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In the statement, Agriculture Minister István Nagy said the measures would not entail clear-cutting, reducing the size of 

forested areas in Hungary, or harming their condition.  The government is working to ensure that people can use firewood 

instead of gas wherever possible, he said.  It has banned the export of firewood from the country and instructed state 

foresters to increase production, and eased regulations to further facilitate that process.  „There will be enough firewood 

on the market to satisfy demand,” the minister said. 

Some two million hectares of forests yield some 3.5 million cubic meters of firewood every year when managed sustainably, 

Nagy said. With the new regulations, “the basic provisions of forestry and environmental protection laws that ensure the 

expanse and condition of Hungarian forests will not change at all,” he said.  Hungary currently runs one of the largest 

reforestation and tree-planting programmes in Europe, Nagy said. The government has supported the planting of new 

forests on 44,000 hectares in the past two years, he said.

Firewood production remains sustainable in Hungary, the agriculture ministry 
said, responding to claims that a decree easing felling undermined climate 
protection efforts. 

FIREWOOD PRODUCTION ‘SUSTAINABLE’
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Prime Minister Viktor Orbán at a cabinet meeting on Saturday
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OPPOSITION PARTIES 
SLAM GOVT OVER  
ENERGY POLICIES

Opposition parties on Saturday 

castigated the government for 

preferring fossil fuels to renewables 

in attempts to handle the energy 

shortfall. Instead of felling more 

trees, insulating housing would be 

a better solution, LMP co-leader 

Máté Kanász-Nagy told a press 

briefing. He said plans were to 

destroy forests for firewood instead 

of exploiting green solutions to the 

energy crisis. Instead of “heating 

Hungarian streets with Russian gas”, 

an insulation scheme would help to 

reduce bills while also helping to 

create tens of thousands of jobs, 

he said, adding that 650,000 homes 

could be insulated by the end of the 

current parliamentary cycle in 2026. 

The LMP politician also claimed 

possible savings of 420,000 tonnes 

in carbon dioxide emissions and 2 

billion cubic meters of natural gas.

On Sunday, LMP launched a petition 

against the measures.  LMP lawmaker 

Bernadett Bakos said on Sunday that 

no other government in Europe was 

trying to ease the energy crisis by 

“cutting down forests”. The measure 

is short-term damage control rather 

than a solution, she told a press 

conference. The petition garnered 

13,000 signatures on the first day, Bakos 

said. The party is holding a protest in 

front of the Agriculture Ministry on 

Tuesday, she said.

Meanwhile, Rebeka Szabó, 

Párbeszéd’s co-leader, said the ban on 

wind farms should he lifted and the 

tax on solar panels and heat pumps 

abolished. In a statement today, she 

also decried the government’s decree 

on firewood as “pointless and harmful”, 

saying Hungary’s native forests were 

under “serious danger”. The possible 

consequences of deforestation, she 

added, were worse air pollution, water 

shortages and drought.

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

has said the energy crisis should be 

resolved through responsible energy 

policy rather than “cutting down 

forests”. The government decree will 

again allow clear-cutting in protected 

forests within the boundaries of 

Budapest, and set back other “hard-

won achievements” in their protection, 

Karácsony said on Facebook.  The 

poorest Hungarians have always been 

heating with wood, and so were left 

out of the government scheme to 

maintain a cap on household energy 

bills, Karácsony said, calling on the 

government to provide “substantial 

support” for those groups. “And they 

have a duty to consult with us, the local 

authorities, before they lay waste to 

our forests,” he said.

ORBÁN EXPRESSES 
CONDOLENCES OVER 
POLISH BUS ACCIDENT  
IN CROATIA

Prime Minister Vik tor Orbán on 

Saturday sent an of ficial message 

to Mateusz Morawiecki, his Polish 

counterpar t,  expressing his 

condolences over an accident 

involving a Polish bus in Croatia, 

the PM’s press chief said.

A bus carrying pilgrims 

from Poland to a holy site in 

Medugorje, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 

veered of f the motorway and 

slammed into a wall in the early 

hours of Saturday in Croatia. 

Of those on the bus, 12 were 

killed and 32 injured, 19 of them 

seriously. “ I  would like to express 

my condolences to you and the 

Polish nation on behalf of myself 

and the Hungarian people. We 

will  pray for the speedy recovery 

of those injured and the families 

of the victims,” Orbán said in the 

message.

FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICIAL: HUNGARY 
CONDEMNS TERRORIST 
ATTACKS AGAINST ISRAEL

Hungary condemns terrorist 

attacks against Israel, a foreign 

ministry official said on Sunday. 

Commenting on Israel’s Breaking 

Dawn military operation against 

Islamic Jihad and the launch in 

response of more than 350 rockets 

from Gaza into Israel between 

Friday evening and Saturday 

evening, Peter Sztaray, the state 

secretary for security policy, said 

Hungary lauds Israel’s efforts in the 

fight against terrorism and urges 

the EU-Israel Association Council 

to be convened as soon as possible.
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DEPUTIES SUBMIT ASSET 
DECLARATIONS ON TIME

All members of the Hungarian 

parliament who have taken their 

oaths as members of parliament have 

submitted their asset declarations 

before the Friday deadline, the head 

of the immunity committee told MTI. 

János Hargitai noted that MPs, under 

a recent law, are now required to 

disclose their income and business 

shares rather than their properties. 

The heads and deputy heads of the 

State Audit Office, the Economic 

Competition Office and members 

of the Competition Council, the 

heads of the Budget Council, the 

Public Procurement Council and its 

members, the chief prosecutor and 

his deputies, the governor of the 

national bank and its vice governors, 

members of the Monetary Council and 

the bank’s supervisory board, the head 

and members of the Media Council 

are also required to submit such 

declarations under the law and have 

done so, Hargitai said.  All declarations 

have been published on parliament’s 

website.

POLICE: 16,144 REFUGEES 
ARRIVE FROM UKRAINE  
ON SATURDAY

Fully 6,423 people crossed into 

Hungary directly from Ukraine on 

Saturday, while another 9,721 from 

Ukraine crossed from Romania, 

the national police headquarters 

(ORFK) said. Police issued temporary 

residence permits valid for thirty 

days to 308 people, ORFK told MTI 

on Sunday. Holders of such permits 

must contact a local immigration 

office near their place of residence 

within thirty days to apply for 

permanent documents, it added. 

Budapest received 107 people, 40 

children among them, by train, ORFK 

said.

TWENTY ILLEGAL 
MIGRANTS INJURED AS 
TRUCK VEERS OFF ROAD

A truck carrying illegal migrants 

crashed into a ditch near Üllő, in 

central Hungary, on Sunday, injuring 

20 migrants, Pest County police said on 

their website. The migrants claiming to 

be Indian, Afghan and Pakistani, were 

taken to hospital, police.hu said. Some 

15 suffered serious injuries while five 

were lightly hurt. The Hungarian driver, 

49, was taken into custody charged 

with people smuggling, the statement 

said. The truck was fleeing from police 

when it crashed near Üllő. The truck 

slammed into several police cars near 

Cegléd before crashing some 40km 

further on.

ORBÁN GREETS 
PARTICIPANTS IN 
BREAD OF HUNGARIANS 
PROGRAMME 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

sent a letter to participants in 

the Bread of Hungarians charity 

programme on the occasion of 

completing the collection of the 

grain necessary for this year’s bread 

to be distributed among “nearly 

100,000 needy Hungarian children 

and families”.  In his letter, read out 

by commissioner Zsolt Nyitrai at an 

event in Hajdunánás, in north-east 

Hungary, Orbán noted the historic 

drought affecting the country, as well 

as the war in Ukraine, which he said 

“caused prices to soar”. The prime 

minister said he was glad Hungarian 

farmers were “doing everything for 

there to be bread on the table of 

Hungarian families”. 

UEFA FINES HUNGARIAN 
TEAM EUR 79,000 FOR  
FAN VANDALISM

The Union of European Football 

Associations (UEFA) has fined 

Hungarian club Ferencváros for 

the disruption caused by its fans 

at a Champions’ League qualifier 

against Slovan Bratislava in July in 

Bratislava, the organisation said 

on its website. The fine was levied 

for the fans’ racist behaviour, the 

use of rockets and fireworks, for 

throwing various objects on the 

pitch, vandalism and provocative 

chants, as well as for blocking the 

passageways of the stadium, UEFA 

said. Ferencváros will also have 

to close a 1,000-seater section 

of its stadium from the public at 

its next home match, and display 

an anti-racist banner there, the 

organisation said.


