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The pipeline delivers natural gas to Hungary from Russia via Turkey, Bulgaria and Serbia, he said. It will ensure that Hungary 

receives the full amount of gas to be supplied under the long-term agreement it concluded with Russia last September, he 

said. Noting reduced Russian gas deliveries to western Europe due to “maintenance difficulties on Nord Stream 1”, Szijjártó 

said Hungary was currently receiving about half the usual amount of gas via Austria. The missing 1.3 million cubic meters 

of gas daily can be easily procured from the market, he said.Hungary is also ahead in filling up its gas reserves which are 

currently at 23% of annual demand, as against 15% on average in European Union member states, he said.  Meanwhile, 

the government is working “full steam” to prepare the upgrade of the Paks nuclear power plant, he said. Szijjártó said he 

is scheduled to meet Russian energy giant Rosatom’s CEO in Istanbul on Friday, to review the situation. “The aim is to have 

the new blocks up and running by 2030,” he said. 

Delivery of natural gas to Hungary resumed on the Turkish Stream pipeline on Monday 
evening after scheduled maintenance works, Péter Szijjártó, the minister of foreign 
affairs and trade, said in Budapest on Tuesday.
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Hao Yang and Junjie Lian of China at the men’s 10m synchronized diving 
event at the FINA Aquatics World Championships
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PALKOVICS CALLS  
ON EU TO COMPENSATE 
HOUSEHOLDS FOR 
GROWING EMISSION 
COSTS

László Palkovics, the minister of 

technology and industry, has called on 

the European Union to compensate 

households for growing energy costs, 

should the EU decide to expand its 

emissions trading system (ETS) to include 

households and vehicles.  Speaking after 

a meeting of EU environment ministers 

in Luxembourg, Palkovics told MTI over 

the phone that households could not 

be burdened with higher energy costs 

without compensation. 

The EU is mulling to expand its 

emissions trading system, which 

determines the maximum annual 

greenhouse gases for member states, 

to include emissions by households 

and vehicles.  Meanwhile, “certain 

member states” are pushing to slash 

the European Social Fund, which could 

compensate households, from 59 billion 

euros to 41 billion, he said. Such a step 

would also threaten to curb the 2.7 

billion euros Hungary is receiving from 

the fund during a six-year cycle, he said.  

The minister called on the EU to keep 

the fund at the current level to ensure 

the compensation of households.

The EU’s Fit for 55 package for green 

transition aims to reduce greenhouse 

emissions by at least 55% by 2030, 

compared with 1990 levels, Palkovics 

noted. Curbing emissions from 

households and vehicles is key to 

that process, Palkovics said, but the 

ministers decided to postpone the 

introduction of regulations on the 

matter until 2027, he said. Should the 

regulation come into effect in 2027, 

Hungarians can be compensated fully 

from the Social Fund, Palkovics said.

After the meeting, Palkovics 

met European Commission Vice-

President Frans Timmermans, and 

said that Hungary saw the green 

development of the country’s energy 

systems as a priority.  Upgrades to its 

energy system will also contribute to 

the country’s energy independence, 

as will achieving the 2030 and 2050 

EU climate goals, the ministry cited 

Palkovics as saying. The EU’s funding 

of those investments would serve the 

continent’s energy independence in 

the long term, he told Timmermans. 

Hungary is planning investments to 

make the economy greener and to 

help energy storage, he said.

NAVRACSICS: GOVT  
TO CONCLUDE PACT  
ON EU FUNDS IN 2ND HALF 
OF 2022

The government will to conclude 

a partnership agreement with the 

European Union in the second half 

of 2022 which will enable Hungary to 

access EU funds, the minister for regional 

development and the uptake of EU funds 

said on Tuesday.  Hungary will then have 

access to 10,000 billion forints (EUR 24bn) 

for its operative programmes and an 

additional 4,000 billion in rural agriculture 

development, Tibor Navracsics told a 

press conference in Budapest, after a 

meeting of the Association of Cities with 

County Rights (MJVSZ).

