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Arriving at a two-day summit of EU leaders in Brussels, Orbán said the work of the commission and Frans Timmermans, its 

green commissioner, was already resulting in higher energy prices and these were set to shoot up. “Those responsible for 

sky-high electricity and gas prices are endangering European democracy,” he said, arguing that the fate of democracy hung 

on the middle classes. The prime minister called for the plans to be withdrawn and reconsidered. He said a promise of an 

impact assessment for all member states on how the commission’s proposals would affect each of them had been to no 

avail. The commission’s ill-considered plans would shatter Europe’s economy, he said. “This must be stopped,” Orbán added.

Meanwhile, he said a witch hunt against Poland was under way in Europe. He added that Poland was on the right side of 

the argument, and “we are standing up for the Poles”. He said the EU had no business going where laws were within the 

competence of national parliaments, constitutions and courts and insisted that Brussels was “stealthily” encroaching on 

national powers.

The European Commission’s planned Fit for 55 climate package and resulting high 
energy prices “will destroy” Europe’s middle classes, Viktor Orbán has said.
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GULYÁS: GOVt cOMMItteD 
tO PrOtectING UtILItY 
bILL cUtS

Hungary’s government opposes a tax 

Brussels wants to impose on home and 

car owners on the grounds of fighting 

climate change and is committed to 

protecting the achievements of its 

scheme to reduce household utility 

bills, the prime minister’s chief of staff 

said on Thursday. Energy prices are 

soaring all across Europe, resulting in 

a “utility crisis,” Gergely Gulyás told a 

regular press briefing, adding that this 

will be the central topic at a summit 

of European Union leaders starting 

in Brussels. Gulyás said rising global 

energy prices and the European 

Commission’s “poorly thought out” 

energy policy were both to blame 

for the situation. He said the biggest 

danger was that the EC would push 

the price increases onto consumers 

by taxing home and car owners. 

The Visegrad Group countries will 

veto and reject such a proposal, 

Gulyás said. Hungary’s government 

is firmly committed to protecting the 

achievements of its public utility cost 

reduction scheme, he added. Gulyás 

said recent measures imposed by 

the EC had contributed to the crisis, 

arguing that on the grounds of climate 

protection Brussels had forced the 

move away from traditional energy 

production while liberalising gas and 

electricity markets without a transition 

period. Also, when the first signs of the 

crisis began to appear last year and this 

spring, European gas storage facilities 

had a record low amount of gas, he 

said. “As demand was rising, supply 

was falling and Europe’s long-term 

gas supply deals were set to expire,” he 

said. “And for six months, Brussels did 

nothing; it held no talks with Europe’s 

energy suppliers.”

He said Brussels’s latest proposal 

would be extended to transport, 

cars, public buildings and family 

homes. This, Gulyás said, meant that 

instead of applying the “polluter-

should-pay” principle and making 

multinational companies bear the 

costs of environmental protection, 

Brussels would impose a tax on 

people’s homes and cars. The price of 

natural gas has increased by 400% on 

the European markets over the past 

year and the price of electricity by 80-

100%, he said, adding that utility costs 

were up everywhere but Hungary.

Hungary has the lowest gas and 

electricity prices, Gulyás said, adding 

that households in Vienna and Berlin 

today were paying two to three times 

more for electricity and gas than in 

Budapest. If the government made 

Hungarians pay the market price 

for gas and electricity, as proposed 

by the left, an average Hungarian 

family would be paying over 386,000 

forints (EUR 1,065) more in utility 

costs annually, he said, noting that 

Hungarians were paying 40% of the 

international price for electricity and 

30% of the market price for gas.

Gulyás said Hungary’s Socialist-

liberal governments between 2002 

and 2010 had given multinational 

energy companies permission to 

raise prices 15 times. This led to a 

206% increase in gas prices and a 97% 

increase in electricity prices, he said, 

noting that in contrast, utility costs had 

decreased over the past eight years.

