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Despite the pipeline’s shutdown, Hungary’s oil supply was never in danger, the Ministry of Technology and Industry said, 

noting that the country had reserves sufficient “for several weeks”. The ministry said the pipeline had been shut down as 

scheduled at the start of every month on Aug. 4. But to restart it, Hungary had to step in and assume the payment of a 

transit fee, it said. Oil deliveries from Russia to Hungary via Ukraine then resumed late on Wednesday, the ministry added. 

The energy crisis caused by the war in Ukraine and the related European Union sanctions has not only caused energy prices 

to soar, but is also making access to energy more difficult, the ministry said. Hungary, however, has oil reserves sufficient 

for several weeks, and the government has enacted a number of measures to ensure that families face no shortage of 

electricity, gas or fuel, it added.

Deliveries of Russian crude to Hungary, Czechia and Slovakia via the Druzhba pipeline 
resumed overnight on Wednesday after Hungarian oil and gas company MOL paid the 
transit fee for the Ukrainian section of the pipeline.

DRUZHBA CRUDE DELIVERIES RESUME
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Punters at the 28th Sziget festival on opening day
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MI HAZÁNK URGES 
PREPARATIONS FOR ‘LIFE 
AFTER EU’

The radical opposition Mi Hazánk 

party has called for preparations for 

Hungary’s “life after the European 

Union”. Mi Hazánk deputy leader 

Előd Novák told a press conference 

that preparations for the country’s 

potential EU exit was “the only right 

and responsible behaviour at a time 

of the EU’s crisis”, and urged efforts 

to strengthen “self-determination 

and self-sufficiency”. He said EU 

membership was a “net deficit” 

for the country, and insisted that 

while EU funds accounted for 4% 

of the country’s GDP, international 

companies’ profits, exported from the 

country, equalled 7% of GDP. Novák 

suggested that the constitution be 

amended to allow a referendum 

concerning EU membership and then 

a plebiscite be held “with regard to 

the balance of the past 18 years”. “The 

question is whether we should stay 

an EU member or be free,” Novák said, 

adding that “more and more people 

think that the EU treats us as a colony, 

exploiting the country and increasingly 

interfering with our domestic affairs”.

LMP TURNS TO LOCAL 
COUNCILS OVER 
‘DEFORESTATION’

Opposition LMP has said it is turning 

to local councils for help to prevent 

“deforestation” in Hungary. Máté 

Kanász-Nagy, the party’s co-leader, 

told a news conference that local 

councils could prohibit the logging 

of forests under their ownership and 

put pressure on other forest owners 

to do the same. LMP will use every 

legal and civil mechanism available 

to prevent mass tree felling under a 

government decree issued last week 

allowing the lumbering of state-

owned forests, Kanász-Nagy said. He 

said the decree would result in an 

“intolerable degree of deforestation 

during a time of climate change, 

droughts and water shortages”. No 

other government in the European 

Union wants to resolve the climate 

and energy crises with the clear-

cutting of forests and the destruction 

of green areas, he added.

DK: CBANK INFLATION 
FORECAST SHOWS 
HUNGARIAN ECONOMY  
‘IN BIG TROUBLE’

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has said the central bank’s(NBH) 

inflation forecast of around 20% in 

the coming months “is an admission 

that the Hungarian economy is in big 

trouble”.  “There’ll be inflation as long 

as Viktor Orbán is prime minister,” DK 

lawmaker László Varju said. “Under the 

Orbán government, our lives are set 

to deteriorate even further.” He added 

that with inflation at a 25-year high, 

government measures such as caps of 

household energy bills and austerity 

would not be sufficient to make a 

difference.

Varju attributed skyrocketing 

inflation to “a decade of weakening 

the forint -- a direct consequence of 

[ruling] Fidesz’s economic policy.”  “The 

Hungarian economy and everyday 

life are suffocating under Orbán’s 

inflation,” he said.  Varju also blamed 

the prime minister for the falling value 

of wages and pensions. “Viktor Orbán 

wants Hungarians to pay the price of 

his bad governance after having raised 

his own salary threefold,” Varju said.

In response, ruling Fidesz accused 

DK leader Ferenc Gyurcsány of 

exploiting the Ukraine war in a bid 

to return to power. Gyurcsány’s 

premiership between 2004 and 

2009 ended because “the Hungarian 

people sacked him for pushing 

Hungary into an economic crisis, mass 

unemployment and to the brink of 

insolvency,  and for raising the price of 

gas threefold and doubling electricity 

prices; even without an energy 

crisis…,” the party said in a statement. 

