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Orbán said Europe is going through “rough times” as waves of the pandemic and of migration come one after the other, 

and the continent’s political, military, economic and cultural weight wanes compared to the rest of the world. While the 

pandemic has closed or scaled down cultural institutions elsewhere, in Hungary, it is “in full bloom”, he added. 

He noted that Hungary is tied in the European Union, for the highest share of government spending on culture. Orbán 

said Hungarians “can feel at home” in the building, the “excellent work” of the Japanese architect Sou Fujimoto. Orbán said 

opposition politicians’ stand against the Liget Budapest project, which aims to rehabilitate the capital’s City Park, would 

not be forgotten. It isn’t by chance, he added, that “the mayor had other commitments today”. He said the left wing had 

“defended something that was run-down”, while “opposing something that is beautiful, world-class and inspiring”. He 

acknowledged the Liget project is “half-finished” and said voters could “finally bring an end to the debate in April”.

“Hungarians are in cultural expansion, regardless of the crisis” Prime Minister Viktor 
Orbán said at the opening of the House of Hungarian Music in Budapest on Saturday, 
the Day of Hungarian Culture.

OrBÁn: HunGarIanS ‘In CuLTuraL EXPanSIOn’

Eu foreign ministers meet in Brussels

Coronavirus updates
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House of Hungarian Music opens in Budapest
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OrBÁn: POLITICaL DEBaTES 
In EurOPE PuT HIGH 
CuLTurE In nEW LIGHT

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said on 

Saturday that political debates in 

Europe today that pit “globalisation 

against Christian heritage, the 

bureaucracy in Brussels against 

national pride, immigration against 

family support, and gender politics 

against the protection of children”, 

put high culture and its mission in a 

new light. The conflict, he said, is not 

between West and East, but between 

West and West, and it poses the threat 

of “cultural alienation”.

“We want to keep Europe a whole, 

and we must do something against 

cultural alienation,” he added. He said 

high culture commands respect and 

attention in the “Babel-like turmoil” 

of today. “If there is a higher purpose 

which music - Hungarian music, too - 

can achieve, then it is this,” he added.

HunGary, anDOrra 
TO MuTuaLLy HOnOur 
IMMunITy CErTIFICaTES

Hungary and Andorra have agreed 

to mutually recognise each other’s 

Covid immunity certificates, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said in a post 

on Facebook on Sunday. From January 

25, Andorra will honour Hungarian 

immunity certificates, regardless 

of the type of vaccine with which 

cardholders have been inoculated, 

Szijjártó said. Hungary has reached 

bilateral agreements with 28 countries 

on the mutual recognition of Covid 

immunity certificates, so far, he added.

DEuTSCH: EC unLaWFuLLy 
WITHHOLDInG FunDInG 
FrOM HunGary

The European Commission is violating 

the law by withholding recovery 

funding from Hungary for “political” 

and “ideological” reasons, the head of 

governing Fidesz’s delegation in the 

European Parliament said on public 

radio on Sunday.

MEP Tamás Deutsch told Kossuth 

Radio that European Commissioner 

for Economy Paulo Gentiloni said 

days earlier that the EC had not 

transferred Hungary’s Recovery 

and Resilience Facility (RRF) funding 

because of concerns over ensuring 

public education regulation is free of 

discrimination.

He said Gentiloni’s remarks were 

“a rude surprise”, considering the 

commissioner had earlier said the issue 

of Hungarian legislation that codifies 

parents’ right to take charge of their 

children’s sexual education “played no 

role” in the EC’s delay of the approval 

of Hungary’s RRF plan.

“Hardly a month has gone by and 

Commissioner Gentiloni tells the 

truth,” he added. Deutsch said the 

EC is raising concerns over an issue 

that is “solely in the scope of power 

of member states”. He added that 

Hungary’s government would “double 

its efforts” to counter the EC’s unlawful 

action and could launch a legal 

procedure. Meanwhile, he said Fidesz 

would address the matter in “all legal 

forums” of the European Parliament. 

