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At a roundtable discussion on the future of the EU, Gergely Gulyás said Europe was losing its significance on the global 

stage, and singled out Germany as “the only state on the continent that can hold its own in the global economy”. He said, 

however, it was imperative that the country define itself as a member of the bloc, arguing that there was no alternative 

to European cooperation. Gulyás lamented that the bloc had failed to expand its integration to the area of defence and 

establish a joint army. He said that though the integration of the central and eastern European countries had seemed like 

a natural progression in the life of the EU, social and political divides between the older and newer member states still 

persisted. And instead of accepting this, he said, the older member states responded with “total intolerance”. He said the 

EU was “stealthily” taking over more and more powers from member states, leading to constitutional conflicts. Gulyás 

underscored the importance of keeping the bloc together, however, while preserving the distinctiveness of member states.

Although the EU has been unsuccessful in achieving its goals in recent years, global 
economic competition makes it crucial for EU member states to strive for the closest 
possible cooperation, the prime minister’s chief of staff has said.

EUROPEAN COOPERATION ‘INDISPENSABLE’

Presser on parliament’s budget cttee 
meeting

Presser on autumn festival of 
museums
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M
TI

/L
aj

os
 S

oó
s

Zoltán Kovács, state secretary for international communications and relations
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
SELLING ASTRAZENECA 
DOSES TO THAILAND, 
VIETNAM

Hungary is selling to Thailand 

and Vietnam 400,000 doses of 

AstraZeneca vaccine each, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said in on 

Tuesday New York, attending the 

76th session of the United Nations 

General Assembly. Szijjártó said 

Hungary was meeting a request 

from the two south-east Asian 

countries. Hungary’s vaccine 

procurements, he added, had 

been successful since it bought 

from a broader market than 

other European Union countries. 

So Hungary was able to start 

vaccinations early and was the 

first country in Europe to reopen 

its economy Hungary has stocks 

of several million doses, so the 

country can help others just as it 

has done in the past, Szijjártó said. 

It is also in Hungary’s interest to 

have the highest vaccination rate 

in as many countries as possible 

in order to reduce the risk of 

infections for travellers, he added.

Szijjártó said caseload was 

increasing and the fourth wave 

would likely pose a serious 

challenge to every country. 

“There is consensus globally that 

vaccinations are the solution,” 

he said. The more people get 

vaccinated, the less harm the fourth 

wave can cause, he added.

ÁDER: HUNGARY 
MAKING PROGRESS 
IN SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

Despite the pandemic and the 

world’s slow pace in implementing 

its 2015 sustainability goals, Hungary 

in recent years has managed to make 

progress on several of its own related 

goals, President János Áder said in a 

video message to a United Nations 

forum on Monday. The president 

told the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG Moment) forum that the 

capacity of Hungary’s solar power 

plants have increased ten-fold over 

the last five years, adding that this 

trend was set to continue. Solar 

electricity production in Hungary this 

year exceeded coal-based electricity 

production, he said. Hungary plans 

to increase the capacity of its solar 

plants to 6,500 megawatts by 2030 

and to 12,000 megawatts by 2040, 

Áder said, adding that 90% of the 

electricity generated in Hungary 

would be carbon-free by 2030.

Áder said the Planet Budapest 

2021 sustainability expo Hungary 

is hosting between Nov. 29 and 

Dec. 5 this year would demonstrate 

that achieving a turnaround 

in sustainability was not just a 

challenge but also an economic 

opportunity. Hungary’s plans for 

the foreseeable future also include 

doubling the country’s GDP per 

capita while reducing the economy’s 

ecological footprint, he said.

CBANK RAISES BASE RATE 
TO 1.65%

Hungarian rate-setters raised the 

central bank’s base rate by 15 basis 

points to 1.65% at a scheduled 

meeting on Tuesday. The Monetary 

Council slowed the pace of the central 

bank’s tightening cycle after deciding 

on 30bp base rate hikes at policy 

meetings in June, July and August, 

amid spiking inflation. The council 

also decided on Tuesday to raise the 

O/N deposit rate by 15bp to 0.70% and 

the O/N and one-week collateralised 

loan rates by 15bp to 2.6%. The O/N 

deposit rate and the collateralised 

loan rate mark the bottom and the 

top, respectively, of the central bank’s 

“interest rate corridor”. The base rate 

is paid on mandatory reserves and 

preferential deposits.

