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Szijjártó told a joint press conference with Tajik counterpart Sirojiddin Muhriddin that if the countries of Central Asia decided 

to open their borders and allow migrants to pass through, Europe would face an even larger wave of migrants than the one 

experienced in 2015. “As a result, human rights lectures should be finally abandoned and real support should be provided 

to the countries neighbouring Afghanistan in order to help them protect their own borders,” he said. “We propose that 

the European Union at least double the 20 million euros allocated for this purpose and that we transfer this support to the 

countries of the region as soon as possible.” Tajikistan is protecting 1,344 kilometres of border with Afghanistan and it is 

high time that the EU provides effective support, he said.

“We can be thankful to the Tajiks that despite the pressure exercised by international organisations and NGOs, they keep 

their borders closed,” he said. “Had they not done so, many hundreds of thousands of migrants would be knocking on the 

southern borders of Hungary along the Western Balkans route.”

It is high time for Brussels to realise that Central Asia is key to Europe’s security, as 
30,000-35,000 migrants leave Afghanistan every day, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 
has said.
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Renovated Főnix Arena inaugurated in Debrecen, eastern Hungary
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ÁDER: MOST WATER 
RESOURCES ON EARTH 
NEED PURIFICATION 
BEFORE CONSUMPTION  

Hardly any of the water easily 

accessible on Earth is suitable for 

consumption without purification 

because people use the resources 

irresponsibly, President János 

Áder told public Kossuth Radio on 

Wednesday. Some 2.5% of the water 

available on Earth is fresh water 

and only a fraction of it is easily 

accessible, he said. Those scarce 

resources are often contaminated 

by the people using it, he added. 

As a result of a four-fold increase 

in the Earth’s population and eight-

fold increase in water consumption 

in the past century, the amount 

of water available per capita has 

dropped and the shortage in water 

supplies causes problems in around 

forty countries on Earth, he said. 

Around ten thousand children under 

five die every day in the developing 

world as a result of contaminated 

water, Áder said.

Annual precipitation in Hungary 

is around 600-650 millimetres but 

distributed unequally, Áder said. The 

region between the Danube and 

Tisza rivers is at risk of becoming 

arid. Efforts to reverse the process 

have already been started and 

the problem can be resolved in 

5-6 years, he added. Projections 

show that extreme floods can be 

expected in the years ahead and 

dikes must be strengthened, Áder 

said. The height of dikes along the 

Tisza cannot be increased further, so 

water reservoirs are being built to 

reduce the water level if necessary, 

he added.

Some 95% of waste water is being 

treated in Hungary before it returns 

to the natural environment, he said. 

Plastic bottles and other waste is 

collected by specialised machinery 

from the upper Tisza in northeast 

Hungary and consequently rivers 

crossing Hungary are cleaner when 

they leave the country than when 

they enter, he said. Commenting 

on a 2023 water management 

conference, he said multilateral, 

regional agreements are needed to 

make people realise that preserving 

water quality is an obligation for 

everyone.

SZIJJÁRTÓ ADDRESSES 
WATER MANAgEMENT 
CONFERENCE IN 
DUSHANBE

Hungary uses advanced technology 

and has ample experience in water 

management, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said in Dushanbe on 

Wednesday.

Speaking at a regional preparatory 

conference of the World Water Forum 

to be held in Dakar in early 2022, 

Szijjártó said Hungary had joined as 

an observer to the international fund 

for saving the Aral Sea, as a project 

tackling a challenge crucial for the 

whole planet, rather than just the 

central Asian region. “The fact that 

we have to be convened more and 

more often to discuss the issue of 

water shows very clearly that we are 

in the twenty-fourth hour,” he said. 

Modern and effective agriculture 

and industry are impossible to 

maintain without clean water, as is 

the supply of private citizens, he said. 

Water use will be the greatest 

challenge of the 21st century, he said.

Climate change impacts some 

85% of global water resources, he 

said. Some regions experience water 

shortage, some face the challenge of 

“too much water”, and in some places, 

water is contaminated, he said. 

