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Windisch was elected with 136 votes in favour and 23 votes against, with 11 votes being ruled invalid. After the vote, 

Windisch took his oath of office before parliament. Windisch, currently deputy leader of the Central Statistical Office (KSH), 

had been nominated for the post by parliament’s relevant committee at the recommendation of the ruling Fidesz-Christian 

Democrat alliance. The head of ÁSZ is elected for a 12-year term with a two-thirds majority of lawmakers in a secret ballot.

In a hearing before parliament’s economic committee on Monday, Windisch said the role of ÁSZ would become more 

important “in times of financial and economic difficulties”. In the future “it will be increasingly important that state spending 

is not only legitimate but successful and effective, too”, he said. Windisch said he supported deregulation, adding that a 

number of areas were “highly overregulated with a small number of deviancies prevented through too many rules”. He 

said he wanted “fewer but more thorough” probes.

Lawmakers on Monday elected László Windisch head of the State Audit Office (ÁSZ).

PARLT ELECTS STATE AUDIT OFFICE HEAD

Presser on 31st Băile Tușnad summer 
university

War in Ukraine

European Parliament holds plenary 
session
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Desiccated Lake Vekeri near Debrecen
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: MIGRATION 
REACHES ‘NEW LEVEL  
OF DANGER’

Migration pressure at Hungary’s 

southern border has reached a “new 

level of danger”, the foreign minister 

said in Subotica (Szabadka), in northern 

Serbia, after meeting Nikola Selaković, 

his Serbian counterpart, on Monday. 

Péter Szijjártó insisted that migrants 

were “increasingly aggressive and 

violent”, adding that “they now have 

weapons and they use them”. Szijjártó 

said Europe was facing “dramatic 

challenges” including a “permanent 

inflationary environment” due to 

the war in Ukraine and sanctions 

against Russia. “The migrant crisis is 

aggravating ... and Hungary has to 

face that challenge presenting itself as 

pressure from the south and the east at 

the same time,” he said. He told a joint 

press conference that as a result of the 

increasingly intensive war in Ukraine, 

the number of migrants at Hungary’s 

eastern borders was growing, with over 

10,000 refugees arriving daily, totalling 

over 820,000 so far. “Concurrently, the 

pressure of migration is growing. More 

than 110,000 illegal migrants have been 

stopped at our southern border so 

far,” he said, adding that increasingly 

violent migrants carrying guns posed 

a security threat for both Serbia and 

Hungary. “We must make it clear that 

this is not a human rights issue,” he 

said. “I would like to make it clear that 

these people attacking our police and 

acting aggressively in Serbia, shooting 

guns, have no right whatsoever to 

enter Hungary’s territory.” Szijjártó 

said the migrants had been crossing 

through safe countries and violated 

several borders, which means that they 

arrived in Serbia by committing a series 

of crimes and “nobody has the right 

to act this way”. The situation will get 

increasingly serious because the war in 

Ukraine results in the threat of famine 

at several locations in the world, he 

said. “The food supply crisis will most 

probably put a more serious migratory 

pressure on Serbia and Hungary alike. 

As a result, I believe we are in the last 

hour that Brussels and NGOs linked to 

[US financier] George Soros should stop 

encouraging migrants and organising 

migration,” he added. “We are asking 

Brussels and NGOs linked to Soros not 

to encourage the migrants, not to abet 

them to commit crimes and to violate 

the sovereignty of countries, such as 

Serbia and Hungary.” The responsibility 

for violent crimes committed by 

migrants, including acts that caused 

the loss of lives, lies with those that 

encourage migrants to come to Serbia 

and Hungary, he said.

Szijjártó said Hungary would not 

allow any illegal migrants to enter 

and advised them to not even try. “It 

is not worth coming to Serbia because 

they will not be able to move on to 

Hungary,” he added. He said that 

while Hungary was fulfilling its duty 

to let in and help people fleeing from 

war in the east and to stop the illegal 

migrants in the south, Brussels was 

holding back monies due to Hungary 

“in an effort of political blackmail”.

