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Europe is suffering from a “public utility crisis” for which Brussels clearly bears responsibility, István Hollik said in a video. He 

said that under the guise of climate protection, Brussels had been making efforts to decrease traditional energy production 

while liberalising gas and electricity markets without a transition period. “This has made European people and companies 

completely defenceless against energy suppliers,” he said. “And now they are saying that nothing can be done against 

high prices.”

Electricity price hikes are currently disguised as climate protection in Brussels and the European Union’s emissions trading 

system is planned to be expanded to public road transport, including cars, and buildings, including family homes, he 

added. “They talk about climate protection when they are introducing a new tax which will cost Hungarians a monthly 

32,000 forints (EUR 90),” Hollik said. “The costs of climate protection should be borne by multinational corporations doing 

the damage rather than the European and Hungarian people,” he added.

Hungary and the Visegrad Group countries will veto a new tax Brussels plans to 
introduce “under the guise of fighting climate change”, the communications director 
of ruling Fidesz said over the weekend.

FIDeSZ: HUNGArY tO VetO eU cLIMAte tAX PLANS

Plenary session of parliament

eU foreign ministers meet

coronavirus updates

european Parliament holds plenary 
session
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Lacy Phacelia blooming in Zala County, western Hungary
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OrbÁN receIVeS cOVID 
bOOSter JAb

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

received his Covid-19 booster shot, 

his press chief said on Sunday. Orbán 

was given the Moderna vaccine as his 

third dose, Bertalan Havasi told MTI. 

The prime minister also uploaded a 

video to his Facebook page in which 

he is seen getting the jab. In the video 

Orbán is heard asking the doctor 

administering the shot whether the 

vaccine was likely to cause any side 

effects later in the day, as he had 

tickets to the theatre. He is told that 

many experience fatigue and muscle 

pain after getting the shot, but that it 

was safe for him to go to the theatre.

GOVt OFFIcIAL: OUtcOMe 
OF OPPOSItION PrIMArY 
IrreLeVANt

The outcome of the opposition’s 

prime ministerial primary is irrelevant 

because the balance of power 

among Hungary’s political parties is 

determined by how many seats they 

each hold in parliament, a government 

official told the Saturday edition of the 

daily Magyar Nemzet. The outcome of 

the first round of the primary shows 

that the Democratic Coalition (DK) will 

be the biggest party among those in 

the opposition today, Csaba Dömötör, 

a Prime Minister’s Office parliamentary 

state secretary, told the paper. “This 

means that it doesn’t matter whom 

they put on display because DK will 

still be the one calling the shots,” he 

said. “It’s still the old guard vying for 

power.”

Commenting on Péter Márki-Zay, 

leader of the Everyone’s Hungary 

Movement (MMM), Dömötör said 

the only way he could be the left’s 

prime ministerial candidate without 

a party and fellow MPs was if he 

made a pact with the left, “and it very 

much appears that he has”. He said 

that though Márki-Zay identified as a 

conservative, “he talks and acts like a 

left-wing politician, and has nothing 

to do with the right.”

Meanwhile, he said the government 

would “keep doing its job” and 

continue working to strengthen the 

country and restart the economy. Of 

the government’s planned economic 

policy measures, he said it looked 

certain that families would receive a 

personal income tax refund. The move 

to harmonise CSOK subsidies with a 

green home loan credit scheme has 

further expanded the government’s 

home creation scheme, he said. 

Chances were also good, Dömötör 

added, that the monthly minimum 

wage could be raised to 200,000 forints 

(EUR 556) and noted that the personal 

income of Hungarians under 25 will be 

exempt from tax.

PrO-GOVt GrOUP cÖF: 
Oct 23 PeAce MArcH 
‘WILL be MeSSAGe tO ALL 
OF eUrOPe’

The Peace March being organised 

by the pro-government Civic Union 

Forum (CÖF) and associated CÖKA 

foundation on the Oct 23 national 

holiday will show all of Europe that 

Hungary’s government enjoys mass 

support, a member of CÖF’s board 

of trustees said over the weekend. 

