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In his address in Horgoš (Horgos), in northern Serbia, Orbán said the ceremony was in fact marking the groundbreaking 

symbolising the cooperation between Hungary and Serbia. “We are stronger together,” Orbán said and called for closer 

bilateral ties. Concerning the railway line to be upgraded and reopened, Orbán said that “storms of history cut this line in 

two”, and it was eventually closed down. He suggested that it was a “typical central European story” with decisions “coming 

from a distant centre of an empire” leading to divisions and conflicts. “But now the time has come to take our fate into our 

own hands”, he said. Orbán also noted the upgrade of the Budapest-Belgrade railway line and said there were also plans 

to build a railway line between Baja and Subotica.

Serbian President Aleksandar Vučić said Hungarians and Serbians were “not twice, but many times stronger together than 

on their own”. “A strong Serbia means a strong Hungary, and a strong Hungary means a strong Serbia, and that is in all of 

our interests,” he said.

Hungarians and Serbs have started building their future together, and they will both 
be the beneficiaries of that future, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said at a ceremony 
marking the start of the upgrade of the Subotica-Szeged railway line.

ORBÁN: HUNGARY, SERBIA ‘STRONGER TOGETHER’

Plenary session of parliament

Cbank Monetary Council holds rate-
setting meeting

EU General Affairs Council meets

Coronavirus updates
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Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and Serbian President Aleksandar 
Vučić in Horgoš marking the start of the Szeged-Subotica rail line upgrade
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ORBÁN: SERBIA READY TO 
JOIN EU

Serbia has been “ready to join the EU 

for years” and Hungary is a committed 

supporter of those endeavours, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán said in Horgoš 

(Horgos), in northern Serbia, on Monday, 

at a ceremony marking the start of the 

refurbishment of the railway line linking 

Subotica (Szabadka) and Szeged. The 

prime minister said that “the Schengen 

border of the European Union should 

be further down south”, and Serbs 

should be allowed to cross the border 

with Hungary without a passport. 

“Serbia is the gateway to the Balkans 

and a key state for Europe’s security”, he 

said. Orbán said that once the upgrade 

of the Budapest-Belgrade railway line 

was complete and the planned Baja-

Subotica line was built, border crossing 

would be ensured with “the simplest 

control procedures”. “Politics should 

serve the interests of local residents”, 

Orbán said.

Serbian President Aleksandar Vučić 

thanked Orbán for his “courage and 

vision” to “lay a new groundwork” for 

Hungarian-Serbian relations, and said 

their bilateral relations were now “better 

than at any other point in recent years”.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EU SHOULD 
HELP LIBYA WITH BORDER 
CONTROL

The European Union should provide 

assistance to Libya so that the country 

could protect its borders against illegal 

migration, the foreign minister said 

in a video posted on Facebook on 

Monday. Péter Szijjártó met his Libyan 

counterpart in Luxembourg, and said 

after the talks that Libya had become a 

transit country for “tens and hundreds 

of thousands of illegal migrants 

heading for Europe”. Concerning 

Libya’s upcoming general elections, 

Szijjártó said the elections offered a 

“chance for stability and peace”. The 

minister criticised “various NGOs and 

so-called human rights groups” that 

he said were “trying to prevent the 

Libyan government from fighting 

illegal migration”. Szijjártó noted that 

the Visegrad Group had offered 35 

million euros in 2017 in donation to 

reinforce Libya’s coastal guard but 

suggested that the funds were delayed 

“because of Brussels”. “The European 

Union should put together a serious 

financial package to promote controls 

along the southern borders of Libya,” 

Szijjártó said.

ORBÁN: STATE COULD BUY 
BACK BUDAPEST AIRPORT 
‘AT ANY MOMENT’

The Hungarian government intends 

to buy back Liszt Ferenc International 

Airport “and this could happen at any 

moment”, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

told public media in Šupljak (Ludas), 

in northern Serbia, on Monday. “It is 

only right if our sole major international 

airport is in Hungarian ownership, so 

buying it back is the correct thing to 

do and the economy is strong enough 

for us to do that,” Orbán said during 

his visit, adding that the purchase 

“could be concluded at any moment”. 

