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Trade thrived even during the coronavirus pandemic, with trade volume reaching a record 2.6 billion euros in the first ten 

months of 2021, the minister said at a panel discussion marking the 30th anniversary of diplomatic ties between the two 

countries. Hungarian companies such as MOL and OTP see Croatia as an important market, and it plays an important role 

in the government’s foreign investment strategy, he said. Hungary also supported Croatia when it was bidding to join the 

European Union, particularly during the last stretch of accession talks under Hungary’s 2013 presidency, he noted. “Croatia 

joined the EU just in the nick of time, before anti-enlargement sentiment grew in certain member states,” he said. “The 

EU has benefitted from Croatia’s integration,” he said. “That is a serious argument for pursuing with [enlargement] policy,” 

he added. Croatia also supported Hungary during its presidency in 2020, demanding fairness “even in the face of forceful, 

hypocritical attacks” against the country, he said.

Hungary and Croatia have mutually benefitted from bilateral cooperation, with trade 
volume more than doubling since 2010, Péter Szijjártó, the minister of foreign affairs 
and trade, said on Tuesday.

SZIJJÁRTÓ MARKS 30 YEARS OF HUNGARY 
DIPLOMATIC TIES WITH CROATIA

EU education ministers meet in 
Strasbourg

General assembly of Budapest meets

Coronavirus updates
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Hungary, Croatia foreign ministers mark 30th anniversary of diplomatic ties
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ORBÁN PLEDGES 
EXTENDED, EXPANDED 
FAMILY SUPPORT IF FIDESZ 
WINS ELECTION

Family subsidies will be extended and 

expanded if governing Fidesz wins the 

general election in April, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said in a video posted 

on Facebook on Tuesday. “All forms of 

family support have paid off, so after 

April - of course, only if we win - then 

we will extend, expand and strengthen 

all of those,” Orbán said during a visit to 

a family in Kóny, in western Hungary.

SZIJJÁRTÓ DISCUSSES 
PACE OF PAKS II WITH 
ROSATOM EXECS

Péter Szijjártó , the minister of 

foreign affairs and trade, is discussing 

the timeframe for the upgrade of 

Hungary’s sole nuclear plant at Paks 

with executives of Rosatom, the 

general contractor for the project, on 

Tuesday and Wednesday.

“With the two new reactors at the 

Paks power plant, becoming self-

sufficient in electricity supply will 

become a reality by the end of the 

decade,” Szijjártó said in a post on 

Facebook. “The timeframe for the 

fast-paced work required to achieve 

this is the subject of talks today and 

tomorrow: with Rosatom CEO Alexey 

Likhachev today, and with Rosatom 

deputy-CEO and Atomstroyexport 

chairman Alexander Lokshin 

tomorrow,” he added.

“A number of permits must still be 

submitted for the investment to enter 

the implementation phase from May,” 

Szijjártó said.

HUNGARY CONDEMNS 
HOUTHI MISSILE ATTACK 
ON UAE

Hungary’s government “strongly 

condemns the latest Houthi 

terrorist attack” against the United 

Arab Emirates, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said on Facebook 

on Monday. Szijjártó said Sheikh 

Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, his 

UAE counterpart, had told him in 

a phone call that Yemen’s Houthi 

movement had launched another 

missile attack on Abu Dhabi on 

Monday. The Hungarian government 

was “happy to note” that the attack 

had been thwarted by the air force 

and that the assault had resulted 

in no casualties, Szijjártó said. The 

minister said he and his Emirati 

counterpart had agreed that it was 

time for the West to weigh lifting 

restrictions on the export of weapons 

to the UAE.

ORBÁN TO ATTEND 
SUMMIT OF EUROPEAN 
CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
LEADERS IN MADRID AT 
WEEKEND

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán will travel 

to Madrid this weekend to attend a 

summit of European conservative 

party leaders, the PM’s press chief said 

on Tuesday, confirming Spanish press 

reports.