Gulyás also criticised Brussels’s 

proposed ban on the sale of new 

petrol and diesel cars from 2035. 

“Budapest’s left-wing leadership is 

already talking about banning diesel 

cars and introducing a congestion 

charge while multinational companies 

pollute the environment without any 

consequences,” he said.

On another subject, Gulyás said 

Hungary will ask Brussels to amend 

European Union regulations in order 

to enable bringing back transit zones 

for migrants. He said Hungary would 

submit proposals at the two-day EU 

summit in Brussels. Restoring transit 

zones is the most effective method of 

defending against migration, Gulyás 

said, adding that migration pressure 

had increased considerably. According 

to the Hungarian proposal, all requests 

for refugee status should be assessed 

outside the EU because it is very 

difficult to deport anyone who has 

already entered the bloc, he said.

So far this year a total of 91,500 

migrants have attempted to cross into 

Hungary illegally as against 28,000 in 

the first nine-and-a-half months in 2020, 

he said. Gulyás noted that the Czech 

Republic has sent a 50-strong police 

continent to Hungary to help the local 

forces patrol the borders. He said Brussels 

should be helping, rather than punishing 

member states that protect their 
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borders. The EU “has yet to contribute 

a single cent” to financing the costs of 

Hungary’s border fence, “even though it 

also protects the EU’s borders”, he added. 

Gulyás said the EU had so far contributed 

7 billion forints to the 588 billion Hungary 

has spent so far on border protection. 

“This is unacceptable,” he said. “Instead of 

receiving political support, Hungary was 

faced with political attacks from Brussels.”

SZÁZADVÉG: OPPOSItION’S 
MÁrKI-ZAY LAcKS APPeAL 
AMONG rIGHt-WING 
VOterS

Right-wing voters are wary of Péter 

Márki-Zay, a Századvég Foundation 

survey has found, and the opposition’s 

joint candidate for prime minister 

was having a hard time bringing 

moderate conservative voters 

into the opposition’s fold. Several 

political analysts have argued that 

Márki-Zay, the conservative mayor 

of Hódmezővásárhely in southern 

Hungary, may manage to pick up 

right-wing votes in next spring’s 

general election, Századvég said, 

adding that its survey aimed to test 

this view. Looking at the ideological 

makeup of Márki-Zay’s supporters, 

44% identified as left wing, 45% as 

centrists, while just 9% said they were 

right wing, Századvég said. Fully 93% 

of respondents who supported Márki-

Zay said they would vote for the united 

opposition if the elections were held 

this coming Sunday, while 7% did not 

answer or were undecided, the pollster 

said, adding that sympathisers of the 

current Fidesz-Christian Democrat 

government appeared to be absent 

from Márki-Zay’s base.

The survey also found that like 

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony’s 

base, Márki-Zay’s base was dominated by 

urban, more educated voters. Márki-Zay, 

the think tank added, was expected to 

mainly attract the “traditional” left-liberal 

voters, while right-leaning rural voters 

appeared to be wary of him. Altogether 

64% of Márki-Zay’s supporters welcomed 

his alliance with the leftist parties and 

preferred him running with the support 

of the Socialist Party and the Democratic 

Coalition (DK). Fully 72% said they would 

support Márki-Zay even more knowing 

that he was going into the election 

with the backing of DK leader Ferenc 

Gyurcsány, DK’s Klára Dobrev, whom 

he defeated in the second round of 

the opposition primary to clinch the 

nomination, and Karácsony.

Századvég said the left’s key figures 

were unacceptable to conservative 

voters, who were therefore absent 

from his base.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: bADeN-
WÜrtteMberG MINISter 
tHANKS HUNGArY FOr 
bOrDer PrOtectION

The new minister of justice and 

migration of Germany’s Baden-

Württemberg province has thanked 

Hungary for protecting the European 

Union’s external borders and halting 

illegal migration, Péter Szijjártó, 

Hungary’s foreign minister, said after 

talks with Marion Gentges in Stuttgart. 

