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“We must be strong, well-prepared and united because it is the only way to prevent us from the dangers our community 

faces and protect Hungarians’ peace and safety,” Orbán said.  There are many dangers, with hundreds of thousands of 

migrants storming Hungary’s borders, western European cities being attacked by terrorists, a deadly virus threatening people 

in the past two years and most recently, a war starting in a neighbouring country, he said.  The most important task of the 

state is to protect public order, Orbán said. Any government that is unable to guarantee the safety of life and property will 

lose the right to expect cooperation from citizens, he added.In another development, the prime minister said that over 

the past thirty years, the lowest number of crimes were committed in Hungary during the past few years. Hungary has 

become one of the safest countries in Europe and Budapest one of the safest capitals, he added. In the upcoming decades, 

the order and safety of a country will represent the greatest advantage in international competition, he said. 

Hungarians need to rely on their country “because it is the homeland that protects 
us from all troubles and dangers” Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said on Satuday at an 
officers’ graduation ceremony at the National University of Public Service.

ORBÁN: HOME COUNTRY PROTECTS CITIZENS FROM 
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Boating season starts at Lake Balaton



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

2

JULY 4, 2022
MORNING ISSUE AM

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
UNDER PRESSURE ‘ 
FROM EAST, SOUTH’

Hungary is “under simultaneous 

pressure from the east and from the 

south”, the foreign minister told public 

Kossuth Rádió on Sunday morning. 

Péter Szijjártó said that some 12,000-

13,000 refugees were arriving daily 

from war-stricken Ukraine, adding that 

“when fleeing from war, you cannot 

go anywhere but to a neighbouring 

country”. On the other hand, migrants 

at Hungary’s southern borders “have 

no right to cross” since they “violated 

the borders of several safe countries 

including Serbia and Hungary”. 

Hungary will maintain strict border 

controls, therefore “there is a great 

need” to set up an independent force 

for that purpose, he said.  Besides 

the east, NATO should also focus on 

challenges in the south, with special 

regard to an increasing threat of 

terrorism, and a possible famine 

due to interrupted grain supplies 

from Ukraine, which could trigger 

“unprecedented” waves of migration, 

Szijjártó warned. “Peace is in Hungary’s 

interest in every possible aspect,” 

the minister said, adding that “each 

minute of the war in Ukraine poses a 

security threat”. The Hungarian military, 

therefore, needs to be developed, “to 

which end defence spending will 

reach 2% of GDP next year”, he said. 

An atmosphere of war has overtaken 

NATO, Szijjártó said but added that 

“luckily the position prevails that 

everything must be done to avoid 

a direct conflict between NATO and 

Russia”.  He called it a “wise decision” 

that NATO as an alliance will not send 

weapons to Ukraine “as that would 

threaten an even greater tragedy”. 

Concerning energy, Szijjártó said 

that in view of “energy prices earlier 

thought inconceivable” those 

countries will be safe in future that are 

able to produce sufficient energy for 

their own consumption. The upgrade 

of the Paks nuclear plant “will be of 

tremendous help” to Hungary, he 

added. The Hungarian government is 

“continuously speeding up the project” 

so that the two new blocks could start 

production in 2030, Szijjártó said, 

adding that the upgraded plant and 

solar developments would bring the 

country “very near to self-sustenance” 

in terms of electricity. Construction 

at Paks is not hindered by European 

sanctions against Russia, as peaceful 

use of nuclear energy is “not impacted 

in any way” by those restrictions, 

Szijjártó said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
TO LAUNCH BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT SCHEME 
IN BOSNIA’S REPUBLIKA 
SRPSKA

Hungary is launching a business 

development programme in Republika 

Srpska, Bosnia’s autonomous Serb 

Republic, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said in Banja Luka on Friday. 

In the first phase of the scheme, the 

government will invite bids to disburse 

35 million euros in development 

funding among local small and 

medium-sized companies, Szijjártó 

told a joint press conference with 

Bosnia’s Serb leader Milorad Dodik. 