FINMIN: SUPPORT  
FOR LOCAL COUNCILS  
TO INCREASE NEXT YEAR

Support available for local councils 

will increase by 95 billion forints (EUR 

238m) next year, Finance Minister 

Mihály Varga said on Tuesday. 

Varga told a press conference after 

addressing the general meeting of 

the alliance of cities with county-

seat status that the central budget 

allocation for local councils will total 

969 billion forints next year and the 

councils will have access to some 4,000 

billion forints as a whole. The aim is to 

make the Hungarian economy and the 

budget of municipalities crisis resistant 

even under the current circumstances 

involving a war in the neighbouring 

country, Varga said. Károly Szita, the 

mayor of Kaposvár, in south-western 

Hungary, and president of the alliance, 

told the press conference that the 

participants had asked government 

support from Varga for local councils 

that will be unable to generate enough 

income to pay for increased energy 

charges.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HIGHER 
ENERGY PRICES, 
DWINDLING SUPPLY 
PRODUCE VICIOUS CIRCLE 

The fallout of the war in Ukraine 

and related sanctions have resulted 
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in a vicious circle of skyrocketing 

energy prices and curbed supply, 

Péter Szijjártó, the foreign minister, 

said at a meeting of EU energy 

ministers in Luxembourg on Monday. 

The European Commission should 

investigate Russia’s claim that the 

reduction in volume was because 

equipment needed to operate the 

pipeline system had not be returned 

from Canada due to sanctions, he 

said. The falloff in energy supplies 

to western Europe has been felt in 

Hungary, too, though not nearly as 

much as elsewhere, he said. 

Szijjártó noted that he had turned 

to his Russian counterpart, Sergei 

Lavrov, and Alexander Novak, Russia’s 

deputy prime minister for energy, who 

both cited technical problems for the 

supply crunch. He said the Hungarian 

government’s point that energy 

supply was a physical rather than an 

ideological or political issue had been 

vindicated. Weaning the country off 

Russian gas “is not easy”, he said, 

adding that Hungary would not back a 

gas embargo under any circumstances. 

Russia supplies 8.5 billion cubic meters 

of Hungary’s 10 billion cubic meters 

of annual consumption. Ensuring 

secure and predictable supplies 

from other sources in the short to 

medium term would be impossible, 

the minister added. On the subject of 

joint procurement platforms, Szijjártó 

said Hungary supported diversification, 

but participation should be entirely 

voluntary. Meanwhile, he noted 

that Hungarian natural gas storage 

facilities are 39% full at 2.7 billion 

cubic meters, and this amount is 

roughly three-quarters of the quantity 

that EU regulations prescribe for 

Hungary. The latter accounts for 35% 

of annual consumption, or 3.6 billion 

cubic meters. Answering a question, 

Szijjártó said Hungary had emergency 

contingencies, regardless of the 

current situation, but the country’s 

energy supply was secure for the time 

being.

DEFMIN DISCUSSES 
DEFENCE COOPERATION 
WITH GERMAN 
COUNTERPART

Germany is a key ally and a strategic 

partner of Hungary in defence 

development and policy, Defence 

Minister Kristóf Szalay-Bobrovniczky 

said on Tuesday, after talks with 

Christine Lambrecht, his German 

counterpart. Szalay-Bobrovniczky told 

public media his first official ministerial 

visit signalled a “strategic commitment 

beyond occasional ideological 

disagreements and government 

cycles” to Hungary-Germany relations. 

Hungary has become a primary export 

market for Germany’s defence industry 

in recent years, he said. 

The minister said the two countries 

shared the view that NATO should stay 

out of the war in Ukraine. Regarding 

the NATO’s new strategy expected to 

be adopted at next week’s summit in 

Madrid, the minister said that besides 

the “Russian threat”, NATO should focus 

on “comprehensive defence”, which 

included combatting illegal migration, 

which is putting Hungarian border 

defence under enormous pressure.

