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Speaking ahead of a conference on violence against children held as part of the 76th session of the United Nations General 

Assembly, Szijjártó noted the impacts of the coronavirus pandemic and the “double burden” on parents who needed to 

balance their jobs with their family obligations, adding that the government planned to reimburse the personal income 

tax paid by families with children in 2021 if Hungary’s full-year GDP growth rate reached 5.5%. The minister also said that 

the pandemic restricted most life to the internet, and “a great number of inexperienced users could be an easy target for 

cyber criminals”. Minors must be protected not only against fraudsters but extreme ideologies and sexual propaganda, 

he said, calling for globally applied regulations.

Concerning Hungary’s recent, contested child protection law, Szijjártó said that during his talks “many” congratulated 

him on the legislation “even if they dare not do so publicly for fear of political attacks”. Arguing for the law, he said parents 

should have the exclusive right to decide on the sex education of their children.

Ensuring the protection of families with children is “especially important these days” in 
view of recent crises in the world, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in New York.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: PROTECTION OF FAMILIES KEY

4th Budapest Demography Summit

NBH publishes Inflation Report

Coronavirus updates

Finance ministry releases detailed 
budget report for Jan-Aug
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PM Orbán with Czech counterpart Babis visiting Hungary-Serbia border
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ORBÁN INSPECTS 
HUNGARY’S SOUTHERN 
BORDER WITH CZECH PM 
BABIŠ

Hungary will soon face growing 

migration pressure on its southern 

border, as this is where people 

fleeing Afghanistan attempt to enter 

the European Union, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said after inspecting 

the Hungary-Serbia border with his 

Czech counterpart Andrej Babiš on 

Wednesday. Orbán told reporters 

that although Hungary’s border 

fence was effective, more officers 

may be needed to protect the border. 

Orbán said Brussels was the “weak 

link” in Hungary’s border protection 

measures for saying that member 

states should take in those wanting 

to flee Afghanistan, adding that 

this constituted “a betrayal”. While 

thousands of people are posted on the 

border to ensure the safety of those 

in the inner parts of the continent, 

“Brussels is betraying Hungary and 

the European people,” the prime 

minister said. Hungary is protecting 

the whole of Europe, he said, adding 

that hopefully Brussels’s plan to bring 

in people from Afghanistan could be 

thwarted. Help should be provided at 

the point where it is needed instead of 

bringing trouble to Hungary, the Czech 

Republic and the rest of the EU, he said. 

Orbán said that in 2015 Hungary had to 

withstand an “invasion” of more than 

400,000 migrants who had claimed 

that German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel had invited them to Germany. 

It then decided to build a fence on its 

southern border after it became nearly 

impossible to maintain public safety, 

he added.

Those that want to can protect their 

borders, he said, insisting that it was 

the will, and not the ability to do so 

that the EU was lacking. Hungary’s 

fence is protected by 4,500 officers, 

making it one of biggest expenses 

in the country’s law enforcement 

budget, Orbán said, adding that the 

EU made no extra contribution to 

Hungary to cover these costs. The 

prime minister praised the political 

and physical support Hungary received 

from the Czech Republic and the other 

Visegrad Group countries in protecting 

its border “when things were at their 

worst”. Orbán said his government 

would again accept the help offered 

by the Czech prime minister.

He said the EU should actually be 

protecting the Schengen borders 

further to the south, as Serbia should 

already be a member of both the EU 

and the passport-free Schengen Zone. 

If Serbia had already been admitted to 

the bloc, “we’d all be safer,” he added. 

In response to a question, Orbán said 

that without the border fence, millions 

of migrants would have entered the 

Schengen Zone, Europe would have 

seen more crime and terrorist attacks 

and women in Germany would feel 

less safe. Migration is not a human 

right, Orbán said, arguing that people 

should work to make their own 

homelands more liveable. “No one 

can demand that we allow all that 

previous generations in our countries 

worked for to be undone by a flow of 

millions of migrants,” Orbán said. “But 

we are prepared to help them fix their 

countries.”

Babiš said the EU was “preoccupied 

with many pointless things” such as 

migrant resettlement quotas. Instead 

it should take action against people 

smugglers and work to stem the flow 

of migrants outside Europe, he said. 

He said Hungary’s had been the only 

well-functioning Schengen border 

when its fence was completed in 2015. 