According to the Spanish 

daily El Independiente, Santiago 

Abascal, the leader of the Spanish 

right-wing Vox party, will host 

European conservative leaders at 

a summit in Madrid this coming 

weekend. Orbán and Polish Prime 

Minister Mateusz Morawiecki have 

confirmed they will be attending 

the event scheduled for Jan. 28-29, 

the paper said. Abascal has visited 

Hungary and Poland on multiple 

occasions to share his political 

vision with the countries he has 

called Vox’s “two favourite allies”, 

El Independiente said. It cited the 

Abascal as saying that his party was 

in “full agreement” with Hungary 

and Poland on the issues of border 

protection, family policy and the 

protection of sovereign nations.

ITM: RUSSIA PREPARED 
TO CONTRIBUTE TO 
CONSTRUCTION OF 
RAIL LINE BYPASSING 
BUDAPEST

Russia is open to exploring its options 

for contributing to the construction 

of a new freight rail line bypassing 

Budapest, the innovation and 

technology ministry (ITM) said on 

Tuesday. Russian Transport Minister 

Vitaly Savelyev told Innovation 

and Technology Minister László 

Palkovics in a video call that Russia 

was prepared to share its experience 

and know-how with Hungary for 
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the construction of the so-called 

V0 railway line from running from 

Záhony on the Ukraine-Hungary 

border, through Győr, in western 

Hungary, to the Hungary-Austria 

border, and would examine how it 

could help finance the project, ITM 

said in a statement. The project’s 

environmental permit could be 

obtained by next spring, while the 

feasibility study could be completed 

by summer 2023, the ministry cited 

Palkovics as saying.

Palkovics and Savelyev also 

welcomed the establishment of a 

Hungarian, Russian and Austrian 

cargo joint venture last year. The 

JV will focus on bringing imports 

from China to southern Europe via 

Russia and Hungary, the ministry 

noted. Meanwhile, the ministers 

highlighted the importance of 

scientific and technical cooperation 

between their research institutes, 

universities and rail companies. 

They also welcomed the signing of 

a memorandum of understanding 

between the ITM and the 

management of Russian truck maker 

KAMAZ on establishing an electric 

vehicle R&D base in Hungary.

GYÜRK: 78 MEPS CALL 
FOR MORE SENSIBLE EU 
CLIMATE POLICY

A total of 78 MEPs from fourteen 

countries have signed a Polish initiative 

calling on the European Commission 

to take into consideration regional 

differences and stop increasing energy 

poverty when introducing climate 

policy regulations, András Gyürk, an 

MEP of ruling Fidesz, said. He said in a 

statement that the initiative published 

as an open letter was an “important 

move against the left wing’s increasing 

attempts of exerting pressure”. “We 

have demonstrated our strength 

against left-wing green ideology,” he 

added.

The signatories of the initiative 

welcomed the EC plan to give green 

classification to investments in nuclear 

energy and natural gas, Gyürk said. 

At the same time they said Brussels 

was not sufficiently taking into 

consideration regional differences and 

failed to act against energy poverty. 

In order to achieve change, more 

resources must be made available for 

projects involving nuclear energy and 

natural gas because these are required 

to keep public utility costs low and 

fulfil climate goals, he said. As a first 

step, the signatories called on Brussels 

to improve its proposal concerning the 

taxonomy regulations, Gyürk said. The 

Hungarian signatories included Gyürk 

and two other Fidesz MEPs: Enikő Győri 

and Edina Tóth.

HUNGARY RECORDS 74 
CORONAVIRUS DEATHS, 
9,717 NEW INFECTIONS 

Altogether 74 patients died of a 

Covid-related illness in the past 24 

hours, while 9,717 new coronavirus 

infections were registered, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Tuesday.  

So far 6,344,089 people have received 

a first jab, while 6,082,196 have been 

double-jabbed. Fully 3,560,753 

Hungarians have received a booster 

shot. The number of active infections 

has risen to 193,630, while hospitals 

are treating 3,115 Covid-19 patients, 

177 of whom are intubated on a 

ventilator.

Since the first outbreak, 1,451,102 

have been registered with the virus, 

while 41,018 deaths have been 

recorded. Fully 1,216,454 people have 

made a recovery.

