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Szijjártó said in the interview, conducted in English and posted on his Facebook page, that “if you impose sanctions against 

someone then it should be more harmful on the targeted entity and not on yourself.” He added that the European Union’s 

sanctions policy had failed “because those sanctions which were introduced against Russia are more harmful and more 

painful to Europe than to the Russian Federation.” Szijjártó dismissed any suggestion that Hungary stands closer to the side 

of Russia than to that of the EU and its partners. “This accusation must be rejected, rejected very, very harshly. Because we 

Hungarians have condemned the war from the very beginning and we have not vetoed any sanction regimes so far. So all 

seven sanction regimes which have been in place have been voted by a unanimous decision in the European Union. Had we 

not supported these packages of sanctions, they would not have been introduced and would not be enforced currently,” 

he said. “We have made it very clear though that we are not ready to put our safe supply of energy at risk, no way,” he added

Peace is the “ultimate solution” to the problems posed by the war in Ukraine and 
sanctions, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in an interview with CNN on Saturday.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: PEACE IS ‘ULTIMATE SOLUTION’ - CNN
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY, 
US RELATIONS ‘BEST-
EVER’ DURING TRUMP 
ADMINISTRATION - FOX 
NEWS DIGITAL

Hungary had the “best-ever political 

relationship” with the United States 

during the administration of former 

President Donald Trump, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó told Fox News 

Digital in an interview in New York 

on Friday.

“Definitely, we work together with 

those who are elected here in the US,” 

Szijjártó said. “Well, but we have to be 

honest: If you look at the relationship, the 

political relationship under conservative 

or Republican administration and under 

Democratic administration, there’s a big 

change,” he said.

Szijjártó said the two countries 

had enjoyed “the best-ever political 

relationship” under the Trump 

administration, adding he was “pretty 

sure” the same “best” relationship 

between the US and Hungarian 

governments would resume if the 

former US president runs and wins 

in 2024. Szijjártó deflected claims by 

western nations that after winning 

his fourth term as Hungary’s prime 

minister in the spring, Viktor Orbán 

is eroding democracy. The European 

Union only defines democracy as “in 

case the liberals are governing,” the 

minister said. “Since this is not the case 

in Hungary, because we are a patriotic 

centre-right, Christian democratic 

government, definitely against the 

liberal mainstream, they hate us and 

you know, since we are successful, 

we are a kind of proof that it’s not 

only the liberal mainstream which 

can be progressive and successful. 

A conservative political strategy 

can be successful as well. And they 

hate this fact,” Szijjártó said. The 

minister referred to “revolutionary 

changes” to the automotive industry 

such as establishing electric battery 

manufacturing in Hungary – one of the 

“five biggest investments in Europe” 

over the past decade – as well as 

being the first EU country to approve 

the Paris Climate Agreement.  Szijjártó 

expressed agreement with other 

leaders who addressed the United 

Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 

this week that it is “not a question” that 

climate crisis is “among top priorities”. 

He noted that Hungary reduced 

its emissions in a bid to go carbon-

neutral by 2050 while expanding its 

GDP. “It’s a very important issue for us, 

though we approach this matter on 

a pragmatic basis,” Szijjártó said. “So, 

for us, economy, competitiveness and 

environmental protection must go 

hand in hand. If this balance between 

the two is broken, then it endangers 

the credibility of the efforts.

SZIJJÁRTÓ TERMS EU 
SANCTIONS POLICY 
‘TOTAL FAILURE’

European Union sanctions against 

Russia have neither “forced Russia 

to its knees” nor brought peace any 

closer, but they have harmed Europe, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in an 

interview with public radio broadcast 

on Sunday, calling the sanctions policy 

“a total failure”. Speaking on Kossuth 

Radio, Szijjártó blamed the EU’s 

sanctions for “sky high” inflation, bigger 

utilities bills and higher gas and food 

prices, putting the continent’s economy 

into a recession. He noted that Brussels 

had “promised” at negotiations for 

the first round of sanctions that the 

punitive measures would drain Russia 

and advance efforts to achieve peace. 

“This was a complete failure as it is now 

clearly apparent that those sanctions 

hurt Europe much more than they did 

Russia, while doing enormous damage 

to the EU economy,” he said. Szijjártó 

said that gas prices had started to rise 

after the sanctions were cleared and 

some European politicians and officials 

started to talk about extending the 

sanctions to gas. “The market priced 

that in, causing gas prices to skyrocket,” 

he added.

He said an agreement reached with 

EU leaders at a meeting in New York 

days earlier on an eighth package of 

sanctions was a “move in the wrong 

direction”, but stressed that the meeting 

had failed to produce even a proposal, 

say nothing about a final decision.

“We will not approve any decision 

that harms Hungary’s national interests. 

