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A four-member delegation of the OSCE’s Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) was led by Head of 

the Election Department Meaghan Fitzgerald, NVI told MTI. The OSCE delegation is paying a visit to Hungary on January 

17-21 to gather information in preparation for the country’s general election in the spring. They are scheduled to meet 

representatives of several organisations, parliament and the government, NVI said in a statement. Based on Tuesday’s talks, 

the NVI and NVB heads expressed their trust that high-level professional cooperation will be maintained between the sides 

and the OSCE/ODIHIR will send observers to Hungary for the April election, NVI said.

Nagy said he had assured the OSCE of NVI’s dedication to cooperation and added that it was important that the observers 

should carry out their tasks in an objective fashion, the statement said. Téglási expressed hope that their cooperation will 

be constructive, it added.

Attila Nagy, head of the national election office NVI and András Téglási, head of the 
national election committee NVB, met election observers of the Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe, OSCE, on Tuesday.
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President János Áder and First Lady Anita Herczegh at Nairobi’s National 
Spinal Injury Referral Hospital
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ORBÁN, TRUMP EXPRESS 
MUTUAL SUPPORT, 
DISCUSS HUNGARY-US 
TIES OVER PHONE

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán spoke with 

former US President Donald Trump 

by phone on Tuesday evening and 

they stated their political support to 

each other, and discussed Hungarian-

American relations and migration, 

Orbán’s press chief told MTI. Trump 

offered congratulations on Hungary’s 

outstanding economic achievements and 

wished Orbán much success in winning 

the upcoming parliamentary election in 

the spring, Bertalan Havasi said.

Orbán, as the leader of ruling Fidesz, 

thanked Trump for his political support 

and reassured him that Hungary will 

continue to be a good ally of the US. The 

Hungarian prime minister congratulated 

Trump on his recent campaign rally event 

in Arizona at which the former president 

pledged “to take back the White House 

in 2024”, Havasi said.

Orbán and Trump also discussed the 

migration crisis hitting both Hungary 

and the US and they reiterated that 

illegal migration had to be prevented “in 

the interest of protecting our nations”.

FINMIN: EU WITHHOLDING 
HUNGARY RECOVERY 
FUNDS FOR POLITICAL 
REASONS

The European Union’s decision to 

withhold Poland and Hungary’s 

coronavirus recovery funding “clearly 

is politically motivated”, Hungarian 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said 

on the sidelines of a meeting of EU 

finance ministers (Ecofin) in Brussels 

on Tuesday. Hungary was one of the 

first countries to submit a recovery 

plan last May, Varga noted. But after 

the Hungarian parliament passed 

amendments to its child protection 

law in June, which European Union 

institutions said was discriminatory 

against LGBTQ people, “the European 

Commission judged the Hungarian 

plan on a political basis”, he said. Paolo 

Gentiloni, the EU Commissioner for 

Economy, said at the talks on Tuesday 

that the issue of discrimination in 

Hungarian public education was 

“one of the main reasons to withhold 

Hungarian recovery funding,” Varga 

said. “Hungary finds that unacceptable. 

The European Commission’s actions 

are harming fair competition,” he said.

The European Union has already 

disbursed 50 million euros to other 

countries, enabling them to put their 

own companies and other economic 

players at an advantage, and harming 

the interests of Hungarian companies 

in the process, he said. “Hungary is 

entitled to that money, and we see 

delays as a step against the Hungarian 

economy,” Varga said. At the same 

time, Hungary is now in a situation 

where it could avoid taking out loans 

from the International Monetary Fund 

or the EU, and is successfully financing 

itself, he said. This has boosted the 

country’s ratings, he added.

Regarding the EC’s upcoming 

economic forecast in February, 

Varga said the forecast was likely to 

confirm that Hungary had returned 

to a trajectory of “good, stable 

and balanced growth”, he said. At 

the same time, the state debt and 

deficit, albeit shrinking, are yet to 

return to pre-pandemic levels, he 

said. Regarding the EU’s corporate 

minimum tax, Varga noted Hungary’s 

“considerable achievements” at the 

talks at the debate last year. Hungary 

achieved that certain companies 

could fall under special taxing 

requirements, rather than a blanket 

implementation of the EU corporate 

minimum tax, he said. The countries 

would also have a ten-year transitional 

period, he said. Currently, Hungary 

holds the view that the ruling on the 

corporate minimum tax should not 

be introduced in January 2023 as 

planned, he said. “Speed cannot come 

before deliberation,” he said. After the 

implementation, Hungarian companies 

will face no tax raises, and will continue 

to pay the lowest corporate taxes in 

Europe, he said.