Commenting on holding Hungary’s 

upcoming general elections, Deutsch 

said international organisations “can 

send whomever they please”, as they 

did in the 2014 and the 2018 elections.

“If anybody wants to play election 

observer, they’re welcome to come, 

we have nothing to hide,” he added.

“Hungary is a normally functioning 

democracy under rule of law, where 

free and fair elections will take place 

again,” he said.

SOCIaLISTS Say MInISTry 
unLaWFuLLy WITHHELD 
DaTa

The Socialists believe an in-depth 

probe by the Hungarian National 

Authority for Data Protection and 

Freedom of Information (NAIH) proves 

that the ministry of human resources 

“intentionally abused its powers and 

unlawfully withheld data of public 

interest”, an MEP for the opposition 

party said on Facebook on Sunday. 

István Ujhelyi said the NAIH had 

faulted the ministry for withholding 

information of public interest related 

to the pandemic he had requested. In 

light of the revelation, he said Minister 

of Human Resources Miklós Kásler 

should resign and the requested data 

be made available.

If the ministry fails to comply with 

its legal obligations within 30 days, 

he said the matter would be taken to 

court.
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OFFICIaLS MarK 
annIVErSary OF 
GErManS’ EXPuLSIOn 
FrOM BuDaÖrS

Central government and local officials 

commemorated the 76th anniversary 

of the start of the expulsion of ethnic 

Germans from the settlement of 

Budaörs, on the outskirts of the 

capital, on Sunday. Tamás Menczer, a 

foreign ministry state secretary and a 

candidate to represent the settlement 

in parliament, said the expulsion of the 

Germans from Budaörs “cannot be 

forgotten” and “cannot be changed”, 

but added that action can be taken to 

address the matter, even today. He said 

the government has spent 28 billion 

forints (EUR 78m) since 2010 to help the 

German minority in Hungary preserve 

their language, culture and traditions.  

FIrE EXTInGuISHED aT 
BuDaPEST HOSPITaL

A fire was extinguished at Szent Imre 

Hospital in the capital on Sunday.

The fire started in the hospital’s 

emergency detoxification unit, burning an 

area of around 50sqm on the ground floor 

and causing smoke and heat damage to 

about 100sqm, Metropolitan Catastrophe 

Protection Directorate spokesman Máté 

Kisdi said. More than 70 firefighters arrived 

at the scene with 18 vehicles, he added.  A 

young woman died in the blaze and three 

people were treated for smoke inhalation, 

National Ambulance Service spokesman 

Pál Győrfi told MTI.

Visiting the scene, Minister of Human 

Resources Miklós Kásler said the priority 

after ensuring the safety of patients 

would be to immediately reorganise 

emergency room care in the capital.

Hospital director Róbert Bedros said 

the damage caused by the fire is being 

assessed.

LMP PLEDGES TO rEDuCE 
MOTOr VEHICLE TraFFIC 
IF In GOVT

Opposition LMP’s organisations 

in Budapest approved a political 

declaration at their congress on Saturday 

that aims to reduce motor vehicle traffic.

LMP said in a statement that if they 

enter government, their aim is to “go 

beyond words and take action that 

ensures Hungary’s move towards 

sustainability”. The party wants to 

reduce traffic with proportional tolls 

on vehicle use and engine emissions. 

LMP would introduce a 30km/h speed 

limit in all residential areas with the 

exception of thoroughfares.

LMP also pledged to oppose 

the construction of “elite foreign 

universities” with taxpayer money, the 

expansion of Budapest’s international 

airport and the construction of new 

buildings in City Park.  

