
All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times.

E D I T O R S :  H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S @ M T VA . H U  ¬  W W W. H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S . H U

September 27, 2022
mOrNING ISSUe

TOP STORY

UPCOMING EVENTSPHOTO OF THE DAY

Am

European countries are now paying a “sanctions surcharge” on oil, natural gas and electricity well above US electricity and 

gas prices, the prime minister said. “The EU often accuses Hungary of running afoul of European values, but the highest 

European value is democracy.” The sanctions were decided by “bureaucrats in Brussels and the European elite” rather than 

adopted in a democratic process, he said, adding that European citizens were not asked for their input, even though they 

are the ones paying the price of the sanctions.

Hungary’s government is launching a “National Consultation” public survey to gauge people’s opinion of the sanctions 

and to see whether they would support new ones, he said. “If it all goes on like this, Europe will succumb to the worst,” 

Orbán said. “Europeans have become poorer and sanctions have failed to bring Russia to its knees, yet an end to the war 

is not in sight,” he said.

Hungary’s government will be the first to ask the people about sanctions imposed 
on Russia in response to the war in Ukraine, Viktor Orbán said at the opening of 
parliament’s autumn session.
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Defence Minister Kristóf Szalay-Bobrovniczky (L) and Slovak counterpart 
Jaroslav Nad after their meeting in Bratislava
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OrbÁN: WAr tO be 
prOtrACteD

The war in Ukraine, expected to be 

protracted, would be a “local conflict” 

between Russia and Ukraine were it 

not for western sanctions, which have 

turned it into a “global economic war”, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said, 

addressing lawmakers. While the US 

the EU are supplying Ukraine with 

weapons and money, Russia’s reserves 

of material and men are endless, Orbán 

said, adding that it was expected that 

the war in Hungary’s neighbourhood 

would continue this year and next and 

it threatened a European and global 

economic collapse. Orbán accused the 

West of being pro-war while Hungary 

stood on the side of peace.

“We demand an immediate ceasefire 

and peace talks rather than prolonging 

and deepening the war,” he said. 

Hungary’s priorities are “preserving 

its security and its economic and 

national sovereignty,” he added. The 

government, he noted, has established 

a defence fund to be spent separately 

from the central budget funds on army 

development, border protection and 

strengthening the national security 

services.

Orbán said the economic 

consequences of the war affected 

families the most. “Inflation unseen in 

40 years is sweeping across developed 

countries, with the highest rate seen 

in central Europe.” Drastic energy price 

hikes are owing to “political decisions 

in Brussels” rather than economic 

developments, he said, adding that it 

may make sense to impose sanctions 

on economic sectors in which “we are 

stronger than the country subjected 

to those sanctions”. But “we are dwarfs 

and Russia is the giant” when it comes 

to the energy sector, he added. If 

sanctions were lifted, inflation would 

drop by half and without sanctions the 

European economy would revive and a 

recession could be avoided, he added. 

Sanctions caused enormous damage 

to Europe, he said, while Russia had 

generated a 158 billion euros in 

revenue thanks to energy exports 

since the outbreak of the war. “If it all 

goes on like this, Europe will succumb 

to the worst,” Orbán said. More people 

in Europe are getting angrier, Orbán 

said, “and the bureaucrats in Brussels 

must understand that it is irresponsible 

to gamble the fate of entire national 

economies and millions of people.”

OrbÁN: GOVt CAN 
GUArANtee HUNGArY’S 
eNerGY SUppLY

The government can guarantee 

Hungary’s energy supply and it has 

sufficient supplies of natural gas, 

electricity and oil, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said, addressing MPs. 

The country’s gas reserves cover 

41% of annual consumption, and the 

government has agreed with Russia 

on further deliveries, he added. 

As Hungary covers 85% of its gas 

consumption from imports, and the 

government is not in a position to 

influence prices, consumption must 

be reduced, the prime minister, calling 

on government agencies, state-owned 

companies, institutions, families and 

businesses to use less natural gas, 

which makes up 35% in Hungary’s 

energy consumption; to be reduced to 

31% by late 2023 and to below 30% by 

2025. He noted that the government 

has taken measures to boost domestic 

gas extraction, restart the lignite-

based Mátrai power plant, extend 

the lifespan of the Paks nuclear power 

plant and start the construction of a 

further two blocks there. Hungary’s 

household energy subsidies are the 

most generous in Europe, the prime 

minister said.

