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The government will not change its position on the issue of child protection, Kocsis said after a meeting of the ruling parties. 

He insisted that Brussels was “blackmailing Hungary by withholding recovery money” and vowed to hold a popular vote 

“on these issues”. “The Hungarian people will decide the matter,” the Fidesz politician said. Referring to the government’s 

decision to fund programmes that would ordinarily receive EU monies until the funding is made available, he said it was 

“the right thing to launch our own programmes during the transition period.” Kocsis said that at the group meeting Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán said central European countries were visibly doing better than the rest of the bloc in making an 

economic recovery, noting that Hungary’s economy was likely to grow by an annual 7% or more this year.Meanwhile, 

commenting on the 2022 general election campaign, he said the fact that Ferenc Gyurcsány, the former Socialist prime 

minister, was actively involved on the left would “fire up” the conservative base rather than discouraging it.

The Hungarian people “will decide on the issue of child protection in a referendum, 
not Brussels,” Máté Kocsis, the head of the Fidesz parliamentary group, has said.

FIDESZ PLEDGES VOTE ON CHILD PROTECTION

FM Szijjártó attends opening of 
Schaeffler plant in Szombathely

Coronavirus updates
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Rock band Tankcsapda concert in Debrecen Stadium
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ORBÁN WARNS AGAINST 
‘RETURN OF GYURCSÁNY 
ERA’

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán warned 

against “the return of the Gyurcsány 

era” at a meeting of the Fidesz and 

Christian Democrats parliamentary 

group. According to the online 

edition of the daily Magyar Nemzet, 

the prime minister and leader of 

ruling Fidesz opened the group 

meeting in Esztergom, in northern 

Hungary, by telling lawmakers 

about the tasks lying ahead in the 

coming months in preparation 

for next spring’s general election. 

“Orbán is already in campaign 

mode and is expecting the same” 

from his fellow politicians, Magyar 

Nemzet said. “The opponent we 

need to defeat again is the same 

old one; the one we managed to 

defeat once already, in 2010. This 

time, it is not a new left that is 

preparing to govern here, but the 

Gyurcsány era wants to return,” 

Orbán said, referring to the head 

of the Democratic Coalition, Ferenc 

Gyurcsány, who headed a Socialist 

government between 2004 

and 2009. “Whoever has doubts 

should only look at Budapest, 

with [Budapest Mayor Gergely] 

Karácsony in the limelight, and 

Gyurcsány’s people with the cash 

box in the background,” he said. 

“Don’t forget they had stripped 

the people of a month’s wages 

and pensions, they ... nearly 

tripled utility fees, scrapped home 

purchase subsidies and ... raised 

taxes,” Orbán warned.

Orbán also talked about “the 

ongoing battle” with Brussels over 

migration and its “LGBTQ propaganda”, 

cautioning lawmakers that “the 

situation is dangerous, threatening 

our children and grandchildren, and 

our future”. “This is the last minute 

for us to avoid this trap and protect 

our children,” he said. Orbán asked 

lawmakers “to be honest and straight 

with Hungarians” and tell them that 

attacks by Brussels had been mounted 

against Hungary because “having 

rejected migration, we also dared 

to say no to LGBTQ-propaganda”. 

Regarding the coronavirus pandemic, 

Orbán said “the vaccines work, 

Hungary works”. Hungary was the 

first country to make booster shots 

available for its citizens, he noted. Less 

than one percent of those inoculated 

contract the virus, and very few of 

them need hospital treatment, he 

added.

POPE FRANCIS 
PRAISES HUNGARIANS’ 
‘ECUMENICAL SPIRIT, 
FAMILY PROTECTION, 
ECOLOGICAL AWARENESS’

Pope Francis praised the “ecumenical 

spirit, family protection and ecological 

awareness” of Hungarians in an 

informal discussion with journalists 

on Wednesday evening. The pontiff 

said aboard the flight from Slovakia 

to Vatican City that “complaints” 

about his one-day visit to Budapest, 

where he celebrated the closing 

mass of the 52nd Eucharistic 

Congress on Sunday, were based on 

a “misunderstanding”. The visit to 

Slovakia had been organised earlier, 

which limited his time in Hungary, 

he said. The pope noted he had met 

Hungarian President János Áder for 

the third time on Sunday. “I promised 

the president to look into another 

visit to Hungary next year or some 

other year,” he said. Regarding the 

meeting with the president and Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán, the pontiff said 

that the 40-minute meeting was 

“held in a friendly atmosphere,” and 

focused in part on environmental 

issues. “I salute Hungarians’ ecological 

awareness,” he said. Pope Francis said 

they also discussed Hungary’s family 

protection measures. “While worries 

of a demographic winter are rising 

in Western Europe”, Francis said he 

had seen “many young couples and 

children” in Hungary and Slovakia. 

