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Marking the 15th anniversary of the leaking of the speech by then-Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsány which was followed 

by protests in Budapest, Orbán said „it had been a terrifying moment of Hungarian politics”.  Gyurcsány had “created that 

situation, he delivered the speech, lied to the people and came to power through lies…” yet “he has remained the leader 

of the Left until this day”, Orbán said in an interview with public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió.

“The past still living with us and keeps trying to return,” Orbán said. He insisted that the Socialist-Liberal government had 

stripped the elderly of their thirteen month’s pension and stopped supporting families, while they “doubled, tripled” the 

price of household gas and electricity. The incumbent government, however, “returned all” with a re-established family 

assistance system, reintroduced housing subsidies and wage hikes, the prime minister said. “Once pensioners get back 

their 13th month pensions, we can say that we have left behind the whole Őszöd speech,” he added.

People in protests following the leaked “Őszöd speech” in 2006 were “not only beaten 
and left in blood”, the then-government also “deceived voters and ruled against them”, 
coupled with economic measures, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said.

OrbÁN: SOCIALISt GOVt ’tUrNeD AGAINSt peOpLe’
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The exhibition “Amenhotep II and his Age” at the Budapest Museum of Fine Arts
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OrbÁN: NAtL CONSULtAtION 
OppOrtUNItY FOr peOpLe 
tO VOICe CONCerNS 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán highlighted 

the significance of the government’s 

recent National Consultation public 

survey in an interview on public 

radio on Friday. “A difficult decade is 

ahead of us; we will have migration 

and epidemics and we need to get 

prepared and it is good if the people 

are given an opportunity to indicate 

what are the solid points they insist on,” 

Orbán said. Concerning topics in the 

survey, Orbán mentioned minimum 

wages, Hungary’s capability to 

produce coronavirus vaccines, as well 

as the issue of families. Elaborating on 

the latter, he said that the European 

Parliament “would transfer the 

education of children from parents 

to political activists, an endeavour 

we must oppose”. He also called for 

standing the course against the EU over 

migration and support for Hungary’s 

rights and sovereignty.  The prime 

minister said that a recent exchange 

with Pope Francis in Budapest had 

“reaffirmed” him, and quoted the 

pontiff as saying that “Hungary’s fight 

to protect families” was one of the 

most important efforts for Europe’s 

future. He said that the pope had been 

“straight and tough” in saying that the 

family could not be relativised, and 

insisted that families were formed by 

“mother, father and child; full stop”.

The pope also “sees that there are 

great forces at work, especially in 

Brussels... and he spoke as firmly as I 

have perhaps never been able to. He 

said that relativisation of the family 

must not be allowed... and added ‘go 

ahead’, do it, and we will do so,” Orbán 

said.

Regarding the coronavirus 

pandemic, he highlighted the 

importance of protection against the 

coronavirus and said that “it is better 

to get a booster jab than not to get 

it”. A third jab is available to anyone 

within two weeks of registration, no 

matter where they live in the country, 

Orbán said. The severity of the fourth 

wave of the coronavirus epidemic will 

depend on the country’s vaccination 

rate, he added. People who refuse to 

get vaccinated are in danger of getting 

infected, he said, urging people of all 

ages to take up vaccination. At the 

same time, he said the government 

would not make vaccination 

mandatory over the board, because 

“Hungarians would not tolerate that”.

Meanwhile, Orbán said Hungary 

remained financially stable after 

the pandemic, “no matter what 

Brussels does”, and all post-pandemic 

developments can be started in time. 

The funding provided by Brussels to 

EU member states for post-pandemic 

recovery is all credit and if Brussels 

denies the allocation to Hungary for 

political reasons, “we will go to the 

money market alone to make up for 

the missing resources”, Orbán said. This 

job has been performed “brilliantly” by 

the finance minister, Mihály Varga, who 

has brought this loan to Hungary “in a 

complicated scheme” under perhaps 

the most favorable terms of all time, 

he said.