Some 90% of the Earth’s 

population suffers from floods, while 

4 billion people live in regions hit 

by water scarcity for at least one 

month a year, he said. Their number 

is expected to reach 5 billion by 2050, 

he said. Meanwhile, the regions with 

the steepest growth of population 

see 80% of their waste water flow 

back into natural waters without 

purification, he said. Some 45% of the 

Earth’s population has no access to 

purified water, he said.

Water is key to maintaining global 

peace and security, Szijjártó said. 

“We must not allow that water crises 

become sources of international 

conflicts and we must avoid that 

water crises become another root 

cause of massive illegal migratory 

flows,” he said. Hungary is ready to 

play a part in that fight, he said.

Regarding Hungarian water 

management, Szijjártó said the 
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country had built 4,200 km of dikes 

as well as water reservoirs over the 

past 200 years. Some 90% of waste 

water is treated before it is let back 

into natural waters, he said.

Several Hungarian companies 

have installed waste water plants 

in Africa and Asia, and Hungary is 

ready to be a part of Tajikistan’s water 

project too, he said. The Hungarian 

Exim Bank has opened a 30 million 

dollar credit line for Hungarian-Tajik 

companies, he added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: AUSTRIA, 
HUNgARY TO CONTINUE 
CLOSE COOPERATION

Austria and Hungary can count on one 

another as friends and will continue 

to cooperate closely in the future as 

well, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said after meeting Michael Linhart, 

his Austrian counterpart, in Vienna on 

Tuesday.

“Although new in the post of foreign 

minister, Michael Linhart is a good 

old friend, we have been working 

together for several years as he has 

served in various positions in the 

Austrian foreign ministry,” Szijjártó 

told journalists.

Szijjártó noted that Austria is the second 

major trading partner of and the third major 

foreign investor in Hungary. He welcomed 

that similarly to Hungary, Austria’s economy 

has recovered to pre-pandemic levels and 

expressed trust that the two countries 

could economically help one another in 

the months and years to come. Szijjártó 

said they were in full agreement as regards 

issues that pose the biggest challenges 

to the region. “We both stated our firm 

position concerning migration and agreed 

that we must in the first place protect our 

borders. We also agreed that the policy of 

encouraging migration to Europe must be 

stopped. Further, we also agreed that the 

Western Balkans must be integrated into 

the European Union as soon as possible,” 

Szijjártó said.

ÁDER gREEN-LIgHTS 
ARMY DEVELOPMENT 
PLANS

President János Áder has given the 

green light to the development plan 

for the Hungarian Armed Forces, army 

commander Romulusz Ruszin-Szendi 

said on Wednesday. Ruszin-Szendi told 

the press that he had briefed Áder on 

the details of the evacuation mission 

in Afghanistan and the Breakthrough 

2021 exercise in Várpalota, in central 

Hungary. The exercise, he said, has 

demonstrated traditional and new 

strengths of the armed forces. Áder, 

who is also commander-in-chief of 

the Armed Forces, also approved the 

development plans aiming to turn the 

Hungarian Armed Forces into a major 

force in the region, Ruszin-Szendi said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ WARNS OF 
RAPID RISE IN MIgRATION 
ON BALKANS ROUTE

The number of migrants 

at tempting to illegally enter the 

European Union through the 

Western Balkans is rising rapidly 

and has exceeded 82,000 to 

date this year, Hungary ’s foreign 

ministry cited the minister, Péter 

Szij jár tó, as saying at a Vienna 

conference on migration on 

Tuesday. Attempts to cross the 

border are recorded day by day in 

Hungary, he said, noting that the 

government had spent 1.2 billion 

euros on defending the borders 

since 2015. Szij jár tó noted that 

six years ago the European Union 

had harshly criticised Hungary ’s 

government for erecting a fence 

along the southern border, with 

some going as far as to compare 

the country to the darkest 

dictatorial regimes of the 20th 

century. “Now the same countries 

are roundly praising those who 

are building fences to defend the 

EU’s external borders,” he said. 

