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Financial incentives and property subsidies are among effective measures addressing demographic problems, Orbán said, 

adding that the government’s aim was to “make the whole country family friendly”. Meanwhile, the legal framework has 

been established to protect children and the institution of the family. Whereas crude handouts were “easy” to implement 

and “required little intelligence”, support had to be offered in a way that also allowed the economy to grow, he said. “We’re 

spending 5% of Hungarian GDP on families,” Orbán noted. “We haven’t progressed as far as we would have liked, but we’re 

around halfway there.” Orbán added that without Hungary’s novel family policies, some 120,000 fewer children would have 

been born over the past ten years. The number of marriages had almost doubled since 2010 and the number of abortions 

had dropped by 41%, he added. The mere act of holding a conference on demographics in itself reflected a choice of values, 

he said. “We’re here though because instead of enduring the demographic trends, we want to shape them.”

The government’s family policies are geared towards supporting young couples 
planning families and ensuring their continued welfare, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 
told the 4th Demographic Summit in Budapest.

OrbÁN HIGHLIGHtS FAmILY pOLICIeS
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OrbÁN: WeSt UNWILLING 
tO SUStAIN ItSeLF

“While certain civilisations are able to 

reproduce, the West is simply unwilling 

to sustain itself,” Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán told the 4th Demographic 

Summit in Budapest. “Some don’t see 

this as a problem,” while others would 

use migration as a solution, he said, 

adding that this would be tantamount 

to adopting “a global plan to resettle 

a new working class”, and such a plan 

would ignore the cultural aspect of 

migration. “Migration is a matter of 

identity here. A European country 

can only function if its members have 

largely the same views on the basic 

questions. Nations in Europe that 

lack that common ground are bound 

to disintegrate,” he said. Economic 

approaches to solving the issue are 

not viable in Europe, he added.

Orbán said he had noticed “with 

concern neo-Marxist woke movements 

rapidly gaining popularity” in the 

West, with “attempts to sidetrack 

the development of children in 

kindergarten”, as children were 

being used as “pride activists” and to 

promote gender change. He said the 

situation was very different in central 

Europe, where “the nature of Marxist 

ideas is well understood because 

people had to live with them for forty 

years”. “We’re vaccinated against 

wokeism and our history is protecting 

us against the cultural left, the same 

way as vaccines give protection against 

the coronavirus,” he added. Hungarians 

were being protective, he said, 

because the Western left had launched 

attacks against the traditional family 

model by relativizing the concept of 

family. A means for this is the LGBTQ 

lobby and gender propaganda, he 

added. “They target our children, so 

we must protect them,” he said, adding 

that Hungary had a constitutional 

system for family and child protection 

which was “automatically activated 

when the family is seen to be under 

threat”.

The most important protective line 

of defence in the family protection 

system, he said, was the constitution, 

and he cited the sections of the 

constitution referring to families, 

marriage and children. Orbán said 

that while Hungary had held National 

Consultation surveys and popular 

votes in an effort to strengthen 

these lines of defence, nobody in 

western Europe or Brussels had ever 

canvassed people’s opinion on “LGBTQ 

propaganda” or migration.

Orbán noted that Pope Francis, 

visiting Budapest two weeks ago, 

had expressed his encouragement 

for Hungary’s family policies. “He 

said we should not stop. And we 

will not give up; we will pursue 

our fight against Brussels for child 

protection. Hungarians do not make 

empty promises. Instead of repeated 

pledges, all I can say is that we stand 

here because there’s no other way. We 

know our job,” Orbán said.

At the opening of his speech, Orbán 

greeted former US Vice President 

Mike Pence attending the meeting 

and urged him to “return as soon as 

possible”. He also greeted the prime 

ministers of the Czech Republic and 

Slovenia and reminded them that they 

were “fighting for central European 

interests, the sovereignty of their 

countries, Christian heritage and the 

security of the European peoples.” 

In his greeting to the presidents of 

Serbia and the Serb member of the 

Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

he said the future of the Balkans would 

determine the future security of 

Europe. Brussels, he added, must not 

be allowed to continue the centuries-

old policy of using the Balkans as a 

buffer zone in lieu of their own comfort 

and security.

Meanwhile, Katalin Novák, the 

minister without portfolio in charge 

of family affairs, said the Hungarian 

government had been working 

to help families and turn around a 

40-year downward trend. She said 

the government has seen it as an 

“opportunity and duty” to work for 

families backed by a mandate from 

voters. Novák said a “demographic 

winter” was threatening the 

developed world as well as Hungary.  

