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“In 2010, Hungary was bankrupt; it had been ruined and bled dry,” he said. “In the past 12 years, Hungary has worked very 

hard to correct the mistakes and sins of the previous left-wing governments,” he said. Orbán said that those who “drove 

the country to bankruptcy then” now claimed to be ready to take the helm again. “That would mean going backwards”. 

When the left wing was last in power, unemployment was over 12% and the economy was contracting in 2010, with “sky-

high taxes and the IMF breathing down our necks”, Orbán said.

At the same time, “the left-wing parties that are now slamming the health-care system took away one month’s wages from 

health-care workers and teachers, and one month’s pension from the elderly,” he said. The ruling government is giving 

back the 13th month pensions and has regularly raised the minimum wage and salaries in certain sectors, he said, adding 

that the labour market was now tight, tax rates were “very good in European comparison, and economic growth is around 

7% rather than minus 2% or 3%,” he added.

Referring to the election campaign, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in an interview 
with public broadcaster Kossuth Radio on Friday that “Hungary is going forward, 
not backwards”.
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OrBÁn: OPPOSITIOn 
aTTaCKS On COVID 
MEaSurES ’OFFEnSIVE’

Orbán slammed the leftist opposition 

for “attacking coronavirus protection 

measures in a way that offends 

doctors and nurses, and degrades 

the work done in hospitals.” Hungary’s 

health-care system is working hard to 

help all those in need, and workers 

deserve commendation for that, 

he said. The vaccine rollout is going 

well everywhere, he added. While 

discussions on the best way to 

organise pandemic protection efforts 

are useful, the Hungarian opposition 

“falsified facts, produced fake videos 

and weakened the effectiveness 

of the protection efforts,” he said. 

“The left wing cannot differentiate 

between attacking the government 

and degrading the country,” he said.

Meanwhile, the prime minister said 

he was against privatising health-care 

services, while “health privatisation 

has persistently been included in the 

left-wing programme because many 

of them have lobbied for business 

groups interested in a private health 

care ... they have an interest in 

opening up business opportunities 

for international investors.” While 

Hungary is “on the right track, it is 

far from being a rich country yet,” he 

said, adding that the privatisation of 

health care would mean low earners 

being left without health services. 

The government aims to ensure the 

best possible services through a state-

owned and state-controlled health 

system, Orbán added. On the subject 

of migration, Orbán said that while 

Hungary was working to protect the 

whole of Europe, Brussels was failing 

to contribute to efforts to curb illegal 

migration. “Indeed, it is attacking 

Hungary,” he said.

Orbán said that 122,000 illegal 

entrants had been apprehended in 

2021, up from 45,000 the year before, 

which “clearly shows that the number 

of illegal entries is on the rise”. The 

problem of illegal migration “is far from 

being resolved,” Orbán said. “On the 

contrary, it will be with us in the next 

few years,” he said. Border controls, he 

added, must be strengthened. “New 

forces must be recruited: we need as 

many troops as possible just for border 

control,” the prime minister said. Orbán 

said Hungarians were “in charge of the 

fort”, protecting the borders of the 

whole of Europe. Hungary has racked 

up a bill of 600 billion forints (EUR 

1.7bn) since 2015 doing so, he said. 

“But Brussels isn’t helping with these 

efforts; on the contrary, it is shooting 

us in the back,” he said. “Hungary will 

not be a migrant destination”, Orbán 

declared. “We will never say that 

Muslim adults can replace Christian 

children... we don’t want to leave 

the country to foreigners but to our 

own children.” On the subject of the 

coronavirus situation, Orbán said that 

the number of new cases was on 

the rise, but fewer people needed 

to be intubated on a ventilator and 

the number of hospitalisations was 

significantly lower than new infections.