Szij jár tó expressed concern 

over “irresponsible statements 

by Brussels institutions and 

western European politicians” 

that can be interpreted as “an 

invitation” by those heading for 

Europe for reasons whatsoever. 

The situation is even more 

tense than it was in 2015 as the 

four million internally displaced 

persons who most probably wish 

to leave Afghanistan are expected 

to increase migratory pressure, 

he said. The minister reiterated 

that mandatory migrant quotas 

should be discarded once and for 

all, and no one should encourage 

potential migrants to leave their 

homeland.
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gOVT OFFICIAL CAUTIONS 
AgAINST ALLOWINg 
BRUSSELS TO REgULATE 
DATA ASSETS

Innovation and Technology Ministry 

state secretary Tamás Schanda warned 

against efforts by the European 

Commission to take regulation 

of data assets out of the scope of 

national legislatures at the Infotér ICT 

conference in Balatonfüred, in western 

Hungary, on Wednesday. Schanda said 

Brussels wants to put regulation of 

data assets in its own scope of power, 

which he called “the start of political 

efforts that violate national interests 

and sovereignty”.

“We have been witnesses for years to 

Brussels’ empire-building aspirations,” 

he added. He said the manner in which 

a country regulates its data assets 

can determine its competitiveness, 

adding that all means must be used 

to avoid primacy of richer member 

states over the data assets of their 

peers. Countries must also steer clear 

of allowing unilateral access to data 

assets by either the United States or 

China, he said.

FIDESZ MEP SLAMS EU FOR 
‘MISHANDLINg’ ENERgY 
CRISIS

The European Union is managing the 

current energy crisis just as badly as it 

has handled the migration crisis since 

2015, an MEP of ruling Fidesz told MTI 

in Strasbourg on Wednesday. Kinga 

Gál, speaking on the sidelines of a 

European Parliamentary plenary, said 

that “Brussels’s reactions are delayed, 

they make mistake after mistake, 

while they should have acted at least 

six months ago to prevent a sudden 

jump in energy prices”. Gál said it 

was “obvious” that Europe’s gas 

storage facilities were not filled up 

and “the EU, rather than focusing on 

that problem, is defaming Hungary 

and Poland instead, using the rule of 

law as a tool for blackmail”. Noting 

the pressure of illegal migration 

along the bloc’s eastern and 

southern borders, Gál insisted that 

the European Commission was 

“sweeping that problem under the 

carpet” and rather than “cooperating 

in good faith, it is again punishing 

member states that have in fact done 

something towards resolving it”.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNgARY, 
BOSNIA-HERZEgOVINA 
SIgN AgREEMENT ON 
MUTUAL PROTECTION OF 
CLASSIFIED INFORMATION

Hungarian Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó and Bosnia and 

Herzegovina’s Minister of Security 

Selmo Cikotić signed an agreement 

on the exchange and mutual 

protection of classified information, 

in Vienna on Tuesday. The bilateral 

agreement was signed on the 

sidelines of a panel discussion the 

two ministers participated in during 

the international conference on 

migration, Szijjártó said on Facebook.

FIDESZ MEP SLAMS EP’S 
‘DOUBLE STANDARDS’ ON 
POLITICAL EXTREMISM

Enikő Győri, an MEP of Hungary’s 

ruling Fidesz, criticised what she 

called the use of double standards 

by the European Parliament when it 

comes to political extremism, in an EP 

debate on right-wing extremism and 

racism on Wednesday. In her address to 

the legislative body’s plenary session, 

Győri said it was “rather interesting” 

that the EP “is only sensitive to offences 

committed by the far right”. She added 

that she did not remember there being 

a parliamentary debate or any “outrage” 

in 2006 when under Hungary’s 

Socialist-liberal government police 

“violently cracked down” on peaceful 

protesters marking the anniversary of 

Hungary’s 1956 revolution. Győri said 

the “forces behind the police terror” 

