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He said the decision was “inexplicable ... and harmful to Europe”. While Szijjártó welcomed the recent decision to grant 

candidate status to Ukraine and Moldova, he added that Georgia deserved a place in the bloc, too. The decision, he 

added, undermined the aim of strengthening the EU and amounted to a wasted opportunity. The minister insisted that EU 

preconditions demanded of Georgia were “in many cases meaningless” and lacked “a system of objective criteria”. “Brussels 

often applies the same double standards to us Hungarians,” he added. Szijjártó said Hungary would boost its support for 

Georgia and do everything possible to bolster cooperation. Support offered includes backing Georgia’s membership of 

the UN Human Rights Council, continuing to provide 80 higher education scholarships to Georgian students each year, 

and opening a 140 million US dollar Eximbank credit line to promote bilateral business cooperation, he said. After growing 

by 40% last year, trade turnover topped 60 million euros, and so far this year it has risen by 80%, he said.

Georgia should have been granted EU candidate status alongside Ukraine and 
Moldova, Péter Szijjártó, the foreign minister, said in Tbilisi on Friday.
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The Szépszivárvány folk dance ensemble performing at the 8th Székely Festival 
in Budapest
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: WeSTeRn 
BALKAnS InTeGRATIOn 
KeY FOR euROPe’S 
SeCuRITY

“Brussels and every capital in western 

Europe should understand that soon 

it will be difficult to talk about security 

in Europe without integrating the 

Western Balkans into the European 

Union,” Péter Szijjártó, the minister 

of foreign affairs and trade, said on 

Friday. “We in the neighbourhood 

of the Western Balkans are fully 

aware how important stability in 

that region is, and it would be good 

if this were understood in western 

Europe, too,” Szijjártó said in a video 

message on Facebook. Referring to 

European Council decisions passed on 

Thursday, Szijjártó said “they caused 

disappointment in several countries 

aspiring to join the EU.”

Szijjártó noted his talks by phone 

with Christian Schmidt, High 

Representative for Bosnia-Herzegovina, 

as well as with Milorad Dodik, Serb 

member of the presidency of Bosnia-

Herzegovina. Dodik, referring to 

Bosnia-Herzegovina’s political 

divisions, said “there is one question 

in which everybody has arrived at a 

consensus ... namely the importance of 

European integration”, Szijjártó quoted 

him as saying. “It would be good if the 

EU helped Bosnians to reinforce that 

consensus,” he said. Szijjártó said he 

regretted that Georgia had not been 

granted EU candidate status. “We 

think that country has implemented 

all measures required for candidacy,” 

he added. Georgia and its leaders are 

committed to joining and “we cannot 

understand why such a discouraging 

decision was passed”, he said. The 

minister said he was leaving for 

Georgia “to confirm our support to 

our Georgian friends’ EU integration”.

RÉTVÁRI: HunGARY 
AnTICIPATeS 
ILLeGAL MIGRATIOn 
SKYROCKeTInG 

The Hungarian authorities are 

anticipating illegal migration from 

the south to skyrocket, a government 

official told public broadcaster M1 

on Friday. Moreover, the increasingly 

aggressive behaviour of human 

smugglers “foreshadow a hot summer 

and autumn”. Bence Rétvári, an interior 

ministry state secretary, said the 

authorities have caught more than 

100,000 illegal entrants in southern 

Hungary since the start of the year, 

while 750 human smugglers have 

been detained, compared with 400 

in the same period last year. Some of 

the smugglers tried to “break through” 

the border in cars, he said, while others 

“threatened to use arms and hand 

grenades”. Given the war in Ukraine and 

soaring food prices in Africa, more and 

more people are setting off for Europe, 

Rétvári said, with a corresponding 

rise in the number of illegal migrants 

expected to turn up at Hungary’s 

southern border. He said Europe had 

“closed its eyes” to the problem and 

was now “even turning the other way”.