FIDESZ OFFICIAL: LEFT 
PLANNING TO LIFT CAP ON 
HOUSEHOLD BILLS

Caps on household utility bills in 

Hungary are only certain to stay 

while Viktor Orbán remains prime 

minister, a senior Fidesz official said 

on Tuesday, insisting that the left-

wing opposition was preparing 

to dismantle the scheme if it won 

power in the April 3 general election. 

Szilárd Németh, a deputy leader 
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of the ruling party, noted in a 

video posted on social media that 

while household energy costs had 

skyrocketed throughout Europe, the 

cap on utility bills in Hungary had 

protected Hungarian families for the 

past ten years. Household gas prices 

here are the lowest among the 27 EU 

member states, he said, adding that 

bills cost twice as much in Austria 

and four times as much in Denmark. 

Németh said the united opposition’s 

candidate for prime minister had 

recently said he would liberate prices 

“because he thinks that utility price 

cuts are nonsense”. Németh, who 

is parliamentary state secretary of 

defence, added that gas and electricity 

in Hungary was the dearest in the 

EU during the previous left-wing 

administration.

GOVT OFFICIAL HAILS 
PERSISTENT WAGE HIKES

Wages in Hungary have been rising 

continuously, with a “six-digit hike 

in the pipeline in many areas of the 

private sector”, Sándor Bodó, state 

secretary at the innovation and 

technology ministry, told public 

news channel M1 on Tuesday. Bodó 

said the labour market was predictable 

and benefits linked to the minimum 

wage were also on the rise. The 

unemployment benefit as well as the 

minimum wage have been raised 

to a monthly 200,000 forints (EUR 

561), while the retirement benefit 

and subsidies for labour market 

programmes have been raised by 

20%, he noted. The state secretary 

also welcomed the continued 

tendency of growing employment, 

noting that currently Hungary had 4.7 

million employed as against 240,000 

registered job-seekers. He added, 

however, that in some sectors such 

as construction there was a labour 

shortage, while others such as tourism 

were still impacted by the pandemic.

FIDESZ MEP JÁRÓKA 
NOMINATED CANDIDATE 
FOR EP VICE-PRESIDENT

Fidesz MEP Lívia Járóka is the sole 

Hungarian candidate for Vice-

President of the European Parliament, 

having garnered the support of 

well over the required number of 

representatives, Fidesz’s EP group 

said in a statement on Tuesday. 

Járóka has served as Vice-President 

of the EP since 2017, as the first 

representative of Roma origin to do 

so. She has played an active role in 

the representation of Roma at EU 

level, and promoted the support of 

Roma cultural heritage and talent 

support, the statement said. Under 

her tenure as Vice-President, the EU 

held commemorations of the Roma 

victims of the Holocaust for the 

first time, and has started flying the 

Roma flag on its building.  As Vice-

President, she chaired the audit panel 

and was responsible for the access of 

documents during her previous terms, 

the statement said.

In the statement, Járóka said that 

the representation of the most 

vulnerable citizens and of Hungarian 

interests was “now more important 

than ever, as the past two and a half 

years have shown”. “I am convinced 

that we can only overcome the 

problems of the recent past by 

involving those who are the most 

vulnerable. I also see strengthening 

the democratic European right as 

an important task,” she said. “The 

coronavirus pandemic has deepened 

the divides the European Union has 

been striving to eliminate since its 

inception,” Járóka said. “As a Vice-

President of the European Parliament, 

I worked to represent the 10-million-

strong Roma population in Europe 

in the past year, as well as Hungarian 

interests, at the highest possible level, 

and I am asking to be given the same 

confidence for the next two and a half 

years,” she said.  The EP was electing a 

new President and 14 Vice-Presidents 

for the second half of its 2019-2024 

term during the day. Its previous 

President, David Sassoli, passed away 

on Jan. 11.

Tamás Deutsch, the leader of 

Hungary’s ruling Fidesz’s EP group, 

hailed Járóka’s nomination as a 

success achieved despite the fact 

that the group stands alone with 

being a member of any political 

family within the European 

Parliament after stepping out of 

the EPP in March 2021. Deutsch 

noted that Járóka had received 

a much larger number of votes 

than required in support of her 

nomination for the post of an EP 

Vice President. “With the nomination 
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of Járóka, our aim, together with the 

MEPs supporting her, is to have the 

strongest possible representation 

of the political right in the EP’s 

leadership,” Deutsch told reporters 

in Strasbourg. “With the skills, 

aptitude and knowledge Lívia 

Járóka has she will contribute to 

having a representation of the 

Roma community in the sphere of 

EU politics,” Deutsch said. 

Commenting on the election of 

Roberta Metsola as the European 

Parliament’s new president, Deutsch 

said that Fidesz MEPs supported her, a 

member of the centre-right European 

People’s Party (EPP).