today were “falsely posing as the 

most European party” and enjoyed 

the support of the EP. She said the 

German media had stayed silent on 

reports of sexual assaults on women 

in Cologne by gangs of migrants on 

New Year’s Eve in 2016. Meanwhile, in 

Madrid and Basque Country “far-left 

protesters threw rocks at politicians 

attending the right-wing Vox party’s 

rally”, while the cities of Milan and Turin 

saw riots by anarchists, but “none of this 

was put on the agenda in the EP”, she 

said. “Enough of the double standards 

and the idea that the left is always in 

the centre while the right only has 

extremes,” Győri said.
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NOVÁK: BAVARIAN CSU 
CONTINUES TO REgARD 
FIDESZ AS ‘NATURAL 
PARTNER’

The Christian Social Union (CSU) of 

Bavaria continues to regard Hungary’s 

ruling Fidesz as its “natural partner” and 

stands ready to continue cooperating 

with the party, Katalin Novák, Fidesz’s 

deputy leader, said in Munich on 

Wednesday. Novák, who is minister 

in charge of family affairs, held talks 

with top CSU politicians in the Bavarian 

capital. Members of Bavaria’s ruling 

party know that “Fidesz is the centre-

right force in Hungary with which it is 

worthwhile to cooperate as they also 

understand and are aware of the threat 

the allied opposition poses,” Novák 

told MTI. In CSU’s view, the Hungarian 

opposition uniting parties from the 

left, to the liberals and greens to the 

political right “would pose a serious 

threat to us all if it came into power”, 

she said.

DEPUTY PM INAUgURATES 
BULgARIAN COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 

Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén 

attended the inauguration of a 

revamped cultural centre for the 

ethnic Bulgarian community in 

Budapest’s 9th district on Tuesday 

night. In his address at the ceremony, 

also marking Bulgarian-Hungarian 

Friendship Day, Semjén highlighted 

the importance of national diversity, 

saying that “the wealth of man’s 

values lies in the many colours of 

nations”. The Hungarian government 

is committed to serving “the survival 

and development of each nation” 

including Hungary’s 13 indigenous 

ethnic minorities, which, under 

the constitution, are considered as 

constituents of the Hungarian state, 

Semjén said. He also added that 

ethnic minorities were links between 

Hungary and their mother nations.

BUDAPEST SEEKINg 
TRANSFER OF BIODOME 
PROJECT TO STATE 

The city of Budapest has offered 

property rights of the Biodome, now 

under construction in the City Park, to 

the Hungarian state in return for the 

government completing the contested 

project. Erzsébet Gy. Németh, one of 

the city’s deputy mayors, told a press 

conference on Wednesday that the 

government had not been responding 

since March to appeals for funding 

to finish the construction, despite 

the city’s offering to run the facility 

once it was complete. The city has 

no sufficient resources to complete 

the project “due to the government’s 

austerity measures”, Gy. Németh 

said, adding that the government 

had initiated and so far financed 

construction. The city maintains its 

offer to provide animals and plants 

and run the facility, she said. “Since 

2013, the state has invested 44 billion 

forints (EUR 121m) in the construction 

of the Biodome for the completion 

of which an additional 15-20 billion 

forints would be needed,” Gy. Németh 

said. If the state accepts to take over 

the property rights of the Biodome, 

it would take about ten months to 

prepare the contract on the transfer, 

she said.  

Roland Szabó, the operative 

director of Budapest Zoo, said that 

the construction of the Biodome had 

been completed in October 2020. He 

said since that time only operational 

tests have been carried out in the 

building and a plan of the facility’s full 

installation has been completed.

HUNgARY RECORDS 
THIRTY CORONAVIRUS 
DEATHS, 1,668 NEW 
INFECTIONS

Thirty patients died of a Covid-related 

illness in the past 24 hours, while 

1,668 new coronavirus infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Wednesday. So far 5,929,164 

people have received a first jab, while 

5,706,773 have been fully vaccinated. 