If reacquired by the state, the airport 

could undergo developments that 

would increase its value, and this way 

the value of the whole of Budapest, 

“by two or three classes”, Orbán said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: UKRAINE’S 
‘CAMPAIGN OF 
PROVOCATIVE LIES’ 
ABOUT HUNGARY ENERGY 
ACQUISITIONS FAILS

Ukraine’s “communications campaign 

of provocative lies” about Hungary’s 

energy acquisitions has ended in a 

“disgraceful failure” since the European 

Union made it clear that Hungary’s 

long-term gas purchase deal with 

Russia is fully in line with the law, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

on Monday. Szijjártó said on Facebook 

during the break of a meeting of the 

EU’s Foreign Affairs Council that High 

Representative of the Union for Foreign 

Affairs and Security Policy Josep Borrell 

had clearly stated that Hungary had 

the right to sign such a contract and 

there is no room for complaint. Borrell 

has also communicated his position 

to Kiev, stressing that Hungary acted 

lawfully when it signed the contract, 

he added.

Ukraine has pursued “an intense and 

hostile communications campaign 

and political campaign involving 

provocative lies against Hungary”, he 

said. Despite being a non-EU country, 

Ukraine has submitted a complaint 

against an EU country to the European 
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Commission, he added. “Ukraine 

wanted to thwart secure energy 

supplies to Hungary,” he said. “It has 

severely interfered in our domestic 

affairs and took international steps 

that violated our sovereignty.”

Hungary’s energy supplies are a 

matter of sovereignty and Hungary 

has the right to sign contracts that 

guarantee energy supplies with any 

country it wants to, Szijjártó said. 

Hungary most resolutely rejects 

Ukraine’s hostile communications and 

political campaign which questions 

Hungary’s sovereignty and presents 

Hungary in a bad light, he added. He 

noted that both last year and this year, 

most of the gas purchased in Europe 

arrived in Ukraine through Hungary. 

Taking this into consideration, it 

would be “unacceptable” of Kiev to 

introduce any restrictions on the rights 

of ethnic Hungarians in Transcarpathia, 

he added. The significance of the 

Hungary-Russia gas deal is made clear 

under the current high energy prices, 

Szijjártó said. The contract enables 

Hungary to purchase gas at a good 

price and to secure long-term supplies, 

he added.

MÁRKI-ZAY WINS 
OPPOSITION PRIMARY

Péter Márki-Zay of the Everyone’s 

Hungary Movement (Mindenki 

Magyarországa Mozgalom, MMM) won 

the opposition’s primary election with 

371,560 votes (56.71%), the primary’s 

Facebook page said late on Sunday. 

His opponent, Klára Dobrev of the 

Democratic Coalition (DK), garnered 

283,677 votes, or 43.29%, the page 

said. The first round of the opposition 

primary to elect a joint candidate of 

DK, Jobbik, LMP, Momentum, the 

Socialists and Párbeszéd was held 

between September 18 and 28, and 

ended with Dobrev in first place 

with 34.76% of the vote. Budapest 

Mayor Gergely Karácsony came in 

second with 27.31% and Márki-Zay in 

third place (20.01%). Karácsony then 

withdrew from the race and backed 

Márki-Zay, who went on to win the 

second round held between October 

10 and 16.

At a press conference held shortly 

before the official results were 

announced on Sunday night, Márki-

Zay pledged to build a “new, purer 

Hungary”. 

“Fidesz or no Fidesz” remains the 

crucial question after the primaries, 

said Márki-Zay, who is currently serving 

as the mayor of Hódmezővásárhely, 

in southeast Hungary. A steadfast 

unity in the opposition parties is 

key to taking over power, he said. 