“We have placed our trust in Roberta 

Metsola in advance. We have known 

her to be a correct politician, one who 

supported us in important issues while 

in other issues she was an advocate of 

policies of an open society supporting 

sanctions against Hungary and Poland. 

So there were differences in that regard 

which probably will continue to exist 

during her tenure as EP President,” said 

Deutsch. 

The Fidesz group said in a 

statement on Tuesday evening that 

Járóka withdrew from running as a 

candidate for an EP Vice-President 

in the second round of the vote in 

favour of Roberts Zile, the candidate 

of the EP’s European Conservatives 

and Reformists Group (ECR). “Fidesz’s 

MEPs support the candidate of the 

ECR in order to have a representative 

of the European democratic right in 

the European Parliament’s governing 

body,” they said.

NATIONAL SECURITY 
CTTEE MEETING ON 
VÖLNER CASE LACKS 
QUORUM 

A meeting of parliament’s security 

committee, convened by the 

opposition to look into corruption 

charges against former justice state 

secretary Pál Völner, lacked a quorum 

on Tuesday, with representatives 

of the ruling parties staying away. 

The agenda for the meeting would 

have also included a discussion 

of leaked footage involving 

government commissioner Attila 

Sztojka.  Committee chairman János 

Stummer of Jobbik, Socialist member 

Zsolt Molnár and LMP member Péter 

Ungár told a joint press conference 

that they were “unsurprised” by the 

absence of the ruling parties. Stummer 

said that the deputies of Fidesz-KDNP 

had “resorted to the usual tool of 

sabotaging the meeting” and insisted 

that the ruling parties “are doing 

everything they can to cover up the 

issues they find inconvenient”.

Molnár said the opposition wanted 

to ask questions about the Russia-

Ukraine conflict, too, but “the same 

thing happened as during the 2014 

and 2018 campaigns: the ruling 

parties are being secretive and 

boycotting meetings.”  Concerning 

the footage involving Sztojka, Ungár 

said that the case raised the question 

of whether the interior ministry’s 

practice of collecting information 

was legitimate and “the information 

is being used for party political 

purposes”. He added that the earlier 

Pegasus spy software scandal had 

raised “the same suspicion”. The 

national security committee has in 

recent years “lost its actual oversight” 

such as over the secret services, due 

to “persistent actions of sabotage” 

by the ruling parties, Stummer said. 

He vowed to restore those controls if 

they won the next election in April. He 

also called for an institutional reform of 

counter-terrorism force TEK, including 

amendments to the law that governs 

its operations. 

Molnár said the practice of 

classifying information had become 

“uninhibited”, and broadening the 

range of information classified as 

confidential was unjustified. He 

pledged to review that practice 

and reconsider the classification of 

earlier purchases and other cases.  

Referring to the Pegasus case, 

Molnár said that licencing secret 

data collection was governed by ill-

defined legislation, which offered 

opportunities for abuse, adding 

that the opposition would review 

those rules. Ungár said that it was 

a priority to ensure salaries for the 

secret services “that are competitive; 

in the region at least”.  He also said 

that his party would again propose 

publication of the files of informers 

in Hungary’s communist past, 

adding that once those documents 

were public “a politician could no 

longer be blackmailed on the 

grounds that he had reported on 

another person”.
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ÁDER VISITS HUNGARIAN-
FUNDED PROJECTS IN 
KENYA

President János Áder on Tuesday 

visited a school, a hospital and a 

farm in Kenya funded by Hungary. 

As part of his eight-day visit to the 

region, Áder visited the St. Joseph 

training centre in a poor district 

of Nairobi, which has received 

280,000 US dollars in funding from 

the Hungary Helps government 

programme to build and equip a 

wing for vocational training. The 

school trains 200 young people with 

disadvantaged backgrounds. It is 

planning to raise student numbers 

to 500. The president also visited 

a hospital specialising in spinal 

surgery which has received medical 

equipment worth 188,000 dollars 

under joint Hungarian-Slovenian 

aid. Áder also inspected a farm using 

and distributing VizŐr, a Hungarian 

soil additive designed to reduce the 

water demand of plants.

HUNGARY, AUSTRIA 
TO BOOST CRIMINAL 
INVESTIGATION 
COOPERATION

Hungary and Austria have agreed to 

set up a joint criminal investigation 

unit, organise joint patrols and expand 

information sharing on criminal 

cases, Interior Minister Sándor Pintér 

said after talks with his Austrian 

counterpart in Budapest on Tuesday. 