Tamás Fricz told public broadcaster 

Kossuth Radio that there had not 

been a greater need for a Peace 

March since the first one than now. 

“The Brussels bureaucrats, the Soros 

network, the globalist-liberal forces 

and financial circles are gearing up 

for a final showdown so that after 

ousting the Orbán government they 

could institute a way of life which 

Hungarians reject,” he said. “We 

must therefore defend traditional 

values, our way of life, our national 

independence, Christianity and our 

family policy and show them that 

Hungarians will resist the pressure 

from the global elites.”

Tomasz Sakiewicz, editor-in-chief 

of Polish weekly Gazeta Polska, said 

that thousands of the Hungarian 

government’s Polish supporters 

could attend next week’s march, 

given that they could not take part 

in this year’s commemorations of 

the March 15 national holiday due to 

coronavirus restrictions. He said the 

message of historical anniversaries 

was that Hungarians and Poles 

were constantly fighting for their 

freedoms. They are forced to do 

so today as well, he said, arguing 

that freedom was under threat in 

Europe because the continent’s most 

powerful countries were looking to 

“crush democracy”.
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HUNGArY’S KAJÁrI tAKeS 
cOMMAND OF NAtO’S 
KOSOVO PeAceKeePING 
MISSION

Ferenc Kajári, a major general of 

the Hungarian armed forces, took 

over the command of NATO’s KFOR 

peacekeeping mission in Kosovo 

on Friday. Kajári, the first Hungarian 

to serve as a KFOR commander 

overseeing troops from 20 NATO 

and 8 partner countries, will fulfil 

his duties from November 1 over a 

period of 12 months. Addressing a 

formal ceremony in Pristina, Kajári 

called it a great honour to serve in the 

post and expressed his commitment 

towards continuing the work of Franco 

Federici, his predecessor. He said KFOR 

was the largest force in the region 

that was prepared to and capable of 

intervening in the interest of resolving 

security concerns, adding that his 

task as KFOR chief will be working 

towards resolving any conflicts in the 

region peacefully. Kajári served on 

international missions before, first in 

IFOR in Bosnia-Herzegovina in 1996 

and later as a European Union adviser 

to the African Union’s mission to 

Sudan. He worked later in northern 

Afghanistan as chief of reconnaissance.

Speaking during a visit to the 

KFOR mission, Hungarian Defence 

Minister Tibor Benkő said Hungary 

was “not only talking about but also 

acting for peace and security in the 

Western Balkans”. The minister said 

he was proud that for the first time, 

a Hungarian general had become 

commander of KFOR. Recent incidents 

in Kosovo and along the Kosovo-Serbia 

border suggest that the Hungarian 

general and his soldiers will face a 

tough job upon maintaining security 

in the “vulnerable and fragile” Western 

Balkans, Benkő said.

The minister said that he had held 

talks with his Italian counterpart on 

bilateral military cooperation, current 

challenges, including the situation in 

Kosovo, and future tasks, with special 

reference to what NATO specified as 

the southern threat, connected with 

the stability of the Western Balkans. 

Benkő presented a shipment of 500 

doses of vaccines donated to Afghans 

evacuated from their homeland and 

temporarily accommodated in Kosovo.

Romulusz Ruszin-Szendi, 

commander in chief of the Hungarian 

military, called Kajári’s appointment a 

great honour. He noted that Hungary 

had taken part in the KFOR mission 

since the very beginning. From now 

on, a stand-by battalion of hundreds 

of soldiers stationed in Hungary can 

be deployed in Kosovo within a few 

days, Ruszin-Szendi said.

rOMANIAN PreSIDeNt 
tHANKS HUNGArY FOr 
HeLP WItH eFFOrtS 
AGAINSt cOVID

Romanian President Klaus Iohannis 

has thanked Hungary’s Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán for the Hungarian 

government’s assistance with efforts 

against the coronavirus pandemic. 