The summit is focusing on the 

connections between demographics 

and sustainability, featuring some 70 

speakers from 18 countries, Novak said 

earlier. Some 500 are participating, 

including state and religious leaders, 

scientists and NGOs.

Addressing the summit, Aleksandar 

Vučić, the Serbian president, said the 

issue of demography was becoming 

the most important political question 
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as it concerned “our survival”. The 

Serbian government learnt a lot from 

the previous demographic summit, he 

said, and introduced several measures 

modelled on the Hungarian system. 

In the context of social media and 

its influence on the public, Vučić 

said “liberal political Marxism” had 

enticed people to pay attention to 

things that changed aspects of their 

lives but at the same time led them 

to lose other aspects. Vučić also 

touched on the topic of the rule of 

law, which he said had become an 

issue that could be used to bring 

“disobedient” countries into line.  He 

said the next central topic would 

be the fight against climate change, 

which both Serbia and Hungary 

considered important. “But is it really 

more important than demographic 

issues? Is it really more important than 

the future of our countries, the future 

of our nations?” Vučić said Europe 

had been contributing less and less 

to global economic growth in recent 

decades, adding that within a few 

decades Nigeria alone would have a 

larger population than the European 

Union or the United States. “It is high 

time to act,” he said.

Slovenian Prime Minister Janez Janša 

called population decline a huge 

problem affecting the future which 

could not be ignored. “The European 

Union is currently debating the future 

of Europe and ... this gathering today 

is one of the most important parts of 

this debate,” he told the summit. Janša 

noted that the birth rate in Europe had 

dropped by 40-70% since the 1950s 

and 17 out of the 27 EU member states 

had a negative birth rate which had 

worsened during the Covid crisis. “We 

need bold proposals, some kind of a 

European programme to put the family 

first,” he said.

Milorad Dodik, the Serbian 

member of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s 

presidential troika, said Europe needed 

to favour the family over migration. 

Europe needs to remain stable not just 

economically but also in the area of 

demography, he said, adding that this 

required support for families. Dodik 

praised Hungarian Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán’s family policies and 

expressed hope that they would be 

adopted by more and more countries 

in Europe.

Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babiš 

said Europe needed to increase 

its birth rate in order to halt its 

population decline. He said the 

coronavirus pandemic had proven 

that nation states built on families were 

irreplaceable. Although the Czech 

Republic has seen an increase in its 

birth rate in recent years, it still has a 

way to go to reach the 2.1 fertility rate 

necessary to maintain its population, 

he said. Babiš criticised the argument 

that having fewer children would 

reduce one’s carbon footprint, saying 

it was “absurd” not to have children in 

the interest of climate protection.

The heads of state and government 

participating in the 4th Budapest 

Demographic Summit signed a joint 

declaration on supporting families.

“We see Europe’s demographic 

renewal, sustainability and future 

in strengthening and supporting 

families,” Katalin Novák said at the 

event. The minister said the declaration 

bound its signatories to encourage 

couples to have children, promote 

fair wages and the development 

of labour-based economies by 

pursuing effective family policies. The 

declaration also urges the European 

Union to consider demographic 

aspects when shaping its policies, 

Novák added.

peNCe prAISeS HUNGArY 
GOVt’S VISION ON FAmILY 
pOLICY

Former US Vice President Mike Pence, 

in his address to the 4th Demographic 

Summit in Budapest on Thursday, 

commended Hungarian Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán’s vision of family policy. 

“I want to applaud Prime Minister 

Orbán for choosing to make family the 

central focus of Hungary’s government 

policy,” Pence told the summit. “The 

Western world is beset by one crisis 

after another,” Pence said, noting the 

coronavirus pandemic and its ongoing 

economic impact as well as a “crisis 

of confidence” in traditional values, 

institutions and leadership. He said 

yet another crisis was “the erosion 

of the nuclear family marked by 

declining marriage rates, rising divorce, 

widespread abortion and plummeting 

birth rates”.

“The leaders of government who 

are gathered here, and the leaders of 

faith, know strong families make strong 

communities, and strong communities 
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make strong nations,” he said. “For our 

civilisation to prosper, if we’re to pass 

on the rights and the freedoms and 

the values that we cherish to the next 

generation, our highest priority must 

be to preserve, renew and strengthen 

the families upon which our nation and 

our civilisations have been built.”