Orbán said more people held jobs 

in Hungary currently than at any 

point since 1990, which is partly why 

the economy works well. “Everyone 

should be aware that since 2010, we 

have built a labour-based economy, 

replacing Gyurcsány’s benefits-

based Socialist-type policies which 

encouraged people not to work,” he 

added. The labour-based economy can 

be coupled with high living standards 

if Hungary has access to the EU market 

of 400 million euros, he said. As a result, 

“we will be among the last ones to 

leave the EU even if it once comes to 

an end”, Orbán said.

ÁDer DISCUSSeS 
mIGrAtION, pUbLIC 
Debt WItH ItALIAN 
COUNterpArt

President János Áder discussed ways 

to handle migration at a meeting with 

Italian counterpart Sergio Mattarella 

on Thursday. They were in agreement 

that handling migration should not 

be exclusively a European Union task. 

Áder told Hungarian journalists after 

the meeting that there is consensus 

in the EU that the most important task 

for handling migration was prevention. 

He said he concurred with Mattarella 

that the issue of migration should 

be resolved in the EU in a controlled 

and planned way. The EU cannot 

be expected to take the problems 

of Asia and Africa “on its shoulders” 

and single-handedly finance the 
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aid programmes that are needed 

to prevent migration. Áder said he 

also agreed that there were well-off 

countries in the world outside the EU 

that could contribute to a financial or 

investment fund to help resolve the 

migration crisis.

Concerning the public debt crisis, 

Áder noted that Italy had suffered 

from significant deficit before the 

coronavirus pandemic and it had 

further increased during the Covid 

period. Áder said when such large EU 

countries as Italy, Greece and France 

faced serious public debt crises, 

resolving them presented the EU 

with a formidable task. Áder attended 

an Arraiolos Group meeting on 

Wednesday in Rome where 14 heads 

of state discussed the EU’s strategic 

autonomy and its future.

FIDeSZ mepS reStOreD 
tO ep COmmItteeS 

The twelve MEPs of Hungary’s 

ruling Fidesz party have regained 

the committee seats they lost this 

March, when the Fidesz group left 

the European People’s Party, the 

delegation told MTI on Friday. The 

move announced on Thursday at the 

EP plenary session “marks the end of 

an antidemocratic and unlawful status 

quo which stopped Fidesz MEPs from 

participating in the committee work 

they are entitled to,” the statement 

said. EP group head Tamás Deutsch 

said “the Fidesz MEPs’ stance, 

represented resiliently and decidedly 

over a period of months, has prevailed 

over the will of the Leftist majority: 

we can return to policy work and 

represent Hungarian interests in the 

committees”. “The EP’s Leftist 

majority uses a bad-faith, flawed logic 

to demand adherence to the rule of 

law, and keeps preaching about rule 

of law concerns in member states. 

Yet it has bolstered an unlawful and 

antidemocratic status quo by refusing 

to make a decision on the Fidesz 

group’s committee seats,” Deutsch 

said.

eU ApprOVeS 2022-2027 
reGIONAL AID mAp FOr 
HUNGArY

The European Commission has 

approved, under European Union 

state aid rules, Hungary’s map for 

granting regional aid from 1 January 

2022 to 31 December 2027, the EC said. 

Hungary’s regional aid map defines 

the Hungarian regions eligible for 

regional investment aid based on 

being the most disadvantaged regions, 

and establishes the maximum aid 

intensities in the eligible regions, the 

EC said. Under the revised Regional 

aid Guidelines (RAG), regions covering 

82.09% of the population of Hungary 

will be eligible for regional investment 

aid. Such regions are all among the 

most disadvantaged in the EU, with 

a GDP per capita below 75% of EU 

average, it added.

The maximum aid intensities for 

large enterprises in the regions of 

Pest, southern Transdanubia, northern 

Hungary and the northern Great 

Plains is 50%, and for the regions of 

central Transdanubia and western 

Transdanubia it is 30%.

