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Deutsch insisted that those tools were “dishonest, disrespectful and illegitimate means that could seriously undermine 

European values”. He said the French programme contained both “encouraging and worrying components” in terms of 

the EU’s future and Hungary’s national interests, but warned that “the French presidency should not make the mistake 

of considering all issues to be of political or ideological nature”. Deutsch slammed French President Emmanuel Macron, 

the proponent of the programme, for “vehemently attacking earlier member states that strived to lawfully protect their 

borders against illegal migrants” adding that “now he stresses the importance of protecting external borders”. The French 

approach, under which “national sovereignty should be replaced by a European one” is “tragic and unacceptable’, Deutsch 

said. He added, however, that ensuring “an external sovereignty based on strong sovereignty of member states” is crucial 

in terms of the community’s security and energy policy.

“We expect the rotating French presidency of the [European] Council to stop applying 
double standards and political blackmail,” Tamás Deutsch, ruling Fidesz’s EP group 
leader, said on the sidelines of the European Parliament’s plenary on Wednesday.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: MIDDLE EAST 
SECURITY KEY ISSUE FOR 
HUNGARY

The situation in the Middle East is 

a key issue for Hungary for several 

reasons, including regional security 

and migration waves, Péter Szijjártó, 

Hungary’s foreign minister, said in New 

York on Wednesday. If trends point 

towards stability, peace and tranquility 

in the region, there is a lesser likelihood 

for new waves of migration to start, 

Szijjártó said before a UN Security 

Council debate over the situation in 

the Middle East. “Instability or wartime 

situations obviously trigger waves 

of migration,” he said, adding that 

migrants tended to choose Europe as 

their destination.

Szijjártó noted that Israel is Hungary’s 

strategic ally and the Hungarian 

government had always taken a stand 

for Israel’s right to self-defence. The 

minister called on the international 

community to make it clear that it 

stands on Israel’s side and admits 

that that country is exposed to grave 

threats of terror, and that terrorist 

organisations and terrorists should 

be called by their name. “We always 

regret to see some UN committees, 

bodies and member states pursuing 

expressly anti-Israel policies, and 

adopting unfair, one-sided positions 

on Israel,” he said, adding that Hungary 

favoured a balanced approach.

Over the past few decades, Szijjártó 

said, almost all Middle East peace plans 

failed, only the Abraham Accords 

initiated during Donald Trump’s 

presidency seemed to be viable. 

On this score, the minister stressed 

the need for as many Arab states as 

possible to normalise their relations 

with Israel. The situation in the Middle 

East is all the more important because 

Hungary, as a Christian state for over 

a thousand years, feels responsibility 

for Christian communities in that 

region, he said. “Several Christian 

communities are being persecuted in 

the Middle East, a situation for which 

the United Nations should carry part 

of the blame,” he said.

Concerning President Joe Biden’s 

administration, Szijjártó said that 

Hungary’s relations with the United 

States had been the best during 

Donald Trump’s term, but Hungary 

always respects the decisions of 

the partner countries’ citizens. 

“Unfortunately, our open approach 

to this issue is not always reciprocated 

on this side of the ocean,” he said. 

“Hungary always strives for the best 

possible relations with the elected US 

administration. Our political positions, 

however, are not always identical. To be 

more precise, they are rarely identical,” 

Szijjártó said.

NÉZŐPONT: VOTERS 
EXPECT RULING  
PARTIES’ WIN

A large majority of active voters, 

68%, saw the ruling Fidesz-Christian 

Democrats (KDNP) winning the 

general election if it were held this 

Sunday, according to a fresh survey 

of the Nézőpont Institute. Only 

15% of active voters anticipated 

an opposition win, the survey 

published in the Wednesday 

edition of the daily Magyar Nemzet 

found. Pro-government voters are 

overwhelmingly confident about the 

elections, Nézőpont said. Fully 88% 

anticipated Fidesz-KDNP being re-

elected, 11% expressed uncertainty, 

while a mere 1% reckoned with an 

opposition victory, Nézőpont said. 

