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Hungary is pro-peace, Viktor Orbán said in a video on Facebook, noting that the summit was tackling weighty issues such 

as the deteriorating situation in Ukraine, the food crisis, wartime inflation and the looming economic crisis. “Our stance and 

Hungarian interests are clear: we must stay out of this war,” he said. NATO, a defence organisation, should not be dragged 

into the war, Orbán said. Brokering peace should be the top priority, he added. Hungary is promoting the swiftest course 

to a ceasefire and peace talks, he said. “We propose that NATO focus on bringing about peace.” At the same time, peace 

also requires strength, he added. Hungary is raising its defence spending to 2% of GDP next year, a year earlier than its 

commitment to NATO, he said. “Peace will bring about economic prosperity; there won’t be inflation in peacetime, and 

the risks threatening Hungary’s security will abate,” he said. Orbán arrived in Madrid late on Tuesday, when King of Spain 

Felipe VI welcomed the leaders at a gala dinner in the royal palace.

Bringing about peace will eliminate wartime inflation, the prime minister on the 
sidelines of the two-day NATO summit in Madrid.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: DIRECT 
CONFRONTATION 
BETWEEN NATO, RUSSIA 
MUST BE AVOIDED

A direct confrontation between NATO 

and Russia must be avoided at all costs, 

especially since the war in Ukraine is 

threatening to be a protracted one, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in 

Madrid on Wednesday, on the sidelines 

of the NATO summit. A protracted war is 

likely to result in “the senseless death of 

thousands, lingering wartime inflation 

deepening into a global economic 

crisis, and energy security taking a hit.” 

So brokering peace is a top priority, he 

said. Strategic communication channels 

must remain open between NATO 

and Russia to avoid direct conflict and 

“unintentional escalation”, he said. 

The summit is scheduled to adopt 

a new strategic concept later on 

Wednesday, “and it is high time as the 

security environment has changed a lot 

since 2010,” Szijjártó said. The document 

promotes “all-round defence”, focusing 

on threats from both the East and the 

South. This way, NATO will take part 

in the fight against terrorism and the 

resulting migration waves, he said. 

The member states are also expected 

to approve a comprehensive support 

package for Ukraine, mainly consisting 

of training, education, post-war 

reconstruction, cyber defence and the 

delivery of bulletproof vests, he said. 

“The package also ensures that NATO 

will continue to refrain from delivering 

lethal aid to Ukraine. Its fundamental 

approach makes it possible to avoid 

direct confrontation between the 

alliance and Russia,” he said.

Szijjártó also welcomed the conclusion 

of talks between Turkey, Sweden 

and Finland, paving the way to their 

accession to NATO, he said.  “Hungary is 

contributing to NATO remaining the most 

successful defence alliance of all time,” he 

said. Hungary will raise defence spending 

to 2% of GDP in 2023, a year earlier than 

its original commitment, he said.

ORBÁN: ‘WE MUST NOT 
GET DRAGGED INTO WAR’

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán held talks 

with Centrist Democrat International 

President Andrés Pastrana in Madrid on 

Wednesday morning, ahead of the NATO 

summit, Orbán’s press chief said. Bertalan 

Havasi said that the meeting had also 

been attended by Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó and the sides were in agreement 

that the war in Ukraine must be prevented 

from spilling across the border, Ukrainian 

people must get support and refugees 

must be given shelter. Commenting on 

the NATO summit, Orbán said: “We will 

not support any proposal that could 

drag NATO or Hungary into this conflict, 

because this is a Russian-Ukrainian war 

and NATO is a defence alliance.”

MINISTRY: EU CLIMATE 
PACKAGE TAKES 
HUNGARIAN INTERESTS 
INTO ACCOUNT 

The climate package agreed on 

by European Union environment 

ministers coincides with Hungary’s 

interests, ensuring that the 

government’s cap on energy bills 

can be maintained in the long run 

and domestic industry can stay 

competitive, a government official 

said on Wednesday. The five-point 

package includes measures to achieve 

the 2030 climate targets, Attila Steiner, 

state secretary for energy and climate 

policy, said.

