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Central Europe and Hungary lie on the intersection of threats from Russia in the East, and from terrorism and illegal 

migration rooted in unstable states in the south, Benkő said. The stability and security of the entire region is therefore 

extremely important, he said. In line with NATO guidelines to boost security and defence, Hungary is focusing on building 

and developing national capabilities, and offering them for use in multinational settings, he said. Hungary will also play a 

large role in maintaining peace in Kosovo, with a Hungarian officer taking over command at KFOR, its largest force in the 

region, Benkő said. Hungary is on track to reach the goal set by NATO to raise defence spending to 2% of GDP by 2024, and 

to spend 20% of that money on developments, he added. Regarding NATO’s role in Afghanistan, Benkő said the withdrawal 

“was more like evacuation ... it seems clear that ... a military operation should not be concluded this way.” “The question 

isn’t how many we have evacuated but how many we left behind who would have needed help,” he said.

The peace and security of the Western Balkans is of key importance to Hungary and 
NATO, Defence Minister Tibor Benkő said on the sidelines of talks between NATO 
defence ministers in Brussels on Friday.

DefMin: W baLKans Peace KeY fOr HunGarY

commemorations of the 65th 
anniversary of Hungary’s 1956 anti-
soviet uprising
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Launch event of the mass production of Mercedes’s electric EQB SUV, the 
first electric car manufactured in Hungary

http://hungarymatters.hu/
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KÖVÉr: cOMMOn VaLues 
unite eurOPe’s citiZens 

When discussing Europe’s future it is 

worth bearing in mind that, thanks 

to their common values, the bloc’s 

citizens are more united than divided, 

László Kövér, Hungary’s Speaker 

of Parliament, told a conference of 

speakers of the Council of Europe 

in Athens on Friday. Speaking on 

day two of a meeting organised by 

the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Council of Europe (PACE), Kövér said 

in his speech that national identities 

and the mother tongue formed the 

basis of “our European identity” and 

that Europe’s strength derived from 

national parliamentarism and the 

successful cooperation of nations, 

as well as solidarity with national 

minorities. He warned that European 

citizens felt their opinions no longer 

mattered and that confidence in 

European Union institutions as well 

as national democratic institutions 

was “dangerously waning”, adding 

that European democracies could be 

revitalised only if citizens had a say on 

real issues, starting from the expression 

of opinion at the national level. “We 

in Hungary have been courageous 

enough to ask people about migration 

issues ... and key issues regarding 

epidemic management through a new 

form of direct democracy,” Kövér said, 

adding that the opinions expressed in 

the National Consultation survey had 

been incorporated into parliamentary 

debate and government policy.

Kövér noted regional cooperation 

between the Visegrad countries 

(V4), which he said shared a history, 

traditions, culture and values. 

Hungarians, he added, were lucky 

to live with 13 national minorities in 

Hungary, adding that the Fundamental 

Law describes minorities as elements 

that forge the state. They are 

represented at both municipal and 

parliamentary levels, he added. 

Referring to “indigenous national 

minorities in Europe”, he said Hungary 

believed in the right to prosper in one’s 

homeland while preserving national 

identity.

Kövér also said Hungary 

remained committed to sustainable 

development, noting that Hungary’s 

parliament operates the National 

Council for Sustainable Development, 

which he said was “almost unique” 

among the world’s parliaments”. Every 

two years, the council examines the 

country in terms of its environmental, 

economic and social sustainability, 

and he pledged Hungary’s readiness 

to share its related experiences. 

Meanwhile, the speaker also noted 

a statement by the Visegrad Group 

and Western Balkan countries lined 

up to join the European Union urging 

the inclusion of candidate countries 

in the EU conference on the future 

of Europe. The heads of Council of 

Europe national parliaments were in 

agreement, he added, that Europe 

was a broader concept than the EU, 

so non-EU European countries should 

be given the opportunity to contribute 

to shaping a common European future.

