
All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times.

E D I T O R S :  H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S @ M T VA . H U   W W W. H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S . H U

September 24, 2021
AFterNOON ISSUe

TOP STORY

UPCOMING EVENTSPHOTO OF THE DAY

pm

Addressing the Conference of Speakers of Parliaments of the Visegrad Group and southeastern Europe, Viktor Orbán said 

the V4 and Balkan countries may end up building together the most significant economic area of the entire European 

continent, he said, adding that the path to the EU for the peoples of the Balkans led through central Europe. The countries 

of the Balkans should not be made into a buffer zone but should instead be integrated into the bloc, he added. “If the Balkan 

nations get an opportunity, just as the Visegrád countries did, they will pick up speed within a few years, strengthen their 

economies and real growth, and economic progress will come to the EU from the Balkans,” he said. The EU membership 

of Balkan countries is even more in the interest of the EU than the other way round, not only from the point of security 

but also in terms of Western economic interests, he said, adding that had the predecessors of current western leaders not 

taken the step for enlargement, the EU would be much weaker today.

The Balkans are likely to present “the next big opportunity” for the European Union, and 
the region could become the bloc’s next economic motor, the prime minister has said.
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OrbÁN: pAtH tO tHe eU 
LeADS tHrOUGH CeNtrAL 
eUrOpe

If central European countries were 

not members of the EU today, living 

standards in the west would be 

much lower than they are, Prime 

Minister Orbán said in his address 

to the Conference of Speakers of 

Parliaments of the Visegrád Group 

and southeastern Europe. Combined 

trade between the V4 countries and 

Germany is double that of France-

Germany and three times trade 

between Italy and Germany, he added. 

“It is not an exaggeration to say that 

the German economy would collapse 

without central Europe.”

Orbán said the path to the EU 

for the peoples of the Balkans 

led through central Europe. The 

countries of the Balkans should 

not be made into a buffer zone 

but should instead be integrated 

into the bloc, he added. No matter 

how strongly the commissioner in 

charge of enlargement works on this, 

the real integration of the Balkans 

requires political and strategic 

decisions that are made not by 

the commissioners, and not even 

the European Commission, but the 

European Council made up of the 

prime ministers and presidents of 

European countries, Orbán said. 

“As long as they do not decide to 

integrate the Balkans, we will be part 

of a continually extending process 

where we get lost in detail, with 

regulatory issues in focus instead 

of strategic matters; and actually 

it is all about playing for time,” he 

added. Orbán said western European 

heads of state and government 

currently lacked the will for further 

enlargement which, he added, was 

a “serious mistake”. At the same time, 

central Europe has been continually 

and persistently supporting it, he 

noted.

The prime minister proposed that 

the V4 and Balkan countries should 

jointly develop the most significant 

economic region of Europe as a whole. 

“We have a chance to do that, and ... 

there will come the moment when 

the Balkan countries will be as crucial 

for the European economy as the V4 

countries already are,” Orbán said. To 

this effect, these nations should first 

join the European Union, integrate 

themselves through the central 

European region and make themselves 

indispensable to the German, Italian 

and French economies, he said. The 

V4 countries see the Balkans not only 

as an economic target but also as a 

strategic opportunity, providing 

security and helping to expand 

Europe’s most dynamically developing 

region, Orbán said. “We want railways, 

bridges and roads to emerge, to 

connect our energy supply networks, 

and see that Balkan countries are 

not only on the receiving end of 

foreign investments but manufacture 

competitive products and then come 

to us as investors,” he said.

Speaker of Parliament László Kövér 

said that over the past three decades, 

25 million workers had left the region 

covering the Baltic states to the 

Balkans, heading to western Europe, 

and another 20 million were expected 

to follow by 2050. Citing estimates, he 

said: “This way our region has financed 

the welfare of western Europe to the 

tune of 1,000 billion euros”. “It follows 

that all countries in the region have 

the right to be self-confident if they 

are blackmailed by Brussels -- as is 

the case when it comes to what EU 

calls as support or the post-pandemic 

recovery funds due to Poland and 

Hungary,” Kövér said.

Commissioner for Neighbourhood 

and Enlargement Olivér Várhelyi 

told the event that Western Balkan 

countries had a place in the EU. 