OPPOSITIOn PLEDGES  
TO ‘rETurn POLITICS  
TO PEOPLE’

The opposition’s referendum will be 

a way to “give politics back to the 

people”, representatives of the united 

opposition said after collecting the 

signatures required to support the 

initiative. Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony told a press conference 

held in front of Parliament on Friday 

that implementing earlier plans to 

build a student accommodation 

complex in Budapest rather than a 

campus for China’s Fudan University 

was in the public interest. He also 

called for a “less tight-fisted” system 

for job-seekers. Anna Orosz of 

the Momentum party referred to 

the large number of signatories 

supporting the referendum initiative, 

saying the united opposition had 

surmounted manifold difficulties 

in its bid to topple the current 

government, and it would do so 

again. Erzsébet Gy. Németh of the 

Democratic Coalition said that the 

required number of signatures 

had been collected despite “the 

government doing everything” to 

thwart the initiative. She asked for 

continued support to ensure that 

“this country has a new, democratic 

government”. Imre Komjáthi, deputy 

leader of the Socialist Party, said 

“deceitful government propaganda 

cannot cover up a crisis” in which 

people were struggling to make ends 

meet “while the government is busy 
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stuffing their own pockets and those 

of its cronies”.

Párbeszéd co-leader Tímea Szabó 

said that the collection of signatures 

for the opposition’s referendum 

drive had taken just 30 days, and the 

referendum could be held at the same 

time as the general election on April 3. 

If President János Áder set a different 

date, this would “go against the will 

of Hungarian people”, she added. LMP 

co-leader Máté Kanász-Nagy said that 

the referendum was “becoming more 

and more relevant”. He accused people 

close to the ruling Fidesz party of 

“looting without any inhibition”. After 

the press conference, a human chain 

was formed to forward the signatures 

collected from Parliament square to 

the National Election Office’s seat 

nearby.

SZÁZaDVÉG: MÁrKI-Zay 
POPuLarITy FaLLInG

The popularity of the opposition’s 

prime ministerial candidate, Péter 

Márki-Zay, was at 33% in January, 

down by 3 percentage points since 

December and 9 percentage points 

since his nomination in October 2021, 

a survey published by the Századvég 

Foundation on Friday shows. 

According to the January phone survey 

of 1,000 adults, 42% of respondents 

living in Budapest expressed positive 

opinions of Márki-Zay, while 52% said 

they “do not like him”, the pollster 

said. The opposition’s candidate who 

is also mayor of Hódmezővásárhely, in 

southeast Hungary, was popular with 

35% of respondents in county seats 

and 32% of those living in smaller 

towns, while he was unpopular 

with 56% and 61% of voters in those 

localities, respectively, Századvég 

said. In villages, 26% of respondents 

approved and 65% disapproved of 

Márki-Zay, Századvég said.

Századvég attributed Márki-Zay’s 

waning popularity to conflicts 

between the candidate and the leftist 

alliance supporting him. “Setting up 

an opposition election lists has proven 

to be more challenging than originally 

anticipated,” it said. Márki-Zay has also 

slammed highly popular government 

measures such as the re-introduction 

of the 13th month pension, utility 

price cuts and the cap on fuel prices, 

it added.

BEnKŐ: DEFEnCE, arMy 
DEVELOPMEnT PrOGraMME 
On SCHEDuLE

The progress of the defence and 

army development programme is 

on schedule, with the majority of 

military equipment to arrive for the 

army in 2023 and 2024, the defence 

minister said. Tibor Benkő told 

public news channel M1 that the 

programme dubbed Zrínyi 2026 had 

been launched in 2017 and so far it 

involved the acquisition of carrier 

and training aircraft, land vehicles 

including Leopard and Gidran, 

hand arms and anti-tank guided 

missiles. Contracts have already 

been signed for a whole range of 

technical equipment, including 

Leopard 2 A7 battle tanks and new 

armoured vehicles, he said. The start 

of production and development of 

Lynx armoured fighting vehicles in 

Hungary is expected to give impetus to 

the further development of Hungary’s 

defence industry, he added.

BuDGET DEFICIT  
HuF 5,101.5 Bn In 2021

Hungary’s cash-flow-based budget 

deficit, excluding local councils, was 

5,101.5 billion forints (EUR 14.3bn) at the 

end of December, the finance ministry 

confirmed in a detailed reading of data 

on Friday. The deficit swelled by 1,170.2 

billion in December alone. The central 

budget shortfall amounted to 4,662.3 

billion forints at the end of December, 

while social insurance funds were 419.4 

billion in the red and separate state 

funds posted a 19.8 billion shortfall. 

