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Máté Kocsis, Fidesz’s group leader, shared the group’s letter to Speaker of Parliament László Kövér on Facebook on Tuesday, 

and said his party would “support the vote on the ratification bill”.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in a speech last weekend that it was “good news that our dispute with Sweden is nearing 

a conclusion”. Together with the Swedish prime minister they made important steps to rebuild trust, he said, adding that 

the Hungarian parliament could ratify Sweden’s NATO accession at the start of its spring session.

Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson, who is scheduled to visit Budapest on Friday for talks with Orbán, said on Monday 

that he believed there was “a strong will” on Hungary’s part to finalise his country’s NATO accession.

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has welcomed Kristensson’s decision to visit Budapest, saying the meeting could 

further the Hungarian parliament’s ratification of Sweden’s NATO membership.

Hungary’s ruling Fidesz has asked parliament to put the ratification of Sweden’s NATO 
accession onto its agenda for next Monday, the first day of the national assembly’s 
spring season.

FIDESZ ASKS PARLT TO DEBATE SWEDEN’S NATO BID

Socialists’ presser on party’s seven-
point child protection plan

Events related to the wars in Ukraine, 
Middle East
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Munkácsy exhibition in Békéscsaba
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SWEDISH PM TO VISIT 
BUDAPEST ON FRI

Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson 

is scheduled to visit Budapest on Feb 

23, at the invitation of Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán, the Hungarian PM’s 

press chief said on Tuesday. The prime 

ministers will discuss defence and 

security cooperation and preparations 

for Hungary’s EU presidency in the 

second half of the year, Bertalan Havasi 

said. Kristersson and Orbán will hold a 

joint press conference after the talks, 

he added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY’S 
TO BE ‘MOST PRO-
ENLARGEMENT EU 
PRESIDENCY OF ALL TIME’

Hungary’s will be the “most pro-

enlargement European Union 

presidency of all time”, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said in Brussels 

on Tuesday, adding that the focus 

during accession talks would be on 

the “actual performance” of candidate 

countries rather than “bowing to 

political pressure”. “We won’t allow 

the accession processes of certain 

countries to be artificially tied to 

one another,” Szijjártó told a press 

conference after a meeting of the EU-

Georgia Association Council, according 

to a ministry statement. “We won’t 

allow the accession processes of any 

of the better-performing countries to 

be taken hostage by those that are 

falling behind.” “We will put the focus 

on actual performance during the 

accession talks, rather than bowing 

to some kind of political pressure 

which, in fact, comes from outside 

players, non EU countries and NGOs,” 

the minister said.

Szijjártó also said that a candidate 

country being at war will not be 

considered a merit during the 

accession talks, warning that the bloc 

must not import any kind of armed 

conflict. He said enlargement should 

be about expanding the possibility of 

stability and peaceful progress beyond 

the current territory of the EU rather 

than bringing the threat of war into 

the bloc. Meanwhile, the minister 

said the accession process should be 

“grounded in reality” during Hungary’s 

presidency, with candidate countries 

having to meet “sensible expectations”. 

He explained that candidate countries 

should not be expected, for example, 

to fully adhere to the bloc’s foreign and 

security policy, arguing that “regional 

realities should also be taken into 

consideration”. “We also won’t allow 

good-sounding but nonsensical 

requirements to be set … we can’t 

set targets that EU member states 

themselves can’t meet, either,” he said.

Szijjártó said that during its EU 

presidency Hungary will want to 

help Serbia open new accession 

chapters, Montenegro close multiple 

chapters, and Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Georgia and Moldova to start actual, 

meaningful negotiations. The EU 

needs new member states that can 

bring much-needed momentum and 

freshness, such as the Western Balkan 

countries, Georgia or Moldova, Szijjártó 

said. He criticised what he called 

“hypocrisy” and “double standards” 

applied by certain member states 

and their leaders, who he said publicly 

supported enlargement but kept 

putting “artificial” roadblocks in front 

of the accession process.