Nobody needs to be convinced 

anymore that the accession of the 

Western Balkans is a social, economic, 

geographical and historical reality and 

political necessity, he added. At the 

same time, this recognition must be 

followed up by action, he said. The EC 

in its current composition supports EU 

enlargement to embrace the Western 

Balkans and offers real integration to 

the region, he added.

OrbÁN: GOVt ‘FIGHtING’ 
tO reStOre 13tH mONtH 
peNSIONS AS QUICKLY AS 
pOSSIbLe

Viktor Orbán, in an interview to 

public radio on Friday, said the 

government was “fighting” to restore 

13th month pensions as fast as 

possible so that rather than phasing 
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it in over several years it would be 

reintroduced in one go next year.

The prime minister said he 

characterised the goal as a fight 

because wages and pensions should 

only be raised if the economy can 

provide the basis to do so, as wage 

hikes should not be financed by 

borrowing. “I’m fighting ... so that 

I can stand before the people at 

the next election and say we’ve 

given back every last cent that the 

Gyurcsány-Bajnai government took 

from pensioners,” he said, referring 

to the former Socialist-Liberal prime 

ministers Ferenc Gyurcsány and 

Gordon Bajnai.

He said that “by correcting 

the mistakes” of the previous 

government, at least one month’s 

salary and pension would be 

returned, while “a 20% hike in the 

minimum wage” planned for next 

year would be “unprecedented” 

in modern western European 

economies. These increases will 

be offset by tax cuts for small and 

medium-sized enterprises, he added. 

The minimum wage from Jan. 1 will 

be higher than the average wage in 

the Gyurcsány-Bajnai era, he said.

Orbán said economic growth was 

likely to top 5.5%, and on that basis, 

personal income tax may be returned 

to families raising children. The prime 

minister also noted the government 

was doing all it could to ensure that 

starting a family carried economic 

benefits so that families with a child 

have a better standard of living than 

those without.

Meanwhile, Orbán said any further 

lockdowns due to Covid would 

be unfair to the 6 million people 

who had been jabbed, but if any 

restrictions were to be introduced, 

the immunity certificate would 

have a role to play, he added. 

The prime minister said there 

was some resistance to making 

vaccination compulsory, and the 

best that could be done was to 

make jabs mandatory for health-

care employees while encouraging 

employers to get their employees 

to accept vaccination. Hungarians, 

he said, would not tolerate the 

government interfering in their 

affairs, “and the government takes 

note of this”, he added.

Referring to the 4th Demographic 

Summit being held in Budapest, 

Orbán said a debate was under way 

about the fate of Europe. Its future, 

he added, was not to be found 

simply in industry, greening and 

digitalisation. “These are, of course, 

all important, but the future lies in 

children,” the prime minister said. 

“If we want to see our own country 

... as the future of Europe, we need 

families and children,” he added. 

“The West cannot sustain itself right 

now.” In one or two decades’ time 

will it become apparent whether 

Hungary’s “unprecedented family 

policy” has been successful or not, 

he said. “We’re only half way, but the 

signs are encouraging,” he added.

On the subject of LGBTQ people, 

Orbán said he understood them. 

“They need space under the sun, 

too,” he said. But general regulation 

cannot be made on the basis of a few 

exceptions, he said. “We don’t accept 

that they want to raise our children; 

we’ll raise them,” he added.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: VACCINeS 
‘ONLY SOLUtION’ 
IN ‘FIGHt’ AGAINSt 
pANDemIC

Vaccines are the only solution to 

fighting the coronavirus pandemic 

“because only vaccination can 

protect us”, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said in his address at 

general debate during the 76th 

session of the United Nations 

General Assembly in New York. 

Szijjártó told the assembly that 

the pandemic was an attack on 

the entire globe, an attack on all 

nations and citizens, the ministry 

said in a statement released early 

on Friday. “And since the attack is 

global, defence has to be global as 

well,” he added. “This means that we 

have to enable ourselves to be able 

to give vaccine to everybody and 

this is a matter of capacity,” Szijjártó 

said. The international community 

must be able to give vaccine to 

everybody in the world and this 

requires vaccine to be manufactured 

in as many locations as possible, he 

added. “It ’s not an ideological and 

not a political question because 

saving lives of the people must 

not be neither ideological nor a 

political issue. That’s why we urge 

the regulators, the international, 
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regional and national authorities 

to carry out a purely professional 

fact-based procedure when 

they authorise different types of 

vaccines,” he said.

