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In the letter, entitled The persecuted, expelled university in Budapest, Viktor Orbán said: “The time is out of joint! A 

conference has been held in the CEU building on Nádor utca, …in the heart of Budapest”.  He said he had been hearing 

for years “from liberal politicians and their supporters in the media that the Hungarian government has closed down the 

CEU and driven it out of Budapest”. Making reference to news reports, he said an international conference open to the 

press was held on Sept. 16-17 at CEU’s Budapest campus which was attended by prominent representatives from liberal 

academia and political life. “How could such a thing happen? Clearly it is because those who have been campaigning on 

the premise that the university has been shuttered have not been telling the truth,” Orbán said.

“We Hungarians are not surprised: we know how George Soros and his team work. The Hungarian speculator has always 

been adept at making actions against his business enterprises look like appalling social injustices - or even wicked anti-

Semitic attacks against him personally,” he said.

Those who have been campaigning on the premise that the Central European 
University (CEU) has been shuttered have clearly not been telling the truth,  
the prime minister said in his latest “samizdat” letter published also in English.
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KArÁCSONY: CeU 
bUILDING HAS NOt 
DISAppeAreD bUt NO 
CLASSeS HeLD

The Central European University 

building in Budapest has not 

disappeared but education activities 

are not held there and students need 

to go to Vienna to get a CEU degree, 

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

said on Sunday. He reacted to a 

letter by Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

published on Saturday stating that 

those that claim the government had 

forced CEU to close down were not 

telling the truth considering that the 

CEU campus hosted an international 

conference open to the press earlier 

this week. Orbán does not know “the 

difference between a building and 

an institution”, Karácsony said on 

Facebook. 

“The building has not disappeared 

from earth, but this does not mean 

that it can host education activities, 

thanks to legal regulations introduced 

by the Fidesz boys,” he said. In 

addition to conferences held in the 

CEU building in Budapest, research 

activities are under way because 

those have not been banned. 

However, education activities have 

been restricted, Karácsony said. 

He said that universities around 

Hungary would be “taken back” 

from the foundations they have 

been transferred to, a student city 

will be built in Budapest, and “the 

persecution” of CEU will be stopped.

ÁDer reCeIVeS FrIeNDS 
OF HUNGArY DeLeGAteS

President János Áder met delegates of 

the Friends of Hungary Foundation at 

a ceremony in his office in Budapest 

on Friday.

“With reason, talent, will and faith 

we will not only subdue the epidemic 

but also succeed in recovery,” he said. 

The foundation rallies all who have 

faith in the crucial power of personal 

commitment, direct experience and 

recognised achievement, Áder said. 

The president praised the foundation’s 

members for their commitment to 

promoting an authentic, fair picture 

that reflects Hungary’s genuine 

achievements to emerge all over 

the world.  In conclusion, Áder bade 

farewell to the participants, saying that 

next year they would meet a new head 

of state. Friends of Hungary, founded in 

2011, is a community of people living 

abroad who are either of Hungarian 

ancestry or are otherwise connected 

to the country. This year’s meeting was 

the seventh at the presidential palace.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: SeNAtOr 
rOmNeY LAUNCHeD 
‘HArSH AttACK AGAINSt 
DemOCrACY, preSS 
FreeDOm’

The Hungarian foreign minister said 

in a post on Sunday that US senator 

Mitt Romney had launched “a harsh 

attack against press freedom and 

democracy”.

In his post on Facebook, Péter 

Szijjártó said the senator had criticised 

an American journalist for telling his 

own opinion about Hungary, “which 

apparently is not in tune with the 

campaign of lies mounted against 

our country by the liberal mainstream”. 

Szijjártó said the US senator accused 

the Hungarian government of ignoring 

the will of the people “despite the fact 

that the will of the people is expressed 

at an election”. “We were given a 

mandate with a two-thirds support 

three times in a row under an electoral 

system in which everyone has a vote 

with the same weight, regardless of 

where they live,” the foreign minister 

said. “NGOs worrying for democracy 

and press freedom, wake up!”, he said.

preSIDeNt: CreAteD 
WOrLD, FAmILY 
prOteCtION DISCUSSeD 
WItH pOpe FrANCIS

Climate change, the created world and 

the protection of Hungarian families 

were the main topics discussed at a 

meeting with Pope Francis in Budapest 

last Sunday, the Hungarian president 

said on public broadcaster Kossuth 

Radio.

János Áder told Sunday morning’s 

programme that it was his fifth 

meeting with the pope and the third 

occasion to have a longer conversation 

with him.

He said he had first met Pope 

Francis in 2013 to discuss with him the 

protection of the created world when 

this topic was not yet “fashionable at all”.
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Áder said he briefed the pontiff 

about Hungary’s achievements and 

commitments made in environmental 

protection, noting the cleaning of 

rivers and the fact that the forest areas 

of Hungary had doubled over the last 

hundred years. He said he also told the 

pope about Hungary being the first in 

the European Union to adopt a law on 

zero greenhouse emissions by 2050.