Under the scheme, more than 1,000 

companies will be able to apply for a 

maximum of 25,000 euros to procure 

Hungarian-made assets, he said. The 

window for applications will be open 

from Sept 1 until Oct 15, and the grant 

agreements are planned to be signed 

before the end of the year, Szijjártó 

said. Economic growth boosts stability 

and contributes to strengthening 

peace, the minister said. The business 

development programme will benefit 

both the Hungarian and Bosnian 

economies, he said. The Hungarian 

government supports Bosnia and 

Herzegovina’s stability and aspirations 

for European integration, “not just in 

words, but through its actions as well”, 

Szijjártó said. Meanwhile, the minister 

said there are 134 Hungarian soldiers 

serving in the European Union’s 

peacekeeping mission in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina.

“We believe the right thing to do 

is to provide constant assistance 

and support to the Western Balkan 

countries, and we aim to engage in 

dialogue in line with a responsible 

neighbourhood policy,” Szijjártó 

said. Civilised dialogue is needed 

instead of sanctions and threats, he 

said, adding that “it is only natural 

to us that we don’t support any EU 

sanctions against the legitimate 

and elected leader of any Western 

Balkan country.” Szijjártó said that 
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“during these seriously challenging 

times” all European politicians had a 

duty to do everything they could to 

improve the continent’s stability and 

security. “Speeding up the integration 

of the Western Balkans region would 

be one of these things,” the minister 

said. He blamed Brussels for “the 

integration process being this slow”, 

saying Hungary disagreed with the 

European Council’s decision not to 

grant EU candidate status to Bosnia 

and Herzegovina.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EUROPE 
FACING SERIOUS 
ECONOMIC CHALLENGES

Europe is facing serious economic 

challenges due to the war in Ukraine 

and the community’s sanctions against 

Russia, the foreign minister said on 

Facebook on Saturday. Péter Szijjártó 

added that “an environment of war 

inflation is likely to stay for the long 

run”. In this situation, increasing the 

tax burden on productive companies 

would further deteriorate Europe’s 

competitiveness and jeopardise “tens 

of thousands of jobs”, he said. The 

Hungarian government, therefore, 

opposes the introduction of a global 

minimum tax in Europe, he said, and 

insisted that such a measure would 

result in one of the highest tax hikes 

in Hungary. Szijjártó dismissed recent 

remarks by the French finance minister 

suggesting that Hungary had been 

motivated by something else to 

oppose the minimum tax, and said “we 

don’t usually mix up things of different 

kinds and respectfully ask our French 

friends not to do so either”.

KOCSIS URGES SETTING 
UP INDEPENDENT BORDER 
CONTROL FORCE

It is high time Hungary set up an 

independent force to control its 

borders, the group leader of ruling 

Fidesz said on Saturday, in connection 

with an armed clash between migrant 

groups in Serbia earlier in the day. Máté 

Kocsis said that the conflict, outside 

Subotica (Szabadka) had claimed 

lives. Kocsis noted that over 100,000 

migrants had attempted to cross into 

Hungary illegally since the beginning 

of this year, and said that the police 

and soldiers currently controlling the 

border would also be needed at the 

Ukraine-Hungary border.

GYÖNGYÖSI ELECTED 
JOBBIK LEADER

MEP Márton Gyöngyösi was elected 

the new chairman of opposition 

Jobbik at the party’s congress on 

Saturday. Gyöngyösi received 68% 

of the votes, as against 29% received 

by his opponent István Földi, it was 

announced at a press conference after 

the meeting. Gyöngyösi confirmed 

MTI information that Balázs Ander 

had withdrawn from the race for 

party leader in order to support him. 

He said Jobbik members wanted to 

leave behind a period of turmoil and 

wished for Jobbik to start rebuild 

itself. “Considering that Hungary 

currently has no real nationalist and 

conservative party,” Gyöngyösi said he 

was determined to lead such a party. 

