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Speaking in Madrid after the NATO summit, Péter Szijjártó said the meeting’s final session covered security challenges to the 

south of Europe. The minister said the Islamic State terrorist group had recently ordered its followers to take advantage of 

the focus on Ukraine and carry out attacks in Europe. He noted the recent terrorist attacks in north Africa and the Far East. 

This situation is further aggravated by the looming global food shortage stemming from the war in Ukraine, which could 

cause a fall in the food supply of Middle Eastern and African countries that are already bordering on instability, he said. 

This critical food shortage will lead to a rise in extremism and the threat of terrorism, which are root causes of migration, 

leading to a “brutal increase” in migration pressure, he added. Szijjártó noted that the Hungarian authorities apprehended 

over 100,000 illegal migrants on the country’s southern border so far this year. Meanwhile, Hungary is seeing an influx of 

people fleeing the war in Ukraine from the east, all of whom are being allowed into the country, he added.

Food shortages resulting from the war in Ukraine and the growing threat of terrorism 
are expected to put Europe under greater migration pressure than ever before, 
Hungary’s foreign minister has said.

MIGRATION PRESSURE ‘TO REACH NEW HIGH’

Stats office report on trade in April 
2022

LMP press conference

M
TI

/Z
so

lt 
Sz

ig
et

vá
ry

Hungary’s Péter Gálicz en route to the bronze medal in the men’s 25km open 
water swimming event in the World Aquatics Championships
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
COMMITTED  
TO PROTECTING EU 
EXTERNAL BORDERS

Hungary has accepted more than 

800,000 refugees from Ukraine “while 

we have stopped 100,000 illegal 

migrants on the southern border, 

which we will continue doing,” Péter 

Szijjártó said after the NATO summit 

in Madrid. Hungary is committing “a 

huge amount of resources” to ensuring 

that Europe’s external borders are 

well protected, he said. “We’re not 

really getting any external assistance 

but we are protecting our border 

nevertheless,” he added. Szijjártó said 

NATO also had a role to play in this area, 

noting that it had to support countries 

like Morocco, Egypt, Jordan and 

Lebanon, whose stability was critical 

to the protection of the alliance’s 

member states. The minister said he 

will travel this afternoon to Istanbul, 

where he is scheduled to discuss the 

upgrade of Hungary’s Paks nuclear 

power plant with the leaders of Russia’s 

Rosatom on Friday.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
GOVT OF ‘TAX CUTS’ WILL 
NOT IGNORE SNAGS  
OF GLOBAL MINIMUM TAX

Introducing a global minimum 

corporate tax poses challenges that 

Hungary’s government, which is 

committed to a policy of tax cuts, 

“cannot ignore”, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said late on Wednesday in 

Madrid, after talks with US Secretary of 

State Anthony Blinken. Speaking on the 

sidelines of the NATO summit, Szijjártó 

said low taxes on jobs and companies 

boosted competitiveness, and 

Hungary had proven this ever since 

introducing the lowest corporate tax 

in the EU, breaking investment records 

year after year. Tax hikes would have 

“tragic consequences” in the difficult 

situation the world and the European 

economy finds itself in, and would 

threaten tens of thousands of jobs in 

Hungary, he said. The global minimum 

tax would cost Hungary its competitive 

edge, he added.

Meanwhile, the minister said NATO’s 

new strategic concept adopted at 

the summit earlier on Wednesday 

confirmed NATO as a defence 

alliance with nuclear resources at its 

disposal. The summit also adopted 

a comprehensive aid package for 

Ukraine on training, education and 

post-war reconstruction, he noted, 

adding that Hungary supported the 

package as a means to ensure that “the 

war in Ukraine doesn’t spill over the 

borders.” He stressed that the package 

for Ukraine would not stray over a red 

line of risking a direct confrontation 

between NATO and Russia. Szijjártó 

said Hungary had taken a stand for 

peace, and saw “every minute spent 

on war in Ukraine as a security threat 

to Hungary”. Strategic communication 

channels should remain open with 

Russia “lest we leave behind the last 

hope of a diplomatic solution,” he 

added. Fortunately, the “big and 

strong” member states agree with 

Hungary that direct confrontation 

and the expansion of the war should 

be avoided, and that a degree of 

communication should be maintained, 

he said.