Babiš said that though some claimed 

that there were no migrants coming 

to Europe, both their numbers and the 

number of people smugglers caught 

by the European authorities had 

tripled this year. Although Europe’s 

approach to migration is changing, 

more countries should be allowed to 

join the Schengen Zone and greater 

emphasis should be placed on 

protecting the continent’s maritime 

borders, he added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: COOPERATION 
AMONG DEMOCRACIES 
MUST BE BASED ON 
MUTUAL RESPECT

Cooperation among the world’s 

democracies must be based on 

mutual respect rather than criticising 

and lecturing other countries, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said in New 

York on Wednesday. He spoke at a 

ministerial meeting of the Community 

of Democracies held as part of the 76th 

session of the United Nations General 
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Assembly, the foreign ministry said in a 

statement. In his address, Szijjártó said 

the differences in countries’ historical, 

cultural and religious heritage had 

resulted in them becoming different 

types of democracies. The minister said 

liberal democracies were attempting 

to “monopolise democracy”, which 

he called “a pretty anti-democratic 

approach”. “I think that liberal democracy 

is only a type of democracy and not ... 

democracy itself,” Szijjártó said. He said 

democracy meant that people were in a 

position to make decisions on their own 

future and the future of their country. “I 

think no one has the right to characterise 

a political system as autocratic or 

dictatorial just because the people gave 

a clear mandate and just because one 

political family has a clear majority in its 

own parliament,” he added.

Szijjártó said the pandemic 

had demonstrated democracies’ 

interdependence on each other, 

adding that this recognition brought 

“fresh air” to international cooperation.

SZIJJÁRTÓ HOLDS 
BILATERAL TALKS 
WITH SEVEN FOREIGN 
MINISTERS IN NEW YORK

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó held 

talks with counterparts from seven 

countries on the sidelines of the UN 

General Assembly session in New York 

on Tuesday local time. The ministry said 

that Szijjártó had been in agreement 

with David Zalkaliani from Georgia and 

Subrahmanyam Jaishankar from India 

that the outflow of migrants from 

Afghanistan must be prevented by all 

means because it poses serious security, 

cultural and health risks for Central Asia, 

the Caucasus and Europe. Hungary is 

helping several countries in Asia and 

Central America in protective efforts 

against the coronavirus epidemic. 

An agreement has been signed with 

Vietnamese Foreign Minister Bui Thanh 

Son to sell 400,000 AstraZeneca doses 

to Vietnam which will be transported 

to Hanoi this week. An agreement was 

also finalised with Thai counterpart Don 

Pramudwinai on the sale of 400,000 

AstraZeneca doses. Consultations have 

been started with both Southeast Asian 

countries on the mutual acceptance of 

vaccination certificates, the ministry 

said. Hungary has supplied 20,000 

doses of vaccine against rare children’s 

diseases to Ecuador and donated 

100,000 protective masks to Venezuelan 

refugees staying in the country. Szijjártó 

signed a cooperation agreement with 

his Ecuadorian counterpart, Mauricio 

Montalva Samaniego, on training 

diplomats. Szijjártó and David J. Francis, 

the foreign minister of Sierra Leone, 

signed an agreement under which 

Hungary will increase the number of 

scholarships offered to Sierra Leonean 

students from ten to fifty.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: ANY 
COOPERATION WITH 
TALIBAN MUST BE TIED  
TO STRICT CONDITIONS

The international community must 

make any form of cooperation with 

the Islamist Taliban which has taken 

control of Afghanistan dependent 

on meeting strict conditions, such as 

guaranteeing the rights of women and 

girls, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said in New York. Szijjártó attended 

an online ministerial conference on 

the future of the situation of Afghan 

women held on the sidelines of the 

76th session of the United Nations 

General Assembly, the ministry said.

He said that in connection with the 

withdrawal of international forces 

the Hungarian government had 

warned that efforts must be made to 

prevent the Central Asian country from 

becoming a hiding place for terrorist 

organisations and the starting point 

of massive waves of illegal migrants. 

The latter would pose a serious security 

challenge for the European Union and 

could also speed up the spread of the 

coronavirus, he added. Szijjártó said 

that looking at the current situation, 

neither of those goals had been 

achieved. He added that the position 

of neighbouring countries, according 

to which the problems of Afghanistan 

must be solved within Afghanistan, 

should be taken seriously. He also said 

that the international community 

should avoid making irresponsible 

statements that could result in 

the destabilisation of the region. 

Additionally, clear conditions must be 

set to the Taliban, such as making any 

international recognition, cooperation 

or financial support dependent on 

guaranteeing the rights of women 

and girls, he said. “If they are not ready 

to do that, then we cannot make any 

compromises with them,” he said.
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ÁDER: PLANET BUDAPEST 
EXPO TO RAISE AWARENESS 
OF CLIMATE CHANGE

The Planet Budapest 2021 sustainability 

expo will be held between November 

29 and October 5, designed to raise 

awareness on climate change, which 

has been accelerated by human 

activity in the past decades, President 

János Áder told public news channel 

M1. The event will feature conferences, 

exhibitions and youth programmes on 

climate change, water crisis, transport 

and energy efficiency, Áder said. Many 

companies will present their solutions 

to climate-related problems, and youth 

programmes will include interactive 

exhibitions of popular science, he said.