Among opposition voters, 42% saw 

their side winning as against 36% 

who anticipated a victory by the 

ruling parties, Nézőpont said. Active 

voters have not changed their minds 

since December 2021, Nézőpont 

said, suggesting the “leftist parties’ 

failure to get organised”. “Due to 

constant delays in finalising a joint 

list, delays in finding common 

ground on campaign issues, a lack 

of messages offering an alternative 

and [joint prime ministerial candidate] 

Péter Márki-Zay’s weak campaign 

performance, the past month has 

failed to bring about positive turn 

for the anti-government forces,” 

Nézőpont said.

FIDESZ MEP: EU FUNDS 
WITHHELD FROM 
HUNGARY OVER SCHOOL 
DISCRIMINATION

The European Commission withholds 

economic recovery funds from 

Hungary “because of educational 

discrimination”, Enikő Győri, MEP of 

ruling Fidesz, told MTI on Wednesday, 
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quoting remarks by Commissioner 

Paolo Gentiloni, made at a recent 

Ecofin meeting.

Győri also quoted Gentiloni as saying 

at a personal meeting earlier that 

“recovery funds cannot be linked to 

issues of national competency without 

financial consequences”.

Győri insisted that the European 

Commission was “violating the law, 

taking a discriminative sabotage 

action, and playing political games”. 

At Tuesday’s Ecofin meeting the 

Commission “admitted that it links 

issues that could not be connected 

under the EU treaties or under (EU) 

legislation on recovery funds,” she said.

The Commission has violated an 

earlier agreement between EU leaders 

under which a rule of law mechanism 

could not be launched against a 

member state before a relevant 

European court ruling, Győri said. 

She called on the European Council’s 

incoming French presidency “not 

to give room to the Commission’s 

illegitimate behaviours” and to table 

the Hungarian government’s recovery 

plan before the body.

GOVT OFFICIAL: JOINING 
FORCES IN CENTRAL 
EUROPE INCREASINGLY 
IMPORTANT

Joining forces in central Europe is 

becoming increasingly important in 

current times, Miklós Soltész, state 

secretary for church and minority 

relations, said in Zagreb on Tuesday. 

Soltész met Croatian Minister of Culture 

Nina Obuljen-Koržinek and discussed 

the planned revamp of a church in 

Žažina. Following an earthquake that hit 

hard central Croatia in December 2020, 

the Hungarian government offered 

to pay for the revamp of a school in 

Petrinja and the church of Žažina.

Soltész also visited Split where he 

met representatives of the Democratic 

Union of Hungarians of Croatia and 

attended a service in honour of Saint 

Margaret of Hungary in the Sveti Duje 

Cathedral. Soltész praised the efforts 

of ethnic Hungarians in Croatia to 

nurture their language and culture and 

said they can continue to rely on the 

Hungarian government’s help.

GOVT OFFICIAL MARKS 
MEMORIAL DAY OF 
DEPORTATION OF ETHNIC 
GERMANS

Some 200,000 ethnic Germans were 

deported from Hungary after the Second 

World War, while in central and eastern 

Europe, nearly 13 million were deported 

or forced to leave their homes, the 

state secretary for church and minority 

relations said on Wednesday, marking 

the memorial day of the deportation of 

ethnic Germans in Hungary. Speaking 

during an ecumenical service in Bonyhád, 

in southern Hungary, Miklós Soltész said 

attacks against nations and “the arrogance 

of superpowers” should be rejected so 

they cannot persecute and destroy 

millions. After the Second World War, 

people hoped the tragedies of the 20th 

centuries had ended, Soltész said. But 

soon after, the ethnic Germans living in 

Hungary, “the most loyal members of the 

Hungarian nation”, were declared guilty 

under a presumption of collective guilt, 

he said. In 2013, Hungary’s parliament 

declared January 19 a memorial day to 

mark the deportation of ethnic Germans 

from Hungary.