He promised to develop Jobbik as 

a pro-Europe party which is based 

on values and takes its principles 

seriously. “I would like Jobbik to be an 

intellectual home and community for 

everyone pursuing democratic values 

and proud of their home country,” he 

said. He added that there might be a 

cooperation of opposition parties once 

again in the future but currently Jobbik 

must focus on strengthening its own 

nationalist conservative policies.

In response to a question, he said 

he would keep his mandate as an MEP.

POLISH, HUNGARIAN 
OFFICIALS 
COMMEMORATE 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY  
OF 
BALATONSZENTGYÖRGY 
BUS ACCIDENT

The victims of a bus accident 

involving Polish pilgrims twenty 

years ago in Balatonszentgyörgy were 

commemorated at the memorial site 

on Friday.

Twenty of the passengers of the 

Polish bus died when the vehicle 

turned over and many others were 

injured. Miklós Soltész, the prime 

ministerial state secretary for church 

and national relations, told the 

gathering to mark the occasion that 

the friendship between the two 

nations was deeply rooted and should 

not be allowed to be upturned. Polish 
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ambassador to Hungary Sebastian 

Keciek said in his speech delivered 

in Hungarian that the victims of the 

accident had been helped by the local 

Hungarian community “and many 

people of good will, for which we are 

extremely grateful”. Representatives of 

the municipality, police and disaster 

management authority also attended 

the commemoration.

TOP COURT ANNULS 
LEGAL PROVISIONS  
ON PUBLIC USE OF LAKE 
BALATON AREA

Hungary’s Constitutional Court has 

annulled certain legal provisions that 

enabled the restriction of the public 

use of the area around Lake Balaton.

The court reviewed the 

constitutionality of the provisions 

in question at the request of a 

lawmaker. In a statement on Friday, 

the court cited the complaint as 

saying that the law on the protection 

of the Lake Balaton area allowed 

construction around the lake to 

be regulated by government and 

ministerial decrees. According to the 

complaint, the provisions in question 

failed to guarantee the protection of 

the Lake Balaton area as required by 

the Fundamental Law and granted 

exemptions to restrictions on 

construction around the lake. The 

court ruled that any exemptions to 

legal rules ensuring the fulfilment of 

obligations concerning the protection 

of state institutions needed to be 

regulated by law. However, the current 

regulation grants exemptions to rules 

established by law and allows for 

regulation by decree by weakening the 

guarantees of the fundamental right to 

a healthy environment, the court said. 

The court said it has therefore annulled 

the provisions in question of the 2018 

law on the spatial planning of certain 

priority regions in Hungary, citing 

unconstitutionality.

POLICE: OVER 12,000 
REFUGEES ARRIVE  
FROM UKRAINE ON 
SATURDAY

Fully 6,724 people crossed into 

Hungary directly from Ukraine on 

Saturday, while another 5,408 from 

Ukraine crossed from Romania, the 

national police headquarters (ORFK) 

said. Police issued temporary residence 

permits valid for thirty days to 313 

people, ORFK told MTI on Sunday. 

Holders of such permits must contact 

a local immigration office near their 

place of residence within thirty days 

to apply for permanent documents, it 

added. Budapest police received 117 

refugees, 71 children among them, 

arriving by train, ORFK said.

WATER SUPPLY RESTORED 
IN LOCALITIES WEST  
OF BUDAPEST

The water supply in all settlements 

west of Budapest has been 

restored, regional waterworks 

DMRW said on Sunday, but added 

that due to the continuing heat 

wave restrictions will stay in 

force in Solymár, Pilisszentiván, 

Pilisborosjenő, Pilisvörösvár, 

Pilisszentkereszt, Budakalász, Pomáz, 

Szentendre, Pilisszántó, Üröm, and 

Csobánka. The service provider 

asked costumers to use drinking 

water “responsibly” and help avoid 

interruptions in the supply. The 

local governments of Solymár, 

Szentendre, Pomáz, Budakalász, and 

Pilisborosjenő have also issued a ban 

on using drinking water for watering 

gardens or lawns, washing cars, and 

filling swimming pools. The highest 

heat alert is in force for the whole 

country until Monday midnight.


