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Palkovics told a press conference that all conditions are in place to extend the plant’s lifespan by between 10 and 20 years.

The four blocks at Paks, each with a nominal capacity of 500MW, were built between 1982 and 1987. Their 30-year lifespans 

were extended by 20 years between 2012 and 2017. The government is also planning upgrades to increase the plant’s 

efficiency, as well as new energy storage solutions, Palkovics said. If the plant has 20 more years left in it during which it 

can operate safely at high efficiency, then its lifespan should be extended, he said.

“We don’t see any technical issues that would have a significant effect on the extension of the plant’s lifespan,” he said, 

adding he was hopeful that Hungary could renegotiate the conditions of the extension in Brussels.

Meanwhile, he noted that the European Green Deal required Hungary to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050, which meant 

investing in electrical energy. He also said that Hungary’s photovoltaic capacity would increase from the current 6GW to 

12-14GW by 2030.

Hungary’s government is committed to extending the lifespan of the Paks nuclear 
power plant, László Palkovics, the minister of technology and industry, said in Paks  
on Friday.

GOVT COMMITTED TO PAKS POWER PLANT EXTENSION
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Hungarian team winning silver medal in the mixed 4x1500 m open water 
swimming event in the 19th World Aquatics Championships in Budapest
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DEFENCE MINISTER: 
MIGRATION SITUATION 
‘VERY SERIOUS’  
AT SOUTHERN BORDER

The defence minister called the 

situation posed by migration at 

Hungary’s southern border “very 

serious” after inspecting an army base 

at Kelebia on Sunday. The number 

of migrants seeking to illegally 

cross to the territory of Hungary, an 

EU country, has doubled this year, 

Kristóf Szalay-Bobrovniczky said on 

Facebook. “I visited the base at Kelebia 

to learn first-hand about the situation 

and thank our troops for their service,” 

the minister said.

Szalay-Bobrovniczky called security 

a fundamental national interest, which 

he said can be guaranteed by the 

Hungarian armed forces. “Hungarian 

people can count of them under any 

circumstances,” he said. Reiterating the 

government’s position, the minister 

said that problems posed by migration 

must be tackled where they arise. For 

this reason, the Hungarian armed 

forces will continue to participate in 

NATO missions, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
TO PROVIDE HUF 4 M AID 
TO EARTHQUAKE-HIT 
AFGHANISTAN PROVINCE

Hungary will provide 4 million forints 

(EUR 10,000) worth of emergency aid 

to help victims of the earthquake 

that claimed over 1,000 lives in 

eastern Afghanistan, the foreign 

minister said on Saturday. Two million 

forints will be provided through 

the government’s Hungary Helps 

humanitarian aid programme while 

the other 2 million by the Hungarian 

Ecumenical Charity, Péter Szijjártó 

said on Facebook.

“Help must be provided where 

the trouble occurred and it must be 

provided fast,” he said, noting that the 

earthquake measuring 5.9 in Paktika 

province killed over 1,000 people and 

destroyed most of the region’s home 

and infrastructure. The aid will be 

provided within the shortest possible 

period of time, he said.

MI HAZÁNK REJECTS 
UKRAINE EU CANDIDACY

The radical Mi Hazánk (Our Homeland) 

party on Friday said it rejected the 

European Union candidacy granted 

to Ukraine, saying the country was 

“unprepared”. Mi Hazánk leader 

László Toroczkai called it “shocking” 

that at the EU summit this week, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán “voted 

for granting candidate status [to 

Ukraine] without a single objection 

or condition, for example demanding 

a guarantee to ensure the collective 

rights of Hungarians living in the 

country”.

Meanwhile, “it is clear” that Ukraine 

is not prepared for the candidacy, 

Toroczkai said. He insisted that a 

multitude of “corruption cases”, the 

“mafia state” and Ukraine’s intention 

to have other countries pay for post-

war reconstruction disqualified 

it from EU candidacy, as did its 

treatment of “its indigenous state-

founding minorities”.