The EU will stay on track to reduce 

CO2 emissions by 55% percent 

below 1990 levels, he noted, adding 

that by 2020 Hungary reduced its 

emissions by 34%.  He said that, at 

Hungary’s initiative, the EU emissions 

trading scheme will be transformed 

by introducing automatic price 

protection mechanisms when 

quota prices get too high. Also, the 

expansion of the emissions trading 

scheme will begin in 2027, one year 

later than planned, in light of the war 

in Ukraine, Steiner said. Hungary’s cut 

of 59 billion euro fund, he said, will be 

above average, amounting to almost 

1,000 billion forints in additional 

resources between 2027 and 2032. 

This money may be used to offset the 

effects of the quota trading system 

and to develop schemes under the 

energy transition, Steiner said.

BAKONDI: MORE 
THAN 105,000 ILLEGAL 
MIGRANTS CAUGHT AT 
BORDER SO FAR THIS YEAR

The Hungarian authorities have 

prevented over 105,000 people from 
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crossing the border illegally so far this 

year compared with 43,000 at this 

point in 2021, the prime minister’s 

chief domestic security adviser said 

on Wednesday. “Attempts by migrants 

to enter the country forcefully in large 

groups, physical assault against patrol 

officers and migrants damaging the 

border fence have become everyday 

occurrences,” György Bakondi told 

public broadcaster M1.

Italy, Greece and Turkey are again 

seeing large waves of migrants 

reaching their maritime borders and 

many are trying to enter Europe via 

Spain and the Western Balkan route, 

Bakondi said. Most of those arriving are 

Syrians, Afghans, Pakistanis and Indians, 

he added. He said there were no signs 

of migration waning by the end of the 

summer, so the situation demanded 

careful analysis and firm government 

action. Given the situation on the 

Ukraine-Hungary border and the 

war in Ukraine, it can be said that the 

Hungarian authorities are handling “a 

very complex and in many ways a very 

dangerous situation on the country’s 

borders requiring enormous effort and 

concentration”, Bakondi said.

MEDIAWORKS SUSPENDS 
VILÁGGAZDASÁG, 
FIGYELŐ PRINT COPIES

Mediaworks Hungary is suspending 

the printed editions of business daily 

Világgazdaság and the weekly Figyelő 

indefinitely. The two publications will 

still appear online while the publisher 

carries out major restructuring, 

reallocating resources to further 

develop online economic content, 

the company told MTI. Mediaworks 

cited inflation, rising paper and energy 

prices, as well as mounting difficulties 

linked to strained supply chains as the 

reasons behind its decision.

BUDAPEST ASSEMBLY 
VOTES TO TAKE OUT  
HUF 32 BN LOAN

The Budapest Assembly on 

Wednesday voted to take out a 32 

billion forint (EUR 80.1m) development 

loan. According to the resolution 

approved by city councillors, Budapest 

will obtain the 20-year loan from the 

consortium led by OTP Bank to finance 

developments planned for this year. 

The loan agreement will require the 

approval of the government. The 

decision passed with 17 votes in favour 

and 9 votes against from ruling Fidesz-

KDNP councillors.

GOVT OFFICIAL: NYUGATI 
RAILWAY STATION REVAMP 
GETS EU SUPPORT

The project to renew Budapest’s 

Nyugati railway station has been 

awarded European Union funding, 

a state secretary at the Ministry of 

Technology and Industry (TIM) said 

after a meeting of EU transport officials 

in Lyon. Hungary’s National Transport 

Centre (NKK) has been awarded 2.8 

billion euros for the upgrade of the 

Nyugati station, Dávid Vitézy said on 

Facebook. Meanwhile, he said a project 

to build new train stations in southern 

Budapest had been rated “excellent” by 

the European Commission. However, 

because the project’s environmental 

permit was revoked earlier this year, 

a decision on its financing has been 

delayed until a new permit is obtained, 

Vitézy said. The state secretary called 

the project “the most important rail 

link between the eastern and western 

part of the country”.