Among other topics, Francis also 

touched on LGBTQ rights. He said 

governments had a duty to “aid same-

sex couples living together and protect 

their rights”, but said “that has nothing 

to do with the sacrament of marriage”. 

“We have to respect everyone, but 

please do not ask the church to deny 

its own truths,” he said. During the 

talks, Francis was handed a letter 

from Edith Bruck, a Hungarian-born 

Holocaust survivor. In that context, the 

pope warned that anti-Semitism was 

on the rise. It “is making a resurgence, 

it is fashionable,” he said.
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JUSTICE MINISTER: EU  
HAS NO SAY IN EDUCATION 
OF HUNGARIAN CHILDREN

The European Union cannot dictate 

how Hungarians should educate 

their children, Justice Minister Judit 

Varga said, adding that the EU’s 

treaties and the European Charter of 

Fundamental Rights were clear on 

the matter. Varga said in a Facebook 

post also published in English that 

the European Commission launched 

an infringement procedure against 

Hungary in July. “They try to punish 

us only because we don’t let the 

LGBTQ lobby into Hungarian schools 

and kindergartens,” she said. Hungary 

sent its reply to the EC’s formal notice 

to Thierry Breton, the Commissioner 

for Internal Market, detailing the 

Hungarian government’s position on 

the infringement procedure and the 

“material and professional errors” in the 

EC’s formal notice, Varga said.

Hungary will protect its culture, 

national identity and the family values 

deeply connected with those values, 

she said. “This right is guaranteed by 

both EU and international law.” “We 

keep ensuring that only parents can 

decide how to raise their own child. 

No one can force them to let their 

child receiving sexual information 

without their approval or facing 

harmful content that is inappropriate 

for their age,” Varga said. Sex education 

classes will be held by “by qualified 

personnel in the presence of a teacher,” 

she said. “We reject categorically the 

assumption that the purpose of the law 

would be exclusion or discrimination, 

it is only about the upbringing of 

Hungarian children and the protection 

of minors. The law does not interfere 

in the life of adults in any way, it 

does not violate the rights of sexual 

minorities in any way,” Varga said. 

Hungary’s fundamental law prohibits 

discrimination and exclusion of 

minorities, and Hungarian laws “strictly 

punish” such actions, she said.

GULYÁS: VON DER LEYEN’S 
STATE OF THE EU SPEECH 
‘HUGE DISAPPOINTMENT’

The speech Ursula von der Leyen 

delivered on the state of the 

European Union in the European 

Parliament on Wednesday was a 

“huge disappointment”, Gergely 

Gulyás, the prime minister’s chief of 

staff, told MTI. The president of the 

European Commission (EC) failed to 

address the most important issues or 

put forward a plan to stop Europe’s 

competitive backsliding on the 

global stage, Gulyás said. Instead of 

prioritising the protection of Europe’s 

borders and halting migration, 

Von der Leyen was pursuing a pro-

migration policy, he added. Also, 

the EC was overstepping its powers 

by interfering in the child and family 

protection laws of a member state, 

Gulyás said. “It’s untenable that the 

commission trumpets the success 

of its crisis management while only 

some member states have access to 

the EU’s post-pandemic economic 

recovery funds,” he said, adding that 

this approach distorted competition 

within the bloc. Gulyás insisted that the 

commission has broken the terms by 

which member states such as Hungary 

had consented to establishing the 

recovery fund, said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ ACCUSES 
SWEDISH PM OF ‘LYING’ 
ABOUT SITUATION  
IN HUNGARY

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó on 

Thursday accused Swedish Prime 

Minister Stefan Lofven of “lying” 

about the situation in Hungary. “The 

failed Swedish prime minister once 

again wanted to lecture Hungarians 

and Poles about democracy and he 

launched an unscrupulous volley 

of lies in parliament, not for the first 

time,” about “circumstances” in 

Hungary and Poland, Szijjártó said on 

Facebook. “It is of course no accident 

that Stefan Lofven will have to leave 

his post in November,” considering 

that “he has obviously lost control”, 

he added. “Public safety is a thing of 

the past in Sweden, crime rates are 

sky high, 366 shootings have been 

registered, and the number of violent 

crimes committed by migrants is 

constantly rising; most recently even 

small children playing outdoors 

were shot during gang warfare,” 

Szijjártó said. Incitement against 

Jewish communities is left without 

consequences and migrants set fire to 

a synagogue in Göteborg, he added. 