Pence said there was a consensus 

among the global elite that “the 

institution of the family is in many 

ways an anachronism, outdated and 

even unnecessary”. “We are so much 

as told that the family is secondary 

to the state and that the demands of 

raising and educating children must 

be met with the ever growing reach of 

government, supplanting the role and 

the primacy of parents and families 

from cradle to grave,” he said. But the 

nations of central and eastern Europe 

“have heard these empty utopian 

promises before”, Pence said. They 

know what it is like to “live under the 

oppressive fist of progressive tyranny 

with its unworkable social experiments 

and with thought police driving their 

agenda against the common sense 

and common values of the people,” 

he added. “Hungary and all the nations 

of the former Soviet bloc taught the 

world: if you want freedom, take pride 

in your country. If you want democracy, 

defend sovereignty,” Pence said.

Citing the words of Pope Francis, 

Pence said the welfare of the family 

was decisive for the future of the world, 

adding that “we must lead our nations 

and lead the world back to putting 

family first.” The former vice president 

said Hungary and other countries in 

the region had shown that the right 

leadership and the right solutions 

could succeed in reversing population 

decline.

SZIJJÁrtÓ empHASISeS 
GLObAL reSpONSIbILItY 
tO preSerVe WAter 
SUppLY

The international community has 

a shared responsibility to act in the 

interest of preserving the world’s water 

supply, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said in New York on Wednesday. The 

fight to save water will be one that the 

world either wins together or loses 

together, the foreign ministry cited 

Szijjártó as saying at an online event 

accompanying the 76th session of the 

United Nations General Assembly.

The world today is perfectly aware of 

the ecological, international, political, 

economic and social weight of the 

challenges concerning water, Szijjártó 

told the event. The international 

community knows what it is that 

needs to be changed and has all the 

necessary technologies at its disposal, 

he said. There are 2.3 billion people 

living in water-stressed areas in the 

world today, the minister said, adding 

that this figure could double by 2050. 

Also, around one billion people are 

threatened by desertification and 

the problems around water supply 

could lead to local conflicts, he said. 

These crises could result in tens of 

thousands of people being forced to 

leave their homes over the coming 

decades, which will in turn increase 

migration pressure, Szijjártó said. 

International diplomacy, he added, 

should place greater emphasis on the 

peaceful distribution of water and 

should take a firmer stand against 

the factors threatening the water 

supply. Szijjártó highlighted Hungary’s 

advanced water management 

technologies and said it was one of 

just 21 countries that has been able 

to reduce its harmful emissions while 

increasing its economic output. The 

minister said 90% of the electricity 

generated in Hungary would be 

carbon-free by 2030, emphasising the 

role of nuclear power as a cheap, safe 

and environmentally-friendly energy 

source.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: HUNGArY 
COmmItteD tO FIGHtING 
ANtI-SemItISm

Hungary remains committed to the 

fight against anti-Semitism, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said after 

meeting representatives of American 

Jewish organisations in New York on 

Thursday. Hungary’s government will 

do everything in its power to ensure 

that the international community 

applies a fair and balanced political 

approach to Israel, the foreign ministry 

cited Szijjártó as saying at the meeting 

held on the sidelines of the 76th 

session of the United Nations General 

Assembly. The minister said Europe 

needed to take the strongest possible 

stand against the anti-Semitism that, 

he insisted, had re-emerged in certain 

parts of the continent due to migration.
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Szijjártó said issues which had been 

put on the back burner by the pandemic 

such as migration were becoming 

increasingly serious, with illegal 

migration leading to a re-emergence 

of anti-Semitism in western Europe. 

The minister noted Hungary’s zero 

tolerance approach to anti-Semitism, 

saying the government had made clear 

that Hungary’s Jewish community “has 

nothing to fear as long as we are in 

power”. The minister said that whereas 

some western European countries often 

expressed anti-Israel positions to satisfy 

certain electoral bases transformed by 

illegal migration, Hungary pursued a 

particularly Israel-friendly foreign policy.