Meanwhile, ruling Fidesz’s measures 

to “cement party minions” at the 

head of key institutions shows they 

are “expecting to fail”, he said. “The 

way [from here] is not to the left or 

right, but onwards and upwards,” 

he said. Márki-Zay said Dobrev had 

called him to congratulate him on his 

win. He thanked all those helping his 

campaign as well as DK voters, and said 

he wanted to “fight together to topple 

the Orbán regime”. Besides rising to 

power, the opposition will “build a 

new culture” where hate campaigns 

and blackmailing politicians will be 

unacceptable, he said. “The elections 

will not be free because one of the 

teams will have to play with their legs 

bound,” but the opposition will win 

even so, he insisted. The opposition 

will aim to deploy 22,000 activists 

to election committees, and offer a 

“whistleblower reward” to pre-empt 

election fraud, he said.

FIDESZ MODIFIES 
PETITION CAMPAIGN TO 
FOCUS ON OPPOSITION’S 
MÁRKI-ZAY

Hungary’s ruling Fidesz is making 

changes to its anti-Gyurcsány signature 

drive launched in September to put 

more focus on Peter Márki-Zay, Máté 

Kocsis, the party’s group leader 

has said. Márki-Zay, the mayor of 

Hódmezővásárhely, won on Sunday 

a primary runoff to become the 

prime ministerial candidate of the six 

opposition parties cooperating in the 

2022 general election. 

Going forward, Fidesz’s petition 

will be called “Stop Gyurcsány! Stop 

Márki-Zay!”, Kocsis said in a Facebook 

post on Monday. “It has been decided 

that Péter Márki-Zay will be the one 

on the back of whom [Democratic 

Coalition leader] Ferenc Gyurcsány 

will try to get back into power,” 

he said. The opposition’s recent 

statements make it clear that they 

want to govern together, “which is no 

surprise, given that the PM candidate 

can’t do anything without the support 
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of the largest parliamentary group, 

which is ruled by [former Socialist 

Prime Minister Ferenc] Gyurcsány”, he 

said. “After [Budapest Mayor] Gergely 

Karácsony’s campaign failed, he was 

replaced by Márki-Zay, but their left-

wing policies remained,” Kocsis said. 

He said Gyurcsány and the Democratic 

Coalition had increased their influence 

on the left, adding that “everyone 

remembers that when they are in 

power taxes and utility prices are 

raised, family benefits are scrapped, 

pensions are cut, unemployment 

rises and wages decrease.” Kocsis said 

Márki-Zay “has neither the opportunity 

nor the intention to cleanse politics 

of Gyurcsányism”. Fidesz is therefore 

continuing its signature drive, “and we 

must stop them”, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EU MUST 
RECOGNISE EGYPT’S 
EFFORTS AGAINST 
MIGRATION

Hungary and its other three partner 

countries in the Visegrad Group highly 

value efforts made by Egypt over the 

past five years to prevent a flow of 

migrants coming from the country 

itself or across its territory to Europe, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in 

Luxembourg. Brussels must recognise 

Egypt’s efforts in connection with 

migration, Szijjártó told Hungarian 

reporters on the sidelines of a meeting 

of the European Union’s Foreign Affairs 

Council. He underlined Hungary’s 

position that a negative discrimination 

by the EU of countries that defend the 

continent would be a policy Hungary 

rejects. “It is unacceptable and goes 

against Europe’s security that the 

European Union should lecture rather 

than support countries that have never 

threatened Europe with migration 

pressure and have never even put 

any such pressure on the continent,” 

Szijjártó said.

He said Hungary had asked the 

Council to arrange as soon as possible 

for the transfer of the 120 million 

euros approved in support to Egypt 

without setting “any artificial political 

criteria” for it, and ensure that Cairo can 

purchase the technology it needs to 

install for the protection of its borders. 

Hungary also urged the EU to convene 

as soon as possible a meeting of its 

Association Council with Egypt as a 

forum of maintaining their dialogue, 

the minister said.

ÁDER DISCUSSES WASTE 
WATER MANAGEMENT IN 
PODCAST

President János Áder on Monday 

discussed novel methods of waste 

water management in his regular 

weekly Blue Planet (Kék bolygó) 

podcast with Attila Bodnár, co-chair 

of Organica, a company installing 

waste water purifying systems in 

18 countries worldwide. Besides 

traditionally used micro-organisms, 

Organica also uses plants and other 

higher-level organisms to achieve 

a more effective facility taking up 

less space, using less energy and 

emitting less carbon dioxide, Bodnár 

said. Organica has 120 facilities in 18 

countries on 4 continents, he said. 

