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According to a finance ministry statement, many taxpayers will find it especially worthwhile to choose ekho from Sept. 1. 

Noting recent changes to rules for the simplified business tax (kata) which excluded many people from taking advantage 

of the tax, the ministry said the number of people who can pay the ekho tax may increase significantly from September, 

when the tax will amount to 15% of income. So writers, journalists, speakers, artists, and representatives of professions 

that assist in performances such as sound engineers, set designers, extras, make-up artists, costume designers, would do 

well to opt for ekho, it added. The tax applies for those with an annual income of up to 60 million forints, with taxes and 

contributions paid up to the minimum wage. The new decree also aims to help construction companies by introducing 

simplified administration and measures that lead to cost savings on audits.

Meanwhile, citing the economic situation due to the war in Ukraine, the government is allowing corporate tax to be paid 

in euros or US dollars.

Two government decrees published on Tuesday eliminate a 13% employer contribution 
for a tax that already applies to performers, journalists and associated professions (ekho) 
and allow corporate tax to be paid in US dollars or euros as well as forints.

GOVT ALLOWS CORPORATE TAX TO BE PAID IN 
EUROS, DOLLARS

War in Ukraine
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Formula Student East motoring competition at Hungaroring
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MOL SUCCEEDS  
IN GETTING DRUZHBA 
PIPELINE OIL  
FLOWING AGAIN

Hungarian oil and gas company 

MOL has succeeded in its 

negotiations with Ukraine and 

Russia to restar t oil  f lows via the 

Druzhba pipeline to Hungary, 

Slovakia and Czechia, by paying 

the transit fee for the Ukrainian 

section of the pipeline, MOL told 

MTI on Wednesday. MOL said it 

had secured a quick solution to 

the problem of fees not being 

paid, and Ukraine had promised 

to resume deliveries within the 

next few days. In a statement 

later in the day, MOL said the 

pipeline was in operation and 

deliveries were expected to be 

again arriving in Hungary on 

Thursday. Deliveries of Russian 

crude stopped on August 4.

POLICE RUNNING CRIME 
PREVENTION POINT AT 
SZIGET FESTIVAL

Police have set up a crime and 

accident prevention point within 

the area of the Sziget Festival, 

with uniformed and plainclothes 

police on duty in large numbers 

on Hajógyári Island, according to 

a Budapest Police Headquarters 

(BRFK) spokesman. Patrols are 

also operating around the island 

and at traf fic junctions, Gergely 

Fülöp told a press conference 

held at the crime prevention 

point on Wednesday. The police 

are deploying officers who speak 

several languages at the point, 

he added. Staf f of the national 

immigration directorate are also 

available at the crime prevention 

point between 1pm and 7pm to 

help foreigner visitors who have 

lost their personal ID. Fülöp warned 

festival-goers not to leave their 

valuables in tents and to use lockers 

and lockable boxes available on 

the festival grounds instead. Any 

complaints can be made to the 

Budapest 3rd district police station, 

and police at the crime prevention 

point will provide directions. 

Meanwhile police officers patrolling 

the river on jet skis can come to 

the aid of anyone in trouble within 

minutes.

DEF MIN HAILS ARRIVAL 
OF FIRST PZH2000 SELF-
PROPELLING GUN

The Hungarian military will receive 

its first PzH2000 self-propelling 

gun on Wednesday, the defence 

minister said on Facebook, adding 

that the equipment would be 

“instrumental in rebuilding an 

armoured force eliminated by the 

previous, lef tist governments”. 

The war in neighbouring Ukraine 

and the massive presence of 

illegal migrants along Hungary’s 

southern border have only 

reinforced the government’s 

commitment to developing the 

capabilities of the Hungarian 

armed forces, Kristóf Szalay-

Bobrovniczky said. The minister 

said a modern army was 

“inconceivable without a strong 

and able artillery”. Referring to the 

government’s military reform now 

underway, Szalay-Bobrovniczky 

said it was “the largest such 

programme in central Europe”.

LMP TURNS TO FORMER 
PRESIDENT OVER TREE-
FELLING DECREE

Opposition LMP is turning to former 

president János Áder, a committed 

environmentalist, over a recent 

government decree allowing the 

felling of trees in the interest of 

stepping up firewood production, 

Antal Csárdi, the party’s deputy 

group leader, said on Wednesday. 