DK: HUNGARIANS ‘PRO-EU’

The spokesman of the opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK) party said 

on Sunday that “each and every step 

taken recently by Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán points in the direction that he 

wants Hungary to quit the European 

Union”. But Hungarian people support 

their country’s being an EU member 

and “DK will make every effort to 

thwart Orbán’s vicious plan”, Balázs 

Barkóczi told a press conference 

streamed on Facebook.

“Hungary’s place is in the European 

Union,” the DK lawmaker said, adding 

that the party had submitted to 

parliament a proposal initiating that 

the government should reaffirm its 

commitment towards fundamental EU 

values. Contrary to the prime minister’s 

concept, the powers of the European 

Parliament must be strengthened, not 

weakened, Barkóczi said.

PÁRBESZÉD TO SUBMIT 
HUF 300 BN ‘GREEN’ 
AMENDMENTS TO 2023 
BUDGET

Opposition Párbeszéd will submit 

a 300 billion forint (EUR 748.5m) 

package of amendments to the 

2023 budget bill promoting 

green programmes, the party’s 

spokesman said on Saturday. The 
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package includes 200 billion forints 

earmarked for an energy efficient 

modernisation of buildings and 

50 billion for water utility upgrade, 

Richárd Barabás told a press 

conference. The party proposes 

allocating 30 billion forints for 

environmental clean-up projects, 

he said. Párbeszéd further proposes 

setting aside 10 billion forints to 

support green NGOs, 8 billion for an 

animal protection fund and 5 billion 

for the preservation and revival of 

major lakes, he said.

PARLT CTTEE HEAD TURNS 
TO PRESIDENT OVER 
POLLUTION AT RIVER SAJÓ

László Lóránt Keresztes, the head of 

parliament’s sustainable development 

committee, has turned to President 

Katalin Novák in an open letter, asking 

her to raise her voice in protection 

of the River Sajó and for eliminating 

the ongoing pollution there. The 

Sajó enters Hungary in the northeast 

from Slovakia, where contaminated 

water from a closed mine has been 

flowing into the river for months. 

Keresztes, who is also the group 

leader of the opposition LMP, said the 

pollution had already exterminated 

wildlife in a long stretch of the river, 

and the contamination had reached 

Hungary where the amount of 

harmful substances has risen above 

the threshold values, he said.

He is now turning to the president 

“seeing the inaction of the Slovak 

government and the passivity of 

the Hungarian ruling parties and 

government”. Keresztes said Slovak 

officials had “admitted” that they 

had failed to find a final solution 

to the problem, he said. Hungary 

must do everything in its power 

to stop the pollution, by offering 

professional help to Slovakia if 

necessary, he said.

MOL LOWERS REFUELLING 
LIMIT FOR RETAIL BUYERS

Hungarian oil and gas company MOL 

has set a 50-litre per-service refuelling 

limit for retail buyers at its domestic 

petrol stations from Friday, the 

company has said. The new limit is 

half the volume available so far, MOL 

told MTI.

Fielding questions at a talk on Friday, 

MOL chairman-CEO Zsolt Hernádi said 

the new limit was necessary because 

of the start of the tourism season, 

the limited volume of motor fuel at 

MOL’s disposal and technical reasons. 

The impact of the war in Ukraine, 

the imbalance between supply and 

demand, and the price regulation 

in Hungary were also contributing 

factors, he added.

He noted that a shutdown at 

Austrian peer OMV’s refinery in 

Schwechat after a scheduled 

overhaul is expected to last some 

weeks, reducing motor fuel volume 

on the central European market. 

Austria’s OMV also announced a 

50-litre top-up limit for purchases 

at 480 forints (EUR 1.2) per litre at its 

local petrol stations from Friday.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: AIR CHINA 
TO RE-LAUNCH BEIJING-
BUDAPEST FLIGHT

Air China will re-launch its direct 

flights between Beijing and Budapest 

on July 7, the Hungarian foreign 

minister said on Sunday. The airline 

was forced to terminate its flights 

more than two years ago due to 

the outbreak of the coronavirus 

pandemic, Péter Szijjártó said 

on Facebook. “We can now start 

rebuilding all that the virus has 

taken away from us,” the minister 

said, calling Air China’s decision a 

landmark in reviving the Hungarian 

economy through giving impetus to 

trade and tourism.