OPPOSITION PROMISES 
GREATER HELP FOR 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
VICTIMS

The opposition will provide greater 

help for victims of domestic violence 

if it wins the April general election, 

representatives of LMP, the Democratic 

Coalition and the Socialist Party said. 

The new government will strengthen 

the domestic abuse alert system, 

increase the number of victims’ 

shelters and increase funding for 

helping victims, they told an online 

press conference.

LMP lawmaker Krisztina Hohn said 

ruling Fidesz had not done enough 

to help domestic violence victims 

over the past decade. She said 

more needed to be done to prevent 

domestic violence. A government 

led by the current opposition parties 

will introduce mandatory violence 

management training and mental 

diversion programmes, help victims 

recover from their trauma and work 
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to eliminate victim blaming, Hohn 

said.

Anett Bősz, deputy group leader 

of the Democratic Coalition and the 

head of the Liberal Party, decried 

the ruling parties’ referendum 

initiative as “deceitful”, saying the 

government had done “nothing” 

to combat domestic violence. She 

promised that a new government 

would restore the country’s domestic 

abuse alert systems. Socialist Party 

MP candidate Roland Márton said the 

new government would clear the way 

for more European Union funding for 

social justice projects, including the 

upkeep of domestic violence victims’ 

shelters.

KÁSLER HAILS FIRST 
ROBOTIC SURGERY 
PERFORMED IN HUNGARY 

Hungary’s first ever robotic surgery, a 

prostatectomy, has been performed at 

the National Oncology Institute, Miklós 

Kásler, the human resources minister, 

announced on Monday. 

Use of the Da Vinci equipment 

marks a “turning point” in surgical 

practices in the country, Kásler said, 

adding that robotic procedures could 

be performed more precisely and 

would be less stressful for patients, 

with shorter recovery times. Kásler 

said robotic procedures could not 

only be used in urology, but for 

gynaecological, chest, abdominal, 

as well as head and neck operations, 

too. He also added that ten similar 

operations have been scheduled 

in the next two weeks. The minister 

said robotic surgery was introduced 

under a 1.3 billion forint (EUR 3.6m) 

government programme. The institute 

will also provide courses to train 

surgeons to use the new technology, 

he added.

INNOVATION 
MINISTRY, CHINESE 
TECHNOLOGY CENTRE 
SIGN COOPERATION 
AGREEMENT

Representatives of the Hungarian 

innovation and technology ministry 

and China’s Torch High Technology 

Industry Development Centre signed 

a cooperation agreement at a meeting 

held online on Tuesday. The deal, 

signed by deputy state secretary Károly 

Balázs Solymár of Hungary and Torch 

Centre director Jia Jingdun, is aimed 

at promoting joint innovation and 

business activities, the ministry said 

in a statement. Under the agreement, 

the sides will organise regular seminars, 

courses, and study tours focusing on 

medicine, IT, and AI, the statement 

said, adding a shared innovation and 

business platform will also be up and 

running.

AGRICULTURE MINISTER: 
HUF 4,265 BN AVAILABLE 
FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENTS 
UNTIL 2027

A total 4,265 billion forints (EUR 1.2bn) 

from European Union Common 

Agricultural Policy (CAP) funding will 

be available for rural developments, 

farming, and food production 

projects in Hungary until 2027, the 

agriculture minister said, adding that 

1,529 billion forints from the grand 

total can be tapped in 2022 and 2023. 

István Nagy said the funds were “of 

historic magnitude”, adding that the 

government wanted all businesses 

in the sector to benefit. To that end, 

the government will create incentives 

for family ventures and settle legal 

issues around common farmland, the 

minister said.