“In these areas, the maximum 

aid intensities can be increased 

by 10 percentage points for 

investments made by medium-sized 

enterprises and by 20 percentage 

points for investments made by 

small enterprises, for their initial 

investments with eligible costs up 

to 50 million euros,” the statement 

added. “The revised RAG, adopted 

by the Commission on 19 April 2021 

and entering into force on 1 January 

2022, enable Member States to 

support the least favoured European 

regions in catching up and to reduce 

disparities in terms of economic well-

being, income and unemployment 

– cohesion objectives that are at the 

heart of the Union,” it said.  “They 

also provide increased possibilities 

for Member States to support 

regions facing transition or structural 

challenges such as depopulation, to 

contribute fully to the green and 

digital transitions,” the statement 

added.

OeCD repOrt pUtS 
HUNGArIAN eDUCAtION 
ON pAr WItH HIGHeSt 
perFOrmerS DUrING 
pANDemIC, SAYS mINIStrY

The Hungarian education system 

provided high-quality services 

during the coronavirus pandemic, 

on par with the leading countries of 

the world, according to the OECD’s 
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Education at a Glance 2021 report, 

the human resources ministry said on 

Friday. The Organization for Economic 

Cooperation and Development 

published its report on the education 

system in member states on Thursday. 

The survey analyses the challenges and 

developments the sector faced until 

May this year.

The ministry said Hungary sought 

to curb the effects of the pandemic 

and to support lagging students by 

introducing digital equipment and 

content into the curriculum and by 

ensuring tutoring for vulnerable 

students when in-person teaching 

became possible. The measures were 

similar to those undertaken in “the 

most developed countries of the 

world”, the ministry said. The report 

also noted Hungary’s targeted aid 

for the sector, such as continuing to 

provide school meals at a discount 

or for free during the pandemic, and 

allowances for teachers working to 

prevent dropouts in disadvantaged 

regions, the ministry said. Hungary 

was one of the 18 countries offering 

a targeted inoculation campaign for 

teachers, the ministry said.

The report showed that the number 

of people aged 18-24 without a job and 

not attending school has grown almost 

everywhere during the pandemic. In 

Hungary, that growth was significantly 

smaller than the average, the ministry 

said. While the ratio of young people 

without a job or school has grown to 

16.1% form 14.4% in OECD countries, 

Hungary saw a growth from 14.5% to 

15%, the ministry said.

JUStICe mINISter mArKS 
15tH ANNIVerSArY OF 
GYUrCSÁNY SpeeCH LeAK

Justice Minister Judit Varga said on 

Friday that “it was revealed on this 

day 15 years ago” that former Prime 

Minister Ferenc Gyurcsány and his allies 

had lied “morning, noon and night”, 

and instead of governing, they misled 

everyone while bringing Hungary to 

the brink of bankruptcy.  In the speech 

leaked on September 17 in 2006, the 

previous Socialist prime minister 

is heard telling the party group at a 

meeting held in Balatonőszöd behind 

closed doors that they had lied about 

the state of the economy to win the 

general election.  In a Facebook post 

also published in English, Varga said 

that “following the leak of his speech 

in Őszöd, Gyurcsány, who still controls 

the opposition, pushed Hungary into 

the deepest rule of law and moral crisis 

since the regime change”. 

HUNGArY reCOrDS 
479 NeW COrONAVIrUS 
INFeCtIONS, FIVe DeAtHS 

Five patients died over the past 24 hours 

of a Covid-related illness, while 479 new 

coronavirus infections were registered, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday. So far 

5,855,039 people have received a first 

jab, while 5,564,586 have been fully 

vaccinated. Fully 590,000 Hungarians 

have already received a booster jab. 