MINISTERS 
COMMEMORATE 
ANNIVERSARY  
OF SLOVAK MILITARY 
PLANE 2006 CRASH

The defence ministers of Hungary 

and Slovakia on Wednesday 

commemorated the victims of a Slovak 

military plane crash in the Zemplén 

Hills near Hejce, in northern Hungary, 

on the 16th anniversary of the tragedy. 

The Slovak Air Force’s AN 24 aircraft 

carrying 43 soldiers was returning 

home from a peacekeeping mission 

in Kosovo on January 19, 2006, when 

it crashed. The only surviving soldier, 

Martin Farkas, laid a wreath at this year’s 

commemoration, just as he had done 

in previous years. Addressing the 

ceremony, Jaroslav Nad, the Slovak 

defence minister, said: “The tragedy 

in which we lost colleagues, friends, 

fathers and mothers must never be 

forgotten.” The peacekeepers never 

had the chance to reflect with pride 

on their mission defending the peace 

in Kosovo, he added. Tibor Benkő, the 

Hungarian defence minister, said: “We 

stand here with a heavy heart ... we’ll 

always remember how much those 42 

Slovak heroes did for their country and 

for the freedom of others.”
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FIDESZ: KARÁCSONY 
REFUSING TO ANSWER 
QUESTIONS ON CITY  
HALL CASE

Instead of answering questions, 

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

was “busy making accusations” 

at Monday’s meeting of the 

investigative committee set up to 

examine allegations that the city 

administration was planning to 

sell the City Hall building, a Fidesz 

district mayor has said. Because 

the alliance backing Karácsony 

has a majority in the investigative 

committee, they had determined 

in advance what sort of questions 

the mayor would answer and 

how long the meeting would go 

on for, Péter Kovács, the mayor 

of Budapest’s 16th district, told 

commercial television channel TV2 

on Wednesday. “So they were trying 

to help him quite a bit so that he 

wouldn’t do the kind of silly things 

he ended up doing,” Kovács said. He 

said the city leadership’s reactions 

to the case indicated that they were 

“hiding something”. Kovács added 

the “way things are playing out” 

indicated that City Hall had indeed 

been for sale.

At the Monday meeting, Karácsony 

said allegations that the city council 

had been planning to sell City Hall 

were “unfounded and false”. He also 

rejected claims that the city council’s 

finances were opaque. The city 

council’s finances are transparent, 

Karácsony said, insisting that the 

“entire affair is a sham” and allegations 

made against the city council were 

unsubstantiated.

OPPOSITION: CHANGE 
OF GOVT CRUCIAL FOR 
FIGHTING CLIMATE 
CHANGE

If Hungary is to have a fighting chance 

of countering climate change, voters 

must elect a new government in the 

April 3 general election, politicians 

of the united opposition said on 

Wednesday. Otherwise, Hungary 

will be left defenceless against the 

climate crisis, independent lawmaker 

Bernadett Szél told a joint press 

conference, adding that the Fidesz-

led government in recent years had 

carried out over 3,000 investment 

projects which had ignored green 

considerations. Hungary, she said, 

was far too dependent on Russian 

gas imports, while the insulation 

systems of buildings remained 

underdeveloped. A new government 

would insulate 150,000 flats a year and 

launch social, political and professional 

debates on the use of nuclear energy, 

she said, adding that the opposition 

saw the expansion of Hungary’s Paks 

nuclear power plant as a “corruption 

project”. Fully 35% of Hungary’s energy 

mix should be sourced from renewable 

energy by 2030, she said.

Erzsébet Schmuck, co-leader 

of LMP, accused Fidesz of gutting 

Hungary’s environmental protection 

authorities so that they could be free 

to “destroy” the country’s green spaces. 

“What we’ve been seeing over the 

past years is that the prime minister 

vetoed the EU’s stricter climate goals 

while misleading Hungarian society,” 

Schmuck said. A new government, she 

said, would include an independent 

ministry dealing with environmental 

protection and climate change.