V4 AGRee TO SPeeD 
uP RAIL neTWORK 
DeVeLOPMenTS

Transport officials of the Visegrad 

Group countries have agreed to speed 

up preparations for the construction 

of a high-speed rail network across 

their countries and to step up efforts 

to transport grain from Ukraine, the 

Ministry of Technology and Industry 

(TIM) said on Friday. Europe’s current 

railway capacities are not enough to 

transport all the Ukrainian grain which 

until now had been delivered via the 

Black Sea to the west on schedule, 

state secretary Dávid Vitézy said. The 

V4 officials agreed at their meeting 

in Budapest that their countries will 

do their utmost to aid Ukraine as 

well as Africa and Asia, which rely 

on Ukraine’s exports, he said. The V4 

countries are exploring new areas for 

cooperation with a view to expanding 

their capacities for cross-border 

transport within the European Union 

as well as for mapping out transport 

opportunities via the River Danube, 

Vitézy said.

The TIM will assign top priority to 

the improvement of the international 

integration of Hungary’s rail network 

and the development of relations 

with areas beyond the border, the 

statement said. All of the V4 states 

are working on the development 

of the high-speed railway line 

linking Budapest and Warsaw via 

the Czech and Slovak capitals, 

Vitézy said. Hungary can obtain 
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the environmental permit for the 

Budapest-Győr section of the line 

within the next year, he said. Slovakia 

is currently planning the route of its 

section of the line while the Czech 

Republic and Poland are in the 

detailed planning stage, the state 

secretary added. According to the 

statement, the project will shorten 

travel times between Budapest and 

its neighbouring capitals to less than 

two hours. The journey from Budapest 

to Prague would take three-and-a-half 

hours and the full Budapest-Warsaw 

trip will be five-and-a-half hours, with 

the trains on the line reaching speeds 

of up to 320kph.

KARÁCSOnY: BuDAPeST 
TRAnSPORT PRICe HIKeS 
LIMITeD TO TICKeTS 
TYPICALLY PuRCHASeD  
BY TOuRISTS 

The price of most transport tickets and 

season passes in Budapest will not 

increase, but certain transport offers 

such as 3-day tickets, mainly purchased 

by tourists, will do, Gergely Karácsony, 

the mayor of Budapest, said on Friday.

The City Assembly will on 

Wednesday discuss the mayor’s 

proposal to raise the price of certain 

BKK tickets and fines which have 

otherwise remained unchanged 

since January 2014, Karácsony said 

on Facebook. He said many “pro-

government” localities had raised 

transport prices but Budapest was 

resisting doing so, even though 

central budget contributions to 

the financing of public transport 

in Budapest only amounted to 

6% of the total metropolitan 

transport budget. The mayor noted 

“skyrocketing” energy and fuel prices, 

adding however that raising prices 

would solve the financing problems 

of public transport in Budapest. 

Deputy Mayor Ambrus Kiss said 

recently that the planned increase 

in the price of a 24-hour day ticket 

was from 1,650 forints (EUR 4.11) to 

2,500, while the 72-hour pass would 

rise from 4,150 to 5,500 forints. On-

the-spot fines are set to increase 

to 12,000 forints from 8,000, while 

late payments of fines would go up 

to 25,000 forints from 16,000. The 

new tariffs are scheduled to take 

effect in early September, and the 

city administration anticipates price 

hikes to yield additional revenue of 

800 million forints.

PÁRBeSZÉD enCOuRAGeS 
nOVÁK TO ATTenD PRIDe 
eVenT 

The opposition Párbeszéd party 

has asked President of the Republic 

Katalin Novák to attend one of the 

events forming a part of this year’s 

Pride march and festival of the 

Hungarian LGBTQ+ community. 

Párbeszéd spokesman Richárd 

Barabás told an online press briefing 

on Friday that “the president has 

talked so much about striving to 

represent the whole nation and 

demonstrate unity ... it would help 

heal the country’s wounds if she 

honoured a Pride event with her 

attendance.” Párbeszéd “believes in 

love and freedom”, and will stand up 

for “straight and LGBTQ people alike”, 

Barabás said.