Commenting on the central bank’s 

latest quarterly Inflation Report, the 

council said inflation was “expected to 

rise further in the autumn months and 

to stay above 5% during the remainder 

of the year”. The gradual pass-through 

of increased commodity prices and 

freight costs into industrial goods 

prices is expected “to be decisive” in 

the case of underlying inflation, while 

core inflation is expected to rise “close 

to 4%” during the rest of the year. The 

policymakers said the effects of the 

bank’s tightening cycles “will be clearly 

felt” in 2022, as inflation starts to fall 

“from the beginning of 2022”, then 

returns to the central bank’s 2-4% 

tolerance band “in the second quarter”. 
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CPI is expected “to stabilise around the 

3% central bank target” in the second 

half of 2022, they added.

ORBÁN HOLDS TALKS 
WITH N MACEDONIA 
CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
LEADERS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, the leader 

of Hungary’s ruling Fidesz, held talks 

with the leaders of North Macedonia’s 

conservative VMRO-DPMNE party 

in his office on Tuesday, the PM’s 

press chief said. At the talks, Orbán 

underscored Hungary’s support for 

North Macedonia’s accession to the 

European Union and for involving the 

Western Balkan country in the ongoing 

series of conferences on the future of 

the bloc, Bertalan Havasi told MTI. The 

talks also touched on the growing 

migration pressure on Europe, with 

the party leaders emphasising the 

importance of cooperation between 

the countries affected by the flow of 

migrants and the need to strengthen 

border protection.  Orbán assured the 

VMRO-DPMNE party’s leader, Hristijan 

Mickoski, of Fidesz’s support in North 

Macedonia’s local elections scheduled 

for next month, Havasi said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: AFGHANISTAN 
SITUATION THREATENING 
WITH NEW MIGRATION 
WAVE

The situation in Afghanistan is 

threatening to trigger a new wave of 

illegal mass migration, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said in New York late 

on Monday, adding that “the foreign 

ministers of European Union countries 

do not seem to have grasped the full 

scope of the danger yet.”

Szijjártó spoke at a meeting of EU 

foreign ministers within the framework 

of the 76th UN General Assembly. The 

minister told reporters on the sidelines 

of the meeting that the “worse 

scenario” seems to be prevailing in 

Afghanistan. The economy is sinking 

into a crisis, a growing number of 

Afghans are in need of humanitarian 

aid, and terror threat is growing, 

he said.  All those factors point to a 

growing threat of illegal migration, 

Szijjártó said. Meanwhile, European 

leaders continue to issue statements 

that “Afghans can interpret as an 

invitation”, Szijjártó said. Several 

member states “even want to organise 

resettlement forums,” he added. “The 

events six years ago have shown us 

that the next step will be mandatory 

quotas, with some talk about family 

reunification already. Unfortunately, 

most EU states have not learnt from 

what happened in Europe in 2015 and 

has been happening since,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Afghanistan’s neighbours 

have made it clear that Afghanistan’s 

problems should be solved locally, he 

said. 

CORONAVIRUS - 5 DEATHS, 
289 NEW INFECTIONS 

Five patients died of a Covid-related 

illness in the past 24 hours, while 

289 new coronavirus infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Tuesday. So far 5,862,458 people have 

received a first jab, while 5,579,231 have 

been fully vaccinated. Fully 626,000 

Hungarians have received a booster 

jab. The number of active infections 

stands at 7,639, while hospitals are 

treating 401 Covid patients, 45 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

Since the first outbreak, 818,520 

infections have been registered, 

while fatalities have risen to 30,141. 

Fully 780,740 people have made a 

recovery. There are 4,302 people in 

official quarantine, while 6,815,778 

tests have been officially carried out.

