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Orbán said the war in Ukraine and Europe’s sanctions policy had resulted in an energy crisis, while higher energy prices 

combined with US interest rate hikes aimed at combatting high inflation would lead to a period of recession and stagnation 

in Europe. He said epidemics were likely to recur, precipitating deepening economic downturns and intensifying migration 

waves to rich countries. Moreover, he added, the war in Ukraine would be protracted and global. “A decade of war is unfolding 

before our eyes,” Orbán said, adding that whereas it would be good this were not the case, “our starting point should not 

be our desires but reality”. Orbán said that keeping Hungary out of the war in Ukraine and ensuring the country’s peace 

and security would be the primary task of the next decade. The war in Hungary’s neighbourhood, he added, was likely 

to be protracted and involve an amount of weaponry that would be “hard to fathom”, thereby posing a constant security 

threat to the country. He said that whoever transported weapons had “one foot in the war already”.

The coming decade will be one of danger, insecurity and warfare, Viktor Orbán said  
in parliament after being re-elected as prime minister on Monday.

ORBÁN: DECADE OF INSECURITY, WARFARE AHEAD
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Viktor Orbán takes oath of office in parliament
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ORBÁN: HUNGARY STANDS 
FOR PEACE

“We stand for peace,” Viktor Orbán said 

in his inaugural speech after being 

re-elected by lawmakers as prime 

minister, adding that “war destroys” 

while “peace builds”. “So we want an 

immediate ceasefire and peace talks,” 

he said. This is a position that he would 

adhere to, he added. 

The prime minister pledged to 

work to ensure that “even in difficult 

circumstances” Hungary would move 

forward and not backwards. The 

new government will preserve its 

key achievements, even amidst the 

unfolding European crisis, and will not 

abandon its most important goals, he 

added. “We’ll protect full employment, 

family benefits ... the value of pensions, 

also the cap on utility bills,” Orbán said. 

Commenting on the April general 

election, Orbán said the election had 

taken place under “unprecedented 

international and domestic controls”. 

It was clear, he added, that Hungary 

was a place “where electoral abuses 

are not possible”, and he thanked 

opposition activists for “helping 

to protect Hungary’s reputation ... 

through their monitoring”. In the 

32 years of Hungarian democracy, 

never before had so many people 

voted for a single party than for the 

Fidesz-led alliance, and this level of 

support was “unprecedented in the 

whole of Europe”. Fidesz, he said, 

had succeeded in notching up its 

biggest win while competing “in the 

toughest terrain”, and he accused 

the left-wing opposition and “their 

international allies, financiers and the 

media” of joining up with Brussels and 

George Soros to plot the government’s 

downfall. Notwithstanding financial 

crises, pandemics, a wave of migrants 

and war, Fidesz, he noted, had won 

four times in a row. “Successive 

victories on such a scale is unusual 

in Europe and in the wider western 

world.” Orbán pledged to help 

institutions maintained by Hungary’s 

historical churches and to continue 

the unification of the nation. The 

government, he added, would 

continue to count on communities 

of faith and would guarantee the 

conditions for the preaching of the 

gospel, freedom, and respect for 

the churches. A growing demand 

for church schools, hospitals and 

nursing homes is evident, he said, 

and a government priority would be to 

provide them help. Orbán also referred 

to “a revival of national cohesion” 

throughout the Carpathian Basin, 

which he said was “not only good for 

Hungarians living across the border but 

also strengthens ... the motherland.”

Meanwhile, he said the government 

would not adopt any economic 

measure that could “destroy Hungarian 

families”. “Brussels is abusing its powers 

every single day and trying to force 

bad and alien things upon us,” he 

said, adding that Hungary had made 

conciliatory gestures with regard to 

migration, gender issues and, most 

recently, the oil embargo, only to 

be rebuffed. “But we’re not going to 

give up our border protection,” he 

said. “We won’t allow migrants in, 

and we’ll protect our families, and we 

won’t allow gender activists into our 

schools,” he added. 

The prime minister added that it 

was in Hungary’s interest, however, 

to remain a member of the European 

Union “in the next decade”. The prime 

minister painted a decade which 

would be marked by “renewed waves 

of suicide in the Western world”, and 

he alluded to a “massive European 

population exchange programme” 

which sought to replace dearth of 

European Christian children with adults 

and migrants “from other civilisations”. 

Orbán also alluded to “gender 

madness”, and said liberal Europe was 

presiding over “a suicide wave” which 

obliterated Christianity and nation 

states without putting anything in 

their place. Liberal Europe, he added, 

saw freedom in terms of people being 

cut off from their communities, family 

and homeland. “Man alone can never 

be free, only lonely,” he said. 

