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Not only will the rollback of prices save families money, but it will also “send a message to the market” that the government 

“is not afraid to take even the most unexpected steps”, István Nagy told public broadcaster Kossuth Radio. He noted that 

the government had already lowered VAT on certain basic food products to 5%. He said that while the opposition parties 

were criticising the food price cuts, they had also refused to vote in favour of the VAT cuts in parliament. “How credible is a 

criticism of this policy when they go on to propose a measure which was already imposed years ago which they didn’t vote 

for?” he said. Nagy said he expects retailers to respect the government decree on the price cuts. He said food producers and 

processors were protected from any negative effects of the policy because retailers were legally prohibited from cancelling 

their contracts. The price cuts will be in place for a period of three months, Nagy said, adding that the government would 

later determine whether the policy needed to be prolonged.

The “bold step” of capping the prices of basic foods at their October levels shows that 
the government is prepared to intervene if prices get out of control, the minister of 
agriculture said over the weekend.

AGRICULTURE MINISTER HAILS FOOD PRICE CURBS
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Outdoor mass in honour of Saint Margaret on Budapest’s Margaret Island
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FINMIN: GOVT MORTGAGE 
RATE FREEZE TO SAVE 
FAMILIES HUF 30 BN

The government freeze of rates 

on retail mortgage loans in place 

for the first half of 2022 will save 

Hungarian families 30 billion forints 

(EUR 83.9m), the finance minister said 

over the weekend. The government 

is working to shield families from 

global price increases, Mihály Varga 

said in a video posted on Facebook. 

The scheme to cap utility bills protects 

Hungarian households from soaring 

energy prices, he said, noting that the 

government had also capped fuel 

prices. But inflation is also affecting 

interest rates, the minister said. In 

the case of floating-rate mortgages, 

accelerated rate rises could have added 

23%, or an average 11,000 forints, to 

borrowers’ monthly instalments, he 

added. Varga said the mortgage rate 

freeze would save some half a million 

families a combined 30 billion forints. 

He said that in the year ahead the 

government would continue its fight 

against the pandemic, keep working 

to protect families from its effects on 

the economy and work to maintain the 

advantage Hungary had gained by the 

relatively early restart of its economy.

PRESIDENT VISITS SEWAGE 
TREATMENT PLANT  
IN GHANA’S KUMASI

President János Áder visited a 

sewage treatment plant built with 

Hungarian technology in Kumasi, 

Ghana’s second largest city, on 

Saturday. The plant, built a year and a 

half ago amidst difficult circumstances 

posed by the pandemic, has capacity 

to treat the sewage of households with 

two million people, Áder said after 

viewing the facility. He said clean water 

was essential for further development 

in Africa including Ghana. “Without 

clean water it would be impossible to 

provide for the population, improve 

the agricultural and the industrial 

sector and to prevent diseases,” 

the president said. Áder said Ghana 

expressed satisfaction over the plant, 

adding that the implementation of 

another two joint investment projects 

were planned. Áder started an eight-

day visit to Ghana and Kenya on 

January 12. He is the first Hungarian 

president to visit Ghana since 1989.

HUNGARY BEGINS 
ADMINISTERING 4TH 
COVID VACCINE DOSE

Thirty people including a 102-year-

old man took up the fourth dose of 

the coronavirus vaccine in Pécs, in 

southern Hungary, on Saturday, just a 

day after the government announced 

its support for the promotion of a 

second booster dose, the president 

of Pécs University’s Clinical Centre 

told MTI. Andor Sebestyén said on 

Sunday that the national hospital 

central directorate had asked 

hospitals to make the fourth vaccine 

dose available as of Jan 15 to people 

who had received their booster 

jab more than four months ago 

and whose repeated vaccination 

was recommended by their GP or 

the doctor administering the jab. 

Sebestyén said he recommends the 

fourth dose primarily to people over 

the age of 60 with a chronic illness 

including cardiovascular problems, 

diabetes or cancer. He said he 

trusted that relatives accompanying 

the elderly would also take up their 

relevant jab, even if it may be a first 

dose of the Covid vaccine.