Meanwhile, Szijjártó said Israel should 

continue normalising its relations 

with the Arab world based on mutual 

advantage, adding that this would be 

beneficial to the security of Hungary 

and central Europe as a whole. Szijjártó 

held talks with former White House 

senior advisor Jared Kushner on the 

sidelines of the 76th session of the 

UNGA, centring on the so-called 

Abraham Accords brokered by the 

United States on the normalisation of 

relations between Israel and the United 

Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Morocco and 

Sudan. The deals Israel signed with 

the Arab states “brought hope to the 

Middle East after many decades of 

hopelessness”, the minister said. The 

hope is that “things can now go in 

the right direction, in the direction or 

peace, peaceful coexistence, mutual 

advantages and respect.” Szijjártó said 

he trusted that “momentum generated 

by these agreements” would last and 

Israel could normalise its ties with more 

and more Arab states. He noted that 

Kushner and his team had established 

an international institute aimed at 

preserving the thinking behind the 

Abraham Accords, adding that Hungary 

supported this aim at all international 

forums. “The security of Hungary and 

central Europe is strongly linked to 

that of the Middle East,” Szijjártó said. 

“Things heading in the direction of 

security and peace in the Middle East 

is always good for central Europe.”

Meanwhile, Szijjártó said political 

cooperation between Hungary and 

the US had reached “new heights” 

during the tenure of the previous US 

administration, which he attributed to 

the many shared views between Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán and former US 

President Donald Trump.

SZIJJÁrtÓ HOLDS 
bILAterAL tALKS WItH 13 
FOreIGN mINISterS

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Sziijártó has had bilateral talks with 

his counterparts from 13 countries in 

New York on the sidelines of the UN 

General Assembly. In talks with his 

Iranian and Tajik colleagues, Hossein 

Amirabdollahian and Sirojiddin 

Muhriddin, Szijjártó discussed 

the protection of those countries’ 

borders with Afghanistan. He said 

there was consensus that statements 

encouraging Afghans to leave their 

country were creating difficulties for 

neighbouring countries and threatened 

to destabilise the Middle East.  

In talks with Brazil’s Carlos 

Alberto Franca, Szijjártó said 

Hungary supported Brazil’s aim to 

join the Organisation of Economic 

Cooperation and Development 

(OECD). Noting that the Hungarian 

Armed Forces have recently decided 

to purchase several of Brazilian 

company Embraer’s C-39 military 

transport aircraft, Szijjártó said that 

defence cooperation may become 

the next important area of economic 

cooperation. Meanwhile, over 1,100 

Brazilian students have applied for 

250 government grants to Hungarian 

universities, he said. After the talks, 

the ministers signed a cooperation 

agreement on diplomatic training.  

Szijjártó also met Bahrein’s Abdullatif 

bin Rashid Al Zayani and thanked 

him for his government’s help in 

accrediting the Chinese Sinopharm 

vaccine for use in Hungary. The 

ministers decided to convene 

the Bahrein-Hungary economic 

committee at the end of November. 

He also signed cooperation 

agreements with Azerbaijan’s 

Jeyhun Bayramov on cooperation 

between the national archives, with 

Montenegro’s Dorde Radulovic 

on training diplomats, and with 

Philippines Foreign Minister Teodoro 

Locsin on the cooperation in trainings 

on nuclear energy. He also attended 

a meeting of the foreign ministers of 

Small States, where the ministers of 

Singapore, Norway, Hungary, Lithuania, 

Panama, Namibia and St Kitts and Nevis 

discussed solutions to handling climate 

change.
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HOLLIK: OVer HALF A 
mILLION HUNGArIANS 
SIGN rULING pArtIeS’ 
ANtI-GYUrCSÁNY 
petItION

More than half a million people so 

far have signed the ruling alliance’s 

“Stop Gyurcsány! Stop Karácsony!” 

petition launched on Sept. 1 ahead 

of next year’s general election, 

Fidesz’s communications head said. 

“We launched the petition less than 

three weeks ago and have gathered 

the signatures of more than 500,000 

people who clearly reject the left-

wing political aggression represented 

by Ferenc Gyurcsány,” István Hollik 

told journalists. He added that 

rejection of the former government’s 

“failed policy of tax increases and 

pro-immigration policy” was widely 

rejected. He said the election next 

spring would decide whether or not 

the “Gyurcsány era of failure” would 

return.

KÖVÉr: VISeGrÁD GrOUp 
‘CAN be prOUD OF ItS 
ACHIeVemeNtS’ 

The Visegrád Group cooperation 

has become a success story over the 

past 30 years, and its members -- 

Hungary, Slovakia, the Czech Republic 

and Poland -- can be proud of their 

achievements, Speaker of Parliament 

László Kövér said in his opening 

address to a V4 meeting in Visegrád, 

the birthplace of the initiative, north of 

Budapest, on Thursday.  Kövér noted 

that the proponents of the initiative 

had joined forces in central Europe 

with the aim of better promoting their 

interests in the process of European 

integration. Participants in the Visegrád 

meeting will discuss the future of 

the Europe as well as its values and 

interests, Kövér added. 