A statement from the Romanian 

president’s office quoted Iohannis as 

calling the Hungarian government’s 

aid a “true European gesture of 

solidarity”, with special regard to the 

Hungarian authorities transporting and 

hospitalising Romanian Covid patients 

in Szeged (S) and Debrecen (E). With 

regard to the serious situation in 

Romania, Hungary’s government sent 

medicines and ventilators and agreed 

to take 50 Romanian patients in critical 

condition into Hungarian hospitals. So 

far, 20 patients have been transported 

to Hungary from Timișoara (Temesvár) 

and Oradea (Nagyvárad). One of the 

patients, however, died in transit. On 

Friday alone, nearly 16,000 new cases 

were reported in Romania, while 363 

coronavirus patients died.

DK cALLS FOr StOPPING 
UKrAINIANS FrOM 
AbUSING HUNGArIAN 
PeNSION SYSteM

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) is calling for efforts to stop 

Ukrainians from abusing Hungary’s 

pension system, a party lawmaker 

said over the weekend, describing 

the scheme as a “Ukrainian pension 

business”. Gergely Arató said that 

since 2010, Ukrainian citizens had 

been setting up fictitious addresses 

in Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg County 

in north-east Hungary. They have 

been abusing a former Hungarian-

Soviet agreement under which they 

could gain eligibility for Hungarian 

pension, which is significantly more 
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than Ukrainian pension, with the help 

of fake documents and citing working 

years in the former Soviet Union and 

Ukraine, he added. In addition to 

picking up pensions ranging 200,000-

300,000 forints (EUR 556-834) monthly, 

they have been using health-care 

services in Hungary despite the 

fact that they had never worked in 

Hungary, he said. The government 

in power in 2009 started preparing 

the cancellation of the agreement 

but it was never completed by the 

governments of Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán, he added.

Arató said it was “shocking” that a 

government would be “handing out 

money to Ukrainian pensioners out 

of political interest” while Hungarian 

pensioners were only “bribed with 

campaign-like bonuses before the 

elections”. After the 2022 election, a 

democratic government under DK 

prime ministerial candidate Klára 

Dobrev would end the abuse of the 

pension system, he said.

eUcet: eU MUSt be 
bUILt ON cOMMUNItY 
OF SOVereIGN NAtION 
StAteS

The European Union should be a 

community built on the cooperation 

of sovereign nation states, member 

organisations of the European Union 

Civil Cooperation Council (EuCET) 

said in a closing statement following 

a two-day conference. The closing 

statement called for the creation 

of an EU that takes member states’ 

historical traditions, economic 

strength and national interests into 

consideration while striving for the 

broadest possible cooperation. In the 

statement, the EuCET rejected what 

they called the current EU leadership’s 

efforts to centralise the bloc as well 

as “ideologies that question Europe’s 

historical heritage and Judeo-

Christian roots”. The EuCET wants a 

strong Europe in which the decisions 

of the European Council cannot be 

overruled by lower-level resolutions, 

the statement said, and called for 

strengthening the institution of the 

European citizens’ initiative. The 

council also expressed its support 

for local economies, the protection 

of the EU’s borders, stopping illegal 

immigration and for environmental 

protection. As regards foreign policy, 

the EuCET voiced its respect for the 

customs, traditions and political 

systems of other countries, saying it did 

not want to interfere in them through 

“the export of democracy”.

László Csizmadia, the founder of 

the pro-government Civic Union 

Forum (CÖF) and associated CÖKA 

foundation which established the 

EuCET civil umbrella organisation, 

told a press conference that the EU 

should be organised from the bottom 

up rather than from the top down. 

Imre Palkovics, who heads unions 

association MOSZ, said the EuCET will 

establish a committee comprising 

representatives of its member 

organisations which will submit the 

group’s proposals on the future of the 

EU to the bloc’s leadership.