ORBÁN RECEIVES 
VIETNAMESE PARLT 
SPEAKER

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán received 

Vuong Dinh Hue, Speaker of the 

Vietnamese National Assembly, at 

his office on Tuesday. The officials 

discussed deepening bilateral co-

operation. The Vietnamese speaker 

congratulated Orbán on his landslide 

election victory, telling the prime 

minister that the result showed the 

government put the interests of the 

Hungarian people first. Judit Varga, 

the justice minister, Péter Szijjártó, 

the minister of foreign affairs and 

trade, and János Csák, the minister of 

culture and innovation, also attended 

the meeting.  It was noted that each 

year 200 Vietnamese students have the 

chance to study in Hungary, and the 

trade volume of the two countries is 

on an upswing. Bilateral cooperation 

may be deepened in the areas of 

military security and industry, tourism, 

agriculture and pharmaceuticals, he 

said.

NÉZŐPONT: MOST 
HUNGARIANS 
DISSATISFIED WITH 
OPPOSITION

Roughly one-third of Hungary’s 

opposition voters are uncommitted to 

any party, the daily Magyar Nemzet said 

on Tuesday, citing a fresh poll by the 
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Nézőpont Institute. According to the 

pollster, an election held this Sunday 

would be won by the ruling Fidesz-

Christian Democrat alliance with 55% 

of the vote, with just three opposition 

parties clearing the threshold for seats 

in parliament. The leftist Democratic 

Coalition and radical Mi Hazánk (Our 

Homeland) would each get 6% of the 

vote, while the satirical Two-Tailed Dog 

Party would have 5%. Conservative 

Jobbik and the liberal Momentum 

Movement would both fail to secure 

parliamentary seats, ending up with just 

4% each. The Socialist Party, green LMP 

and the small liberal Párbeszéd party 

would receive 1% each, according to 

the poll. Nézőpont said that though 

12% of voters are critical of the prime 

minister, they would not vote for any 

of the opposition parties, either. The 

pollster added that nearly one-third 

of opposition voters had become 

disenchanted with the left-wing 

parties. Magyar Nemzet noted that the 

ruling parties had also dominated the 

municipal by-elections held last Sunday. 

It said Nézőpont’s findings confirmed 

that whereas support for the ruling 

parties remains stable, the opposition 

is not only finding it hard to attract new 

voters but also to retain existing ones.

KOCSIS: STATE FINANCING 
MECHANISM  
FOR PARLIAMENTARY 
PARTIES TO CHANGE

The state financing mechanism 

for parliamentary parties should 

change to reduce costs and better 

reflect the outcome of the general 

election, Fidesz’s group leader said 

on Tuesday during a parliamentary 

debate on the amendment to the law 

on the legislature and house rules. 

“Everyone’s participation is needed 

to protect Hungary’s achievements, 

and this includes all political parties,” 

Máté Kocsis of the ruling party said. 

Kocsis noted that under the bill, 3 

billion forints (EUR 7.5m) would be 

drawn away from left-wing parties and 

2 billion forints from right-wing parties. 

“If the current rules were to remain 

unchanged, the parties would cost this 

much more.”  He said the allocation 

for each parliamentary group would 

be reduced and the method for 

calculating party financing would 

better reflect each parties’ election 

performance. Individual parliamentary 

groups will not be eligible for support. 

Rather, financing will depend on the 

composition of joint lists fielded at the 

general election, he said, adding that 

the new arrangements would better 

reflect the will of voters because 

party financing would be calculated 

in proportion to seats won on the basis 

of joint election lists instead of the way 

individual parliamentary groups are 

formed.