PALKOVICS: HUNGARY  
ON TRACK TO FULFILING 
2030 CLIMATE GOALS

Hungary has already cut greenhouse 

gas emissions by 34% compared with 

1990 levels, and it is well on track to 

fulfil the European Union’s climate goal 

of 55% by 2030, László Palkovics, the 

minister of technology and industry, 

told commercial broadcaster Inforádió. 

To achieve that score, Hungary will shut 

down the lignite-operated block of 

the Mátrai power plant and increase 

solar capacity, he said. Hungary is 

expected to have 6GW solar energy 

capacity by next year, a goal originally 

slated for 2030, he said. The current 

geopolitical situation raises the value 

of domestically produced energy, 

he said. Meanwhile, Hungary is 

planning to ensure reserve capacity 

for supplying energy when sunlight 

is scarce, he said. “The situation we 

are facing today is going to push 

our energy system towards green 

solutions,” he said.

Regarding the EU agreement 

proposing to sell only carbon 

neutral new vehicles by 2035, 

Palkovics said the original proposal 

“would have spelled the end of 

the internal combustion engine”. 

The final proposal, proposed 
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by Germany and supported by 

Hungary, does not ban carbon 

neutral internal combustion engines 

such as those driven with hydrogen 

or synthetic fuel, he said.

JUSTICE MIN CALLS  
FOR ‘CULTURE  
OF CONSENSUS RATHER 
THAN VETO LOGIC’  
IN EUROPE

The political programme of the 

European elite is divorced from 

the needs of the people, Justice 

Minister Judit Varga told the daily 

Magyar Nemzet, calling for a “culture 

of consensus” to replace “veto logic” 

in the bloc. She said Hungary was a 

“principled, fair partner” of the EU, 

“but we keep our common sense 

when ideological madness sweeps 

the EU”. Hungary has supported 

“everything the rest of the bloc did, 

including the sanctions packages, 

despite our misgivings”, Varga 

said. The discrepancy between 

the political programme of the 

European elite and the needs of the 

European people was apparent in 

the EU’s migration policy, she said. 

“Now, with the war, it is clear that 

Brussels’ sanctions on energy are 

downright harmful, exacerbating 

the problems rather than easing 

them by contributing to drastic 

price and utility fee rises, and a 

wartime crisis,” she said.

Varga called it unlikely that the 

EU would amend its basic treaties 

to scrap member states’ veto 

rights. The treaties are based on 

the principle of consensus, she 

said. “Which raises the question 

whether the Commission and the 

member states’ majority act in line 

with [the treaties] when they ignore 

the harm to the basic interests of 

others and create situations that 

exclude consensus,” she said. 

Responding to a question, Varga 

said Hungary’s EU presidency slated 

for the second half of 2024 will come 

on the heels of the 2024 European 

parliamentary elections, “when 

the EU will elect new presidents 

for the European Commission, 

Council and Parliament. We will 

be there, an inevitable presence 

on the European stage -- we will 

have to use that opportunity to the 

country’s advantage,” she said.

FIDESZ CALLS FOR MEP 
CSEH TO STEP DOWN 
FROM RAPPORTEUR ROLE

Momentum MEP Katalin Cseh 

should be immediately recalled 

from her position of European 

parliamentary rapporteur over her 

link to a fraud case involving EU 

funds, Fidesz’s MEP group said in a 

letter addressed to EP colleagues. 

Tamás Deutsch, head of Fidesz’s 

EP delegation, said Cseh, who is 

responsible for the EP’s report on 

the fight against fraud involving EU 

funds, was herself “the subject of 

a fraud case involving EU funds”. 

“The only acceptable move to 

preserve the European Parliament’s 

remaining credibility would be the 

immediate recall of Katalin Cseh as 

rapporteur,” Deutsch said.

MOMENTUM, SOCIALIST 
MEPS WIN MEP AWARD

Bi-weekly The Parliament Magazine 

elected Momentum MEP Katalin 

Cseh and Socialist István Ujhelyi 

MEPs of the year. Cseh won the 

award for her work on the response 

to the coronavirus pandemic. 