The number of active infections stands 

at 7,259, while hospitals are treating 

353 Covid patients, 41 of whom need 

respiratory assistance. Since the first 

outbreak, 817,159 infections have been 

registered, while fatalities have risen to 

30,123. Fully 779,777 people have made 

a recovery. There are 4,605 people in 

official quarantine, while 6,768,975 tests 

have been officially carried out. So far, 

most infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed by 

the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, 

Győr-Moson-Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

CZeCH HIStOrIAN 
reCeIVeS HUNGArIAN 
StAte AWArD

Czech historian  František Hýbl received 

a Hungarian Gold Cross of Merit state 

award at an event in Prague on Thursday 

evening. The award was granted by 

President János Áder in recognition 

of Hýbl’s efforts to reveal the injustices 

committed against Hungarians and 

Germans after world war two and his 

work to nurture the memory of civilian 

victims. The award was presented 

to Hybl by Hungarian Ambassador 

Miklós Boros at a ceremony held in the 

Liszt Institute. A documentary dubbed 

Genocide in Pozsonyligetfalu was 

shown as part of the event.

SZIJJÁrtÓ INAUGUrAteS 
SCHAeFFLer pLANt  
IN WeSterN HUNGArY

Trade turnover between Hungary 

and Germany is expected to hit a 

record and surpass 60 billion euros 

this year, Péter Szijjártó, the minister 
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of foreign affairs and trade, said on 

Friday in Szombathely in western 

Hungary, where he attended the 

inauguration of a new plant of the 

Schaeffler Group.  The factory of 

the German conglomerate will 

manufacture electric car parts, and 

will create 200 new jobs, Szijjártó 

said. The government supported the 

23.5 billion forint (EUR 67.1m) green-

field investment with a 5 billion forint 

grant, he added. Schaeffler currently 

has 3,000 employees in Hungary, he 

said.

The electric car industry “is 

the future”, Szijjártó said at the 

event. Hungary has seen 34 large 

investments in the sector in the past 

five years, he said. It is also the 13th 

largest car part exporter in the world, 

with cutting-edge technology that 

continues to draw further investors, 

he said. Szijjártó called Hungarian-

German economic ties a “success 

story”, noting that some 6,000 

German companies currently employ 

300,000 Hungarians.

mItem INtL tHeAtre 
FeStIVAL tO FeAtUre 19 
tItLeS FrOm 12 COUNtrIeS

The 7th Madach International Theatre 

Meeting (MITEM) will feature 19 

productions from 12 countries and 

concerts, exhibitions and film screening, 

the organisers said on Friday.

The theatre festival will open on 

September 17 with Oedipus, an 

adaptation of Sophocles’ Oedipus 

Tyrannos directed by Robert Wilson. 

The guest of honour at this year’s 

event is Greek director Theodoros 

Terzopoulos, the founder of the Theatre 

Olympics set up to promote theatrical 

exchange. His two pieces, Alarme and 

Ajax, the Madness will be performed by 

the Attis Theatre of Athens on October 

7 and 9, respectively. Internationally 

acclaimed Russian theatre director 

Anatoly Vasiliev will give a master course 

at the festival and his philosophical film 

essay ASINo (Doneky) will be shown in 

the Urania cinema on September 22.  

The programme for October 1 and 2 

includes Bells and Spells, a comedy 

directed by Victoria Thierrée-Chaplin, 

Charlie Chaplin’s daughter.  The festival 

will close with Maxim Gorky’s Children 

of the Sun, directed by Nicholay Roschin 

and performed by Saint Petersburg’s 

Alexandrinsky Theatre on October 9.

tUrKISH peOpLe 
SmUGGLer SeNteNCeD  
tO 5 YeArS IN prISON

A local court in north-western Hungary 

has sentenced a Turkish national to 

five years in prison for smuggling 45 

Syrian illegal migrants in his truck. A 

spokesman for the court said that the 

defendant had charged the migrants 

5,000 euros for helping them cross 

from Hungary into Austria. Hungarian 

police, however, stopped the truck on 

motorway M1, and detained the driver 

and the passengers. According to the 

appealable sentence, the Turkish man 

has also been banned from Hungary 

for 10 years.