DOBREV PLEDGES 
RECALCULATION OF 
FOREX LOANS

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has pledged to recalculate 

retail loans denominated in foreign 

currencies if they form the next 

government. Klára Dobrev, the party’s 

candidate for prime minister, told a 

press conference that the government 

had “struck a dishonest deal with 

international financiers” under which 

“banks will not suffer a loss of profit 

or other losses when forex loans 

are converted to forints”. Providing 

compensation to troubled forex loan 

holders would be among the first 

measures of a DK government, Dobrev 

said, adding that the measure would 

also cover mortgages already paid off. 

Eviction and collection procedures 

would also be suspended before 

legislation is passed to ensure “fair 
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compensation”, she added. Dobrev 

said work on a forex compensation 

law was under way, and a draft could 

be completed in October.

In response, ruling Fidesz said that 

Dobrev’s political allies “must not be 

allowed to again destroy Hungarian 

families”. Fidesz accused former PM 

Ferenc Gyurcsány, Dobrev’s husband, 

of having left Hungarians vulnerable 

to harsh banking practices and risky 

forex loans”.

HUNGARY’S INNOVATION 
RISES ON GLOBAL INDEX

Hungary has risen a single place since 

last year in the Global Innovation Index 

which measures the performance 

of 132 economies in terms of their 

innovation. Notwithstanding the 

coronavirus pandemic, Hungary was 

among ten European countries that 

improved on the World Intellectual 

Property Organisation’s (WIPO) 

rankings, based on around 80 

indicators, József Bódis, the ministry 

of innovation and technology’s (ITM) 

state secretary for higher education, 

innovation and vocational training said 

in a statement.

Switzerland, Sweden, the US, UK 

and South Korea topped the list, while 

Hungary is in 34th place overall and 

22nd among 39 European countries, 

ahead of Lithuania, Latvia, Poland, 

Russia and Slovakia. In terms of 

knowledge creation and technological 

results, Hungary was in 20th place 

overall.

Bodis said Hungarian universities 

were also advancing in various 

higher education rankings and, more 

broadly, the WIPO result indicated 

that Hungarian innovation policy was 

on the right track.  The government, 

he said, was steadily increasing RDI 

spending, which exceeds 700 billion 

forints (EUR 2bn), over twice as much as 

in 2010. This year, government support 

totals 182 billion forints for RDI tenders, 

he said.

KARIKÓ TO RECEIVE PAUL 
EHRLICH AND LUDWIG 
DARMSTAEDTER PRIZE

Hungarian-born biochemist Katalin 

Karikó will receive Germany’s most 

prestigious award in medical 

science, the Paul Ehrlich and 

Ludwig Darmstaedter Prize. 

BioNTech and its scientific team 

led by Karikó are acclaimed for 

the research and development of 

mRNA-based vaccines. The prize 

comes with a 120,000 euro reward. 

In a statement, the foundation said 

BioNTech “established a technology 

platform that is likely to initiate a 

paradigm shift in some areas of 

medicine”. “The spectacularly rapid 

development of a highly effective 

vaccine against the coronavirus 

disease COVID-19, which has 

proven to play a decisive role in 

the worldwide containment of the 

SARS-CoV-2 pandemic, has been an 

outstanding success,” the statement 

said.

HUNGARY TO PLAY NEXT 
WORLD CUP QUALIFIER 
BEHIND CLOSED DOORS 

Hungary has been ordered by FIFA 

to play its next World Cup qualifier 

behind closed doors following the 

racist abuse of England’s players by 

Hungarian fans at a match earlier 

this month. Hungary has also been 

issued a second stadium ban that 

will be suspended for a period of two 

years, while the Hungarian Football 

Association (MLSZ) has been fined 

200,000 Swiss francs, FIFA said on 

Tuesday.

After the Sept. 2 match, which 

England won 4-0, the English players 

complained about being loudly 

booed when they had taken the 

knee as a gesture against racism 

before starting, and said plastic cups 

and other objects were thrown onto 

the pitch after each goal as racist 

slogans were chanted. Hungary 

plays its next World Cup qualifier 

against Albania on Oct. 9.