Ujhelyi won in the category 

Infrastructure, Transport and 

Tourism, for his work in introducing 

the free InterRail programme and 

for supporting tourism during the 

pandemic.

LMP URGES 
INTRODUCTION  
OF BUDAPEST 
CONGESTION CHARGE

Opposition LMP has said it is high 

time to introduce a congestion 

charge in Budapest, arguing that 

deteriorating air quality in the city 

was costing “thousands of lives” 

a year. “Inhabitants of downtown 

Budapest are paying for the 

comfort of motorists with their 

lungs,” according to LMP lawmaker 

Antal Csárdi. The charge would help 

to reduce traf fic, he said, adding 

that the 5,000 forint (EUR 12.6) 

“climate pass” proposed by his 

party would give people access 

to all means of public transport in 

the city.
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PÁRBESZÉD TELLS 
GOVT: DO MORE TO CUT 
GREENHOUSE GASES

The opposition Párbeszéd party has 

submitted an amendment proposal to 

the draft budget that would allocate 

more than 3 billion forints (EUR 7.6m) 

to green goals. Párbeszéd wants the 

government to spend more on the 

insulation of buildings so that they 

do not absorb heat, party lawmaker 

Rebeka Szabó said. Having air 

conditioners running all the time is not 

the solution because when they are on 

they are “heating the street”. Szabó also 

called on the government not to build 

over public parks.

MI HAZÁNK URGES STATE 
SUPPORT  
FOR DEFENCE INDUSTRY 
DEVELOPMENTS

Opposition Mi Hazánk has called 

for greater state support for the 

development of Hungary’s defence 

industry. László Toroczkai, the party’s 

leader, told a press conference on 

Thursday that Hungary’s defence 

industry should be revived based on 

research and development. Ruling 

Fidesz, he said, should “change its 

age-old practice of making any form 

of economic development dependent 

on multinational, global companies 

of German origin.” Instead, the state 

should set up companies and research 

centres aimed at boosting the defence 

industry, he added. Such a move 

would improve Hungary’s defence 

capabilities while creating excellent 

business opportunities, he said.

MONKEYPOX CASES 
RECORDED IN HUNGARY 
RISE TO 19

Health experts have identified 

seven more cases of monkeypox in 

Hungary, bringing the total number of 

confirmed cases to 19, health authority 

NNK said on Thursday. All the patients 

are male, the youngest 29 and the 

oldest 41 years old, with most living in 

Budapest, the NNK said. None require 

hospitalisation, and each person is 

isolating at home, it added. Contact 

tracing for the patients is under way, 

the NNK said.

NBH DIRECTOR: INFLATION 
TO PEAK IN AUTUMN

Inflation is expected to peak in autumn 

2022, then gradually subside until it 

reaches the central bank’s tolerance 

band at the end of 2023, and the NBH 

target of 3% by 2024 H1, according to 

Gergely Baksay, director of the National 

Bank of Hungary (NBH). Presenting the 

quarterly Inflation Report, he noted 

that the NBH has raised its inflation 

forecast to 11.0-12.6% for 2022, 

from 7.5-9.8% in the March report. 

Hungarian inflation is the lowest in the 

region, thanks to price caps introduced 

on basic goods, which stop energy 

price hikes from raising customer 

prices, he said. The government 

measures are expected to moderate 

inflation by 4.3 percentage points in 

2022 and 0.7 of a percentage point 

in 2023, Baksay said, noting that the 

estimate was based on the technical 

assumption that the price caps would 

be phased out gradually between 

October 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023. 

Food prices may increase by more than 

20% in the coming months, while raw 

material and energy costs are close to 

peaking, he said. Producer prices are 

still rising so these are still passing 

through into consumer prices.

The NBH raised its GDP growth 

forecast in the fresh report to 4.5-5.5% 

in 2022 from its earlier projection of 

2.5-4.5%. The NBH expects higher, 

consumption-driven growth this year.

The NBH expects the current 

account deficit to temporarily rise to 

6% in 2022. This year’s narrowing of the 

foreign trade deficit can be attributed 

to the deteriorating terms of trade, the 

slowdown in external markets and 

the import requirement of the strong 

domestic demand, it said. The NBH 

expects the budget deficit to fall to 

4.9% of GDP this year and 2.5% in 2024. 