The government has capped 

household energy bills and firewood 

and lignite prices, as well as basic 

food prices, he said. The cap on 

household energy bills up to average 

consumption saves the average family 

181,000 forints (EUR 445) each month, 

he said. Energy subsidies in Hungary 

will come to 30% of a household’s 

average monthly income, as against 

20% in Germany and 6% in Austria, 

the prime minister said. Hungary’s 

government has also launched a 200 

billion forint programme to support 

small and medium-sized businesses 

with high energy needs, and it is 

drafting a “factory-saving” scheme 

and a new action plan to prevent job 

losses, he said. Ongoing investments 

in Hungary are worth 9,400 billion 

forints, Orbán said. While these will be 

concluded, the government will not 

launch further investments because 

there is no guarantee they would be 
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completed, he added. Hungary is 

stronger today than at any time since 

the collapse of the communist regime, 

Orbán declared. While sanctions have 

damaged the country, the government 

may succeed in ensuring that Hungary 

emerges from the crisis even stronger, 

he added. The government will “set a 

quick pace” in the months to come, 

the prime minister said.

Not even in the forthcoming two-year 

period of crisis management will the 

government relinquish its national strategy 

objectives, Orbán said. It will continue to 

develop the transport network, maintain 

family support schemes, establish an 

innovation-based economy, develop 

universities, upgrade the armed forces 

and carry out its programme of national 

unification, he added.

Orbán also pledged to further 

develop the family support system, 

adding that 2023 state budget to be 

finalised by early December would 

contain the relevant measures. Orbán 

emphasised that despite ongoing 

disputes with Brussels, Hungary still 

saw its future in the European Union.

OrbÁN reSpONDS tO 
OppOSItION QUeStIONS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, replying 

to questions in parliament in the first 

session of the autumn session on 

Monday, accused left-wing parties 

of supporting the war in Ukraine and 

associated sanctions. Orbán asked 

the left-wing opposition parties to 

reconsider their stance as sanctions 

harmed ordinary Hungarians.

Meanwhile, he called it 

“unprecedented” in the history of 

Hungarian democracy that foreign 

money -- from the US in this case -- 

had been used to pay for an opposition 

election campaign. Accepting foreign 

funding for an election campaign is 

illegal in Hungary, he noted. Orbán said 

left-wing backing for sanctions and 

immigration was a direct consequence 

of the foreign funding.

Meanwhile, the prime minister 

said only US-Russia talks could bring 

the war to an end, though Europe 

must ensure its voice is heard during 

preparations for such talks, he added. 

Orbán noted that Hungary had not 

voted for oil sanctions, and lobbied 

for piped oil to be exempt from them, 

thereby protecting the supplies 

of Hungary, Slovakia and Czechia. 

He also emphasised that Hungary 

objected to moves to put sanctions 

on nuclear products on the agenda. 

Sanctions on gas, he added, had not 

been put on the agenda because 

Hungary has made clear it would not 

vote for them. “A balance is needed 

between ensuring European unity and 

protecting Hungary’s vital interests,” he 

said, calling this a “responsible policy”. 

Reacting to a proposal to abolish 

usage fees for the maintenance and 

operation of the energy system, Orbán 

said the fees were mostly necessary 

because renewable sources of energy 

must be fed into the system.

Regarding the proposal to reduce 

VAT on energy above a certain 

threshold, the prime minister said high 

revenues from VAT were channelled 

to the fund for maintaining the cap 

on household energy bills and this 

scheme would not be viable without 

them. Besides, he added, it was clear 

that various attempts to reduce VAT 

over the past 30 years had tended to 

benefit companies and traders rather 

than consumers. Neither does the 

government support the proposal to 

introduce a wealth tax, Orbán said.

He said government support 

for the Roma should be allowed 

to continue, including a scheme 

financing Hungary’s 300 poorest 

villages. Asked what the government 

had done to reduce dependence on 

Russian energy in the past 12 years, 

Orbán said the government in 2010 

recovered the 25% MOL shares the 

Gyurcsány government had sold to 

the Russians while increasing the 

number of gas interconnectors from 

two to six. Also, gas storage facilities 

were renationalised, he added.