Hungary and Austria are both working 

to guarantee the security of their 

countries and safety of their citizens, 

Pintér told a joint press conference 

with Gerhard Karner. Pintér thanked 

Karner for Austria’s assistance in the 

protection of the European Union’s 

external borders. He said they were 

also in agreement that ensuring 

Europe’s security required more 

than just border protection. The two 

countries have therefore also agreed 

to participate in police operations 

in the Balkan region that will ensure 

Hungary and Austria’s security. Pintér 

said he and Karner had also discussed 

bilateral cooperation in the response 

to the pandemic, adding that they 

had promised to continue taking into 

consideration new information about 

the pandemic when coordinating 

their border activities.

Karner said his visit to Hungary 

was his first international trip since 

taking office last month, adding 

that this was a sign of strong 

bilateral cooperation. He said they 

had agreed to intensify their efforts 

against organised crime, specifically 

human smuggling and trafficking. 

The minister added that Austria and 

Hungary expected the European 

Commission to strengthen the 

protection of the bloc’s borders.

Meanwhile, in response to a question 

concerning Monday’s shooting 

incident on the Hungary-Austria 

border, Pintér said the authorities had 

identified and would catch the suspect 

who allegedly fired shots at Austrian 

border authorities.

JUSTICE MIN: UNIVERSITY 
MODEL CHANGE 
REPRESENTS FREEDOM, 
RESPONSIBILITY

The new operational model that 

sees universities shifting from being 

state-run to being operated by 

foundations represents freedom and 

responsibility, the justice minister said. 

Addressing a roundtable discussion 

in Budapest, Judit Varga said the 

university model change was “one of 

the most fantastic things” to happen 

to Hungarian universities over the 

past 50-100 years. Varga, who heads 

the supervisory board of the University 

of Miskolc (ME), said the foundation 

model allowed universities like ME 

to put greater emphasis on their 

regional responsibility. Meanwhile, 

Varga also stressed the importance of 

incorporating the interests and ideas 

of young people into legislation. 

HUNGARY RECORDS 
6,851 NEW CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS, 94 DEATHS 

Altogether 94 patients died of a 

Covid-related illness over the past 24 

hours, while 6,851 new coronavirus 

infections were registered, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Tuesday. 

So far 6,321,039 people have received 

a first jab, while 6,062,346 have been 

fully vaccinated. Fully 3,423,900 

Hungarians have received a booster 

jab. The website said the omicron 

variant was spreading rapidly. The 
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number of active infections has risen 

to 137,628, while hospitals are treating 

2,689 Covid-19 patients, 217 of whom 

are intubated on a ventilator. Since 

the first outbreak, 1,355,084 have 

been registered with the virus, while 

40,601 deaths have been recorded. 

Fully 1,176,855 people have made a 

recovery.

KÁSLER: GOVT 
COMMITTED TO 
CONTINUED HEALTH-CARE 
REFORM

Hungary’s government remains 

committed to its reform of the health-

care sector, one of the key pillars 

of which is the Healthy Budapest 

Programme (EBP), the human 

resources minister said on Tuesday. 

Under the EBP, the government is 

spending some 700 billion forints 

(EUR 2.0bn) on upgrading hospitals 

and outpatient clinics in and around 

Budapest, Miklós Kásler said. Since 

2010, the Fidesz-led government has 

spent 1,700 billion forints more on 

health care than the previous Socialist 

governments and has approved a 

previously unseen range of hospital 

developments, he said. In contrast, 

the previous governments had cut 

the health-care budget by 600 billion 

forints, wanted to privatise the sector, 

introduced co-payments for doctor’s 

visits and hospital stays, shut down 

hospitals and closed the National 

Psychiatric and Neurological Institute 

(OPNI), he said.

PFIZER DELIVERS 
ANOTHER SHIPMENT OF 
COVID JABS FOR YOUNG 
CHILDREN

Another delivery of the Pfizer-BioNTech 

coronavirus vaccine for children aged 

5 to 11 has arrived in Hungary, the 

local unit of Pfizer said on Tuesday. 

The delivery - the fourth one of the 

vaccine for young children - was of 

54,000 jabs. Pfizer started delivering 

the jabs for young children to Hungary 

in the middle of December.

NBH RENEWS CALL ON 
REVOLUT TO SET UP 
HUNGARIAN UNIT

Revolut Bank should conduct its 

activities in Hungary as a subsidiary, 

with a local HQ and capitalisation, the 

central bank (NBH) said on Tuesday, 

renewing its call on the bank, to start 

the licencing procedure for a local 

unit. Currently, Revolut Bank’s several 

hundred thousand clients in Hungary 

must turn to the Lithuanian authorities 

with any legal complaints in Lithuanian 

or English, NBH, which is also Hungary’s 

financial watchdog, noted. It said that 

whereas it supported competition 

and innovation to improve efficiency 

and cut costs among market players, 

these aims must not be allowed to 

compromise the interests of Hungarian 

clients.