The public debt-to-GDP ratio could fall 

below 75% in 2022 from 76.6% at the 

end of last year, Baksay said.

INDUSTRIAL PPI 
ACCELERATES TO 32.3%  
IN MAY

Industrial producer prices in Hungary 

rose by an annual 32.3% in May, 

picking up from a 28.8% increase 

in the previous month, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said, adding 
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that industrial prices rose mainly 

because of dearer raw materials and 

energy prices, higher wages and a 

weaker forint. Prices for domestic sale 

climbed 43.3%.

DEATHS OUTPACE BIRTHS 
IN MAY

Preliminary data show that 7,581 

children were born and 9,984 people 

died in April 2022, with the number 

of live births increasing by 2.0% and 

deaths decreasing by 7.6% in June 

2021-May 2022 compared with the 

same period a year earlier, according 

to the Central Statistical Office (KSH). 

The natural population loss was 2,403 

in May this year as against 4,055 in 

May 2021, KSH said. In May 2022, 7,234 

couples tied the knot, up 3.2% from 

May 2021.

In the past 12 months, 90,379 

children were born, down 2.0% 

from the same period of last year, 

while 144,494 people died, 7.6% 

fewer than in the previous year. The 

natural population loss came to 54,115 

compared with 64,154 in the same 

period of last year, a drop of 16%. 

Between May 2021 and April 2022, 

70,545 couples were married, 0.4% 

more than the previous year.

POLICE: 11,095 REFUGEES 
ARRIVE FROM UKRAINE  
ON WEDNESDAY

Fully 6,106 people crossed into 

Hungary directly from Ukraine 

on Wednesday, while another 

4,989 from Ukraine crossed from 

Romania, the national police 

headquarters (ORFK) said. Police 

issued temporary residence permits 

valid for thirty days to 332 people, 

ORFK told MTI on Thursday. Holders 

of such permits must contact 

a local immigration office near 

their place of residence within 

thirty days to apply for permanent 

documents, it added. Budapest 

police received 27 refugees, 10 

children among them, arriving by 

train, ORFK said.

LOCALITY NEAR BUDAPEST 
HIT BY WATER SHORTAGE

About 3,000 inhabitants of Solymár, 

a hillside village north-west of 

Budapest, have been hit by a 

serious water shortage, with 1,000 

households having no access to 

drinking water at all, Tamás Menczer, 

ruling Fidesz party lawmaker of the 

region, told a press conference on 

Thursday. Citing the service provider 

Danube Regional Waterworks 

(DMRV), Menczer said the reason 

for the shortage was insufficient 

capacity of the water supply network 

and an increase in consumption due 

to the heatwave. Water tankers are 

providing supplies in the meantime, 

he noted.

HEAT ALERT EXTENDED 
UNTIL MONDAY MIDNIGHT

The chief medical officer has extended 

a heat alert in effect in Hungary since 

Monday until midnight next Monday. 

The weather service said on Facebook 

that a cold front is expected to arrive 

late on Friday but its effect will be felt 

only in western Hungary.

In the meantime, the Hungarian 

Meteorological Service (OMSZ) 

measured a record-high 39.6 C. in 

Berettyóújfalu, in eastern Hungary. 

The June 30 record so far was 38.9 

C, in Pécs, in southern Hungary, in 

1950.

HUNGARY WINS 
GLOBALCAPITAL BOND 
AWARD

Hungary has won GlobalCapital’s 

2022 Bond Award for most impressive 

issuer in central and eastern Europe 

based on the votes of issuers, 

investors and market players. The 

gong is for Hungary’s bond market 

performance in 2021 when the 

country issued low interest, long-

term dollar, euro and green bonds, 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga noted 

on Facebook.

NIGHT OF MUSEUMS 
DRAWS RECORD 330,000 
VISITORS

The Night of Museums on Saturday 

drew a record crowd of 329,174 

visitors nationwide, compared 

with 164,000 visitors last year, Péter 

Hoppál, the state secretary for 

culture told public radio. Over 430 

venues hosted 2,500 programmes 

across the country.