Fully 1,033,000 Hungarians have 

received a booster jab. The number 

of active infections stands at 15,711, 

while hospitals are treating 1,058 

Covid patients, 145 of whom need 

respiratory assistance. Since the first 

outbreak, 838,916 infections have been 

registered, while fatalities have risen 

to 30,448. Fully 792,757 people have 

made a recovery. There are 12,638 

people in official quarantine, while 

7,197,609 tests have been officially 

carried out.
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JUSTICE MIN: HUNgARY 
COMMITTED PARTICIPANT 
IN DIALOgUE ON 
EUROPE’S FUTURE

Hungary is committed to 

contributing to the ongoing series 

of conferences on the future of 

Europe, Justice Minister Judit Varga 

said on Facebook on Wednesday. 

So far a total of 2,893 events have 

been held as part of the conference, 

295 of which have been organised 

by Hungary, Varga said. “I am proud 

that the close to 300 events make 

Hungary the second most active 

EU member state, beating out 

‘model states’ like the Netherlands 

and France,” she said. Last month 

Hungary had the third most events 

to its name, but has now moved 

ahead of Italy and is inching ever 

closer to Germany, the country that 

has organised the most events, the 

minister said.

IMF CONFIRMS gDP 
gROWTH, INFLATION 
FORECAST FOR HUNgARY

The Hungarian economy is expected 

to grow at the third fastest rate in 

the European Union this year, the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

confirmed in its revised regional 

growth forecast. Accordingly, 

Hungary’s gross domestic product 

will increase by 7.6% this year, after a 

5% decline in 2020. The figure is in line 

with the IMF’s latest World Economic 

Outlook released on October 12, and 

exceeds the forecast published in the 

April WEO by 3.3 percentage points. 

With this rate, Hungary will only trail 

Ireland (13%) and Estonia (8.5%) within 

the European Union. According to 

the forecast, Hungary’s economy will 

grow by 5.1% in 2022 and by 3.8% in 

2023. The IMF has also confirmed its 

inflation forecast of 4.5% for this year, 

which would exceed last year’s rate by 

1.2 percentage points. It put average 

the annual inflation for 2022 at 3.6% 

and for 2023 at 3.3%.

NUMBER OF INSOLVENCIES 
SET TO CLIMB BY 20% IN 
2021

The number of corporate insolvencies 

in Hungary is expected to climb by 

20% this year, edging over 5,150, 

according to an analysis by credit 

insurer Euler Hermes. Tünde Bujdosó, 

in charge of risk management at 

Euler Hermes, said the number of 

insolvencies in the first half rose by 18% 

from the same period a year earlier. She 

noted that the number of insolvencies 

is still lower this year than in 2019, 

thanks to the faster-than-expected 

global economic recovery, economic 

stimulus in Hungary and a quicker 

return to normalcy in the country 

because of the high inoculation 

rate. However, some sectors remain 

exposed: the number of insolvencies 

in the tourism and catering industry 

reached 190 in the first half, up 36% 

from the same period in 2019; and 

the number of insolvencies in the 

construction sector climbed by 40% 

from the same period a year earlier. 

Euler Hermes expects higher feedstock 

prices, the chip shortage, supply chain 

interruptions and pressure to make 

technology investments will boost the 

number of insolvencies among local 

automotive industry suppliers.

HUNgARIAN NATIONAL 
ARRESTED IN DETROIT

A Hungarian man suspected of 

budgetary fraud was arrested in 

Detroit, Michigan, the national office 

of investigations said on Wednesday. 

Attila O, wanted by the Hungarian tax 

authority since 2016, was among the 

50 most wanted Hungarians, police.

hu said. US authorities acted on the 

information received from the Nógrád 

County police, and in line with an 

international arrest warrants issued 

against the man, the website said. The 

US will decide on his extradition later, 

police.hu said.