SOCIaLISTS EXCLuDE MP 
FOr ‘MISLEaDInG’ ParTy, 
PuBLIC OPInIOn  

Leaders of the opposition Socialists 

excluded MP Ildikó Borbély Bangó 

from party ranks at an extraordinary 

meeting on Sunday, after it was 

established that she “misled public 

opinion and the party” with regard 

to her level of education. “The 

Socialist community has consistently 

condemned actions aimed at 

acquiring a diploma by circumventing 

or failing to fulfill requirements or 

fraudulent use of a non-existent 

degree,” the party said in a statement 

sent to MTI. “From today, Ildikó Borbély 

Bangó is no longer a member of the 

Socialists...will not run in the election 

and is being called on to give up her 

parliamentary mandate,” it added. With 

the decision, the Socialists “consider 

the matter closed” but expect “Fidesz 

politicians ruined by the Völner-Schadl 

corruption scandal to leave public life, 

too”, the statement said. On Saturday, 

news portal Mandiner said Borbély 

Bangó’s curriculum vitae for parliament 

shows she was awarded a degree from 

the Budapest College of Economics, 

but the school’s legal successor, the 

Budapest Business School, could not 

confirm she got a diploma when asked.

GOVT PrOVIDES aID TO 
GHana In WaKE OF BLaST

The Prime Minister’s Office on Friday 

sent condolences to the families of the 

victims of an explosion that killed or 

injured close to 100 people in the town 

of Apiate, in Ghana. The government is 

providing humanitarian aid of 5 million 

forints (EUR 14,000) under the Hungary 

Helps programme, the office said. The 

aid will be delivered by the Hungarian 

Ecumenical Charity and distributed in 
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partnership with its local organisation 

in support of rescue operations and 

the medical treatment of survivors.  

A vehicle carrying mining explosives 

collided with a motorcycle and blew 

up in the town on Thursday. 

SZIJJÁrTÓ: FOOD 
PrODuCTIOn SHOuLD BE 
BaSED On HunGarIan 
FIrMS

The government is working to ensure 

that the backbone of Hungary’s 

food supply is made up of domestic 

companies, Peter Szijjártó, the minister 

of foreign affairs and trade, said on 

Friday, noting the importance of 

domestic food supplies during the 

coronavirus pandemic. Speaking 

at a ceremony to announce a new 

investment by Hunent, a company 

processing waterfowl, Szijjártó said 

countries across the world were now 

building capacities to ensure their 

own supplies, while “the old dogma 

of making supply chains international 

has become obsolete”. 

The new 6.5 billion forint (EUR 18.1m) 

project at Mélykút, in southern Hungary, 

has been granted 2.2 billion forints 

of Hungarian state support, and the 

company has agreed to retain 500 jobs.  

FInanCE MInISTEr 
MEETS WITH SWISS 
COunTErParT In BErn

Finance Minister Mihály Varga has met 

with his Swiss counterpart Ueli Maurer 

in Bern, the Finance Ministry said on 

Friday. Swiss companies operating in 

Hungary remained committed to their 

presence in the country even during 

the economic downturn caused by the 

coronavirus crisis, Varga said.

Hungary’s government contributed to 

almost 4 billion forints’ (EUR 11.2m) worth 

of investments by Swiss companies 

during the crisis, helping to preserve 

1,800 local jobs, he added. He said 

most of the over 800 Swiss companies 

in Hungary have decided to continue 

to invest in the country and expand 

their local operations. Swiss companies 

employ over 30,000 people in Hungary.

SHIP COLLISIOn - LaWSuIT 
aGaInST BOaT OPEraTOrS 
GETS unDEr Way

The trial in a lawsuit brought against 

two companies by the survivors and 

families of the victims of a deadly boat 

collision on the River Danube in 2019 

got under way in Budapest on Friday.

The 78 plaintiffs are seeking more 

than 4 billion forints (EUR 11.2m) in 

compensation from the operators of 

the two boats involved in the disaster.

The Viking Sigyn cruise ship collided 

with the Hableány sightseeing boat 

which had 33 South Korean tourists on 

board and a crew of two Hungarians. 