Szijjártó said it had also become 

clear that the pandemic not only 

constituted a health-care related 

crisis but an economic one, too. 

As a result, during the last year 

and a half the global f low of direct 

investments fell by 42% and there 

was a 5.3% drop in the volume of 

global trade, he added. “Now the 

most important duty of ours is to 

save jobs -- as many as it is possible,” 

he said.

Szijjártó said it was also 

important to focus attention 

on families, as the Hungarian 

government was doing. “Families 

who raise children; because these 

families have worn a double 

burden,” he said, noting parents 

who had to go to work to keep 

their country running while looking 

after their children while schools 

and kindergartens remained 

closed. Another consequence 

of Covid was that “a big part of 

our life has been pushed to the 

digital space”, he said. Parents and 

children have created a vulnerable 

and inexperienced group of users 

of digital space, and this kind of 

group is a perfect target for cyber 

criminals, Szijjártó said. “That’s why 

we urge putting together strict 

international regulation which can 

protect our children and families 

from the spread of extremist 

ideologies on the internet, of sexual 

propaganda and cyber bullying,” he 

added.

The minister also talked about 

the dangers of further migratory 

waves in the world. “The pandemic 

and migration together construct a 

vicious circle. The more serious the 

health-care related and economic 

related impacts of the Covid are 

the more people will hit the road 

and migrate. And the more people 

are involved in the migratory flows, 

the more accelerated the virus will 

spread. So nowadays migration 

does not only constitute the already 

well-known cultural, civilisation 

or security related risks but very 

serious health-care risks, as well,” 

he said.

Commenting on the “big failure 

of the international community 

after 20 years in Afghanistan”, he 

said , adding that “now the main 

duty is to mitigate the damage”. It 

is necessary to prevent Afghanistan 

from becoming a safe place for 

terrorist organisations and to 

prevent additional migratory 

f lows stemming from Afghanistan, 

he added. “Because such flows 

will mean a direct security threat 

on both the neighbourhood of 

Afghanistan and on the European 

continent,” he said.

The minister said Hungary had 

already fulfilled its moral duty 

and evacuated all Afghans who 

helped Hungarian troops during 

their mission in Afghanistan. “But 

we will not receive anyone else. We 

will protect our border,” he said. The 

government will reject any kind of 

quota system for the distribution of 

migrants, he added.

HUNGArY reCOrDS 
SIX DeAtHS, 531 NeW 
INFeCtIONS

Six patients died of a Covid-related 

illness in the past 24 hours, while 

531 new coronavirus infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Friday. So far 5,873,523 people have 

received a first jab, while 5,615,273 have 

been fully vaccinated. Fully 691,000 

Hungarians have received a booster 

jab. The number of active infections 

stands at 8,133, while hospitals are 

treating 438 Covid patients, 54 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

Since the first outbreak, 820,078 

infections have been registered, 

while fatalities have risen to 30,151. 

Fully 781,794 people have made a 

recovery. There are 5,839 people in 

official quarantine, while 6,858,523 

tests have been officially carried out.

KSH: DeAtHS OUtStrIp 
bIrtHS IN AUG

The rate of natural decline in the 

population decreased by 17% in 

August, with the number of births 

increasing by 0.4% and deaths 

decreasing by 2.7% compared 

with the previous year, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said on 

Thursday. In the period, 8,178 

children were born, 36 more than in 
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August in the previous year, while 

9,678 people died, 271 fewer than 

in the same period in 2020. The 

number of marriages fell, with 9,249 

couples tying the knot, 12% less 

than in the same period in 2020. 

KSH noted, however, that there 

was one weekend less in August 

this year than in the same month 

of last year.

In the Jan-Aug period, there 

were 60,620 births, down 533, or 

0.9%, from the same period a year 

earlier. The number of deaths was 

100,591, 16,070 (19%) more than in 

Jan-August 2020. The rise in deaths 

and the drop in the birth rate means 

that the rate of natural population 

decline was up by 71% compared 

with the same period last year, KSH 

said.

VArGA DetAILS tAX 
rebAteS FOr pAreNtS 
rAISING CHILDreN

Finance Minister Mihály Varga 

revealed details of tax rebates for 

parents raising children in a video 

message posted on Facebook. 

Varga said the rebates to be paid 

early next year would go to all 

parents eligible for family benefits. 

