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In his message, Orbán noted that global trade had been suffering for almost two years under the impact of the coronavirus 

pandemic. Last year also ushered in “extraordinary changes” in the world economy, Orbán said. “The distribution of economic 

power is transforming in front of our eyes,” and Asian economies and companies are playing an increasingly important role 

in shaping the world economy, he said. Meanwhile, a debate is ongoing in the European Union on how to shape the post-

Covid world, Orbán said. “Here in the West there is a huge temptation to reintroduce a world economic order based on the 

rivalry of great world powers,” he said. However, many in the EU want to live in a world “based on trade, security, mutual 

respect and the unconditional recognition of each other’s sovereignty” rather than one “defined by the tension between 

great world powers,” the prime minister said. That is why Hungary sees it as crucial to be involved in Chinese economic 

development, and that China is present as a trading partner and investor in Hungary and central Europe, Orbán said.

Cooperation between Hungary and China is becoming more and more important, 
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in a video message, addressing the opening 
ceremony of the China International Import Expo (CIIE) on Thursday.

OrbÁN: cOOPerAtION WItH cHINA crUcIAL
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OrbÁN: HUNGArY 
cOMMItteD tO bOOStING 
tIeS WItH cHINA

Hungary is committed to strengthening 

bilateral ties and sees China as a key 

strategic partner, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said in a video message, 

addressing the opening ceremony of the 

China International Import Expo (CIIE). 

“We are thankful to China and personally 

to President Xi for involving Hungary 

into China’s vaccination cooperation 

program at a very early stage. Without 

the vaccines bought from China we 

would not have been able to carry out 

the quickest vaccination campaign of 

the European Union,” he said.

Trade and economic ties between 

Hungary and China developed swiftly 

even in 2020, Orbán said. Last year, 

China was Hungary’s most important 

trading partner outside Europe, with 

the largest volume of investments 

arriving in Hungary from there, he 

said. “Hungary looks forward to further 

developments and milestones in our 

relations with China. I do believe that 

forums like the Canton Fair will fulfil 

their role in being a bond of friendship 

and a bridge of trade between us and 

we can welcome new partners who 

discover the new perspectives of 

our cooperation and contribute to 

the development of our economies,” 

Orbán said. 

The Canton import-export fair is the 

oldest and largest such event in China, 

organised by the Chinese foreign trade 

centre twice a year.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: HUNGArY tO 
receIVe tecH tO PrODUce 
SPUtNIK VAccINe

Hungary’s national vaccine plant 

will this year receive the technology 

from Russia to produce the Sputnik 

coronavirus vaccine, Hungarian 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

on Thursday in Moscow, after talks 

with Russian Health Minister Mikhail 

Murashko. Szijjártó said Hungary had 

“profited greatly” from high-level 

health-care cooperation with Russia. 

Earlier in the pandemic, Hungary 

procured enough Sputnik V vaccine 

to “protect the life and health of one 

million people”, contributing to the 

“fastest vaccination campaign in 

Europe”, he said. “We now agreed to 

take vaccine cooperation to a new 

level,” he said. Murashko and Szijjártó 

agreed that the technology transfer 

necessary to produce Sputnik vaccine 

will be done this year, to be used in 

Hungary’s vaccine factory which is 

currently under construction, the 

statement said. Hungary also has an 

economic interest in manufacturing 

a vaccine high in demand worldwide, 

Szijjártó said. 

Murashko said the World Health 

Organisation’s accreditation process 

of the vaccine is expected to pick up 

speed. The WHO will sign an agreement 

with the Russian government to start 

the process next Wednesday, he said. 

Szijjártó said Hungary had “positive 

experiences” with Sputnik V, and is 

ready to make the data available for the 

WHO. Szijjártó and Murashko agreed to 

convene the Hungarian-Russian mixed 

committee at the end of November to 

work out details of vaccine production, 

Szijjártó said.