The prime minister said Brussels was 

intent on crushing the sovereignty of 

member states and building “a new 

European empire” instead of a Europe 

of nations. He added that the cultural 

distance between western Europe 

and Hungary was growing since 

Hungary believed in the foundations 

of Christian civilisation in Europe while 

Brussels had abandoned this belief. 

Orbán said Hungary’s EU membership 

rested not on how the bloc stood at 

the current time but on how it could 

turn out. Such a Europe could offer 
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the greatest opportunities for an 

independent and free Hungary, he 

said. In the next decade, he added, 

Hungary would be visible in the 

EU fighting for the rule of law and 

“seeking allies to renew the union”.

Concerning the Russia-Ukraine 

war, the prime minister said Europe 

had “no means whatsoever” of 

handling the conflict, while “its 

leaders are convinced that Russia 

could be brought to its knees 

through sanctions.” “This may work 

on paper”, he said, but he could not 

recall any embargoes that had ended 

successfully for their initiators. Orbán 

also renewed his earlier pledge, in the 

interest of European unity, not to 

thwart EU sanctions, “as long as they 

don’t cross the red line of Hungarian 

economic self-defence” and do not 

jeopardise the country’s energy 

security. Orbán said his government 

and political community considered 

Hungary’s NATO membership crucial, 

but he warned that the alliance 

“should not give in to the temptation 

of launching military attacks beyond 

the boundaries of its member states”. 

“It must not become a war alliance,” 

he said. Hungary’s membership of 

NATO “has never been as important as 

it is now,” he said. The war, he added, 

was deteriorating. Russia “declared 

the war a special military action 

that could be concluded without 

mobilisation, therefore perpetuating 

it, while the US ... decided to provide 

Ukraine with unlimited arms and 

munitions,” he said. “This is the worst 

possible combination.” 

“NATO is a firm support but it will 

not protect Hungary in our place,” 

Orbán said. “Wishing for peace and 

having good intentions are not 

enough in themselves, because if 

a country’s military is weak and its 

troops are incapable of combat -- if 

its people won’t fight for themselves 

-- that country will be the first to 

be attacked,” Orbán said. The most 

urgent task, he said, was to reinforce 

the military and make it “an army 

that is a real protective force”. Orbán 

said Ukraine had been attacked and 

Russia was the aggressor, so Hungary 

supported Ukraine, and it had 

launched its largest ever humanitarian 

aid programme. Relative to the 

size of its population, Hungary has 

accommodated the most refugees, all 

of whom would continue to receive 

aid in the country, he said. Hungary 

“will for now put the violations 

of the rights of Transcarpathian 

Hungarians to one side, as well as the 

fact that the Ukrainian president and 

government openly interfered with 

Hungary’s election and supported 

the opposition,” Orbán said. “Despite 

all this, Ukrainians can rely on Hungary 

and the Hungarian government.” 

Meanwhile, Orbán said 2010-

2020 had been a decade of big 

breakthroughs, referring to job 

creation, increasing investments, 

minimum-wage hikes and tax cuts. 

Orbán added that Hungary was now 

ahead of Greece and Portugal in terms 

of its level of development. The prime 

minister said that as the pandemic 

waned competition between countries 

to reopen their economies had been 

fierce, but Hungary was among the 

winners. Hungary’s economy now 

had an opportunity to grow rather 

than shrink amid “the European 

crisis”. Orbán said various strategic 

decisions made sense in light of the 

war in Ukraine, including the Budapest-

Belgrade railway investment, which he 

said may replace destroyed Ukrainian 

transport routes, and the southern gas 

pipeline, an alternative to those passing 

through Ukraine. Amid a crisis of energy 

supply, countries that can cover their 

own energy needs will be secure, he 

said, adding that the new Paks nuclear 

reactors and solar energy investments 

were key to national security.

The prime minister said that 

whereas three-quarters of 

Hungarian exports are destined for 

Europe, cutting-edge investments 

arrived from the Far East, and this 

combination would make the 

Hungarian economy “crisis-proof”. 

Hungary, he said, was ready for the 

revolution in the car industry, and 

the country would soon become a 

leading exporter of batteries. Hungary 

also produces twice as much food as it 

consumes, he added. When it comes 

to attracting outward investment, 

Orbán said low taxes, physical security, 

advanced road and rail routes, and 

political stability would be key factors. 

Hungary, he added, stood in good 

stead on all these fronts. 