The president said he had also 

given Pope Francis an outline of 

the government’s family protection 

measures to reverse “a demographic 

low’ recorded in 2010, noting family tax 

rebates, housing support schemes for 

young couples and benefits granted 

to large families. He said as a result of 

measures, the number of marriages 

and births had increased, while 

abortions had gone down. Áder said 

he had highlighted the significant 

role that church institutions play in 

the protection of families, adding that 

“their presence in health, social care, or 

education is indispensable”.

SemJÉN ADDreSSeS 
rmDSZ CONGreSS  
IN C rOmANIA

Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén 

attended the 15th congress of 

the ethnic Hungarian RMDSZ 

party in Sângeorgiu de Mureș 

(Marosszentgyörgy), in central 

Romania, on Friday. In his address, 

Semjén referred to “confidential” ties 

between RMDSZ and the Hungarian 

government since 2010, adding that 

no relevant government decision 

concerning Romania had been made 

without consulting Hunor Kelemen, 

the head of the party. He added that 

the government was expecting RMDSZ 

to play a crucial role in a reconciliation 

process between the two countries’ 

governments. “All Hungarians have 

an interest in good Hungary-Romania 

ties,” Semjén said. He also said that 

Hungary and Serbia had “completed 

a full historical reconciliation”, adding 

that “if we could do that with Serbia, 

why couldn’t we do the same with our 

Romanian friends?”.

At the congress, Katalin Novák, 

Hungary’s minister in charge of families 

and deputy head of ruling Fidesz, read 

out a letter from Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán. In his letter, the prime minister 

quoted architect Karoly Kos as saying 

“we can only own what we can fight 

for”, and added that it applied to both 

Bucharest and Brussels. “In the fight 

for our language, Christian culture and 

national identity, we, Hungarians, could 

always rely on ourselves only. That 

should encourage us to jointly protect 

the achievements of Hungary’s nation 

policy next spring,” Orbán’s letter said.

DK: 1.5 m COrONAVIrUS 
teStS ‘LOCKeD AWAY 
FrOm pUbLIC’

Some 1.5 million coronavirus tests 

are warehoused in Hungary, “locked 

away, unused, from the public,” a board 

member of the opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) said on Friday. Olga 

Kálmán told a press conference that 

last year DK had submitted a request 

for information of public interest on 

the number and route of coronavirus 

tests that the foreign ministry had 

channelled into the health-care 

system. The data obtained showed 

that the national health-care supply 

centre “could not account for some 

1.5 million tests,” she said. The party 

sued the National Hospital Directorate, 

and the “the results showed the 

missing tests were gathering dust in 

a warehouse,” she said. 

“Meanwhile, people are requested 

to pay nearly 20,000 forints [EUR 57] 

for tests at every turn,” Kálmán said.

DK has been demanding mass 

testing since the coronavirus pandemic 

started, “but the government refuses to 

act responsibly and does not attempt 

to protect the health of Hungarians,” 

she said.

DK tO reStrICt preSIDeNt’S 
pArDONING pOWerS

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) will initiate restricting the 

president’s powers to grant pardon 

from the time of announcing the 

elections to ninety days after the 

elections, party lawmaker Gyula 

Molnár said on Saturday.

One of the most important tasks 

of the next government will be 

calling to account people linked 

to the Orbán government and the 

pardoning rights of the president will 

play an important role in this, Molnar 

told a press conference streamed on 

Facebook. The party’s proposal aims to 

prevent the ruling “Fidesz-appointed” 
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president from offering pardon during 

the transitional period to “thief Fidesz 

politicians, their family members and 

oligarchs,” he added.

SOCIALIStS: eU bODY tO 
ASSeSS reQUeSt FOr 
ImmUNItY CertIFICAte 
tO eASterN VACCINe 
reCIpIeNtS

A European Union body will assess a 

Hungarian request to extend immunity 

certificates to recipients of eastern 

vaccines against the coronavirus if 

they get an EU-recognised booster jab, 

István Ujhelyi, an MEP of the opposition 

Socialists, said on Sunday. Ujhelyi told a 

press conference streamed on Facebook 

that he had been lobbying the European 

Commission to allow Hungarian citizens 

who had been vaccinated with non 

EU-recognised Chinese and Russian 

jabs to get an EU immunity certificate 

once they take out a booster jab. 

He said he had received a written 

response from EC President Ursula von 

der Leyen stating that the issue would 

be discussed by the EU health security 

committee. The committee is made up 

of representatives of EU member states’ 

health authorities, including a Hungarian 

delegate who will have “to fight to make 

other member states understand the 

problems essentially caused by the 

government that now affect hundreds 

of thousands of Hungarians,” Ujhelyi 

said. “I’ve done everything I could in 

my power as an MEP, now it’s up to the 

government to make the necessary 

efforts,” he added.

StAte SeCretArY 
INAUGUrAteS 
reFUrbISHeD GermAN 
mINOrItY SCHOOL  
IN SOprON

The national self-governments of 

Hungary’s German minority have taken 

over a great deal of tasks over the past 

ten years which has brought about 

significant changes in the minority’s 

cultural life and education, a state 

secretary of the prime minister’s office 

said in Sopron on Sunday, where 

he inaugurated the upgraded local 

German primary school building. While 

the German community in Hungary 

operated only a few schools in 2010, 

they today operate 67, Miklós Soltész, 

state secretary for church and minority 

relations, said at the ceremony. He 

noted that German self-government 

run nurseries, primary and secondary 

schools today educate 13,200 children. 