Luca Malcotti, deputy secretary 

general of Italy’s General Labour Union 

(UGL), called for the establishment of 

a social Europe in which dialogue 

between employers and workers and 

the sovereignty of member states are 

guaranteed. Henri Malosse, former 

president of the European Economic 

and Social Committee (EESC) and head 

of Vocal Europe and the Jean Monnet 

Association, said EU institutions today 

were dividing Europeans and turning 

member states against each other. He 

also said that European freedom today 

was in central Europe, and western 

Europeans were “no longer free”.

cZecH POLIce PAtrOLLING 
HUNGArY’S bOrDerS 

Fifty Czech police officers arrived in 

Budapest on Friday to help protect the 

European Union’s Schengen borders 

in southern Hungary. Zoltán János 

Kuczik, the deputy of the national 

police chief, noted the increasing 

migration pressure as a “serious 

security threat for Europe” in his 

address at the reception ceremony. 

Protecting the southern borders 

serves security in the whole of Europe, 

he said, adding that international 

cooperation was crucial for efforts 

against illegal migration. Kuczik 

noted that the number of attempts at 

illegal entry had been 17,000 in 2019, 

46,000 last year, and 90,000 in the first 

nine months of 2021. He also added 

that 915 legal proceedings had been 

launched against human smugglers 

this year, nearly three times as many 
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as in the same period of 2020. He said 

that Austrian and Serbian police were 

also working together with Hungary’s 

border police, while Hungarian 

police officers were serving in North 

Macedonia, Serbia and Slovenia, as well 

as 157 officers in Frontex operations.

MeDIA AUtHOrItY cHIeF 
reSIGNS 

Monika Karas, the head of Hungary’s 

national media authority NMHH, 

has resigned from her post, public 

television M1 reported on Friday. Karas 

will become a deputy chief of the State 

Audit Office. NMHH will be headed by 

András Koltay, rector of the National 

Public Service University. NMHH has 

confirmed the report.

tOUrISM AGeNcY: SePt 
GUeSt NIGHtS tOP 2019 
FIGUreS

The number of guest nights 

spent in Hungarian commercial 

accommodations in September 

increased by an annual 65% to 3 million 

and was up 4% compared with 2019, 

the head of the Hungarian Tourism 

Agency said over the weekend. 

Commercial lodgings registered 1.2 

million guests last month, 360,000 

of whom were foreign and 800,000 

Hungarian visitors, Zoltán Guller said 

on the agency’s official podcast. 

Altogether 62% of the guest nights 

were spent by domestic tourists, three-

quarters of which were registered 

outside the capital, Guller said. 

Revenue of commercial 

accommodations came close to 

42 billion forints (EUR 116.8m) in 

September, jumping 86% from 

the same month a year earlier, he 

said. Commercial lodgings in the 

countryside saw their revenue rising 

an annual 55% to over 30 billion 

forints during the period, he added. 

Most foreign travellers came from the 

Visegrad Group countries, Austria, 

Germany and Romania, Guller said, 

adding that they spent 21 billion 

forints in September, more than three 

times as much as in September 2020. 

Revenue of the hospitality sector in 

September came to 100 billion forints, 

up 30% from last year, he said. The 

busiest day was Sept. 11, the day 

before Pope Francis’s visit to Hungary, 

with revenue reaching 5 billion forints, 

he added.

OVer HUF 18 M WOrtH OF 
cIGAretteS SeIZeD FrOM 
UKrAINIAN SMUGGLer

More than 18 million forints (EUR 

50,000) worth of cigarettes without 

Hungarian tax and excise stickers have 

been seized from a Ukrainian man near 

Tiszaadony in northeast Hungary, the 

Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg County police 

said on police.hu on Sunday. The man 

aged 46 was travelling by car when 

he was stopped by police for a road 

check, the website said. The man and 

the smuggled cigarettes have been 

handed over to the national tax and 

excise office.