DEPUTY HOUSE SPEAKER 
HOLDS TALKS  
IN KYRGYZSTAN

Sándor Lezsák, deputy speaker of the 

Hungarian parliament, attended a 

session of the Parliamentary Assembly 

of the Organisation of Turkic States 

(OTS) in Cholpon-Ata, Kyrgyzstan, 

parliament’s press office told MTI on 

Sunday. Hungary has an observer 

status in the organisation. Lezsák 

held bilateral talks with Kyrgyz House 

Speaker Talant Mamytov, parliamentary 

speakers of other member states and 

the Kyrgyz ministers of culture and 

education. The deputy speaker visited 

the town of Karakol at the foot of the 

Tian Shan Mountains and inaugurated 

a memorial tablet dedicated to 
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Hungarian traveller and orientalist 

György Almásy, who led expeditions 

to the region in 1900 and 1906.

HUNGARIAN VICTIM 
OF NKVD MASSACRE 
KOROMPAY HONOURED  
IN WARSAW PANTHEON

A memorial plaque and the symbolic 

grave of Emánuel Aladár Korompay, a 

Hungarian-born victim of the massacre 

committed against Polish military 

officers by the Soviet secret police 

NKVD, was inaugurated in the Temple 

of Divine Providence and Pantheon in 

Warsaw on Saturday.

A holy mass was celebrated 

by Cardinal Kazimierz Nycz, the 

archbishop of Warsaw, in honour 

of Korompay, a linguist and the 

last Hungarian lector working 

at the Warsaw University before 

WWII, and his Polish wife and three 

daughters. “Emanuel Korompay 

and his family serve as a symbol of 

patriotism, heroism and Christian 

values,” the cardinal said in his 

homily. Concluding the ceremony, 

he blessed and placed a handful of 

soil taken from the site of the 1940 

Kharkhiv massacre in a symbolic 

grave dedicated to Korompay.

The ceremony was attended 

by Orsolya Zsuzsanna Kovács, the 

Hungarian ambassador to Poland.

Born in Budapest in 1890, Korompay 

joined the Polish army in 1919 and 

fought for Poland’s independence. 

He later got married to Mieczyslawa 

Grabas and obtained a Polish 

citizenship as well. He worked as 

lector at Warsaw University where 

he edited the first Polish-Hungarian 

dictionary. Serving as a reserve 

captain in 1939, Korompay was 

captured by the Soviet army and 

executed along 3,740 officers in the 

spring of 1940.

UNILEVER HUNGARY  
TO END PRODUCTION  
AT S HUNGARY PLANT

The local of unit of FMCG giant Unilever 

will discontinue production at its plant 

in Röszke (S Hungary), laying off 80% 

of the 190 workers, Unilever said on 

Friday. The plant’s new owner, Mezőker 

will take over 20% of the workers. 

Hungarian-owned Mezőker has been 

Unilever’s supplier for almost 30 years.

Unilever will outsource production 

of close to one-third of the products 

currently made at the plant to Mezőker 

and move the remaining two-thirds 

to its own plants in Romania and 

Germany and to a European contract 

manufacturing partner. Unilever said 

it has to adapt to changing consumer 

needs and market conditions and 

concentrate production into its larger 

plants. It added that possibilities of 

expanding the plant in Röszke would 

be limited.

Unilever also has an ice cream 

plant in Veszprém (W Hungary) and a 

household chemicals plant in Nyírbátor 

(NE Hungary). It has invested 65 million 

euros at the two plants in recent 

years and plans further investments 

of 35 million euros in the near future. 

Unilever Hungary had revenue of 99.5 

billion forints (EUR 24.9m) in 2021.