Párbeszéd’s Bence Tordai said 

Hungary needed cities and districts 

where all key services were accessible 

on foot or by bicycle within 15 

minutes. Under a new government, 

public transport passes would be 

incorporated into Hungary’s “cafeteria” 

voucher system, he said, arguing that 

public and non-motorised transport 

must become a true alternative to cars. 

Also, special support would be given 

to electric and hydrogen-powered 

vehicles, he said, adding that rail lines 

would be electrified wherever possible 

and cycling infrastructure improved.

HUNGARY’S 
AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT 
REACHING NEW HEIGHTS 
IN RECENT YEARS

Hungarian agricultural land 

productivity increased by 161% 

between 2010 and 2021, the Minister 

of Agriculture, István Nagy, said in a 

post on social media on Wednesday. 

The minister noted the “strategic 

role” of domestic agriculture not only 

in providing safe and continuous 

food supplies during the coronavirus 

pandemic but also in underpinning 

economic output. Hungary’s 
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agricultural performance has narrowed 

the gap with the European Union, with 

its land productivity reaching 66% of 

the EU average in 2021 as against 41% 

in 2010, he added. In 2021, agricultural 

output was worth more than 3,300 

billion forints (EUR 9.2bn), yet another 

record, and a 24% increase over its 

value in 2018.

The 24% increase in the value 

of investments since 2018 also 

underscores “the bright future and 

competitiveness of the country’s 

agriculture and food industry in 

the long run, with cutting-edge 

technologies and innovative solutions 

leading the way,” the minister said, 

noting that farmers spent 376 

billion on developments in the first 

three quarters of 2021. Also, income 

from agriculture increased by 123% 

between 2010 and 2021, he said, while 

the value of agricultural exports has 

gone up by 22% since 2018.

The Hungarian countryside and 

farming has undergone renewal thanks 

to government EU co-financing, which 

will be the highest rate between 2021 

to 2027 under CAP II rural development 

programme, with 4,265 billion forints 

available to Hungary’s agriculture and 

food industry for developments in the 

next few years.

MORE BIRD FLU CULLING 
UNDER WAY IN NE 
HUNGARY

Bird f lu has been detected at 

a duck farm in Csengerjfalu, 

near the Hungarian-Romanian 

border in north-eastern Hungary, 

where the culling of 37,000 

poultry is under way, the food 

safety authority (Nébih) said on 

Wednesday. Nébih was notified 

after the farm saw an increased 

death rate among the birds, and 

feed and water consumption 

dropped. The authority then drew 

a 3km “protection zone” and a 

10km “supervision zone” around 

the farm. The Romanian animal 

health authority has been briefed 

about the case, it said. In Hungary’s 

Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg County, 

some 40 localities are under various 

protective measures due to bird 

f lu, Nébih warned, calling on the 

farmers to adhere to the relevant 

regulations.

OMICRON NOW 
DOMINANT CORONAVIRUS 
VARIANT IN HUNGARY

The Omicron variant of the coronavirus 

now accounts for 87% of infections 

in Hungary, according to the chief 

medical officer. Those most at risk 

of severe illness from the virus are 

still the unvaccinated, Cecília Müller 

said in a video message published 

on the government’s Facebook page 

on Wednesday. She urged everyone 

over the age of 12 who received their 

second Covid vaccine dose over four 

months ago to get a booster shot as 

well. Müller noted that Hungarians 

can continue to get jabs without 

registration on Thursdays, Fridays and 

Saturdays.

HUNGARY RECORDS 
14,890 NEW CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS, 85 DEATHS

Altogether 85 patients died of a 

Covid-related illness over the past 24 

hours, while 14,890 new coronavirus 

infections were registered, koronavirus.

gov.hu said on Wednesday. So far 

6,322,905 people have received a 

first jab, while 6,066,056 have been 

double-jabbed. Fully 3,430,445 

Hungarians have received a booster 

shot. The website said the omicron 

variant was spreading rapidly. The 

number of active infections has risen 

to 147,573, while hospitals are treating 

2,645 Covid-19 patients, 208 of whom 

are intubated on a ventilator. Since 

the first outbreak, 1,369,974 have been 

registered with the virus, while 40,686 

deaths have been recorded. Fully 

1,181,715 people have made a recovery.