GULYÁS: PrOPOSAL ON 
PUbLIc PrOSecUtOr’S 
StAtUS IN LINe WItH 
PreVIOUS LeGISLAtION

The prime minister’s chief of staff on 

Thursday said that the government 

had submitted a proposal to “clarify” 

regulations regarding the public 

prosecutor’s election and removal 

from office. Gergely Gulyás slammed 

“fake news spreading in the left-wing 

press”, saying that under Hungarian 

law, the public prosecutor was 

elected with a two-thirds majority. 

The government’s recently submitted 

amendment proposal is a “clarification”, 

saying that the prosecutor’s removal 

should also require two-thirds majority, 

Gulyás said. Those regulations pertain 

to all those in public office, he said. 

“The Constitution clearly states that 

public dignitaries can be stripped of 

their office with the same majority that 

had vested it in them,” he said.

The opposition Democratic 

Coalition said that Péter Polt, 

the chief prosecutor, would be 

immediately replaced after a change of 

government. DK lawmaker and group 

spokesman Zoltán Varga said in a 

statement that a new government led 

by DK prime ministerial candidate Klára 

Dobrev would by all means fire “the 

former member of [ruling] Fidesz from 
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the head of the prosecutor’s office”. 

He said the amendment proposal 

submitted by the government of Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán revealed that 

Fidesz was afraid of the strengthening 

of the opposition. “If they had nothing 

to fear ... there would be no reason 

for them to cement Péter Polt in his 

position,” he added.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: 
cOMPetItIVeNeSS 
crUcIAL FActOr WHeN 
PUrSUING GreeN GOALS

Environmental protection and 

economic competitiveness must go 

hand in hand when pursuing green 

goals, Hungary’s foreign minister said in 

Moscow on Thursday. Hungary believes 

that green goals must be pursued on 

the basis of common sense so that 

environmental protection coincides 

with economic growth, Péter Szijjártó 

told a panel discussion at the Russian 

Energy Week International Forum. 

The minister criticised what he called 

a competition around the pursuit of 

green goals, saying that certain players, 

including green political parties, were 

hurting the cause of climate protection 

by “trying to one up each other” in their 

communication.

As regards Europe’s energy crisis, 

Szijjártó said many in the EU were 

conflating the issue of energy with 

ideology. He said it was a mistake to 

shut down nuclear power plants, to 

reject cooperation with Russia, “to be 

against natural gas” and for the bloc 

to limit itself to “short-term thinking”.

Meanwhile, Szijjártó told another 

panel discussion at the same forum 

that Hungary had fulfilled all tasks to 

prevent suffering serious consequences 

from Europe’s energy crisis. Szijjártó 

said the crisis had been caused by 

three factors: political issues being 

confused with energy issues, a hostile 

approach to natural gas and a further 

cooling of Europe-Russia relations. 

“If the European Union improved on 

correcting these mistakes, we would 

get closer to a solution,” he added. He 

noted Hungary’s new long-term gas 

purchase contract with Russia and 

said gas storage facilities in Hungary 

were 82% full, far above the European 

average. Other European countries 

could have also made the strategic 

decisions to fill storage capacities 

but they failed to do so, which has 

contributed to the development of the 

current difficult energy market situation 

in Europe, he said. Szijjártó met Russian 

energy minister Alexander Novak 

and Serbia’s deputy prime minister 

in charge of energy affairs Zorana 

Mihajlovic in Moscow on Thursday, 

as well as Azeri energy minister Parviz 

Shahbazov and United Arab Emirates 

energy minister Suhail Mohamed Al 

Mazrouei. Szijjártó also held talks with 

Russia’s Minister of Sport Oleg Matytsin.

ÁDer cALLS FOr 
DIFFereNt AttItUDe tO 
AVOID eXtINctION

Man’s “irresponsible attitudes” have 

now led to a sixth wave of extinction 

of life on Earth, President János Áder 

warned on Thursday, and called for 

changing the general economic 

approach. The president spoke at the 

annual conference of the Association 

of Investors for the Public Benefit, and 

said that in the next 30 years the Earth’s 

population would grow as much as it 

had grown from the appearance of 

man to the beginning of the 20th 

century. He also warned that water 

consumption could increase twice, 

and that of energy three times faster. 