JOBBIK WELCOMES PLANS 
FOR SETTING UP STAND-
ALONE BORDER GUARD 
FORCE

Opposition Jobbik has welcomed 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s Monday 

remarks expressing support for plans 

to set up a dedicated border guard 

force. Deputy party leader László 

György Lukács told an online press 

conference on Tuesday that Jobbik 

had been urging the move for years 

and the party is calling for setting up 

the force without delay. The security 

situation in the region and the pressure 

posed by migration on Hungary’s 

borders have made it necessary to 

send units of soldiers and police 

from the country’s central areas to 

the borders and this has “created a 

vacuum” there, he said. Setting up a 

stand-alone border guards service 

without delay is necessary and 

unavoidable, he said. The armed 

forces must focus on defence activities 

instead of guarding the borders and 

police have an important task to 

combat deteriorating public security, 

he added.

DK: WEEKLY 500-700 
PETROL STATIONS MAY 
SEE FUEL SHORTAGE

Some 500-700 petrol stations could 

be without fuel every week despite 

the fact that there are no significant 

problems with supplies in the market, 

the deputy leader of the opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK) said, 

citing a report by daily Népszava. 

László Varju told an online press 

conference that according to the 

paper, the reason behind the fuel 

shortage is that oil companies do 

not fill up their petrol stations in time 

because it is not financially viable for 

them to sell petrol and diesel at the 
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capped prices introduced by the 

government. Varju accused ruling 

Fidesz of being in cahoots with large 

oil companies, and of pushing down 

the number of people buying fuel 

at capped prices by “first capping 

the amount to be purchased at 

refuelling, then creating an artificial 

fuel shortage.” He called on the 

government to guarantee that there 

is sufficient fuel at petrol stations. 

Fidesz said in response that “if it was 

up to [DK leader Ferenc] Gyurcsány 

and his team, Hungary would have 

no petrol, no capped prices, no gas, 

no electricity, not utility fee caps 

and the country would have been 

dragged into war”. The left wing 

wanted to “strip Hungarians of oil and 

gas”, and has not voted in support 

of petrol price caps, the party said 

in a statement. Hungarians can buy 

petrol and they get fuel at the lowest 

price in Europe, the statement added.

POLICYMAKERS HIKE BASE 
RATE 185 BP TO 7.75%

Hungarian rate-setters (NBH) raised 

the base rate by 185 basis points to 

7.75% at a monthly policy meeting 

on Tuesday. The policymakers also 

expanded the two sides of the 

interest rate corridor by 135 basis 

points, with overnight deposits 

set at 7.25% and secured loans at 

10.25%. The Council also decided 

on Tuesday to raise the O/N deposit 

rate by 135 basis points to 7.25% and 

the O/N and one-week collateralised 

loan rates by 135 basis points to 

10.25%. The O/N deposit rate and 

the collateralised loan rate mark the 

bottom and the top, respectively, 

of the central bank’s “interest rate 

corridor”. The base rate is paid on 

mandatory reserves. “The [NBH] 

started the cycle of interest rate 

hikes one year ago, first among 

the central banks in the European 

Union. The further rise in inflation 

and persistent inflation risks warrant 

the decisive continuation of the 

tightening cycle,” the Council said 

in a statement released after the 

meeting.  The Council reiterated 

that maintaining tighter monetary 

conditions for a longer period is 

warranted to manage increasing 

second-round inflation risks resulting 

from persistently negative supply 

effects.  The central bank raised its 

average annual inflation forecast for 

2022 to 11.0-12.6% from a 7.5-9.8% 

forecast earlier in March. GDP growth 

in 2022 is expected to reach 4.5-

5.5%, higher than the NBH’s earlier 

estimate of 2.5-4.5%.

At a press conference after the 

meeting, NBH Deputy Governor 

Barnabas Virág said the NBH will be 

focusing on the fight against inflation 

“as the only thing worse than high 

inflation is prolonged high inflation.” 

Virág said inflation could peak in the 

autumn and therefore further decisive 

and sustained interest rate increases 

will be needed in the coming months. 

The NBH is going forward month by 

month and will continuously make 

the decisions needed to achieve price 

stability, he added.