OFFICIAL: HUNGARY FUEL 
PRICES AMONG LOWEST 
IN EU THANKS TO GOVT-
MANDATED CAP

Fuel prices in Hungary are among the 

lowest in the European Union thanks 

to the government’s decision to cap 

retail petrol and diesel prices at 480 

forints (EUR 1.30) per litre, an official 

of the innovation and technology 

ministry said on Saturday. The policy 

to cap fuel prices is an integral part of 

the government’s scheme to cap utility 

bills, state secretary Tamás Schanda 

said in a video on Facebook. He said 

that “unlike the left”, the government 

believes it has a duty to intervene if 

price increases threaten the economy 

and households. Schanda said the 

policy had lowered the per litre prices 

of petrol and diesel by 26 forints and 32 

forints, respectively. He said opposition 

prime ministerial candidate Péter Márki-

Zay opposed government intervention 

in the price of fuel and instead urged 

people to “buy smaller cars”.
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OPPOSITION: FOOD PRICE 
CUTS OFFER NO SOLUTION 
TO RISING INFLATION

Politicians of three opposition parties 

on Sunday criticised the government’s 

rollback of basic food prices, insisting 

that it offered no solution to rising 

inflation. Máté Kanász-Nagy, co-leader 

of green LMP, said the cuts were only 

a “pseudo measure” serving to “cover 

for the government’s flawed economic 

policy”. He said that after household 

utility bills and bank statements, the 

government now wanted to “push its 

propaganda onto grocery store shelves”. 

Mihály Gér, representing Párbeszéd 

for a constituency in Pest County, said 

Hungary was “knee-deep in poverty” 

as a result of central welfare measures 

which he said had abandoned those 

who were genuinely in need of 

support. He noted as an example of 

existential crisis that as many as 82 

people had frozen to death up till 

now since October, most of them in 

their unheated homes. Éva Sebők, for 

Momentum, said Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán’s “flawed economic policies” had 

led to Hungary having one of Europe’s 

highest inflation rates. “Orbán and his 

cronies are interested only in enriching 

themselves while ignoring people’s real 

problems,” she said, insisting that wages 

needed to be gradually increased in the 

long term.

MAJORITY OF 
HUNGARIANS EXPECT 
LEFT-WING GOVT TO CUT 
BENEFITS, RAISE TAXES, 
SURVEY FINDS

A majority of Hungarians expect 

the left to cut support for couples 

and families and increase payroll 

and business taxes if it comes to 

power after the spring election, 

the daily Magyar Nemzet said on 

Saturday, citing a fresh survey 

by pollster Real-PR 93. Fully 52-

53% of the survey’s respondents 

said they expected cuts to family 

support and higher payroll and 

business taxes under a left-wing 

government, while 64% said utility 

bills would be expected to rise. 

Though respondents living outside 

the capital tended to be more 

pessimistic about the policies of 

a potential left-wing government, 

fully 57% of Budapest residents 

agreed that a new government was 

likely to increase utility bills. Among 

respondents outside Budapest, 

65% expect such a policy measure. 

When comparing the dif ferent 

response scales, the survey found 

that 41% of Hungarians expect to 

be negatively affected by changes 

to utility bills under a left-wing 

government. Altogether 30% 

expect unfavourable changes to 

family support policy and 28% 

expect to be hurt by changes 

made to payroll and business taxes. 

Meanwhile, 10% of respondents 

ruled out any negative changes in 

these three categories under a new 

government.

CHIEF SECURITY ADVISOR: 
NUMBER OF ILLEGAL 
ENTRY ATTEMPTS UP  
IN JANUARY

Hungarian border police have stopped 

4,200 migrants who attempted to 

enter the country illegally since 

January 1, 1,000 more than during the 

first two weeks of last year, the prime 

minister’s chief security advisor said. 

Most of them are helped by people 

smugglers, but there have been 

instances when the migrants made 

attempts in groups of 40 or 50 on 

their own, György Bakondi told public 

news television M1. “The attempts 

during the past two weeks have 

been aggressive and more frequently 

carried out in groups,” he said. He 

noted that under a recent interior 

ministry agreement, Hungarian and 

Serbian guards organised joint patrols 

on both sides of the border over the 

past month. Citing data by the EU’s 

border agency Frontex, Bakondi said 

the most common routes to reach 

Europe are through Italy and Spain 

and used mainly by African migrants.