KÖVÉr: reGiMe cHanGe 
POssibLe tHanKs tO ‘56 
HerOes 

The fall of the communist regime 

in 1989 was in part thanks to the 

heroes of the 1956 uprising, Speaker 

of Parliament László Kövér said in 

an interview to the daily Magyar 

Nemzet on Friday, the eve of the 65th 

anniversary of the revolution. Kövér 

noted that the number of witnesses 

to the events on October 23, 1956, 

was dwindling. “We have come to a 

turning point,” he said. While today’s 

adults could still hear first-hand 

accounts from their parents, “only a 

few of our children were lucky enough 

to talk to their grandparents about 

it; and younger generations will not 

even have that possibility,” he said. 

October 23, 1956, started with peaceful 

demonstrations, Kövér noted. Those 

working on the regime change in 1989 

were also proud to achieve a peaceful 

transition, Kövér said, “although I think 

now that a few [slaps] would not 

have been out of place. It isn’t always 

good if a people handles conflicts so 

peacefully,” he said. 

The fact that Ferenc Gyurcsány, the 

one-time Socialist prime minister, 

now the leader of the opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK), is still 

present in Hungarian politics, “is 

shameful for the entire Hungarian 

opposition”, Kövér insisted. The 

opposition should have rejected 

Gyurcsány for “ruining the country 

and dismantling his own political 
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community,” he said. Gyurcsány’s 

presence “also brings shame to the 

Hungarian justice system,” he said, 

as he “conspired to topple Hungarian 

democracy ahead of the 2006 

elections,” he said. By threatening 

his political opponents with prison 

and financial ruin, Gyurcsány is 

doing the same today, Kövér said. 

Meanwhile, the West “would prefer 

to collaborate with a neo-Bolshevik 

group today,” he added. Citing Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán, Kövér said: “We 

thought Europe was our future but it 

turned out we were their future -- that 

is, if Europe deigns to actually tackle 

issues regarding its future and pay 

attention to us, rather than engaging 

in empty communication stunts and 

conferences.”

OfficiaL: eXceLLent 
HunGarY-israeL ties 
baseD On cOMMOn 
interests 

Hungary and Israel’s excellent ties are 

based on common interests, according 

to diplomats attending a reception in 

Jerusalem to mark the 1956 revolution. 

Staff of the Hungarian Embassy in Tel 

Aviv travelled to Jerusalem to attend 

the event alongside prominent 

Israeli politicians, public figures 

and representatives of the local 

Hungarian community. Reuven Rivlin, 

Israel’s former president, told MTI’s 

correspondent at the event that he 

attached “great importance to the 

fight against anti-Semitism in Europe 

and Hungary”. He said Hungary had 

made progress in this area. “But there 

is still work to be done,” he added. 

Hungarian Ambassador Levente Benkő 

said the Old City of Jerusalem was an 

apt venue for the occasion, being the 

city of the three monotheistic religions. 

“We’re hosting the reception here for 

the first time -- but not the last,” he 

said, noting Hungary had been the first 

European country to open a trade and 

diplomatic mission in the city to further 

develop rapidly developing economic 

ties. Benkő highlighted the “important 

strategic alliance” between Hungary 

and Israel, saying Hungary could 

count on Israel as the most secure 

point in the Middle East. Hundreds 

of thousands of Hungarians fled 

oppression after the 1956 revolution 

and about 20,000 settled in Israel, 

he noted. Omer Bar-Lev, Minister of 

Homeland Security, represented the 

Israeli government at the event.

OfficiaL LauncHes 
Latest rOunD Of 
scHOLarsHiPs fOr 
PersecuteD cHristians 
stuDYinG in HunGarY

Launching the latest round of 

the Hungary Helps scholarship 

programme on Friday, Tristan Azbej, 

the prime minister’s state secretary 

for aiding persecuted Christians, 

said the scheme helped students 

studying in Hungary return to 

their communities and strengthen 

them. Under the scheme which has 

operated for the past three years, 

around 300 people from persecuted 

Christian communities in Africa and 

Asia have studied free of charge in 

Hungary, with currently 200 young 

people enrolled. This year 100 new 

students are from Africa, the Middle 

East and Pakistan, he said, citing the 

examples of potential Nigerian health 

professionals, Iraqi oil engineers and 

Lebanese archaeologists. One Iraqi 

returning home studying in Hungary is 

organising the resettlement of people 

fleeing the Islamic State, Azbej said as 

an example. Hungary keeps in touch 

with graduates, he said, adding that 

they were grateful to Hungary since 

returning to their homelands with a 

European degree paved the way for 

far more opportunities.