BUDAPEST TO INTRODUCE 
NEW UNIFORM PARKING 
SYSTEM

The Budapest municipal general 

assembly decided on Wednesday 

to replace the current complicated 

parking system involving 27 zones with 

a clear and uniform system involving 

4 zones. The new parking regulations 

were approved with 22 votes in favour 

and 7 votes against at the general 

assembly meeting.

The hourly rate for parking in 

zone A will be 600 forints (EUR 1.50) 

and it will apply between 8am and 

10pm. Parking in zone B will cost 450 

forints per hour, to be paid between 

8am and 8pm, in zone C the hourly 

rate will be 300 forints and in zone 

D 200 forints, payable between 8am 

and 6pm. The maximum allowed 

parking time in zones A, B and C 

will be 3 hours. The new system will 

enter force on September 5 and the 

total size of parking zones in the city 

will increase by around 10 percent 

on the same date. A proposal by 

ruling Fidesz-KDNP to change the 
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starting time for parking fees from 

8am to 8.30am failed to receive 

majority support at the meeting.

JOBBIK URGES HIGHER 
WAGES FOR POLICE

Opposition Jobbik is urging higher 

wages for police. Zoltán Sas, a party 

lawmaker and head of parliament’s 

national security committee, told an 

online press briefing that one of the 

biggest problems connected with next 

year’s budget was that police wages 

had been neglected. The monthly 

basic salary for police (38,650 forints) 

has not changed for the past 14 years, 

and the actual salary paid 160,000-

180,000 forints (EUR 400-450) was 

insufficient, he said, calling for an 

immediate wage hike since this could 

help staunch a staff exodus, which, he 

added, already threatened the proper 

functioning of the police force. The 

state could lose one of its basic pillars 

if the police cannot function, and this 

would “create an extremely dangerous 

situation for all of us,” he added.

POLICE: OVER 10,000 
REFUGEES ARRIVE FROM 
UKRAINE ON TUESDAY

Fully 5,819 people crossed into 

Hungary directly from Ukraine on 

Tuesday, while another 4,449 from 

Ukraine crossed from Romania, the 

national police headquarters (ORFK) 

said. Police issued temporary residence 

permits valid for thirty days to 259 

people, ORFK told MTI on Wednesday. 

Holders of such permits must contact 

a local immigration office near their 

place of residence within thirty days 

to apply for permanent documents, 

it added. Budapest police received 54 

refugees, 19 children among them, 

arriving by train, ORFK said.

HUNGARY RECORD 3,042 
NEW CORONAVIRUS CASES 
LAST WEEK, 21 FATALITIES

Fully 3,042 new Covid-19 cases were 

registered last week, while 21 people 

died in connection with the virus, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Wednesday 

in a round-up of last week’s data. 

Altogether 6,411,804 have been 

vaccinated, with 6,198,798 having 

received a second shot, 3,884,105 a 

third, and 305,216 a fourth. There have 

been 1,928,125 Covid cases since the 

start of the outbreak and 46,647 have 

died. Currently there are 9,548 active 

infections and 233 Covid patients 

are hospitalised, 5 intubated on a 

ventilator. Fully 1,871,930 people have 

made a recovery.

TRANSPORT AUTHORITY 
WON’T ALLOW STRANDED 
PASSENGERS TO STAY 
OVERNIGHT AT AIRPORT

Ground-handling and “other 

stakeholders” at Budapest’s 

international airport face fines to failing 

to assist stranded passengers and for 

possibly allowing night-time flights to 

exceed the number permitted by the 

regulations. On Sunday night, several 

passengers at the airport received 

neither their luggage nor any help or 

information about how to get hold 

of their possessions, the ministry 

of technology and industry (TIM), 

noting that the transport authority 

has launched an investigation. 

Also, stakeholders must provide 

information about the number of 

planes landing at night, which may 

have exceeded the limit, the ministry 

said on Wednesday. Fines of several 

million forints may be levied, it added. 

Ground-handling companies must 

have sufficient resources to serve the 

airlines under contract, the ministry 

said. Also, the airport operator and the 

airline must make clear when they are 

notified of a flight delay, it added.