Szijjártó noted that Europe was again 

under strong migratory pressure. This 

is being directly felt by the Germans 

as migrants arriving via Belarus have 

turned up in Germany or at its borders, 

he said. Szijjártó and Gentges agreed 

that the EU should protect its external 

borders, and solidarity had “several 

forms” beyond taking in migrants. 

He called on the EU to change its 

migration policy to ensure that the 

bloc can protect itself. “While Brussels 

keeps the mandatory migrant quotas 

on the agenda and advocates giving 

shelter to migrants, as well as handling 

border protection a human rights 

issue rather than that of security, we 

will remain under strong pressure and 

face tough challenges,” Szijjártó said.

Meanwhile, the foreign ministry 

said in a statement that Szijjártó 

highlighted the key role companies in 

Germany and its Baden-Württemberg 

province play in “a revolutionary 

renewal of the automotive industry”, 

and in Hungary’s emerging role 

as a sectoral hub. The global 

automotive market is undergoing “a 

revolutionary transformation” which 

has two directions: the development of 

autonomous vehicles and the broader 

use of electromobility, he said.

Szijjártó highlighted the significant 

role Mercedes has attributed to its plant 

in Kecskemét, in central Hungary, in 

the implementation of the company’s 

electromobility strategy. He also noted 

that outside Germany, Hungary is 

home to Bosch’s largest research and 

development centre for autonomous 

driving technologies. “The trust Baden-
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Württemberg’s companies have in 

Hungary is a guarantee the Hungarian 

economy will become one of the 

fastest growing economies in Europe 

in the long term,” Szijjártó said. Various 

investment projects those companies 

made during the previous phase of 

the coronavirus pandemic, he said, 

was an expression of their loyalty to 

Hungary. He noted that last year 25 

companies from the province had 

made investments with support of the 

Hungarian government, creating more 

than 20,000 jobs.

NOVÁK: HUNGArY 1956 
reVOLUtION ‘FAtAL 
WOUND’ tO WeSt’S 
ILLUSIONS AbOUt 
cOMMUNISM

Hungary’s anti-Soviet uprising of 

1956 was a European cause and a 

“fatal wound to the West’s illusions 

about communism”, Katalin Novák, 

the minister for family affairs, told a 

commemoration of the outbreak of 

the revolution in Munich. In her speech 

at the event held at the Hungarian 

consulate-general, Novák said the 

Hungarian revolution had “moved 

the entire world”, shining a light on 

the realities of Soviet oppression, and 

gave the first impetus to “breaking 

with the illusions about communism 

in the West”. Novák added, however, 

that some still entertained illusions 

about Marxism and claimed that 

conservatives were the only threats 

to freedom and had to be “accused of 

hate speech” and forced to constantly 

apologise and “disown their past”. But 

the freedom of Europe is not under 

threat from nations and national 

sovereignty, but rather the “illusion of 

a uniform, global and childless future 

and the abandonment of our Christian 

culture and national identity”, she said.

KÖVÉr: ‘PANDeMIc 
creAtING SPecIAL 
LeGAL SItUAtION IN ALL 
DeMOcrAtIc NAtIONS’

The coronavirus pandemic which 

threatens human lives has brought 

about an extraordinary legal situation 

in all democratic, rule-governed 

nations, László Kövér, Hungary’s 

speaker of parliament, told a Council 

of Europe conference of parliamentary 

speakers in Athens on Thursday. Kövér 

said all states had a sovereign right to 

act to ensure the well-being of their 

citizens while keeping legal safety 

in view. Hungary has managed both 

during the pandemic, he added. 

Hungary’s parliament continued to 

exercise control over the government 

during the pandemic with due respect 

for health considerations, Kövér 

said, adding the series of restrictive 

measures which the government took 

were authorised by parliament.