sZiJJÁrtÓ: PrODuctiOn 
starts Of first eLectric 
car ManufactureD in 
HunGarY 

Hungarian car manufacturing has 

arrived at a new milestone with the 

mass production of the first fully 

electric cars manufactured in Hungary, 

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of foreign 

affairs and trade, said on Friday. 

Speaking at the launching event of 

the mass production of Mercedes’s 

electric EQB SUV in Kecskemét, Szijjarto 

said the 50 billion forint (EUR 1.4bn) 

investment, supported by a 15 billion 

government grant, marked the first 

step in “revolutionary reforms” in 

Hungarian car-making. The plant 

will preserve 4,400 new jobs and 

create hundreds of new ones, he said. 

“Countries that win the competition for 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu4

Publisher in charge of production: Dániel Papp, Director General of Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA)
Publisher in charge of content: Eszter Szabó, Duna Mediaszolgáltató Nonprofit Zrt. MTI director
Editor: Judit Járai (Duna)

OctOber 22, 2021
afternOOn issue PM

investments in electromobility win the 

future,” Szijjártó said.  EQB models will 

be exported exclusively from Hungary 

to markets worldwide, excluding 

China, Mercedes said in a statement. 

With the launch, the Kecskemét plant 

will be producing all types of motors, 

the statement said. Production will 

become carbon neutral by 2022, 

making the plant an important pillar 

of the production network on the long 

run, Mercedes said.

HunGarY recOrDs 
tWentY-fOur cOViD 
DeatHs, 2,548 neW 
infectiOns

Twenty-four patients died of a Covid-

related illness in the past 24 hours, 

while 2,548 new coronavirus infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Friday. So far 5,935,182 

people have received a first jab, while 

5,714,861 have been fully vaccinated. 

Fully 1,082,000 Hungarians have 

received a booster jab. The number 

of active infections stands at 19,491, 

while hospitals are treating 1,233 

Covid patients, 169 of whom need 

respiratory assistance. Since the first 

outbreak, 843,825 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 30,492. Fully 793,842 people 

have made a recovery. There are 17,984 

people in official quarantine, while 

7,236,933 tests have been officially 

carried out.

finMin: HunGarY 
buDGet Deficit 2,292 
biLLiOn at enD-sePt

Hungary’s cash-flow budget deficit, 

excluding local councils, was 2,292 

billion forints (EUR 6.3bn) at the end 

of September, the finance ministry 

confirmed in a detailed reading of 

data on Friday. The shortfall widened 

by 391.3 billion forints from a month 

earlier. “The outstanding growth of the 

Hungarian economy in the European 

Union as well as the record-high 

employment data show that crisis 

management based on tax cuts, 

investment incentives and support 

for families is working,” the ministry 

said, adding the government would 

carry on with economic stimulus and 

ensure all of the necessary resources to 

do so. The central budget deficit came 

to 2,066.7 billion forints at the end of 

September, while the social security 

funds were 253.9 billion in the red.

ÉVa sZOMbat Wins caPa 
GranD PriZe

Éva Szombat has won the 2021 

Capa Grand Prize with her entry 

called I Want Orgasms, Not Roses, 

the Robert Capa Centre said 

on Friday. The exhibition of the 

competition’s entries runs until 

November 14, the statement said. 

The series focuses on female 

sexuality, challenges taboos and 

ref lects on issues surrounding 

the social standing of women, 

the statement said. Szombat 

was one of three photographers 

to receive the Capa Centre’s 

fellowship last year. Róbert László 

Bácsi’s documentarist photographs 

show the life of the residents of 

Nagorno-Karabakh, a region of 

decade-long conflict and political 

uncertainty. Balázs Turós’s series is 

about the life of his grandmother 

living with dementia.