FINMIN: HUNGARY HEALTH 
INDUSTRY SUPPORT 
SCHEME AIDS 57 FIRMS

The Hungarian government’s health 

industry support scheme has so far 

helped 57 businesses carry out a total 

of 83 investments, creating and saving 

some 5,700 jobs in the process, Finance 

Minister Mihály Varga said. The 67 billion 

forint (EUR 167.6m) scheme will help 

generate some 86 billion forints’ worth 

of health industry investments in the 

country, Varga said after inaugurating 

a new upgrade at Molar Chemicals in 

Halásztelek, near Budapest.

The pharmaceutical company 

has received 700 million forints in 

government support for a 900 million 

forint investment, Varga said. Hungary 

cannot afford to be fully dependent 
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on foreign suppliers, he said, arguing 

that the coronavirus pandemic had 

demonstrated that adverse conditions 

can thwart the procurement of even the 

most critical products. By strengthening 

domestic businesses, Hungary will be 

able to offset international supply chain 

disruptions, he added. 

FINE ARTS MUSEUM  
TO OPEN MATISSE SHOW 
ON THURS

The Budapest Museum of Fine 

Arts is opening its first large-scale 

exhibition of the works of Henri 

Matisse on Thursday, showing over 

150 works encompassing the artist’s 

60-year career, organisers told a 

press conference on Wednesday. 

The show runs until Oct. 16. The 

museum’s director, László Baán, said 

2022 was the museum’s “strongest” 

year yet, with shows of Cezanne, 

Bosch, Matisse and El Greco filling 

the season. Curator Dávid Fehér said 

the exhibition entitled The Colour 

of Ideas -- Masterpieces of the Paris 

Centre Pompidou, mounts works 

from all main periods of the artist’s 

corpus, from the early experiments 

to his late gouache paper cut-outs. 

Curator Aurélie Verdier of the 

Centre Pompidou noted that the 

centre is home to one of the most 

significant Matisse collections, and 

the Budapest exhibition aims to 

give a comprehensive view of the 

artist’s oeuvre.

Opening the landmark exhibition, 

President Katalin Novák said art and 

culture were needed “even in the 

darkest of times”. Noting that Matisse 

created even during the horrors of two 

world wars, Novák said the artist had 

not put his brush down knowing that 

art and culture were needed in this dark 

period. The salutary lesson, she added, 

was that every effort must be made to 

prevent the current war from escalating 

further. “We Hungarians want to win 

peace, not war...” the president said.” 

Peace talks are akin to an open window 

that can lead us out of the darkness.” To 

survive the war, the wisdom of leaders 

is needed, as well as the works of artists 

“who can transmute our pain, anger, 

feelings of loneliness and experience 

into poetry, prose, music and images.” 

Novák said Russia was the aggressor 

in the war in Ukraine, and its leaders 

were responsible, yet writings of 

Pushkin, Tolstoy or Solzhenitsyn, the 

works of Tchaikovsky and Prokofiev 

should not be discarded because of 

their decisions.

RECORD-HIGH 
TEMPERATURES  
IN HUNGARY,  
SOME WATER SHORTAGES

Hungary witnessed record-

high temperatures in the early 

morning as well as the afternoon 

on Wednesday, with peak 

temperatures reaching 39.2 C, the 

Hungarian Meteorological Service 

(OMSZ) said. OMSZ measured 24.8 

C. in Keszthely, western Hungary, 

early in the morning, the highest 

morning temperature measured 

on a June 29. The record so far was 

23.7 C. measured in Tata, in northern 

Hungary, in 1997. Highs reached 39.2 

C. in Adony, near Budapest. The 

highest temperature on this day was 

last recorded in 1994.

Meanwhile, temporary water 

shortages have been experienced in 

ten localities of Pest County due to the 

heatwave as well as technical problems 

and a drop in pressure, according to 

the Danube Regional Waterworks 

(DMRV). The authority has asked 

residents to reduce consumption. 

The authority said it was working at 

maximum capacity to ensure the 

continuous supply of drinking water.