The company is in close cooperation 

with one of the largest French water 

suppliers, among others, he added. 

Áder noted that while most of waste 

water is purified before allowed to flow 

back into natural waters in Hungary, 

some 80-90% of waste water in Africa, 

Asia and South America is not. With 

increasing water use, pollution also 

grows, endangering the water supply 

of the people, industry and agriculture 

of those regions, he said.

KÖVÉR HIGHLIGHTS 
IMPORTANCE OF EU 
ENLARGEMENT IN 
SARAJEVO 

Enlargement of the European Union 

is of paramount importance, House 

Speaker László Kövér said in Sarajevo 

on Monday, and noted Hungary’s 

commitment to an early integration of 

the Western Balkans. Kövér spoke at a 

session held as part of a partnership 

programme with the parliament of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, and said 

that the country had “its place and 

future in Europe and that perspective 

has no meaningful alternative”. The 

EU needs Bosnia and Herzegovina 

and all other south-eastern European 

countries awaiting integration, he said, 

adding that the EU could provide the 

best opportunities for those nations. 

“We, Hungarians, wish to continue 

in our firm stance to accelerate the 

integration process, with special 

regard to promoting the integration of 
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Bosnia and Herzegovina; we will work 

to convince our European partners that 

the EU should send a clear message 

that each state in south-eastern Europe 

would soon have a room in the EU,” 

Kövér said.

GOVT OFFICIAL: JOB 
PROTECTION AT CENTRE 
OF V4 PANDEMIC 
RESPONSE

The coronavirus pandemic response 

measures implemented by the 

Visegrad Group (V4) countries are 

centred on preserving and creating 

jobs, an official of the innovation 

and technology ministry said after 

a meeting of V4 labour policy 

officials in Budapest. Sándor Bodó, 

the state secretary for employment 

policy, told a press conference that 

jobholders with lower degrees and 

young workers were the ones hit 

hardest by the economic effects of 

the pandemic in all four Visegrad 

countries. The Hungarian, Czech, 

Polish and Slovak officials also found 

that remote work was still common 

in all four countries, he said. The 

officials also discussed the need to 

give workers under 25 the option 

of participating in internal training 

programmes at their jobs in order to 

guarantee that they can remain there 

for the longer term, Bodó said. The 

Hungarian government has allocated 

70 billion forints (EUR 194m) towards 

supporting training programmes for 

jobholders, he said, adding that the 

personal income tax exemption for 

Hungarians under 25 to be introduced 

next year would help boost youth 

employment.

HUNGARY RECORDS FIFTY-
ONE COVID DEATHS, 3,274 
NEW INFECTIONS OVER 
WEEKEND

Fifty-one patients died of a Covid-

related illness over the weekend, while 

3,274 new coronavirus infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Monday. So far 5,924,063 people have 

received a first jab, while 5,700,021 have 

been fully vaccinated. Fully 997,000 

Hungarians have received a booster 

jab. The number of active infections 

stands at 13,989, while hospitals are 

treating 908 Covid patients, 126 of 

whom need respiratory assistance.

Since the first outbreak, 836,389 

infections have been registered, 

while fatalities have risen to 30,402. 

Fully 791,998 people have made a 

recovery.

There are 9,262 people in official 

quarantine, while 7,172,353 tests have 

been officially carried out.

INNOVATION MINISTRY: 
HUNGARY JOINS OPEN 
SCIENCE INITIATIVE

Hungary has joined the open science 

international initiative which is aimed 

at making the achievements of 

research, development and innovation 

available to all, an official of the 

ministry of innovation and technology 

said on Monday. Deputy state 

secretary Tibor Gulyás told an event 

of the National Research, Development 

and Innovation Office that open 

science was a novel approach in 

science communication, based on 

the principle of transparency and 

cooperation. It is an innovative method 

for promoting new results in scientific 

research with the help of state of the 

art technology and digitalisation, he 

added. By joining the scheme Hungary 

will make scientific research results, 

documents and information freely 

available for use, he said.