In the past 60 years the concentration 

of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 

reached unprecedented levels, and 

“we cut down a forest the size of 

Italy each year”, Áder said. American 

authorities have recently reported the 

extinction of a further 23 species, while 

“short-sighted social and economic 

policies now endanger human 

civilisation”, he added. The goal is to 

increase welfare and social stability, 

while reducing man’s footprint, 

which calls for changes in attitude, 

new technologies and new financing 

models, the president said.

V4 ArMY cHIeFS SIGN 
JOINt DecLArAtION ON 
eUrOPe’S SecUrItY

The commanders-in-chief of the 

Visegrad Group countries on Thursday 

signed a joint declaration, pledging to 

cooperate to strengthen a stable and 

safe Europe. Major General Romulusz 

Ruszin-Szendi, commander of the 

Hungarian Armed Forces, told a press 

conference after the meeting that the 

armies of the Czech Republic, Hungary, 
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Poland and Slovakia would cooperate 

more tightly to adapt to the dangers 

posed by hybrid and non-traditional 

warfare, as well as in cyber protection. 

Polish commander-in-chief General 

Rajmund T. Andrzejczak praised the 

Hungarian army’s commitment to 

modernisation and its approach 

to migration and the “situation in 

Afghanistan”. The three-day meeting 

was held between October 12-14 in 

Balatonakarattya, western Hungary. 

Slovak and Czech army chiefs, General 

Daniel Zmeko and General Aleš Opata, 

also attended. On Wednesday, the V4 

leaders had talks with Ukrainian army 

commander Valerii Zaluzhnyi.

JUStIce MINISter cALLS ON 
eU tO DrOP INFrINGeMeNt 
PrOceDUreS AGAINSt 
HUNGArY 

Justice Minister Judit Varga called 

on the European Commission to 

drop infringement procedures 

against Hungary. In a Facebook entry, 

the minister said concerning the 

procedures “launched in connection 

with Hungary’s handling the migration 

crisis” that other European Union 

members “now receive support for 

the same measures”. She said that 

some countries had adopted the 

same practices Hungary had been 

condemned for in the Sargentini 

Report. The European Commission 

should also drop the infringement 

procedure launched over Hungary’s 

paedophilia law, and “stop 

blackmailing” the country, Varga 

demanded.  The minister insisted that 

“Brussels is still unable to accept that 

we won’t allow LGBTQ propaganda 

in our schools and kindergartens”. 

Concerning an upcoming visit 

to Hungary by EU Commissioner 

Didier Reynders, Varga said that the 

commissioner was “allegedly aiming 

to conduct a technical dialogue on 

the rule of law during the election 

campaign and far from any intentions 

to interfere with the elections”.

POLLSterS: FIDeSZ-
cHrIStDeM cOALItION 
WIDeNS LeAD

The ruling Fidesz-Christian Democrat 

(KDNP) alliance has increased its lead 

in the full population, according to 

separate results published by the 

Nézőpont Institute, Alapjogokért, 

Real-PR 93, Századvég and 

Társadalomkutató at a conference 

on Thursday. At the conference 

organised by the Nézőpont Institute, 

polling director Dániel Nagy said party 

preferences were “stable”. Fidesz-KDNP 

is supported by 51-52% of decided 

voters, and support of the joint list of 

the opposition varies between 42 and 

47%, he said. The opposition primaries 

seem to have failed to change voting 

readiness significantly, he said.  

Extrapolating from those numbers, the 

ruling parties would obtain 125 places 

in parliament if the election was held 

this Sunday, Nagy said. The opposition 

would win 73 places, and one would 

be filled by a lawmaker elected on an 

ethnic minority ticket, he said. 