Meanwhile, Szijjártó said the EU 

should also speed up the integration 

process of the Western Balkan 

countries to forestall the spread of the 

influence of other states, “including 

Russia”. Large powers will “naturally” 

try to gain influence in countries not 

integrated into regional blocs, he 

said. The EU is in optimal position to 

open towards those states while the 

popularity of their membership is still 

high, albeit falling, he said. “The longer 

we drag our feet on the accession 

process, the bigger the scepticism will 

grow.” Szijjártó said that the “hypocrisy” 

of certain member states on the issue, 

“who say one thing publicly and act 

very differently in the decision-making 

process”, may be rooted in a fear that 

“the liberal mainstream may not prevail 

so easily if the common sense of the 

Balkans takes part in EU decision-

making.” The upcoming EP elections 

“are a ray of hope” that that trend will 

turn, he said. 

Regarding Ukraine’s accession process, 

Szijjártó noted that the next step, 

setting up a negotiating framework, 

requires unanimous decisions. Thus, 

Hungary can also represent its interests, 

especially those regarding the rights of 

Transcarpathian Hungarians, he added. 

“Ukraine will be able to say that the 
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rights of the Hungarian minority are 

respected if they have restored the 2015 

state of affairs,” he said.

FIDESZ MEP: EU AIMING  
TO CURB FREEDOM  
OF SPEECH

The European Union is using legislative 

tools to “grossly, radically” curb 

freedom of speech and opinion, an 

MEP of ruling Fidesz told a conference 

in Budapest on Tuesday. Tamás Deutsch 

said the EU was working to introduce 

“mandatory rules of conduct” in various 

areas. He said recently adopted media 

regulations ran afoul of member 

states’ regulations as well as common 

EU rules. Meanwhile, “to eliminate 

unwanted views”, the EU also wanted 

to expand its definition of hate speech 

and reform regulations on political 

advertising, he added. Deutsch said 

“the attack on the freedom of opinion 

is not a dystopia or a plan; it’s reality.” 

The new legislation could come into 

force in every member state within 

months, bringing legal and financial 

sanctions against alternative opinions, 

he said. “We must fight against attacks 

on our personal, community, national 

or European freedom”, Deutsch said, 

adding that such efforts amounted to 

a “fight for freedom”.

SZIJJÁRTÓ HOLDS TALKS 
WITH UZBEK INVESTMENT, 
TRADE MINISTER

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of foreign 

affairs and trade, spoke by phone with 

Laziz Kudratov, Uzbekistan’s minister 

of investment, industry and trade on 

Tuesday, Szijjártó said on Facebook. 

Szijjártó said he agreed with Kudratov, 

who also serves as co-chair of the 

Hungarian-Uzbek Mixed Economic 

Committee, that the next meeting of 

the body would be called for May to 

review joint projects. He noted among 

the joint projects the industrial park 

established for Hungarian investors in 

one of Uzbekistan’s free trade zones. 

In the 50-hectare area Hungarian 

companies are offered incentives for 

their investments, the minister said, 

adding that talks were progressing 

well on cooperation primarily in 

the agricultural sector and the food 

industry. He noted that Hungary’s 

exports to Uzbekistan had doubled 

over the past ten years and are 

estimated to be worth close to 100 

million dollars this year. A direct flight 

is expected to be launched between 

Budapest and Tashkent which Szijjártó 

said could give new impetus to the 

development of bilateral relations. 

The Hungarian foreign minister spoke 

to Kudratov on the sidelines of his 

programme in Brussels, prior to leaving 

for India.