STATE TO ACQUIRE  
51 PC STAKE IN DEBRECEN 
AIRPORT OPERATOR

Hungary’s state is acquiring a 51% stake 

in the company operating Debrecen 

International Airport, in eastern 

Hungary, a foreign affairs and trade 

ministry official said on Wednesday.

If the decision is approved by the 

city council at the end of January, 

state ownership will provide a good 

basis for further developing Debrecen 

through the airport’s development, 

state secretary Levente Magyar said. 

Implementing planned developments 
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worth tens of billions of forints could 

further enhance the airport’s regional 

position, he added.

Mayor László Papp said the 

government in February 2020 

approved the city’s development 

strategy until 2030, which makes the 

upgrade of the international airport a 

top priority. Passenger numbers at the 

airport exceeded 600,000 in 2019, the 

year before the pandemic, he noted.

Papp said the airport property and 

facilities would remain in municipal 

ownership. The 51% stake in the airport 

operator company will be transferred 

to the state free of charge, he added. 

If the infrastructure upgrades planned 

in the strategy are implemented, 

Debrecen International will be an 

airport serving 2-3 million passengers 

a year by 2030, the mayor said.

ISRAELI NATIONAL 
HANDED LIFE SENTENCE 
FOR MURDERING 
HUNGARIAN GIRLFRIEND, 
MOTHER IN KAPOSVÁR

A local court sentenced an Israeli 

national, of Palestinian origin, to life 

imprisonment on charges of a double 

murder in Kaposvár in 2018, in a non-

binding ruling on Wednesday. The 

Kaposvár court has also obliged the 

accused to pay 5 million forints (EUR 

14,000) in legal costs. The 32-year-

old man can be released on parole 

after 40 years at the earliest. The 

accused was sentenced in abstentia, 

as he is currently in custody awaiting 

extradition in Israel. The man 

befriended a 21-year-old Hungarian 

woman who was pursuing her studies 

in Germany, in 2018. Their relationship 

firmed so that he introduced her to 

his family in Israel and regularly 

stayed at the rented apartment of the 

woman and her mother in Kaposvár, 

in southwestern Hungary. The man 

later become jealous and aggressive 

seeking to isolate his girlfriend which 

the mother firmly opposed. Following 

a break-up the couple reunited on 

October 21, 2018 when the man 

was allowed to stay at the Kaposvár 

apartment again. But on that night he 

first strangled the mother and then 

his girlfriend. In order to cover up his 

act as an accident, he set fire to the 

apartment and was later rescued by 

firefighters. As he suffered no injuries 

he first drove to Belgrade and flew 

from there to Israel where he was 

arrested.

MOLDOVAN PEOPLE 
SMUGGLER APPREHENDED 
IN W HUNGARY

Hungarian police on Wednesday 

morning apprehended a suspected 

people smuggler, a Moldovan 

national, who had fired shots at an 

Austrian police officer while fleeing 

a border check earlier this week, 

the police said on their website. 

The 25-year-old man was one of 

the three passengers travelling in 

a Hungarian registered car which 

was stopped in Körmend near the 

Austrian border, the police said in 

a statement. Notified by Austrian 

authorities, Hungary’s Vas County 

police and counterterrorism (TEK) 

force launched a manhunt for the 

suspect on Tuesday morning in the 

area of Szentpéterfa, near the border, 

where the man was believed to be 

hiding after fleeing Austrian border 

guards. The Moldovan is suspected 

of attempting to smuggle a group 

of illegal migrants to Austria. 

According to Austrian press reports, 

the Moldovan fired shots at the 

Austrian police near the Eberau 

border crossing.