Meanwhile, Orbán said it was in 

the interest of Slovaks, Ukrainians, 

Romanians, Serbs, Croats, Slovenes and 

Hungarians to ensure “the Carpathian 
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Basin is the best place in the world” for 

cooperation between the peoples and 

countries living there.  Hungary, he 

said, would not stand for provocations 

or attempts to sow division. 

Neighbouring countries, meanwhile, 

can count on the Hungarians, he said. 

“We firmly believe in the common future 

of the peoples of the Carpathian Basin.” 

The prime minister said it was not its 

population, army or economic power 

that caught the imagination of the 

western world, but that “Hungary, 

alongside Poland, has become 

the Western world’s last Christian, 

conservative bastion”. Compared to 

the “liberal, globalist mainstream”, 

Hungary is ploughing its own furrow 

and doing things differently, he said, 

adding that whereas it may be possible 

to get along side by side, “Brussels is 

striving for pre-eminence and insists 

that politics, leadership and Europe 

only can be imagined and cultivated in 

one way.” Hungary, he added, rebelled 

against this. More and more people, he 

said, regarded Hungary as “an island 

of peace”. “We want to be a beacon of 

hope for others who see the Christian 

outlook on life, patriotism and national 

policies not something of the past but 

of the future.” “Thirty years ago, we 

saw Europe as our future,” Orbán said. 

“Today we see ourselves as the future 

of Europe,” the prime minister said.

VON DER LEYEN 
CONGRATULATES ORBÁN

Ursula von der Leyen, president of the 

European Commission, congratulated 

Viktor Orbán on his re-election as 

Hungary’s prime minister on Monday. 

Von der Leyen said on Twitter that the 

community faced unprecedented 

challenges, adding she was looking 

forward to working together with 

Hungary to successfully address them.

Patriarch Kirill of Moscow, the head 

of the Russian Orthodox Church, also 

sent a letter to Orbán congratulating 

him on his re-election as prime 

minister. In the letter, the Patriarch 

praised Orbán as “one of the few 

European politicians” to make “an 

outstanding effort to uphold Christian 

values” and to “strengthen public 

morality and the institution of the 

traditional family”. He also referred 

to Orbán’s active role in protecting 

persecuted Christians in the Middle 

East and Africa. Kirill said Hungary 

and the Russian Orthodox Church had 

established good relations in the past 

few years, and he thanked Orbán for 

seeing to the needs of the Hungarian 

Orthodox Diocese and helping to build 

and renovate Orthodox churches, 

including the Orthodox Cathedral 

of Our Lady, “one of Budapest’s 

architectural gems”.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: CURRENT 
EC PROPOSALS 
ON OIL EMBARGO 
‘UNACCEPTABLE’ 

Current proposals regarding the 

European Commission’s sixth sanctions 

package against Russia in respect of 

gas and oil supplies are unacceptable, 

Péter Szijjártó, the foreign minister, said 

in Brussels during a break in a meeting 

of EU foreign ministers. Hungary has 

proposed exempting oil pipeline 

deliveries in the case of an EU oil 

embargo, the minister told Hungarian 

journalists. This, he added, would be 

the simplest solution, meeting the 

needs of Brussels without putting 

countries that receive oil by pipeline 

“in an extremely difficult position”, 

he added. Szijjártó vowed that the 

Hungarian government would never 

let Hungarians pay the price of war in 

terms of their security, be it physical, 

energy or economic.

The European Commission, 

“while it is aware of Hungary’s 

interests, its sensitive points and its 

position, has made a proposal that 

inherently involves the possibility of 

compromising EU unity,” Szijjártó said. 

The proposal could mean “nothing less 

than a nuclear bomb for the Hungarian 

economy”, and if passed “the country 

and its economy would become 

impossible to operate in a physical 

sense”, he said. 

Concerning the economic and 

environmental aspects of the 

proposal, Szijjártó said: “Brussels 

expects Hungary to invest many 

hundreds of millions of euros in its 

crude oil infrastructure” while urging 

the abandonment of fossil fuels and 

promoting renewables. “Could anyone 

seriously think that we should make an 

investment of 280 billion forints just to 

increase the price of fuels by 55-60% 

and contribute to general inflation?” 

he said. Threatening to shut down 

pipelines “is unacceptable”, Szijjártó 
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said. “It is unacceptable that some are 

seeking to make the lives of innocent 

people difficult through such measures, 

cutting off energy from countries that 

are not to blame for the war,” he said. “It 

is legitimate to expect such measures 

not to be taken,” he added.