HUNGARIAN LAWMAKERS 
PAY SOLIDARITY VISIT  
TO ISRAEL

Two lawmakers of the Hungarian 

parliament paid a visit to Israel to 

express solidarity and sympathy and 

further strengthen relations, they 

told MTI by phone. János Fónagy, a 

lawmaker of ruling Fidesz who serves 

as the head of the Hungarian-Israeli 

Friendship Society, and István Hiller, 

of the opposition Socialists, met 

Amir Ohana, the Speaker of the Israeli 

parliament, Amichai Chikli, Minister of 

Diaspora Affairs, Ambassador Aliza Bin-

Noun, Head of the Political Bureau in 

the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and Israel Eichler, president of the 

Friendship Society and its members. 

Fónagy said they also paid a visit to 

the border of Gaza and the site of the 

kibbutz that was destroyed in last 

October’s terrorist attack. Fónagy 

and Hiller said they were received 

with a friendly welcome and the 

Israeli partners expressed thanks to 

Hungary, the Hungarian government 

and Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó for 

standing up for Israel.

The two lawmakers also visited 

the Hungarian embassy where they 

were briefed in detail about “the 

enormous efforts” the ambassador 

and the embassy staff made and 

continues to make for Hungarian 

citizens, said Hiller. He called the 

embassy’s performance “exemplary”, 

noting the embassy’s ongoing efforts 

to evacuate a Hungarian citizen from 

Gaza. Hiller said they had also visited 

Yad Vashem, the World Holocaust 

Remembrance Centre, where the 

museum’s management informed 

them about the planned continuation 

of educational and professional 

programmes as soon as the security 

situation so allowed. He said that 

30 history teachers from Hungarian 

secondary schools attended each year 
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the museum’s education programme 

focusing on teaching and researching 

the Holocaust. In Yad Vashem, the two 

lawmakers laid a wreath on behalf of 

the Hungarian parliament in the Hall 

of Remembrance.

V4 HEADS OF GOVT  
TO MEET IN PRAGUE

The heads of government of the 

Visegrad Group are scheduled to 

meet in Prague on Feb 27, the Czech 

government office said on Monday. 

The prime ministers of Czechia, 

Hungary, Poland and Slovakia are 

scheduled to discuss energy security, 

the European Union’s strategic goals 

and illegal migration, the statement 

said. Ahead of the meeting, Czech PM 

Petr Fiala will have bilateral talks with 

his Polish counterpart, Donald Tusk, 

on the subject of the war in Ukraine, 

regional defence cooperation, energy 

and migration, it said.

JUDICIAL ORGS DECRY 
GYURCSÁNY STATEMENT 
‘ALLEGING POLITICAL 
BIAS’

The heads of the National Office of 

the Judiciary (OBH) and the National 

Council of the Judiciary (OBT) on 

Tuesday sent a letter to Ferenc 

Gyurcsány, the leader of opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK), rejecting 

what they said were statements 

alleging political bias in the judiciary. 

In a Facebook post on Monday, 

Gyurcsány accused the judges ruling 

in procedures against lawmakers 

András Fekete-Győr of Momentum 

and László Varju of DK of bias, the 

letter said. “Further, [Gyurcsány] 

suggested that the names of judges 

and prosecutors in procedures 

against politicians should be noted 

down,” the letter signed by György 

Senyei of OBH and Péter Szabó of OBT 

said. “Procedures will not turn into 

political trials just because they are 

conducted against politicians,” it said, 

adding that Hungary’s Fundamental 

Law guaranteed equality before 

the law. “We reject your statements 

suggesting political bias on the part 

of our fellow judges. While judges 

can be criticised they must not be 

threatened, nor should threats be 

hinted at,” the letter said.

AUDIT OFFICE FINDS 
OPPOSITION PARTIES 
RECEIVED ILLEGAL 
CAMPAIGN FINANCING 

The State Audit Office (ÁSZ) has 

established that parties in the 

opposition alliance before the 

2020 parliamentary elections were 

involved in illegal campaign financing, 

ÁSZ head László Windisch said on 

Tuesday. Presenting ÁSZ’s report on 

its investigation, Windisch said that 

the parties had received over 261 

million forints (EUR 671,200) illegally 

from abroad via the Hungary Belongs 

to Everybody (MMM) movement. ÁSZ 

has ruled that the beneficiaries of the 

illegal funding, Democratic Coalition, 

Jobbik, Momentum, Socialist Party, 

and LMP should pay the entire sum 

shared equally to the central budget 

within 15 days. Windisch added that 

national tax and customs authority 

NAV were investigating MMM in 

connection with a further 1.4 billion 

forints to “clarify if that sum had been 

used for campaign financing”.