Security of our energy supply remains 

a red line. Any sanction that puts our 

energy supply at risk is unacceptable 

for us,” he said. Szijjártó noted that he 

had discussed the security of Hungary’s 

energy supply and the expansion of 

the Paks nuclear power plant with his 
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Russian counterpart, Sergey Lavrov, at a 

meeting on the sidelines of the United 

Nations General Assembly in New York.

“I place value in dialogue, in 

negotiations, but it appears that not 

everybody shares this view,” he said, 

adding that he was the only EU foreign 

minister to meet with Lavrov. He said 

it was “unfortunate” that the UN 

General Assembly failed to produce 

negotiations or talks that could have 

brought the war in Ukraine closer to 

an end. “I’m very disappointed. I don’t 

understand those Western colleagues 

of mine who think that dialogue 

is a bad idea. I think that if we close 

communication channels, diplomatic 

channels, we give up and lose the 

hope that there will be an end to this 

war,” he added.

He said Russia’s Gazprom is delivering 

a daily 5.8 million cubic metres of gas 

to Hungary in addition to volumes 

stipulated in the country’s long-term 

contract. Hungary’s reserves now 

contain enough gas to cover 41% of 

annual consumption, well over the 

comparative rate of 23% for Europe 

as a whole, he added. With the issue 

of the implementation licence for the 

construction of two more blocks at the 

Paks nuclear power plant, Szijjártó said 

work on the Paks II project could be 

“stepped up”, adding that construction 

could start in the autumn of next year, 

allowing the blocks to be finished by 

2030. Responding to the suggestion 

that the United States is benefitting 

from the EU’s sanctions policy, Szijjártó 

said “the American economy is a winner 

because of these sanctions, without a 

doubt”. While the EU slips into recession, 

the US economy, bolstered by cheap 

energy prices, among other factors, is 

becoming more competitive, he added. 

“I don’t know who can tug EU officials 

out of this extraordinarily unsuccessful 

and hypocritical policy, but one thing 

is for sure, these sanctions are harming 

Europe,” he said.

GOVT SUBMITS 
SECOND PACKAGE 
OF BILLS RELATED 
TO CONDITIONALITY 
PROCEDURE

The government late on Friday 

submitted a second package of bills 

to lawmakers related to the European 

Union’s conditionality procedure.

Government officials had said 

earlier that proposed changes to 

legislation would be submitted to 

parliament on Monday and Friday, 

in line with commitments made to 

the European Commission during 

talks to address concerns over the 

rule of law and their potential impact 

on the EU budget. The first package 

of bills was tabled on Monday. The 

package submitted Friday, posted on 

the website of parliament, contains 

amendments to legislation regarding 

oversight of the use of EU funding. 

The proposed legislation would 

establish an Integrity Authority and 

an Anti-Corruption Task Force with 

the aim of reaching an agreement 

with the EC. The Integrity Authority 

would be a state administrative body, 

autonomous of the government and 

other state organisations, headed 

by a chairman and two deputies, 

appointed by Hungary’s president on 

the recommendation of the head of 

the State Audit Office, for a period of 

six years. Appointees would not be 

allowed to serve a second term. The 

Integrity Authority’s board would 

be required to report on the body’s 

activities once a year to lawmakers 

and submit the report to the EC, too. 

The Integrity Authority would be 

required to inform other authorities, 

such as the European Anti-Fraud 

Office (OLAF) or the European 

Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO), if 

it suspects graft, conflict of interest, 

corruption or other legal violations 

or irregularities. The Anti-Corruption 

Task Force, whose members would 

include representatives of anti-

corruption NGOs as well as of state 

institutions, would work alongside 

the Integrity Authority, undertaking 

analyses, making recommendations, 

issuing opinions and drafting 

decisions. The Anti-Corruption 

Task Force would be headed by the 

chairman of the Integrity Authority, 

but its deputy would be picked by 

the body’s NGO members. Other 

people could be invited to participate 

in the Anti-Corruption Task Force on 

a permanent or ad hoc basis. The 

proposed legislation would set up a 

three-member committee to support 

independent, objective decisions 

on the selection of people involved 

with the operation of the Integrity 

Authority and the Anti-Corruption 

Task Force. The proposed legislation 
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would modify rules on requests for 

information of public interest. It would 

also institutionalise and establish 

the rules for operation of an Internal 

Oversight and Integrity Directorate 

operating within the portfolio of the 

minister in charge of use of EU funding. 

The head of the directorate would be 

appointed by the prime minister on 

the recommendation of the minister 

in charge of use of EU funding for a 

period of four years.

The Internal Oversight and Integrity 

Directorate would report on its 

activities once a year to the Integrity 

Authority.