The meeting of European Union 

foreign ministers concluded without 

a decision being passed regarding 

a planned embargo of Russian oil, 

Szijjártó said later in the day, adding 

that the Hungarian government 

maintained stance against the 

proposal.  “Nobody should expect 

Hungarian people to pay the price of 

war in Ukraine,” he said. 

According to a statement from 

the foreign ministry, the Hungarian 

government awaits proposals from 

the European Commission aimed at 

preventing difficulties the new package 

of sanctions would generate for the 

Hungarian economy.  The sanctions, 

if passed in their current form, would 

cause “huge damage” to the Hungarian 

economy, hobbling investments worth 

several hundred million euros, as well 

as provoking a 55-60% increase in the 

price of fuels and higher inflation in 

general, the statement said. 

Talks so far have made it clear that 

“we are not likely to receive a proposal 

aimed at eliminating such damage to 

the entire economy”, the statement 

quoted Szijjártó as saying. If the EU is 

determined to impose sanctions on 

Russian oil imports, it should make 

an exemption on pipeline transit 

shipments, Szijjártó said, adding that 

most Russian oil was delivered to Europe 

by sea and the sanctions could remain 

effective despite such an exemption. 

Szijjártó said no new proposals were 

made on Monday but talks would 

continue.

HIDVÉGHI: HUNGARY 
REJECTS EU’S PROPOSED 
SANCTIONS ON RUSSIA  
IN CURRENT FORM

Hungary rejects the EU’s proposed set 

of sanctions including an embargo on 

Russian oil in its current form, Balázs 

Hidvéghi, an MEP of ruling Fidesz, told 

the BBC on Monday. “We are rejecting 

this current set of sanctions because in 

its current form it is just unacceptable; 

it crosses a red line for our country,” 

Hidvéghi said, adding that beside 

Hungary, a number of other countries 

in central Europe and also Germany 

are not in a position to suddenly cut 

completely the import of Russian oil. 

“We cannot wreak havoc on entire 

industries and stop the functioning of 

entire businesses and put millions of 

people out of work,” he said, adding 

that the decision was hastily made and 

the sanctions “would harm us more 

than they would harm the Russians 

whom we want to sanction.” He said 

more time was needed to negotiate the 

details of such a decision. Asked about 

the timeframe allowing member states 

to phase out the import of Russian oil 

until the end of 2022, Hidvéghi said 

it was a short time for a country like 

Hungary, which is almost completely 

dependent on the import of Russian 

oil and has a refinery built for refining 

Russian oil. “More time is needed, more 

consideration is needed,” the MEP 

said. He underscored the importance 

of diversification in Europe in terms 

of energy resources and energy 

dependence. “We need international 

contracts that would guarantee the 

energy security for our people and for 

our countries and I think Brussels and 

the EU should play an active, a pro-

active part in all that,” Hidvéghi said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ CALLS ON 
BRUSSELS TO ‘CEASE 
ARROGANCE’ OVER  
W BALKANS 

The European Union could suffer a 

setback similar to losing the United 

Kingdom unless it changes “its 

current arrogant attitude” regarding 

the EU integration of Western Balkan 

countries, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó told the press during a break 

in a meeting of EU foreign ministers 

in Brussels. Russia’s war with Ukraine 

should make it ever clearer that the 

EU needs the Western Balkans more 

than the other way round, he said. The 

EU integration of the Western Balkans 

is a vested interest for Hungary and 

a matter of national security, he said, 

adding that Hungary had always 

considered the southern part of central 

Europe as naturally belonging to the 

EU. “Societies in the Western Balkans 

today are likely to prefer European 

integration to other directions, but 

we don’t know if this will remain the 

case tomorrow,” Szijjártó said. “Serbia 

must, as soon as possible, be declared 
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a key country” for maintaining stability, 

peace, and development in the region, 

Szijjártó said, adding that the country 

was “mature enough” to be integrated. 

Concerning Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

he said “the rights and sensitivities of 

all three constituents of that state and 

its two entities should be respected, 

adding that imposing sanctions on 

Bosnian Serb leader Milorad Dodik 

would be “disastrous” both for Serbia 

and Bosnia-Herzegovina. The EU 

should instantly launch accession talks 

with Albania and North Macedonia, 

while it should conclude all chapters 

of its talks with Montenegro, Szijjártó 

said, adding that it was “not fair” of the 

EU “to expect more from candidates 

than can be offered to them”. He 

insisted that “so far Brussels has not 

put anything on the scales, which is 

a huge problem”. The minister said 

that unless the enlargement process 

were accelerated, the EU would suffer a 

“historic failure”. Unless the EU dropped 

its “arrogant attitude”, it would have to 

“write off the Western Balkans just as it 

has the United Kingdom”, Szijjártó said.