“Gyurcsány and the left wing ruined 

the country,” the statement said.

SZIGET FESTIVAL OPENS 
WITH 95,000 VISITORS

Budapest’s Sziget Festival opened with 

a full house of 95,000 visitors on its first 

day on Wednesday, featuring a concert 

by Dua Lipa on the event’s main stage. 

Organisers said in a statement that 

ticket sales suggested similarly large 

audiences for concerts on Friday and 

Saturday, too. 

On Friday Stromae and Justin Bieber, 

while on Saturday Calvin Harris and 
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Lewis Capaldi will be the festival’s main 

attractions. The statement noted that 

in the 30 years of the festival’s history 

tickets had been sold out for Faithless 

in 2001, Rihanna, Sia, and the Muse in 

2016, and Ed Sheeran in 2019.

POLICE: 12,360 REFUGEES 
ARRIVE FROM UKRAINE  
ON WEDNESDAY

Fully 6,634 people crossed into 

Hungary directly from Ukraine on 

Wednesday, while another 5,726 from 

Ukraine crossed from Romania, the 

national police headquarters (ORFK) 

said. Police issued temporary residence 

permits valid for thirty days to 355 

people, ORFK told MTI on Thursday. 

Holders of such permits must contact 

a local immigration office near their 

place of residence within thirty days 

to apply for permanent documents, it 

added. Budapest received 146 people, 

34 children among them, by train, 

ORFK said.

BUDAPEST COUNCIL, 
POLITICAL CAPITAL, CEU 
TO HOLD CONFERENCE  
ON UKRAINE WAR, 
ENERGY, CLIMATE CRISIS

The city of Budapest, Political Capital 

and the Democracy Institute of the 

Central European University will 

hold an international conference on 

September 21-22 on the impacts of 

the war in Ukraine, the energy and 

climate crisis, as well as on “state-

financed disinformation campaigns”, 

the Mayor’s Office told MTI. The 

conference dubbed Budapest Forum 

on Sustainable Democracies will offer 

panel discussions by Hungarian and 

foreign experts, activists, politicians 

and journalists on social issues 

impacting the lives of residents in 

“democratic and formally democratic” 

countries. Participants will include 

Nikola Dimitrov, former deputy prime 

minister of North Macedonia, Radio 

Free Europe’s Washington chief Jamie 

Fly, economist Sergei Guriev, Los 

Angeles deputy mayor Nina Hachigian, 

and political scientist Ivan Krastev.

METRO LINE 3 SERVICES 
TO RESUME IN S BUDAPEST 
AFTER REVAMP

Metro line 3 will resume services 

in southern Budapest from August 

15 following a scheduled summer 

revamp, Budapest transport centre BKK 

said. The M3 service will again operate 

between the Kőbánya-Kispest and 

Kálvin Square stations from Monday, 

except over the weekends when a 

replacement bus service will operate 

on the entire line between Kőbánya-

Kispest and Ujpest-kozpont, BKK said.

KYRGYZ CULTURAL 
FESTIVAL IN BUDAPEST 

A cultural festival is being held to mark 

the 30th anniversary of diplomatic ties 

between Hungary and Kyrgyzstan in 

Budapest between Thursday and 

Sunday. According to a statement 

from the Kyrgyz embassy, the cultural 

days will start with a gala concert at the 

Budapest Music Center on Thursday 

night, featuring Kyrgyz popular music, 

a fashion show and an exhibition of 

Kyrgyz artists. The festival has been 

organised under an agreement on 

bilateral cooperation between the 

foreign ministries of the two countries 

in 2022 - 2025, signed by Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó during an official 

visit to Kyrgyzstan in May.

CHAMELEON SMART HOME 
EXPANDS IN CANADA

Chameleon Smart Home, a Hungarian 

startup that offers a brand-

independent smart home system hub, 

is expanding in Canada. Chameleon 

Smart Home said its systems have 

been installed in display homes in 

three Toronto high-rises, and the 

company hopes to deliver the hubs to 

over 1,000 homes in the city by end-

2024. Founder-CEO Péter Szarvas said 

the global market for smart homes 

is expected to generate revenue of 

115.7 billion US dollars this year, with 

Canada accounting for 2.5 billion of 

the total. Chameleon Smart Home’s 

system hub is used in more than 

1,000 flats and nearly 500 detached 

homes in Hungary. The systems are 

also available in Serbia, Romania and 

Germany. 