Hungary strives to become carbon 

neutral by 2050 as enshrined in 

Hungarian law, Áder said. The same 

aim should be set globally, but the 

“situation has only deteriorated since 

the Paris climate accord five years ago,” 

with the coronavirus pandemic only 

bringing temporary relief, he said. All 

solutions would need to be global, he 

said. Hungary or Europe cannot solve 

this problem on their own, he said. 

The technological know-how to stop 

climate change is largely already at 

hand, Áder noted. However, “political 

will sometimes slackens”, and the fossil 

fuel industry has contrary interests, 

he said. The paradigm shift would 

have to happen with as little social 

conflict as possible, he said. Áder 

pointed at Hungary as an example 

of reconciling economic growth and 

curbing emissions. Hungary is one of 

the 21 countries in the world to have 

cut its greenhouse gas emissions while 

growing economically, he said.

NÉMETH: HUNGARY A 
MORE EQUAL SOCIETY 
UNDER CHRISTDEM GOVT

Hungary has achieved greater equality 

under its Christian Democratic 

government since 2010, ensuring better 

care for the disadvantaged in society, 

a lawmaker of the ruling Fidesz party 

said, opening a three-day international 

conference on Roma integration in 

Budapest on Wednesday. Hungary took 

over the chairmanship of the Committee 

of Ministers of the Council of Europe (CoE) 

for six months in May, Zsolt Németh, 

member of the Parliamentary Assembly 

of the Council of Europe (PACE), told the 

event. The chairmanship provides an 

outstanding opportunity for Hungary 

to enforce its interests, especially in the 

field of national and ethnic minority 

rights, including the rights of the Roma 

minority, Németh said, adding that this 

was a priority. Németh said Hungary’s 

national Roma integration strategy 

adopted in 2011 was the country’s 

most comprehensive strategy aimed 

at fighting poverty and integrating its 

Roma community. He underscored the 

government’s commitment towards 

fulfilling these two objectives.

Addressing the opening, Snežana 

Samardžić-Marković, Director General 

of Democracy at the Council of Europe, 

highlighted among the tasks defined 

in the CoE’s 2020-2025 action plan 

combatting the discrimination of 

the Roma and measures against hate 

crime. She called providing quality 

education to Roma children and equal 

rights to Roma women key objectives. 

“School programmes for Roma and 

non-Roma children raise awareness 

that the Roma are an integral part of 

national and European societies and 

highlight that they have contributed 

to common European history and our 

common cultural heritage,” she said. 

László Felkai, the interior ministry’s 

state secretary for security policy, said 

the CoE should play a role in presenting 

the national Roma integration strategies 

of the member states so that they can 

learn about each other’s good practices. 

Attila Sztojka, government commissioner 

for Roma relations, said a job is what 

gives back members of the Roma 

communities self-esteem, noting that 

the employment of Roma people had 

gone up by 50% over the past ten years.

Páter Sztáray, the foreign ministry’s 

state secretary for security policy, said 

the conference aims to raise attention 

to minority issues and the importance 

of inter-religious dialogue. “Hate 

speech, racism and anti-Semitism has 

been on the rise again in many parts 

of western Europe which is why more 

frequent dialogue is needed,” he said.

HUNGARY RECORDS 
501 NEW CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS, 2 DEATHS 

Two patients died of a Covid-related 

illness in the past 24 hours, while 

501 new coronavirus infections 
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were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Wednesday. So far 

5,865,865 people have received a 

first jab, while 5,591,911 have been 

fully vaccinated. Fully 646,000 

Hungarians have received a booster 

jab. The number of active infections 

stands at 7,740, while hospitals are 

treating 406 Covid patients, 46 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

Since the first outbreak, 819,021 

infections have been registered, 

while fatalities have risen to 30,143. 

Fully 781,138 people have made a 

recovery. There are 4,825 people in 

official quarantine, while 6,829,896 

tests have been officially carried out.

BUDAPEST HOUSEHOLDS 
PAYING LOWEST ENERGY 
PRICES IN EU

Households in Budapest paid the 

lowest energy prices among capitals 

of the European Union in August, the 

Hungarian Energy and Public Utility 

Regulatory Authority (HEA) said on 

Wednesday. Hungarians paid 10.63 

euro cents for 1 kWh of electricity in 

August, the lowest price in the EU and 

only outdone by Serbia (8.11 cents/

kWh) among the cities surveyed. 

Electricity was the most expensive 

in Copenhagen, Berlin and London, 

with 33.82 cents, 33.55 cents and 

27.81 cents, respectively, the survey 

said. Household gas prices were at 

2.87 cents for one kWh in Budapest 

in August, the cheapest among the 

capitals surveyed, HEA said. Gas was 

the most expensive in Stockholm 

(22.33 cents), Copenhagen (12.38 

cents) and Amsterdam (10.99 cents). 