Péter Sztáray, state secretary of 

security policy at the foreign ministry, 

said the two items on the agenda were 

no coincidence: discussions about 

the future of Europe embraced the 

broader geographical community 

rather than just the European Union, 

and included the Western Balkans 

and the Eastern Partnership countries, 

and this tied in with discussions 

about the political, economic and 

security situation of central Europe. 

He said it was highly important that 

the central European region, as “the 

engine of Europe”, should overcome 

the pandemic together and reboot the 

region in short order. With its 65 million 

people, the region has produced the 

highest growth in the EU while finding 

political unity on many issues, Sztáray 

added.

For the region’s successful economic 

relaunch, a common position is 

needed in areas such as the digital 

switchover as well as the energy and 

green transition, he said, adding that 

the V4 was also working closely with 

European and global partners who 

are playing a growing role in central 

European investments. It is in all four 

countries’ interests to address these 

players together, he said.

OFFICIAL: GreeN rAILWAY 
DeVeLOpmeNtS IN FOCUS

Environmentally friendly and energy 

efficient railway projects will be the 

cornerstone of the government’s 

transport developments over the 

next 10-15 years, a state secretary 

of the innovation and technology 

ministry said on Thursday.  

Tamás Schanda, speaking at 

the inauguration ceremony of a 

new first-class InterCity carriage 

developed by national railway 

company MÁV, said that sustainable 

developments required high-class 

transport infrastructure. Schanda 

said the government is spending 

2,000 billion forints (EUR 5.6bn) on 

new trains to retain the network’s 

competitiveness and ensure a high 

level of services. The aim is to reduce 

the average age of engines and 

carriages to below 25 years through 

the purchase of new and efficient 

units, he added. The state secretary 

said building domestic capacities 

in sectors that make world-class 

products was a key pillar of the 

government’s patriotic economic 

policy, adding that railway carriage 

manufacture was part of a strategy 

that included boosting production 

in the defence and bus industries. 

Concerning the new “IC+” carriages, 

Schanda said that the first 90 had 

been made at a cost of 40 billion 

forints (EUR 112.4m), and the ratio of 

Hungarian suppliers to the project 

was over 50%. 
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HUNGArY reCOrDS 
526 NeW COrONAVIrUS 
INFeCtIONS, tWO DeAtHS, 

Two patients died of a Covid-related 

illness in the past 24 hours, while 

526 new coronavirus infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Thursday. So far 5,869,259 

people have received a first jab, 

while 5,600,425 have been fully 

vaccinated. Fully 667,000 Hungarians 

have received a booster jab. The 

number of active infections stands 

at 7,960, while hospitals are treating 

411 Covid patients, 48 of whom need 

respiratory assistance. Since the first 

outbreak, 819,547 infections have been 

registered, while fatalities have risen to 

30,145. Fully 781,442 people have made 

a recovery. There are 5,495 people in 

official quarantine, while 6,844,088 

tests have been officially carried out.

CHIeF INFeCtOLOGISt: 
UNVACCINAteD eLDerLY 
mOSt At rISK

Elderly people who have not 

accepted the coronavirus vaccine 

make up the majority of those 

hospitalised in the fourth wave of 

the pandemic in Hungary, the head 

infectologist of Budapest’s South 

Pest Central Hospital has said. “Half 

of those without vaccines read and 

spread misconceptions about the 

vaccine being harmful,” and are 

impossible to convince otherwise, 

János Szlávik told on public news 

channel M1. 

bUDGet DeFICIt  
HUF 1,900.7 bN IN AUG

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget 

deficit, excluding local councils, was 

1,900.7 billion forints (EUR 5.4bn) 

at the end of August, the Finance 

Ministry confirmed in a second 

reading of data. 

US CONSerVAtIVeS tO 
HOLD eVeNt IN bUDApeSt 
NeXt SprING

The Conservative Political 

Action Conference (CPAC) will 

meet in Budapest next spring, 

Miklós Szánthó, director of the 

Centre for Fundamental Rights, 

has announced. Hungarian and 

American conservatives are linked 

through “respect for traditional 

values, love for the homeland, 

as well as appreciation for the 

family, safety of the nation, 

and protection of the borders,” 

Szánthó told a press conference. 

The conference is set to be held 

in March, he added.