MOnKeYPOX: HunGARY 
ReCORDS 12 InFeCTIOnS 

Hungary has so far confirmed 12 

cases of monkeypox, with 6 recorded 

in the past few days, the national 

public health authority (NNK) said 

on Friday. All the patients are male, 

the youngest 28 and the oldest 

43 years old, with most living in 

Budapest, the NNK said. None require 

hospitalisation, and each person is 

isolating at home, it added.

STATS OFFICe TO 
COnDuCT CenSuS In OCT-
nOV

A census will be conducted in 

Hungary starting in October, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said 

on Friday, noting that it is recruiting 

28,000 volunteers as census officers. 

The census held from Oct. 1 to Nov. 

28 will be the 16th such survey in 

Hungary to determine the exact 

size of the population as well as to 

provide information in preparation 

for decisions concerning national 

and local developments, KSH 

said. Under a 2018 law, residents 

are obliged to answer the census 

questions and return them online 

or to give information personally 

to the officers visiting homes. The 
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officers will use tablets to record the 

answers, the KSH said, adding that 

this will be the country’s first census 

to be conducted electronically.

POLICe: OVeR 13,000 
ReFuGeeS ARRIVe  
FROM uKRAIne On THu

Fully 7,085 people crossed into 

Hungary directly from Ukraine on 

Thursday, while another 6,292 from 

Ukraine crossed from Romania, the 

national police headquarters (ORFK) 

said. Police issued temporary residence 

permits valid for thirty days to 250 

people, ORFK told MTI on Friday. 

Holders of such permits must contact 

a local immigration office near their 

place of residence within thirty days 

to apply for permanent documents, 

it added. Budapest police received 27 

refugees, 10 children among them, 

arriving by train, ORFK said.

HunGARY GROSS WAGeS 
uP 15.2% YR/YR In APRIL

The average gross wage in Hungary 

grew by an annual 15.2% to 507,500 

forints (EUR 1,265) in April, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said 

on Friday. The data for full-timers at 

businesses with at least five people 

on payroll show the average net 

wage rose at the same clip to 337,500 

forints, while the gross median wage 

increased 14.3% to 396,800 forints. 

Hungary’s statutory minimum 

wage was raised by more than 19% 

from the start of the year, while the 

salaries of many people employed 

in the public sector also increased, 

putting wage growth in the double 

digits from January. Real wage 

growth was 5.2%, calculating with 

April CPI of 9.5%.

Analysts told MTI that wages 

continued to grow at a fair clip in 

April amid a tight labour market, 

and likely future hikes could feed 

into stubbornly high inflation. 

Péter Virovácz of ING Bank said a 

new aspect of wage growth is that 

hikes in the private sector were 

above those in the public sector, 

especially in sectors where there 

are labour shortages and where 

high minimum wages are a factor. 

Household consumption may be 

boosted by strong real wage rises, 

leading to persistent demand-

side inflation, he said. In the short 

term, inflation risks connected with 

the labour market remain on the 

upside, so the central bank is likely 

to carry on raising interest rates, he 

added. Dániel Molnár of Századvég 

Economic Research noted that 

average real wage rises were peppery 

in April, with minimum wage rises 

putting upward pressure on wages 

in higher pay brackets, though labour 

shortages were also a factor. Wage 

hikes are likely to continue, he said.

PeDeSTRIAn DIeS, HIT BY 
CAR neAR BuDAPeST InTL 
AIRPORT 

A pedestrian died instantly after 

being run over by a car early in the 

evening on Thursday on the road 

running parallel with Budapest 

Ferenc Liszt International Airport, 

Budapest police (BRFK) said on their 

website. The collision happened near 

Gate D of the airport, the Budapest 

Transport Centre BKK said, adding 

that the road section in the area 

has been closed to traffic in both 

directions. BRFK said it is investigating 

the circumstances of the collision.