Péter Ungár, LMP’s parliamentary 

group leader, has asked Áder 

to use his influence to have the 

tree-felling decree withdrawn 

as soon as possible, Csárdi told 

a press conference, arguing that 

the “destructive decree” could do 

“enormous damage”, while the cost 

of mitigating its effects would be 

huge. The decree would do little to 

help people who struggle to fulfil 

their energy needs, but it would 

inflict an intolerable amount of 

damage, Csárdi said. He said Áder 

had “talked a lot about protecting 

nature” as president, adding that he 

now had a chance to “do something 
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to prevent decisions that truly 

deplete our future”. Csárdi said the 

trees to be felled under the decree 

would have an energy value of zero, 

arguing that it would take them 

1.5-2 years to dry out enough to be 

used as firewood. He said LMP was 

turning to the Constitutional Court 

over the decree, while lawmaker 

László Lóránt Keresztes plans to 

convene parliament’s sustainable 

development committee in the 

matter.

In a statement, ruling Fidesz 

said the leftist opposition was 

“deceitful” and its parties “have been 

demanding for months that Russian 

gas should be cut off”, and insisted 

they would “leave Hungarian families 

without heating”. The European 

Union’s sanctions against Russia have 

resulted in a lack of energy supplies 

and soaring energy prices, Fidesz 

said. “Brussels has called on member 

states to save gas and the whole of 

Europe is making preparations to use 

other heating materials than gas,” it 

said. According to the ruling party, 

felling could be increased without 

damaging woodlands and “no 

destruction of forests of any kind is 

under way”.

GOVT ISSUES DECREE ON 
FIREWOOD EXPORT BAN

In response to the energy crisis caused 

by the war in Ukraine and related 

European Union sanctions, Hungary’s 

government has issued a decree 

prohibiting energy sources, including 

firewood, from being taken out of the 

country, the minister of agriculture said 

on Tuesday. In the interest of energy 

security, the government can regulate 

and restrict the amount of firewood 

that can be taken abroad and exercise 

a pre-emptive right to its purchase, 

István Nagy said in a statement. Under 

the decree, organisations and private 

individuals exporting firewood are 

required to report all of their planned 

sales of firewood abroad to food safety 

authority Nébih, which must then notify 

the agriculture ministry. If the firewood 

in question is needed in Hungary, the 

government will exercise its pre-emptive 

right to buy it. “It is very important that 

this is not a blanket ban, but rather an 

emergency regulation aimed at ensuring 

that Hungarians’ energy needs are met,” 

the minister said.

POLICE: AROUND 12,000 
REFUGEES ARRIVE FROM 
UKRAINE ON TUESDAY

Fully 6,174 people crossed into 

Hungary directly from Ukraine on 

Tuesday, while another 5,833 from 

Ukraine crossed from Romania, the 

national police headquarters (ORFK) 

said. Police issued temporary residence 

permits valid for thirty days to 183 

people, ORFK told MTI on Wednesday. 

Holders of such permits must contact 

a local immigration office near their 

place of residence within thirty days 

to apply for permanent documents, it 

added. Budapest received 440 people, 

163 children among them, by train, 

ORFK said.

CORONAVIRUS - 18,078 
NEW CASES LAST  
WEEK, 80 FATALITIES

Fully 18,078 new Covid-19 cases were 

registered last week, while 80 people 

died in connection with the virus, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Wednesday 

in a round-up of last week’s data. 

Altogether 6,414,563 have been 

vaccinated, with 6,201,022 having 

received a second shot, 3,890,728 a 

third, and 324,187 a fourth. Fully 2,005,399 

Covid cases have been registered in 

Hungary since the start of the outbreak 

and 46,966 have died. Currently there are 

49,526 active infections and 1,501 Covid 

patients are hospitalised, 22 intubated on 

a ventilator. Fully 1,908,907 people have 

made a recovery.

LISZT FERENC PASSENGER 
NUMBERS CLOSE TO 1.3 M 
IN JULY

Passenger numbers at Liszt Ferenc 

International climbed to 1,294,608 

in July, operator Budapest Airport 

said in a monthly bulletin. Passenger 

volume rose by over 140% from the 

same month a year earlier but was still 

at 80% of the pre-pandemic level. The 

most popular destinations in July were 

London, Tel Aviv, Antalya, Amsterdam 

and Frankfurt. Cargo volume at the 

airport reached 14,647 tonnes in July. 

For the period January-July, cargo 

volume reached 113,181 tonnes, up 

11% year on year and 47% higher than 

in the same period in 2019.