DK SUBMITTING BILL TO 
LAWMAKERS TO ‘RESTORE 
RULE OF LAW’

DK is submitting a package of 

legislation to parliament that aims 

to “restore the rule of law”, the 

deputy head of the opposition 

party’s parliamentary group told MTI 

on Sunday. Gergely Arató said in a 

statement that the Orbán government 

had “dismantled” the democratic 

Hungarian rule of law “that still 

functioned before 2010”, adding 

that is “one of the reasons” Hungary 

hasn’t accessed its European Union 

funding. DK’s package of legislation is 

a “guarantee” of the restoration of the 

rule of law, one that EU leaders won’t 

see as “posturing in the hope of getting 

money that can be stolen”, he said.

The package would have Hungary 

join the European Public Prosecutor’s 

Office, make the courts and the 

prosecutor general politically 

independent, modify the “restricted 

operation” of the Constitutional Court 

and restore “balanced information and 

freedom of the press”, he added. The 

proposed law would also allow officials 

appointed “in a manner not in line with 

the rule of law” to be recalled, Arató said.

PÁRBESZÉD OPPOSED 
TO DEBATE OF RULE-OF-
LAW BILLS IN EXPEDITED 
PROCEDURE

Párbeszéd is opposed to debating 

bills submitted by the government 

related to the debate over the rule of 

law in an expedited procedure, the 

head of the parliamentary group of 

the opposition party said on Sunday. 

At an online press conference, Tímea 

Szabó said the position of her party 

is clear: “Hungary and the Hungarian 

people must get their EU support, and 

no opposition party politician can 

support the notion that that money 

doesn’t get to the people”.

She added that Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán has “known very well for years” 

that Hungary has “not abided by the EU 

Treaties and failed to follow EU values 

and principles”. “The prime minister has 

done nothing more for twelve years 

than to steal EU monies using his own 

strawmen,” Szabó said. She called out 

the government for “waiting till the last 

minute” to submit the rule-of-law bills, 

which “should have been debated since 

the summer”, and said that opposition 

parties would get just 20 minutes to 

speak in the expedited procedure.

She added that the November 19 

deadline for addressing the European 

Commission’s concerns with the bills 

would offer enough time to debate 

them “over several days”. Szabó called on 

the government to add to the agenda 

a package of anti-corruption legislation 

submitted by Párbeszéd to lawmakers 

during the week that “genuinely 

ensures EU monies won’t disappear and 

corruption is brought to light”.

ORBÁN: TRADITION 
BRINGS PEACE, JOY, 
HARMONY TO PEOPLE’S 
LIVES

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

greeted Hungary’s Jewish community 

in a letter on the occasion of the 

approaching Jewish New Year, Rosh 

Hashanah, his press chief said on 

Saturday. “It is an experience shared 

by all of us that traditions passed on 

from our ancestors bring peace, joy 

and harmony to people’s lives, and 

can provide strength for everyday 

life as well as make the holidays 

brighter,” Orbán said in the letter 

delivered to head of the Federation 

of Hungarian Jewish Communities 

(MAZSIHISZ) András Heisler, chief 

rabbi of the EMIH Jewish Community 

Shlomo Köves, head of the Hungarian 

Autonomous Orthodox Congregation 

(MAOIH) Róbert Deutsch, leader 

of the Hungarian Jewish Heritage 

Foundation György Szabó and 

Hungarian Jewish Prayer Association 

(ZSIMA) leader Tamás Róna, Bertalan 

Havasi said.
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DK MEP DOBREV 
DEMANDS ENDING ‘CHEAP 
HUNGARIAN LABOUR’ 
POLICY

The policy based on cheap labour 

and its exploitation must end in 

Hungary, Klára Dobrev, an MEP of the 

opposition Democratic Coalition (DK), 

said on Friday, after consultations with 

trade unions about the European 

minimum wage regulations. Dobrev 

called it a “symbolic act” that she had 

her first discussion as DK’s shadow 

prime minister with union leaders. 

“Hungarian workers on monthly 

payrolls have been excessively 

exploited over the past 12 years, in 

part through depriving the trade 

unions of their rights,” she told a press 

conference. Dobrev said DK’s shadow 

cabinet would draft a minimum-

wage scheme based on preliminary 

consultations with trade unions, 

employers’ associations, economists 

and social scientists in the coming 

months, arguing that “real work on 

this matter cannot be expected at 

all from the incumbent cabinet”. 

DK’s shadow cabinet will prepare “an 

action plan” on better representing 

the interests of Hungarian employees 

on a European level, said Dobrev.