Fully 4,117.7 billion forints were paid 

for pensions in 2021 as the annual 

pension bonus was relaunched and 

other top-ups handed out. Other big 

spending included 237.4 billion for 

road developments, 211.3 billion for 

the Hungarian Villages Programme 

and 200.6 billion for transport schemes. 

Among other spending priorities, 1,880 

billion forints was spent on preventive 

health care, while a multi-year salary 

expansion for doctors was launched, the 

ministry said. The government decided 

in December to set aside 350 billion 

forints in reserves, it noted, adding that 

it appeared that the public debt ratio 

and ESA deficit “may have been reduced 

while sufficient reserves were set aside”.
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HunGary rECOrDS 
15,957 nEW COrOnaVIruS 
InFECTIOnS, 65 DEaTHS

Altogether 65 patients died of a 

Covid-related illness over the past 24 

hours, while 15,957 new coronavirus 

infections were registered, koronavirus.

gov.hu said on Friday. So far 6,329,185 

people have received a first jab, while 

6,073,498 have been double-jabbed. 

Fully 3,457,497 Hungarians have 

received a booster shot. The website 

said the omicron variant was spreading 

rapidly, accounting for more than 90% 

of all infections. The number of active 

infections has risen to 167,425, while 

hospitals are treating 2,674 Covid-19 

patients, 201 of whom are intubated 

on a ventilator. Since the first outbreak, 

1,401,457 have been registered with 

the virus, while 40,822 deaths have 

been recorded. Fully 1,193,120 people 

have made a recovery.

BEnKEr BLOCKCHaIn 
nEOBanK LICEnCED By 
LITHuanIan CEnTraL BanK

A blockchain neobank set up 

by Benker, a financial services 

company established by Hungarian 

experts, has been licenced by the 

Bank of Lithuania, Benker told 

MTI. Benker’s business is the first 

of ficially licenced blockchain 

neobank in Europe. Benker told 

MTI its founders have paid EUR 

600,000 into its registered capital, 

in two rounds. Benker’s costs 

exceed 2 billion forints (EUR 5.6m) 

and include the development of its 

hybrid blockchain system dubbed 

Natrix. Benker was launched two 

years earlier by Viktor Bodnár and 

András Szabolcsi, both active 

players on the European financial 

and fintech markets.

KarIKÓ rECEIVES 
VIETnaMESE SCIEnCE 
aWarD

Katalin Karikó, Drew Weissman and 

Pieter Rutter Cullis, the scientists 

behind mRNA technology for Covid-19 

vaccines, received the first 3 million 

dollar VinFuture Grand Prize granted 

in Vietnam. The awards ceremony 

was also addressed by Prime Minister 

Pham Minh Chinh at the Hanoi opera 

house on Thursday, the University of 

Szeged said.

OrDEr OF MaLTa 
DECOraTES aZBEJ

The Sovereign Order of Malta has 

decorated Tristan Azbej, state 

secretary in charge of assistance 

to persecuted Christians and the 

Hungary Helps programme, with 

the Pro Merito Melitensi order, 

commander’s cross, the embassy of 

the Maltese order told MTI on Friday. 

The honour is given to persons 

recognised for their efforts to 

protect the Christian faith, the invalid 

and the helpless, the statement 

quoted Ambassador Imre Ugron as 

saying. Referring to a long-standing 

cooperation between the Order 

of Malta and the Hungary Helps 

programme to assist Christians in the 

Middle East, Ugron said that the joint 

efforts had facilitated reconstruction 

of ruined hospitals in Iraq, the region 

of Niniveh and Lebanon, as well as 

assistance to Christians in Beirut 

whose homes had been destroyed 

in the 2020 blasts. Azbej has greatly 

contributed to the success of a 

cooperation accord signed in 2019 

between the Order and the Hungarian 

government, Ugron said.