GOVT SPOX: 
‘UNACCEPTABLE’ RYANAIR 
PASSING ON SPECIAL TAX 
TO CUSTOMERS

The government considers it 

“unacceptable” that low-cost airline 

Ryanair wants to pass on the tax 

on excessive profits to customers 

with retroactive effect, government 

spokeswoman Alexandra Szentkirályi 

said. Szentkirályi said on Facebook 

that the government expects 

every company to pay the special 

tax without burdening customers. 

Hungarian families must not be made 

to pay the price of the war, she added. 

“Hungarian families are in the focus of 

our policies, and we expect everyone 

to act in a fair and law-abiding 

manner,” she said.

“Those reaping excessive profits 

thanks to higher prices and interest 

rates can be expected to help 

the Hungarian economy and the 

Hungarian people in this difficult 

situation...” she added. State secretary 

in charge of consumer protection, 

Nóra Kupeczki, noted in the video 

on Facebook that the government 

has launched a consumer protection 

procedure against the airline. 

5G RADIATION LEVELS 
SAFE, SAY EXPERTS

The electromagnetic radiation emitted 

by 5G technology does not exceed the 

safety limits, according to tests carried 

out by Hungarian media authority 
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NMHH and health authority NNK. 

NNK and NMHH run regular radiation 

tests on 5G technology, the media 

authority said in a statement. The 

testing scheme was also presented at 

a conference held by the International 

Radiation Protection Association 

(IRPA), they said. The supposed health 

impacts of 5G technology remains 

an important topic because there is 

still a degree of public concern over 

5G radiation, the statement said. 5G 

data traffic in Hungary is still small 

compared with the older mobile 

network generations, the NMHH said. 

UKRAINIAN MUSICAL 
FOLKLORE PROJECT 
RECEIVES EUROPEAN 
CITIZEN’S PRIZE

The European Parliament has 

recognised the Polyphony Project, 

an endeavour dedicated to the 

exploration, preservation and 

presentation of Ukrainian musical 

folklore, awarding the project its 

European Citizen’s Prize in Hungary 

for 2022. The EP highlighted the 

Polyphony Project’s contributions to 

the preservation of Ukraine’s cultural 

heritage, which it said was especially 

important during the ongoing war in 

the country. The project is a “perfect 

example” of how music enriches 

Europe’s shared history, the EP said. 

György Hölvényi, an MEP of Hungary’s 

co-ruling Christian Democrats, who 

nominated the project for the prize, 

told MTI that the Polyphony Project 

has prevented thousands of authentic 

songs from being lost forever and 

made them accessible to the public. 

POLICE: OVER 10,000 
REFUGEES ARRIVE  
FROM UKRAINE  
ON MONDAY

Fully 5,912 people crossed into 

Hungary directly from Ukraine on 

Monday, while another 4,331 from 

Ukraine crossed from Romania, the 

national police headquarters (ORFK) 

said. Police issued temporary residence 

permits valid for thirty days to 513 

people, ORFK told MTI on Tuesday. 

Holders of such permits must contact 

a local immigration office near their 

place of residence within thirty days 

to apply for permanent documents, it 

added. Budapest police received 165 

refugees, 78 children among them, 

arriving by train, ORFK said.

RELIGIOUS JEWS CAN 
STAY AT LAKE BALATON 
REFUGEE CAMP

The Unified Hungarian Jewish 

Congregation (EMIH) and the 

Association of Ukrainian Jewish 

Communities has opened a 

refugee camp for religious 

Jews in Balatonőszöd, at Lake 

Balaton. In April, Ukrainian and 

Hungarian Jewish organisations 

requested the government’s help 

in opening a camp for hundreds 

of Ukrainian refugees at the 

180,000sqm government resort 

at Balatonőszöd, which had lain 

unused for several years, EMIH said 

in a statement. The two Jewish 

groups partially renovated the 

resort and are fundraising to pay for 

more renovations and a temporary 

expansion, when it will be fit to 

accommodate 644 people once 

completed. Facilities will include 

kosher kitchens and classrooms 

for children. Further information is 

available at machnechabad.hu.