On the topic of wind energy, 

Orbán said the cabinet was so 

far unconvinced that this form of 

production should be restarted. On 

the issue of the steel industry, the 

prime minister said the government 

was looking into providing help to the 

ironworks in the city of Dunaújváros.

pm’S preSS CHIeF: OrbÁN 
WeLCOmeS WIN OF rIGHt-
WING COALItION IN ItALY

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and the 

leaders of Italy’s right-wing coalition 

have been in contact since Sunday, 

when the coalition led by Giorgia 
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Meloni of the Brothers of Italy party 

won the general elections, according 

to the prime minister’s press chief. In a 

message to prime minister-designate 

Meloni, Orbán said her party’s 

victory was a triumph for Christian-

conservative values “at the root of our 

cooperation and friendship”, Bertalan 

Havasi said on Monday. Reliable 

partnerships are especially valuable in 

times of strife, Orbán said, referring to 

the war in Ukraine. “I’m looking forward 

to our future cooperation aimed at 

preserving peace of in countries and 

in Europe, relaunching the European 

economy and handling the energy 

crisis,” the message said. Orbán 

welcomed the coalition’s success in a 

Facebook post earlier, saying Meloni 

“more than deserved the victory.” 

Orbán also congratulated League party 

leader Matteo Salvini and the head of 

Forza Italia, Silvio Berlusconi.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: HUNGArY 
WON’t ACCept mOVeS 
tHAt tHreAteN pAKS 
NUCLeAr eXpANSION

Hungary will not back any measure 

that would directly or indirectly 

endanger the project to expand 

the Paks nuclear power plant, Péter 

Szijjártó, the foreign minister, said on 

the sidelines of the plenary session 

of the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA) General Assembly 

in Vienna. With Europe heading 

towards recession, serious energy 

problems threaten to overwhelm it, 

the minister told journalists, referring 

to skyrocketing energy prices and 

disruption to East-West supply 

chains. Without nuclear inputs, 

energy would be neither secure nor 

affordable, he said, adding that nuclear 

energy capacity was tantamount 

to “our sovereignty”. The minister 

noted Hungary’s 40 years-plus of 

“positive” experiences in the use of 

nuclear energy, calling it “cheap and 

sustainable”.

The first package of European 

Union sanctions left nuclear power 

untouched, Szijjártó noted. He 

added, however, that there were now 

“regrettable” moves afoot in the EU 

to place various obstacles in front of 

nuclear investments. Szijjártó said the 

government would take any measure 

by the EU and its institutions that 

hindered the Paks expansion as “an 

attack on our sovereignty”, adding that 

secure energy supplies were “a matter 

of sovereignty”. The minister said the 

two new Paks reactors would meet 

the highest safety standards, adding 

that the international project led by 

Rosatom also involves American, 

French and German companies 

as subcontractors. Now that the 

final construction permit has been 

awarded, it is anticipated that the 

first concrete foundations will be set 

in autumn of next year and the plant 

would come online in 2030, Szijjártó 

said. Hungary will then avoid emitting 

70 million tonnes of carbon dioxide 

each year, he added. “The energy mix 

falls under our national powers, so 

we have the right to build the power 

plant,” the minister said. In the absence 

of EU sanctions on nuclear energy, 

hindering such investments would 

breach EU rules, he added. Hungary 

has submitted an application to 

extend the life of its current nuclear 

reactors, Szijjártó noted. “Hopefully, EU 

institutions will assess this objectively 

rather than ideologically or politically,” 

he said. Noting that the EU is drafting 

a new sanctions package, the minister 

said Hungary’s “red line” was that it 

would “never support anything that 

threatens our energy supply, directly 

or indirectly”, including sanctions on 

technical, construction and IT services.

“We’re doing everything possible 

to complete the nuclear power plant 

in the shortest time possible and to 

integrate it into our energy mix and 

network,” Szijjártó said. The minister 

said that Hungary backed IAEA efforts 

to ensure nuclear equality in Europe 

free from political interference.

SZIJJÁrtÓ HOLDS tALKS 
WItH rOSAtOm CeO  
IN VIeNNA

Péter Szijjártó, Hungary’s minister of 

foreign affairs and trade, held talks 

with the chief executive of Rosatom, 

Aleksey Likhachev, in Vienna on 

Monday. Nuclear capacities are 

especially important amid the 

current energy supply crisis in Europe, 

and are a bulwark against irrational 

and unpredictable changes in the 

international energy market, the 

minister said on Facebook, adding 

that energy defence was therefore 

a matter of sovereignty. “Hungary 
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is constructing a new nuclear 

power plant to guarantee its long-

term energy supply, protect its 

environment, and keep the regulated 

price regime for household utilities in 

force,” he said.