HUNGARY, UKRAINE 
GAS TRANSMISSION 
OPERATORS AGREE TO 
EXTEND FIRM CAPACITY 
SUPPLY PILOT PERIOD

Hungary and Ukraine’s gas 

transmission operators have 

agreed to extend a pilot period 

for of fering firm gas supply 

capacities to Ukraine until the end 

of September, Hungarian system 

operator FGSZ Földgázszállító, 

said. FGSZ reached agreement 

with Ukraine’s gas transmission 

operator OGTSU last month on 

of fering firm capacity in the 

direction of Ukraine for the first 

quarter of 2022. Under Monday’s 

deal, Ukraine will have access 

to the 3,532,015 kWh/h firm 

capacities until Sept. 30, the 

end of the 2021/22 gas year. The 

extension of the pilot period will 

give gas traders on the Austrian, 

Slovak, Croatian and Hungarian 
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markets access to the Ukrainian 

market under more favourable 

terms, FGSZ said, adding that 

Ukraine would be able to import 

more gas from Hungary af ter the 

expiry of the period. FGSZ said it 

was working with OGTSU to make 

firm capacities available to Ukraine 

in the longer term.

HUNGARY CBANK  
HIKES BASE RATE  
BY 50 BPS TO 2.9%

Hungarian central bank (NBH) rate-

setters, at a regular policy meeting 

on Tuesday, hiked the base rate by 50 

basis points to 2.9%. The members 

of the Monetary Council also hiked 

the interest rate corridor by the same 

degree. In a statement released after 

the meeting, the Council said risks to 

inflation “continue to be on the upside”, 

adding that the risk of the central 

bank’s alternative scenario assuming 

a higher external inflation environment 

“has increased”.

“Persistently high commodity, 

crop, food and energy prices and 

elevated international freight costs 

continue to point to sustained 

external inflationary pressures,” the 

Council said. “At the same time, the 

tight labour market, coupled with 

accelerating wage growth and a 

higher inflation environment, may 

lead to a further rise in inflation 

expectations and an increase in 

second-round inflation risks,” the 

policymakers added. “Mitigating 

second-round inflation risks and 

driving expectations appropriately 

have necessitated the continuation 

of the base rate tightening cycle 

on a monthly basis and in greater 

increments than in December. As 

a result, the base rate will catch up 

gradually to the one-week deposit 

rate evolving in the coming months,” 

the Council said. The one-week depo 

rate moved in tandem with the base 

rate from June until November, when 

the Council decided the central bank 

must be allowed to set it over the 

base rate to respond to an increase 

in short-term risks in financial and 

commodity markets “quickly and 

flexibly”. The rate now stands at 

4.00%.

At a press conference after the 

meeting, NBH deputy governor 

Barnabás Virág said the central bank 

was prepared to raise the one-week 

deposit rate further. He added that the 

base rate has “started to catch up” with 

the one-week deposit rate. He said the 

base rate and the one-week deposit 

rate “could converge in the course of 

the first half of the year”.

WAGE GROWTH 
ACCELERATES  
TO 10.1 % IN NOV

The rate of annual wage growth 

in Hungary picked up to 10.1 % in 

November from 8.5 % in the previous 

month, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. The data for businesses and 

institutions with at least five people 

on payroll show the average gross 

monthly wage for full-time employees 

was 482,400 forints (EUR 1,350), while 

the average net wage was 320,800 

forints.

Calculating with twelve-month 

CPI of 7.4 % in November, real wages 

increased by 2.5 %.

FINMIN VISITS 
‘HOLLYWOOD 
SUPERPRODUCTION’ 
SLINGSHOT SHOOT IN 
HUNGARY

Finance Minister Mihály Varga has 

visited the set of a “Hollywood 

superproduction” Slingshot at the 

Korda Studios on the outskirts of 

Budapest. Varga met the crew and 

lead actors including Oscar-winning 

actor Casey Affleck and Laurence 

Fishburn shooting the science 

fiction thriller in Etyek with director 

Mikael Hafstrom, the minister said in 

a video posted on his Facebook page. 

Varga said that film productions in 

Hungary generated revenue of over 

200 billion forints (EUR 555m) last year, 

in spite of the pandemic. The local 

film industry employs 20,000 people, 

he added. “Hungary has become 

one of the most preferred shooting 

locations in Europe, thanks in large 

part to the government’s tax rebate, 

in addition to our professionals and 

modern studios,” he said. Hungary 

gets a return of “as much as triple” 

that rebate in the form of higher 

economic growth, he added. 

Slingshot is being entirely filmed in 

Hungary at locations in and around 

Budapest.