Seven tourists were rescued from the 

water after the collision and the rest 

died. One of the bodies has not been 

recovered. The Ukrainian captain of the 

Viking Sigyn has been charged with 

fatal negligence and failing to provide 

assistance to persons in danger in 

connection with the collision.  

ÁDEr SEnDS 
COnDOLEnCES TO GHana 
OVEr DEaDLy BLaST

President János Áder has sent a 

message of condolences to his 

Ghanaian counterpart over the 

explosion that killed or injured close to 

hundred people in the town of Apiate. 

Áder extended condolences to the 

families of the victims and the people 

of Ghana and expressed hope that 

those injured would recover swiftly, 

according to the document. Áder paid 

an official visit to the country last week.

HOuSE OF HunGarIan 
MuSIC SET TO BECOME 
‘PEarL’ OF CaPITaL

Concerts, interactive exhibitions, 

creative spaces and music education 

activities await visitors to the House 

of Hungarian Music, László Baán, 

the government commissioner for 

Liget Budapest, said at the venue’s 

inauguration in Budapest’s City Park 

on Saturday. Baán said that music is 

the best known branch of Hungarian 

art around the world, yet the country 

never had a showcase of its music 

history, until now.

The concept behind the venue, 

he said, involved making it “not only 

a permanent exhibition of music 

history, but a place for temporary 

shows and an extraordinary 

cathedral of sound where concerts 

as well as music education take 

place”. Baán said Japanese architect 
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Sou Fujimoto’s design, picked from 

more than a hundred applications 

by an international jury, was a 

“work of genius, precisely serving 

its desired function” and predicted 

that it would become “an iconic 

pearl of the capital”. Visitors to the 

House of Hungarian Music can hear 

performances, free of charge, by 

students of the Academy of Music in 

the coming days, and an ever busier 

programme of concerts, music-

themed presentations, workshops and 

music education activities will follow.

The venue’s first temporary 

exhibition, of Hungarian popular music 

in the decades before the change of 

regime, will open in the autumn. 

Other temporary exhibitions on the 

calendar include international topics, 

such as the Rolling Stones. Ticket 

sales for programmes at the House of 

Hungarian Music launched two weeks 

earlier and “several thousand” have 

already been sold, Baán said.

HunGarICuM EXHIBITIOn 
CEnTrE OPEnS In C HunGary

A centre showcasing the food and 

cultural heritage unique to Hungary 

opened at the Lakitelek Folk School in 

central Hungary on Saturday.

Agriculture Minister István Nagy 

said the Hungaricum Exhibition House 

could contribute to the education of 

generations with a unified national 

identity.

A meeting of the Hungaricum 

Committee on Saturday added 

decorative cross stitch from the 

Upper Tisza region to the list 

of Hungaricums, bringing the 

total number to 83, he said. The 

“extraordinary national value” list 

was expanded to include the ELTE 

Botanical Garden, the tradition of 

apple growing in Szabolcs, the Szekler 

Anthem and the traditional folk dress 

of Hetes, he added.

HunGarIan PaLaCES, 
CaSTLES DraW rECOrD 
nuMBEr OF VISITOrS

Visitor numbers at Hungarian palaces 

and castles came close to 315,000 last 

year, a new record, Tamás Glazer, who 

heads the National Heritage Protection 

and Development Nonprofit (NOF), told 

MTI on Friday. Around three-fourths of 

palaces and castles remained open 

last year, Glazer said. He added that 

five opened their gates to the public 

for the first time during the year.

One of those venues, the Esterházy 

Palace in Tata, in northwestern Hungary, 

was the most popular palace or castle 

last year, drawing about 55,000 visitors.

This year, another ten renovated palaces 

and castles will open to the public, Glazer 

said. Hungarian palaces and castles drew 

over 213,000 visitors in 2019. The number 

fell to around 141,000 in 2020, when 

pandemic restrictions were in place.