Szijjártó and Likhachev discussed 

steps to be taken in the coming 

months so that construction of the 

first concrete structures of the two 

new blocks of the Paks nuclear power 

plant can start in autumn next year. 

“Several efforts to thwart the project 

have been made, but we will not yield 

to pressure. We will upgrade the power 

plant because we have a right to do 

so, and this lies in our interest,” the 

minister said.

GULYÁS: GOVt OFFerING 
pArtNerSHIp tO 
mUNICIpALItIeS

The government offers a partnership 

to municipalities and “will talk 

to everybody to ensure that 

fundamental public services are 

maintained” in the next year, Gergely 

Gulyás, the prime minister’s chief of 

staff, told a press conference after the 

general assembly of the federation 

of cities with county rights (MJVSZ). 

The government expects its partners 

to economise “in return” for their 

resources. Gulyás said Hungary’s 

25 largest cities would face an 

extra burden totalling at 135 billion 

forints (EUR 131.7m) in increased 

energy costs next year. “It is a fact 

that this is a result of major European 

disputes over the war, and especially 

over energy sanctions launched in 

response to the war,” he said. The 

government and local authorities 

will have to rely on each other 

in this situation, Gulyás said, and 

asked local councils to reduce their 

“extra costs” but maintain “essential 

public services”. They would still 

need central assistance, he added, 

and said the government would talk 

to the municipalities and help out. 

“There is only one solution on the 

long run: energy sanctions should 

be replaced by a policy aimed at 

stabilising energy prices in Europe.”

Gulyás called for “sensible” European 

policies which “do not favour Russia, 

the aggressor, through soaring gas 

prices, but which hurt the aggressor 

and cause no harm to Europe … So 

far the energy sanctions have proven 

otherwise.” Gulyás noted that national 

energy company MVM had recently 

offered municipalities various deals to 

pay “different prices” for their energy 

with no obligation to pay several 

months in advance, but added that 

“issues around prices have not yet been 

fully settled”.

Károly Szita, the federation’s head, 

said municipalities should work to 

“use the least possible amount of 

energy next year, but in any case 

less energy than in 2022.” He said 

fundamental services should remain, 

but some municipal institutions could 

stay closed for the winter months. 

He suggested talks between the 

government and ailing municipalities 

could start in the second half of 

October or November.

preSIDeNt NOVÁK meetS 
HUNGArIAN SCIeNtIStS 
IN US

President Katalin Novák met Hungarian 

research scientists and Silicon Valley 

experts in California on the fifth 

day of her official visit to the United 

States. Novák discussed ties with the 

Hungarian diaspora and the threat 

of brain drain with the Hungarians 

working on the West Coast at the 

meeting in Los Angeles. Miklós 

Czaun, who founded and heads 

the West Coast Club of Hungarian 

Scientists, said fostering talent and 

related cooperation were topics that 

were brought up at the meeting. The 

chemical engineer added that his 

club runs a scholarship programme 

that offers young Hungarian doctors 

the chance to gain experience at the 

University of Southern California, then 

apply what they’ve learnt back home 

in Hungary.

Gergely Böszörményi-Nagy, a 

member of the Hungarian delegation 

at the talks who founded Brain Bar and 

Design Terminal, told MTI that the 

visit sends the message to Hungarian 

scientists in the US that Hungary is 

counting on them and following 

them. Their recommendations and 

knowledge in the areas of science or 

related to the diaspora are heard, he 

added.

Meanwhile, Novák on Sunday 

met members of the Hungarian 

community of San Fernando Valley, 

near Los Angeles, as part of her tour 
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of the United States, the last leg of 

her visit to California. Novák attended 

a service of the Hungarian Reformed 

Church and the community’s autumn 

family festival. In an address to the 

community, Novák advocated “pro-

God, pro-family and pro-life freedoms” 

rather than “being imprisoned” in 

ideologies denying those values. 

Concerning her objectives as 

president, Novák said she wanted 

to work “for families, women, the 

vulnerable, the talented and for a more 

smiling Hungary”.