NOVÁK TO HOLD TALKS  
IN WARSAW ON TUESDAY

Hungarian President Katalin Novák 

will visit Warsaw on Tuesday for talks 

with Polish counterpart Andrzej Duda, 

and she will also meet Marshal of the 

Sejm Elżbieta Witek and Prime Minister 

Mateusz Morawiecki. Novák said on 

Facebook that she was glad to get a 

chance to meet Duda, from whom 

she received the Commander’s Cross 

of the Order of Merit of the Republic 

of Poland in 2020. “As promised, my 

first international visit will take me to 

Warsaw,” Novák added.

OPPOSITION PÁRBESZÉD 
VOTES AGAINST  
RE-ELECTING ORBÁN

Opposition Párbeszéd lawmakers voted 

against re-electing Viktor Orbán as 

prime minister before walking out of 

parliament during Orbán’s inaugural 

speech. Párbeszéd group leader 

Bence Tordai told a press conference 

the party’s “no” vote represented the 

two million voters who had backed 

the opposition list in the April general 

election. Tordai insisted that Orbán 

had kept voters in the dark during 

the election campaign about the 

government’s plans, so “they didn’t 

give their assent to Viktor Orbán... 

on any specific issue.” Párbeszéd 

lawmaker Tamás Mellár accused Orbán 

of neglecting “historic opportunities” 

presented over the past twelve years. He 

said the government had used EU funds 

to “build a system of semi-feudal power” 

instead of using the funds for their real 

purpose of financing the country’s 

catch-up with the rest of the bloc.

BIDEN ANNOUNCES INTL 
HUMAN RIGHTS LAWYER 
PRESSMAN AS NOMINEE 
FOR AMBASSADOR  
TO HUNGARY 

US President Joe Biden has announced 

his intent to nominate David Pressman 

to serve as the next ambassador to 

Hungary. Pressman is the former US 

ambassador to the United Nations for 

Special Political Affairs, a role in which 

he “led US negotiations on a range 

of threats to international peace and 

security, with a particular focus on 

issues involving Europe, Russia, East 

Asia and the Pacific, and Africa”, the 

White House said in a statement. 

Earlier, Pressman served as Assistant 

Secretary of Homeland Security at 

the White House as Director for War 

Crimes and Atrocities on the National 

Security Council, and at the State 

Department as an aide to Secretary 

of State Madeleine Albright.

Pressman is currently a partner at the 

law firm of Jenner and Block where he 

represents clients in national security 

and human rights related litigation.

The previous US ambassador to 

Hungary, David Cornstein, appointed 

by former President Donald Trump, 

concluded his service in October 2020 

prior to the US election.

POLICE: OVER 11,500 
REFUGEES ARRIVE FROM 
UKRAINE ON SUNDAY

Fully 5,382 people crossed into 

Hungary directly from Ukraine on 

Sunday, while another 6,120 from 

Ukraine crossed from Romania, the 

national police headquarters said. 

Police issued temporary residence 

permits valid for thirty days to 314 

people, the police website said on 

Monday. Holders of such permits 

must contact a local immigration office 
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near their place of residence within 

thirty days to apply for permanent 

documents, it added. Budapest police 

received 429 refugees, 256 children 

among them, by train, according to 

the municipal police website.

LITHUANIAN HUMAN 
SMUGGLER SENTENCED  
TO OVER TWO YEARS

A local court in Kiskunhalas, in 

southern Hungary, has sentenced 

a Lithuanian human smuggler 

in accelerated procedure to two 

years and two months in prison 

and expelled him from Hungary 

for four years and four months in 

a biding ruling. Szabolcs Sárközy, 

a spokesman for the Kecskemét 

Court, said on Monday that the 

21-year-old man had attempted 

to illegally transport 13 Tunisians 

to Austria on February 16. After 

his van was stopped by police 

near Kiskunmajsa, he tried to run 

away but was captured soon after. 

The migrants had put 1,500-2,500 

euros per person in deposit before 

their departure and the driver was 

supposed to get 650 euros for the 

transport, the statement said.

HUNGARIAN GRIPENS 
SCRAMBLED AFTER 
BOMB THREAT MADE ON 
TURKISH AIRCRAFT

Hungarian Gripen fighter jets were 

scrambled by NATO’s Combined 

Air Operations Centre on Monday 

afternoon following a report of a 

bomb threat made on a Turkish 

Airbus passenger aircraft which 

had taken off from Poland, the 

Defence Ministry told MTI. The 

Gripens escorted the aircraft to the 

Romanian border, the ministry said.