ÁSZ’s report notes that the 

investigation had to be undertaken 

because accepting donations from 

abroad is illegal under Hungarian law. 

Windisch noted that Péter Márki-Zay, 

the opposition’s joint candidate for 

prime minister in the parliamentary 

elections, had said after the vote that 

MMM had set up an account that had 

been used to fund the operations of 

the opposition’s central campaign, 

including candidates. The ÁSZ chief 

said this clearly constituted illegal 

campaign financing, and the audit 

office had reached out to MMM 

seeking clarification of its role in 

supporting the campaign. ÁSZ’s 

investigation found that MMM and 

the opposition parties had set up a 

campaign council to coordinate their 

campaigns, and MMM had used funds 

from abroad to partially finance the 

parties’ billboards, leaflets and other 

campaign material, as well as joint 

events. The parties accepted the 

support, thereby breaking regulations 

against illegal party financing. 

Windisch said the parties cannot 

appeal ÁSZ’s report.

The opposition parties protested 

ÁSZ’s findings, saying they 

suspected political reasons behind 

it. Momentum leader Anna Donáth 
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said in a statement that this was the 

second fine ÁSZ had imposed this year 

ahead of the European Parliament and 

local elections. “Their reasons are 

again ridiculous, and they are using 

show proceedings to try to stymie 

their opponents,” she said. Jobbik - 

Conservatives said the ÁSZ fine had 

been imposed by the government as 

“an act of revenge for the clemency 

scandal that erupted in recent weeks” 

with the aim of stymying their rivals in 

the upcoming elections. The Socialist 

Party said they did not acknowledge 

ÁSZ’s findings and would take legal 

action, insisting that there were clearly 

political reasons behind the office’s 

decision. Their statement added that 

if the opposition parties contested 

the elections together, “these kinds 

of attempts to undermine them could 

be unsuccessful”. The Democratic 

Coalition said it would take “all 

possible legal steps” in connection 

with the fine. The party said it would 

sue the state treasury if it carried out 

ÁSZ’s decision.

GOVT OFFICIAL: HUNGARY 
AIMS TO STRENGTHEN 
CULTURAL TIES  
WITH TÜRKIYE

Cultural diplomacy between Hungary 

and Türkiye aims to strengthen 

the two countries’ friendship, the 

government commissioner told 

current affairs channel M1 on Tuesday. 

Marking the centenary of diplomatic 

ties, Hungary and Türkiye will each 

organise 100 cultural events in each 

other’s countries, Péter Hoppál said. 

Hungarian programmes will be held 

in Istanbul and Ankara, but also in 

cities with ties to Hungary such as 

Tekirdag, Osmaniye and Kutahya. 

In Rodosto, for example, Ferenc 

Rákóczi passed away, while in 

Osmaniye there is a Bartók memorial 

house, and a Kossuth memorial house 

is located in Kutahya.

Kerekes Band is giving a concert 

in earthquake-hit Malataya and they 

will travel on to Osmaniye, he noted. 

Events also include the unveiling 

of statues, scientific collaborations 

between universities, and Hungary is 

preparing for the Turkish Book Week 

with the publication of 43 books. 

Hoppál said that whereas Hungarians 

reflexively associated Türkiye with 150 

years of occupation, “our refugees 

and heroes of freedom fights found 

peace there, while Hungarians also 

contributed to the construction of 

Türkiye in the last hundred years”. 

Events organised by Türkiye will be 

held in Budapest, Miskolc, Szeged, 

Eger and other cities, he added.