V4 OMbUDSMeN HOLD 
SUMMIt IN VISeGrÁD

The Visegrad Group countries 

can maintain their achievements 

in protecting basic rights more 

effectively in the form of international 

cooperation between the V4 

ombudsmen, the head of the Office 

of the Commissioner for Fundamental 

Rights said at a two-day summit 

of V4 ombudsmen. Ákos Kozma 

said that a good accord between 

Hungarian, Czech, Polish and Slovak 

commissioners was partly the result of 

historical roots. Also, the ombudsmen 

could rely on each other during the 

fight against Covid and shared good 

practices with each other, he said. 

They successfully fulfilled their tasks 

when it came to securing the legal 

background for new situations that 

emerged in epidemic management 

in every partner country, he added.

Kozma said the participants of the 

meeting recognised the Hungarian 

legal protection system which is seen 

as internationally outstanding. The 

head of the office has visited over 100 

institutions in recent months, including 

prisons, elderly care homes, schools 

and immigration offices and no 

unlawful practices had been revealed 

in any of them, he added.

PrO-GOVt GrOUP cÖF: 
OrGANISAtION’S WebSIte 
SUbJect OF DOS AttAcKS

The website of the pro-government 

Civic Union Forum (CÖF) and 

associated CÖKA foundation, 

currently organising a Peace March 

for the October 23 national holiday, 

came under denial-of-service (DoS) 

cyber-attacks in the past two days, 

the organisation said. The attacks 

originated from several countries, 
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attempting to thwart the organisation 

of the march which is expected to 

attract hundreds of thousands of 

people, the statement added. Experts 

are working on resolving the problem 

and 15,000 volunteers are helping 

around the country with preparations 

for the march, it added.

cOrONAVIrUS - tWeNtY 
DeAtHS, 2,361 NeW 
INFectIONS

Twenty patients died of a Covid-related 

illness in the past 24 hours, while 2,361 

new coronavirus infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Thursday. So far 5,932,239 people have 

received a first jab, while 5,710,977 have 

been fully vaccinated. Fully 1,056,000 

Hungarians have received a booster 

jab. The number of active infections 

stands at 17,521, while hospitals are 

treating 1,105 Covid patients, 155 of 

whom need respiratory assistance.

Since the first outbreak, 841,277 

infections have been registered, while 

fatalities have risen to 30,468. Fully 

793,288 people have made a recovery.

There are 15,854 people in official 

quarantine, while 7,217,103 tests have 

been officially carried out.

AMcHAM, HIPA HOSt 
bUSINeSS MeetS GOVt 
SUMMIt

The American Chamber of Commerce 

and the Hungarian Investment Promotion 

Agency (HIPA) hosted the 7th Business 

Meets Government Summit in the capital 

on Thursday. In remarks opening the 

summit, Péter Szijjártó, the minister of 

foreign affairs and trade, noted that US 

companies are the second-biggest group 

of investors in the country. Some 1,700 

US-owned companies employ 106,000 

Hungarians. He noted the government 

has signed investment cooperation 

agreements with 88 American companies 

since 2015. Those companies have 

ploughed 1.4 billion dollars into the 

country, he added. The government 

has also signed strategic cooperation 

agreements with 14 US companies that 

employ 15,400 people, he said. Bilateral 

trade between Hungary and the US grew 

by 68% between 2010 and 2020, Szijjártó 

said. Last year, Hungary’s exports to the 

US reached 3.6 billion dollars, increasing 

86% in a decade, he added.

The US is now Hungary’s second-

biggest export market and the 

country’s second-biggest trading 

partner outside of the European Union. 

Szijjártó said AmCham has designated 

four key areas in its strategic work 

plan for the period 2021-2025: 

digitalisation, innovation, productivity 

and sustainability. He added that these 

areas dovetail with the government’s 

goals and can provide the groundwork 

for future cooperation.

FINANce MINISter: 
1,700 cOMPANIeS tO 
receIVe HUF 210 bN IN 
DeVeLOPMeNt SUPPOrt

The government has allocated 

some 210 billion forints (EUR 580m) 

in development support to 1,700 

Hungarian companies, Finance 

Minister Mihály Varga said on Facebook. 