The refurbished school in Sopron has 800 

pupils, he said. For the renovation the 

government has provided 190 million 

forints (EUR 540,000) which has been 

matched with 80 million by the German 

national self-government, he said.

Imre Ritter, the speaker representing 

the German minority in the Hungarian 

parliament, said at the ceremony 

that several billion forints worth of 

upgrades of institutions operated by 

minority self-governments are under 

way in Hungary. “A priority in minority 

public education is to ensure that we 

can preserve our cultural identity in 

the future,” he said.

FINANCe mINISter: GOVt 
AImS tO Keep HUNGArY 
ON GrOWtH pAtH

To keep Hungary on a growth path the 

government must launch its economic 

recovery and resilience programme 

in all parts of the country, Finance 

Minister Mihály Varga said on Friday.

As Hungary does not have time 

to wait for Brussels to approve its 

post-pandemic recovery plan, the 

government will use credit to finance 

its own 2,500 billion forint (EUR 7bn) 

recovery programme, the minister 

said at the Jasz-Expo and Festival in 

Jaszapati, in central Hungary. Hungary 

can continue debating Brussels 

regarding the recovery plan, “but we 

are entitled to these funds, Varga said, 

adding that once the disputes had 

been settled and Hungary receives the 

money, it would be able to pay it back 

quicker. The aim is to keep Hungary 

on a growth path and preserve the 

economic achievements of the past 

years, Varga said. “The crisis made it 

clear that the good governments 

are the ones that are the quickest to 

react, and that is what the Hungarian 

government did,” he said.

Varga said Hungary had been one of 

the fastest growing economies prior 

to the outbreak of the pandemic. The 

country’s annual growth rate averaged 

4.1% between 2014 and 2019, while the 

European Union average growth rate 

was 2.1%. Hungary had a balanced 

budget and the public debt was 

reduced from 80% to 65% of GDP, 
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he said. Varga noted that Hungary’s 

economy grew by 4.6% in 2019. In 

the second quarter of 2021, growth 

exceeded pre-pandemic levels, the 

minister said, noting that only six EU 

countries had accomplished this feat. 

Industrial output was up 17% in the 

first half of the year, Varga said.

NAtIONAL tHeAtre’S 
VIDNYÁNSZKY OFFerS 
DIALOGUe tO reNOWNeD 
US DIreCtOr rObert 
WILSON

National Theatre director Attila 

Vidnyánszky said on Saturday that 

he was ready for a dialogue with 

renowned US stage director Robert 

Wilson who had published a letter and 

offered half of his artist fee received 

from Hungary’s MITEM Festival 

to the FreeSZFE initiative. A stage 

production by Wilson is included in 

the international theatre festival’s 

programme but Wilson had cancelled 

his personal attendance at the event 

citing health issues. 

Vidnyánszky, who is the director 

of the MITEM Festival and also 

heads the new supervisory board 

appointed at the SZFE Budapest 

University of Theatre and Film Arts 

by the government, said that Wilson’s 

statement was also an indication that 

they shared an interest in issues of 

public life and society. The diversity 

of opinions is crucial for discussing 

such issues and the publication of 

Wilson’s letter is also proof that he is 

free to express his opinion in Hungary, 

Vidnyánszky said.  He said at the same 

time, that Wilson’s letter showed 

that he had been informed in a one-

sided way. Vidnyánszky added that 

he was ready for a dialogue with the 

renowned US director. Wilson said in 

his statement dated September 17 that 

while he was happy that his work could 

be seen by the people of Budapest, 

he would donate half of his artist fee, 

received from the National MITEM 

Festival to the FreeSZFE initiative.

“It is with much regret and sorrow 

that I have been watching the freedom 

of artistic expression and education 

be restricted by the current national 

government of Hungary,” he said. “The 

so-called ‘model change’ at the SZFE 

University, which was carried out last 

year, was an undemocratic attack on 

the University’s autonomy,” he added. 

Wilson also said that he would join a 

conversation with FreeSZFE students 

in the coming weeks.

HUNGArIAN NAtIONAL 
breAKS GUINNeSS reCOrD 
FOr mOSt teNNIS rACKetS 
StrUNG IN 24 HOUrS

Hungarian tennis club owner Zsolt 

Velcz has broken the Guinness World 

Record for the most tennis rackets 

strung in 24 hours. He strung 84 

tennis rackets in 24 hours, beating 

the previous record of 71 set in 

2018 by Dutch pro tour stringer Tim 

Rothengatter. Velcz, who has been 

stringing tennis rackets for almost 40 

years, already broke Rothengatter’s 

record in the 20th hour of his 

attempt. The 70th tennis racket he 

strung belonged to Austria’s US Open 

winner Dominic Thiem, the 71st to 

Hungarian four-time Grand Slam 

Doubles winner Tímea Babos, while 

the record-breaking 72nd racket 

belonged to top Hungarian player 

Márton Fucsovics.