For its monthly survey, HEA used data 

harvested by the Finnish VaasaETT, 

comparing 27 capitals of the EU along 

with Belgrade and London.

PÁRBESZÉD PROPOSES 
EXPANDING FREE 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
FOR CHILDREN TO PEST 
COUNTY 

The opposition Párbeszéd party has 

submitted a proposal to parliament 

to making public transport free 

in Pest County for children under 

14. Párbeszéd’s Dávid Dorosz told 

an online news conference on 

Wednesday that the measure, 

which had been “a success” since 

it was introduced in Budapest on 

September 1, would “make life 

easier” for 120,000 children and tens 

of thousands of families in the county. 

The scheme would cost 1.7 billion 

forints (EUR 4.8m), he said. Widening 

the scope of eligibility would help the 

parallel development of Budapest 

and its suburbs, Dorosz, who is 

running for a parliamentary seat in 

Budapest’s 5th district, said. 

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

told the same press conference that 

voter turnout at the first two days of 

the opposition primary “has exceeded 

all expectations”. Some 70,000 people 

voted on each of the first two days, 

he said.  The pre-election campaign 

has been “one of the noblest fights 

we have seen in recent Hungarian 

politics”, Karácsony said. The 

campaign needs candidates who 

can find common ground both with 

undecided and opposition voters, 

Karácsony said. He vowed to “bring 

hope and faith to undecided voters 

especially” if he is elected prime 

ministerial candidate.

DK TO REQUEST ACCESS 
TO CONTRACTS ON 
VENTILATORS, COVID 
TESTS

The Democratic Coalition (DK) will 

submit to Hungarian authorities a 

request for information of public 

interest on state contracts covering 

the purchase, storage and donation 

of ventilators and the stocks of 

coronavirus tests “locked away in 

a warehouse”, a board member 

of the opposition party said on 

Wednesday. Olga Kálmán told an 

online press conference that the 

party had sued earlier the National 

Hospital Directorate because the 

authority “could not give account 

of the whereabouts of some 1.5 

million tests”. “Regarding the issue 

of ventilators, the government 

has cheated on Hungarians three 

times: first by purchasing them 

overpriced, second by storing them 

at enormous costs at a company 

owned by Lőrinc Mészáros and third 

by giving them away as donations,” 

she said. DK will do everything in its 

powers to have access and see for 

themselves onsite the stocks of the 

ventilators and tests, Kálmán said.
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BUDAPEST EXHIBITION 
TO DISPLAY HUNTER, 
TRAVELLER COUNT 
SZÉCHENYI’S EXPEDITION 
PHOTOS

An exhibition showing 200 photos 

by Hungarian hunter, traveller, writer 

Count Zsigmond Széchenyi will 

open in the Budapest Capa Centre 

of contemporary photography on 

September 27, the curator of the show 

said on Wednesday. The pictures were 

taken by the count, a descendant of the 

Hungarian noble Széchenyi family, in 

Hungary and Europe, and during his 

several expeditions to Africa, India and 

Alaska, István Virágvölgyi told public 

television M1. The count compiled his 

photos with a dateline, descriptions 

and short stories in several albums, 

he said. Count Széchenyi also had a 

passion for collecting. Although his 

collection of 1,300 trophies, including 

a world record addax trophy, was 

destroyed in a WW2 bombing raid, 

his 3,500-4,000 volume library on 

hunting including rare pieces has 

been preserved and can be viewed for 

research in the Hungarian Museum of 

Natural History, the curator said. The 

museum also keeps a collection of 

trophies Széchenyi shot during his 

expeditions to Africa in the 1960s, he 

said. The exhibition will be organised to 

coincide with the international hunting 

expo Budapest will host between 

September 25 and October 14.

BUDAPEST BIKE-SHARING 
SCHEME BOASTS RECORD 
RIDERSHIP

Budapest’s upgraded Mol Bubi 

bike-sharing scheme, operated 

by the Budapest Public Transport 

Centre (BKK) with the support of 

Hungarian oil and gas company 

MOL, has attracted a record number 

of riders since its re-launch in the 

spring, BKK said on Wednesday. 

The lighter, more comfortable Mol 

Bubi bikes have been used almost 

850,000 times since their rollout in 

May, well over the full-year record of 

652,000 rides reached in 2015. The 

number of daily rides climbed over 

10,000 on some days in September, 

which means each bike was used 

about eight times daily. That daily 

average usage rate puts Budapest 

on par with cities such as New York 

or Barcelona, where bike-sharing 

schemes average six rides per day 

for every bicycle, BKK said. In light 

of strong demand, BKK will expand 

the Mol Bubi fleet by about 30% this 

year, adding several hundred bikes.