If both parents in the family are 

registered with an employer, they 

will both get the personal income tax 

rebate, he added. Parents who earn 

their incomes as sole proprietors, 

subsistence farmers and landlords, 

or who pay the Itemised Tax for Small 

Businesses (KATA) or the Simplified 

Contribution to Public Revenues 

(ekho), will also be eligible for a 

tax rebate, he said. KATA taxpayers 

will get a 25% rebate, while ekho 

taxpayers will get two-thirds of the 

15% they pay back, he added. The 

rebates are limited to the tax paid 

on income up to the average wage. 

Some 1,900,000 parents are expected 

to get 600 billion forints in rebates 

under the government measure, 

conditional on GDP growth reaching 

5.5% this year.

Meanwhile, addressing an annual 

meeting of economists in Budapest 

on Friday, Varga said Hungary’s GDP 

growth could reach 7-7.5% this year. 

Hungary’s economy has reached 

pre-pandemic levels of performance 

and the pace of growth is expected 

to continue in the coming period, 

Varga said.

Varga said Hungary’s budget 

deficit projected at 7.5% of GDP 

this year would be “average” among 

EU member states, adding that 

government measures to jump-

start the economy are supporting 

businesses and families to the tune 

of more than 13,000 billion forints 

in 2021 and 2022. Credit rating 

agencies have acknowledged 

Hungary’s performance and the 

government’s economic policy, he 

said, adding that positive feedback 

is expected from Moody’s at a 

scheduled review late on Friday. He 

said government spending would 

be “restrained” and efforts made to 

keep the public debt on a declining 

path.

pALKOVICS: NeW 
teCHNOLOGIeS tO bOOSt 
HUNGArIAN eCONOmY

Hungary aims to attract the 

development and manufacture of 

new technologies spearheading 

global industrial trends with a view to 

boosting the Hungarian economy, the 

minister of innovation and technology 

said on Friday. László Palkovics 

said during a presentation at the 

GreenTech 2021 expo and conference 

in Zalaegerszeg, in western Hungary, 

that green technologies play a key 

role in areas that are expected to 

define the Hungarian economy over 

the next decade. He cited the growing 

number of investments mainly 

in the vicinity of car plants which 

are expected to enable Hungary 

to develop the second largest 

production capacity in Europe in the 

area of battery technologies within 

two years. A number of supported 

projects have been launched that 

aim to make the economy greener, 

including energy storage solutions 

and ways to reduce carbon emissions 

in public transport, he said. Starting 

from next year, only carbon neutral 

buses can be introduced in cities with 

more than 25,000 residents and tests 

are under way to operate them with 

synthetic fuels such as hydrogen, he 

added.

One of the most effective ways of 

making transport greener is to develop 

rail transport, and this is a part of the 

Hungarian government’s strategy, 
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Palkovics said. Hungary plans to spend 

some 2,000 billion forints on trains in 

the next eight years and the majority 

of these will have to be emission-free, 

he added.

Another priority is to make 

steel manufacturing more 

environmentally friendly, he said. 

Electricity and hydrogen must be 

given and greater role in order to 

maintain the competitiveness of 

Hungarian steel manufacturing, he 

added. Storage and transport are 

important elements of Hungary’s 

hydrogen strategy, with the option 

of storing hydrogen. He also cited 

areas of innovation required to 

create a circular economy, including 

transferring waste storage to 

concessions in order to enable 

well-controlled and efficient waste 

recycling.

reNAISSANCe HUNtING 
DrAWINGS tO be SHOWN 
AS pArt OF HUNtING, 
NAtUre eXpO

An exhibition featuring 53 Renaissance 

drawings of hunting scenes by 16th-

century German graphic artist and 

stained-glass painter Augustin 

Hirschvogel will open in Budapest’s 

Museum of Fine Arts on Saturday.

The exhibition is a fringe event of 

World of Hunting and Nature expo 

to be hosted by Budapest from 

September 25 to October 14 under 

the motto “One with Nature”. As 

Hirschvogel’s drawings precisely 

document the hunting methods 

and depict the weapons, clothes, 

fauna and society of that age in 

exquisite detail, deputy director 

Annamária Vígh told reporters on 

Friday. The exhibition, the first one of 

the full 53-piece series, also features 

reproductions of the eight stained-

glass windows based on the drawings, 

Curator Szilvia Bodnár said. The 

exhibition runs until January 9, 2022.