DK: SHADOW GOVt HOLDS 
FIrSt meetING

The opposition Democratic Coalition’s 

“shadow government” held its first 

meeting on Monday, the leftist party’s 

spokeswoman, Olga Kálmán, told a 

press conference on Monday. The 

government has driven Hungary into a 

cost-of-living crisis unseen for decades, 

DK MEP and shadow chancellery 

minister Csaba Molnár told journalists, 

unveiling the shadow government’s 

related proposals the party plans to 

submit to parliament.

Struggling households that are 

unable to pay their energy bills should 

not have their gas or electricity cut off 

until June 30 next year if they have so 

far paid their bills and if they are able to 

pay the amount corresponding to their 

average bill in the future, he said. Also, 

given that less than half of households 

consume gas corresponding to or 

below the price cap threshold, the 

price cap must be designed to ensure 

that double the number of households 

can keep their bills from ballooning, he 

added. Additionally, VAT on gas and 

electricity should be lowered to 5% for 

the portion of bills that are paid above 

the cap’s threshold, he said.

Meanwhile, on the topic of the 

European minimum wage, Molnár 

noted that EU member states have 

a year and a half to introduce the 

measure, and DK wants the wage to be 

set at 60% of the net median wage in 

Hungary, amounting to an increase of 

around 27%. Citing potential job losses 

in the thousands in the steel industry, 

DK wants a state guarantee for raw 

suppliers and state compensation for 

rising energy costs, as well as wage 

guarantees until the end of the year. 

Molnár said municipalities now pay 10-

12 times more for gas and electricity 

than before recent increases in 

household bills, so DK proposes a price 

freeze for gas and electricity until the 

end of the heating season. Thereafter, 

a unified energy procurement system 

would be needed whereby the state 

purchases energy and forwards 

it to municipalities at a discount. 

Meanwhile, DK wants a moratorium 

on the closure of hospitals and other 

institutions caring for children.

pArLt SUSpeNDS ImmUNItY 
OF mOmeNtUm mp  
FeKete-GYŐr

Parliament suspended on Monday 

the parliamentary immunity of 

opposition Momentum MP András 

Fekete-Győr in connection with a 

court hearing into the charge that he 

pelted police with a pyrotechnical 

device during a demonstration in 

front of Parliament in 2018. Head of 

parliament’s immunity committee 

János Hargitai said the committee 

voted for the suspension unanimously. 

Fekete-Győr, Momentum’s leader 

of at the time, said members of the 

new generation of politicians would 

always take responsibility for their acts 

and neither hide behind the shield of 

immunity nor obstruct the work of the 

Hungarian authorities, and he willingly 

gave up his immunity.

HUNGArY CeNSUS  
tO StArt ON OCt. 1

The next census of the Hungarian 

population will start on Oct. 1, the 

head of the Central Statistical Office 

told a press conference, adding that 

participation in the national survey 

will be mandatory. Residents will have 

until Oct. 16 to fill in the questionnaires 

online. Census officers will contact 

people who have failed to do so 

between Oct. 17 and Nov. 20, Gabriella 

Vukovich said. From Nov. 20 to 28, the 

questionnaires will be available at the 

municipalities, for those who were 

unavailable for the census officers, she 

added. Participation is mandatory for 

everyone who is a resident of Hungary 

on Oct. 1, she added.

The census, conducted every 

10 years, yields a “snapshot” of the 

country, with details about the living 

and working conditions, health and 

religious denomination of Hungarians, 
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Vukovich said. The information 

collected is crucial in determining 

local demand and for making 

decisions for the future, Vukovich 

said. At the same time, this will be the 

last census where data is collected 

with the active contribution of the 

population, Vukovich said. The next 

will be completed using government 

databases, she said. The census will 

contain new questions on the energy 

efficiency of houses and the digital 

literacy of residents. The questionnaires 

will be available in 20 languages at 

www.nepszamlalas2022.hu.

UKrAINe CrISIS - mOre 
tHAN 11,000 reFUGeeS 
ArrIVe FrOm UKrAINe  
ON SUNDAY

Fully 6,201 people crossed into 

Hungary directly from Ukraine on 

Sunday, while another 5,569 crossed 

from Romania, the National Police 

Headquarters (ORFK) said. Police 

issued temporary residence permits 

valid for thirty days to 205 people, 

ORFK told MTI on Monday. Holders 

of such permits must contact a local 

immigration office near their place 

of residence within thirty days to 

apply for permanent documents, it 

added. A total of 75 people, 24 of 

them children, arrived in Budapest 

by train, ORFK said.