The support is mainly for boosting 

competitiveness and efficiency through 

the purchase of new technology. A 

tender invited for RDI support dubbed 

Ginop Plus in mid-July attracted more 

interest than previously expected. 

“We thus decided to make available 

the entire allocation of 200,000 billion 

forints,” Varga said. In order to help 

the relaunch of the economy, the 

assessment of applications has been 

fast-tracked, he said, adding that 

Hungary would not wait for transfers 

to arrive from the European Union. 

Payments are being advanced from 

the budget in an effort “to preserve 

our advantage in the relaunch”.

cHINA’S cecZ bUILDING 
HUF 27bN WAreHOUSe 
bASe NeAr bUDAPeSt

China’s CECZ group is building a 27 

billion forint (EUR 74m) warehouse 

base in Vác, north of the capital. The 

investment creating 110 jobs will 

include a 14,000sqm smart warehouse 

that will function with 700 robots and 

a 150m conveyer belt able to handle as 

many as 45,000-55,000 items an hour, 

Innovation and Technology Ministry 

state secretary Tamás Schanda said 

at the site. The Budapest University of 

Technology and Economics (BME) and 

the Óbuda University in the capital will 

be involved in planning the warehouse, 

he added. CECZ will also build a 

15,000sqm warehouse for batteries 

and battery feedstock and another 
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5,500sqm, temperature-controlled one 

for raw materials for surgical gloves and 

other health-care supplies, he said.

HUNGArIAN-AMerIcAN 
PSYcHOLOGISt MIHÁLY 
cSÍKSZeNtMIHÁLYI DIeS 
AGeD 87

Hungarian-American psychologist 

Mihály Csíkszentmihályi, the architect 

of the flow theory, has died, aged 

87, his family said on Facebook on 

Thursday. Known for his work in the 

study of happiness and creativity, 

Csíkszentmihályi introduced flow 

theory in the 1970s, defining flow as 

a state of mind attained when one 

becomes fully immersed in an activity.

Csíkszentmihalyi emigrated to the 

United States in 1956. After graduating 

from the University of Chicago in 1959, 

he taught at Lake Forest College. 

From 1971 to 1987 he was professor 

of human development at the 

University of Chicago. From 1985, he 

was a member of the advisory board 

of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. From 

1999 to his death he was professor 

of psychology and management 

at Claremont Graduate University. 

Csíkszentmihályi was elected external 

member of the Hungarian Academy 

of Sciences in 1998. In 2011, he was 

awarded the Széchenyi Prize for his 

research on developmental education, 

creativity, talent and skills and his 

development of flow theory. In 2014, 

he was awarded the Order of Merit of 

Hungary, Grand Cross, civilian division. 

He was also a holder of the Prima 

Primissima Prize.

crOAtIAN FUGItIVeS 
WANteD FOr 
retrIbUtION SHOOtINGS 
ArreSteD IN HUNGArY

Two Croatian nationals wanted 

in connection with a series of 

retribution shootings committed 

across Europe have been arrested 

by Hungarian authorities in Győr, 

in north-western Hungary. The 

45 and 25-year-old men are 

suspected by the Slovenian 

authorities of the attempted 

murder of a Slovenian citizen in 

the city of Nova Gorica in 2020. 

Police have also linked the two 

suspects to multiple retribution 

shootings in Croatia and Italy. 

Both men were among Europe’s 

most wanted fugitives. Slovenian 

investigators tracked the suspects 

to Hungary and asked police of 

the National Investigation Bureau 

(NNI) to assist with their capture. 

The NNI and its Slovenian partner 

units quickly tracked down the 

fugitives and arrested them on 

Oct. 19 in Győr with the help of 

Hungary’s counter-terrorism force 

TEK. The court will decide on their 

extradition to Slovenia later.