Századvég’s Péter Pillók said pro-

government voters are “almost 

unwaveringly convinced” that the 

ruling parties would prevail next 

spring. One-third of opposition 

voters think the same, he said. 

Meanwhile, the Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has increased its support among 

opposition voters to 51%, and to 32% 

among supporters of the opposition 

coalition, he said. 

Századvég found that 45% of voters 

support the ruling parties, 36% the 

joint opposition, 5% the Two-tailed 

dog party and 3% Mi Hazánk (Our 

Homeland). In a two-party election, 

Századvég projects Fidesz-KDNP to 

win 50% and the opposition 44%, he 

said.  

According to a survey by Real-

PR 93, an overwhelming majority 

supported government measures 

such as the minimum wage hike and 

tax refunds for families. The majority 

expect their economic prospects to 

deteriorate if the opposition comes 

to power, and anticipate growing 

taxes and utility prices, he said. The 

government measures have led to a 

growing number of Hungarians, 37% 

being optimistic about their future, 

Sándor Sóvágó said. The ratio of those 

expecting their quality of life falling 

within one year has decreased to 13% 

from 21%, he said. 

Társadalomkutató analyst Krisztián 

Talabér said “scandals” during the 

opposition primaries have led to the 

number of voters for leftist lists falling 

by five percentage points from 42%, 

and the support for ruling parties 
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growing by 2 percentage points from 

43%. Meanwhile, 58% of Hungarians 

say they are satisfied with Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán’s work, while 

34% are unsatisfied with him, he said. 

The government’s handling of the 

coronavirus pandemic is supported 

by 60% of Hungarians, he said.

GULYÁS: cHrIStIAN 
DeMOcrAcY 
’NONeXISteNt’  
IN WeSterN eUrOPe

Major efforts are being made in 

European public life to deny political 

values based on Christianity the 

right to exist, and therefore Christian 

democracy does not exist anymore in 

western Europe in the original sense of 

the word, the prime minister’s chief of 

staff said on Thursday. Gergely Gulyás 

told a conference focusing on the 

coexistence of religious communities 

in Europe that whereas thirty years ago, 

former Prime Minister József Antall 

rightly said that “even atheists are 

Christians in Europe”, by now the spirit 

of the times, supported by European 

Union institutions, aim to achieve quite 

the opposite. Christian Democrats in 

Western Europe initially abandoned 

all their principles to gain political 

power and then lost that power, he 

said. Currently, there are no Christian 

Democrat prime ministers in Europe 

west of Vienna, Gulyás said. During the 

time when the European community 

was made up of fifteen members, the 

majority of prime ministers in member 

states were attached to Christian 

Democrat values or party groups, he 

added.

HUNGArY reGISterS 
1,141 NeW cOrONAVIrUS 
INFectIONS, 11 DeAtHS 

Eleven patients died of a Covid-related 

illness over the past 24 hours, while 

1,141 new coronavirus infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Thursday. So far 5,916,769 people have 

received a first jab, while 5,689,371 have 

been fully vaccinated. Fully 948,000 

Hungarians have received a booster 

jab. The number of active infections 

stands at 11,398, while hospitals are 

treating 742 Covid patients, 113 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

Since the first outbreak, 831,866 

infections have been registered, 

while fatalities have risen to 30,341. 

Fully 790,127 people have made a 

recovery. There are 9,604 people in 

official quarantine, while 7,110,156 tests 

have been officially carried out.

cONStrUctION SectOr 
OUtPUt UP bY 10.2%  
IN AUG

Output of Hungary’s construction 

sector grew by an annual 10.2% in 

August, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said on Thursday. Output of 

the building segment climbed by 

16.3% and civil engineering output 

was up by 2.4%. In absolute terms, 

output reached 440.9 billion forints 

(EUR 1.2bn). The building segment 

accounted for 61% of the total. Month 

on month, output fell 5.8% based on 

seasonally and working day-adjusted 

data. In January-August, construction 

output grew by 9.8% compared to the 

same period last year.