TEACHERS’ UNION CALLS 
STRIKE FOR WORLD 
TEACHERS’ DAY

Teachers’ trade union PDSZ has called a 

nationwide strike for October 5, World 

Teachers’ Day, union leaders told MTI 

on Sunday. The union’s leadership 

decided on the strike at a meeting 

on Friday. PDSZ is asking staff of 

kindergartens, schools, dormitories 

and auxiliary educational facilities not 

to work on October 5. It is also calling 

on private and public sector unions 

to organise solidarity strikes or other 

actions to “make it clear that education 

is a matter of national importance”.

HUNGARY, MEXICO 
SIGN AGREEMENT ON 
EDUCATION, SPACE 
RESEARCH

Foreign ministers Péter Szijjártó 

of Hungary and Marcelo Ebrard of 

Mexico have signed an agreement on 

cooperation in education and space 

research, the Mexican embassy in 

Budapest told MTI on Friday. Holding 

talks on the sidelines of the 77th UN 

General Assembly session, the two 

ministers agreed that Hungary would 

grant forty scholarships a year to 

young Mexicans who wish to study at 

Hungarian institutions. They also agreed 

that the two countries would cooperate 

on space research by exchanging 

information and participating in joint 

technology projects.

STATE SECY PARTICIPATES 
AT CONFERENCE  
OF ETHNIC HUNGARIAN 
LEADERS

Hungary’s state secretary in charge of 

policies for Hungarian communities 

abroad stressed the importance of 

preserving results achieved with 

those polices in the past twelve years 

after participating at the Kufstein 

conference, a biannual meeting of 

ethnic Hungarian leaders. Árpád 

János Potápi told MTI by phone 

on Saturday that the 16th Kufstein 

conference, taking place over 

the weekend in Oberpullendorf 

(Felsopulya), Austria, was attended 

by Hunor Kelemen, president of the 

Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in 

Romania; István Pásztor, who heads 

the Alliance of Vojvodina Hungarians; 

Robert Jankovics, the leader of the 

Democratic Union of Hungarians 

of Croatia; and Krisztián Forró, who 

chairs Slovakia’s Alliance. Teachers 

from Transcarpathia, Transylvania, 

Slovakia, Croatia and Serbia also 

participated, as did representatives 

of the Hungarian diaspora in Western 

Europe, he added. The conference 

takes its name from the first place 

where it was held.

BUDAPEST 
AGGLOMERATION 
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
HOLDS FIRST SESSION

The Budapest Agglomeration 

Development Council, the body 

to promote developments in 

the capital and surrounding Pest 

County, held its inaugural meeting 

on Friday. The body, set up by a 

parliamentary decision passed 

in July, is headed by government 

commissioner Zsolt Láng, and 
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István Szabó, head of the general 

assembly of Pest County, as co-

presidents. Members of the council 

include Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony, József Tóth, mayor of 

district 13, László Csőzik, mayor 

of Érd, István Török, a delegate by 

the Pest County General Assembly, 

as well as state secretaries and 

deputy state secretaries of several 

ministries. The new council will work 

as a consultative body to support 

governmental decision making 

concerning the development of the 

greater Budapest area.

LMP PRESSES FOR 
‘CLIMATE PASS’ FOR ALL 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Opposition party LMP is urging the 

introduction of a “climate pass” for 

all public transport in Hungary, MP 

Bernadett Bakos said on Saturday.

At a press conference streamed on 

Facebook, Bakos said LMP proposes 

the climate pass cost 5,000 forints (EUR 

12) a month.

TOROCZKAI RE-ELECTED 
MI HAZÁNK LEADER

The third congress of opposition 

party Mi Hazánk on Saturday re-

elected Laszlo Toroczkai their head. 

The congress also re-elected party 

deputies Dóra Dúró, István Apáti, 

Dávid Dócs, Előd Novák and Zoltán 

Pakusza. Toroczkai told the congress 

that he expected Mi Hazánk to enter 

government and added that the party 

was not competing against opposition 

Jobbik anymore but against ruling 

Fidesz and opposition DK. He said 

that DK’s recent establishment of a 

shadow government was a message to 

Mi Hazánk, not to Fidesz. “The globalist 

Left is fighting against us to become 

the leader of the opposition,” he said. 

Gunnar Lindemann, a politician of 

Germany’s AfD party and a member of 

Berlin’s House of Deputies, addressed 

the event and said that patriotic 

powers must join forces in order to 

protect their home countries and stand 

against “the dictatorship of Brussels”.

UKRAINE CRISIS - MORE 
THAN 12,000 REFUGEES 
ARRIVE FROM UKRAINE  
ON SATURDAY

Fully 6,317 people crossed into 

Hungary directly from Ukraine on 

Saturday, while another 6,404 crossed 

from Romania, the National Police 

Headquarters (ORFK) said. Police 

issued temporary residence permits 

valid for thirty days to 237 people, 

ORFK told MTI on Sunday. A total of 112 

people, 45 of them children, arrived in 

Budapest by train, ORFK said.