Meanwhile, Szijjártó said cooperation 

between Serbia and Hungary was 

a success story, with a spectacular 

increase in trade between the two 

countries. During the first four months 

of this year, trade increased by 117% 

compared to the same period of 

last year and the increase was 42% 

in the whole of 2021 compared to 

the year before, he added. He said 

the modernisation of the Belgrade-

Budapest railway link, “the largest 

joint effort of all times”, had already 

entered a phase of implementation 

also in Hungary. As a result, under an 

agreement signed by the ministers on 

Monday, rail traffic on the line will be 

stopped from August 1 and cargo traffic 

will be moved to the Szeged-Subotica 

line which had been refurbished. 

Commenting on energy issues, he said 

the two countries had recently made 

arrangements to ensure that “natural 

gas from Russia, which is critical for the 

security of energy supplies in Serbia, 

as well as in Hungary, and for the time 

being cannot be replaced, should 

securely arrive in Serbia and Hungary.”

FINMIN: OPPOSITION 
PROPOSALS WOULD 
BOOST SPENDING  
BY EUR 11.5 BN

Proposals submitted by the leftist 

opposition to next year’s budget 

would increase spending by 4,600 

billion forints (EUR 11.5bn) and require 

tax hikes amounting to 3,240 billion 

forints, the finance minister said on 

Facebook on Monday. Mihály Varga 
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said the 436 opposition proposals 

would involve changes worth 

approximately the same amount 

the government would allocate for 

family assistance, and the utility cut 

protection and defence funds. The 

leftist opposition would increase the 

public burden by 3240 billion forints, 

the proposals including introduction 

of a “carbon tax” of 200 billion forints, 

as well as corporate tax increase aimed 

at collecting an extra 2,360 billion 

forints, Varga said. According to the 

minister, the opposition proposals are 

aimed at “eating up” budget reserves, 

through spending 1,900 billion forints 

as opposed to the originally reserved 

1,260 billion forints. “Our purpose is 

to preserve our achievements and 

maintain stability even amid a wartime 

crisis,” Varga said, adding that passing 

the opposition proposals into law 

would result in a higher deficit and 

state debt.

FINA PRESIDENT 
EXPRESSES THANKS  
TO HUNGARY

President of the International 

Swimming Federation (FINA) Husain 

Al-Musallam has expressed thanks to 

Hungary for hosting the 19th World 

Aquatics Championships. He said after 

the last event of the championships, 

the men’s water polo final, that all 

venues involved in Hungary had been 

“perfect” and thanks were due to the 

Hungarian government, to Budapest 

and to the authorities for organising 

the event in a short time. He welcomed 

the fact that in five years, Hungary will 

again host the FINA World Aquatics 

Championships.

Meanwhile, Balázs Fürjes, state 

secretary at the prime minister’s 

office and FINA board member, 

said Hungary and its capital had 

“made history” through organising 

and holding the world aquatics 

championships during the past 

two weeks. He noted that the 

country had a mere four and a half 

months to prepare for the event 

attended by over 10,000 people. 

Foreign visitors spent some 77,000 

guest nights in Budapest, he said, 

adding that “it did especially good 

to tourism” following a recession in 

the sector caused by the coronavirus 

pandemic. He also added that the 

championships had been followed 

by over 2 billion people on television 

and online. Budapest has become “an 

international sports capital”, Fürjes 

said, insisting that “nobody else could 

organise international sports events 

faster and more efficiently”. “Budapest 

is the only capital in the world to 

host three world championships in 

10 years,” he said, noting that in 2027 

another FINA world competition 

would be held in Hungary.

POLICE: OVER 11,000 
REFUGEES ARRIVE FROM 
UKRAINE ON SUNDAY

Fully 6,161 people crossed into 

Hungary directly from Ukraine on 

Sunday, while another 5,396 from 

Ukraine crossed from Romania, the 

national police headquarters (ORFK) 

said. Police issued temporary residence 

permits valid for thirty days to 242 

people, ORFK told MTI on Monday. 

Holders of such permits must contact 

a local immigration office near their 

place of residence within thirty days 

to apply for permanent documents, it 

added. Budapest police received 149 

refugees, 49 children among them, 

arriving by train, ORFK said.