“We understand the frustration that 
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the Swedish prime minister must feel 

by all these things, but perhaps he 

would not have failed had he focused 

more on governing his own country 

instead of lecturing us,” Szijjártó added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ PRAISES 
COOPERATION WITH 
TURKIC COUNCIL

Cooperation with the member 

states of the Turkic Council has 

resulted in mutual help during 

the coronavirus pandemic, while 

doubling Hungary’ trade volume 

with the region compared with 

2010, Péter Szijjártó, the minister of 

foreign affairs and trade, said in Khiva, 

Uzbekistan. Speaking at a meeting 

of the International Organisation of 

Turkic Culture (TÜRKSOY), Szijjártó 

noted that Hungary’s trade with the 

member states has reached an annual 

four billion dollars.

Strengthening international 

relationships hinges on reaching 

young people, Szijjártó said, noting 

that Hungary offers 850 grants for 

students from Turkic Council member 

states each year. This year, some 4,900 

students applied, he said.

Meanwhile, the “failure of the 

international intervention in 

Afghanistan” has put the region in 

the limelight and created a “very 

worrisome” security situation, he 

said. Fears of another wave of illegal 

migration are justified, he said. 

“The Hungarian government sees 

statements encouraging Afghans 

to leave their country as extremely 

irresponsible,” he said. Hungary will not 

support decisions likely to destabilise 

the region, he added.

Hungary, he said, was committed 

to strengthening ties with TÜRKSOY. 

Despite the geographic distance 

between the countries, Hungary has 

always nurtured deep ties with the 

Central Asian region and Turkey, he 

said, noting the nation’s central Asian 

origins, and the work of Hungarian 

turcologist Ármin Vámbéry, who spent 

time in Khiva during his travels in the 

19th century. Talks are under way on 

an exhibition of Vámbéry’s work in the 

city, he said.

Speaking to reporters after meeting 

Azeri, Uzbek and Turkish ministers, 

Szijjártó said “there was consensus 

in Central Asia” that the crisis in 

Afghanistan needs to be tackled 

locally. “There is a humanitarian crisis in 

the country with four million internally 

displaced people and an instable 

political situation,” he said.

Szijjártó said a mass exodus was a 

“realistic scenario”, which he said would 

pose serious security threats. He said 

migrants could easily reach Turkey, 

where a construction of a wall on the 

Iranian border is still under way. “The 

next step is the Western Balkans and 

the Hungarian border can be easily 

reached from there,” Szijjártó said. 

While the Hungarian government is 

prepared to handle a wave of migrants 

at the country’s southern border, it 

would be best to avoid that situation, 

he said. “Alongside the countries in the 

region, Hungary calls for the challenges 

in Afghanistan to be handled within 

the country. We also ask EU officials 

... and Western European political 

leaders to refrain from irresponsible 

statements encouraging waves of 

illegal migration,” he said.

FIDESZ MEPS SLAM 
INITIATIVE ON MAKING 
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE 
A CRIME UNDER EU LAW

Ruling Fidesz MEPs said on Thursday 

that the European Parliament initiative 

on making gender-based violence a 

crime under EU law aims at “making it 

obligatory to accept the absurd idea 

that people are not born as men or 

women”. Balázs Hidvéghi and Lívia 

Járóka said in a joint statement: “It is 

especially sad that the EP’s left-wing 

majority is hiding behind the issue of 

violence against women in an effort to 

accomplish an ideologically motivated 

scheme.” Hidvéghi said the initiative 

uses the obscure term of gender-

based violence in an effort to smuggle 

gender ideology into mandatory 

European Union regulation. “The 

far-left and green rapporteurs of the 

legislative initiative are basically asking 

the European Commission something 

that several member states have 

already rejected in connection with the 

Istanbul Convention. They are using 

a legal procedure in order make the 

idea obligatory that people were not 

born men or women, and biological 

characteristics do not differentiate the 

two sexes,” he said.

Járóka, a deputy speaker of the EP, 

said it was “utterly unacceptable” 
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that they were hiding behind the 

protection of women and children in 

order to achieve their own ideological 

objectives. “Our penal code is one of 

the strictest in Europe, giving special 

protections to women and children,” 

she said. “We are making every effort 

to ensure that the Hungarian network 

for prevention, victim assistance and 

victim protection developed in recent 

years should be of an outstandingly 

high standard,” she added.

HUNGARY ISSUES USD 4.25 
BN OF DOLLAR BONDS

Hungary issued 4.25 billion dollars 

of dollar bonds in a transaction that 

was four times oversubscribed, under 

favourable conditions, at a low interest 

rate and 10- and 30-year maturities, 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said 

in a video on Facebook. Varga said 

later in the day that Hungary also sold 

euro-denominated bonds worth one 

billion euros. The Government Debt 

Management Agency (ÁKK) said 

Hungary sold 2.25 billion US dollars-

worth of 10-year bonds with a 2.125% 

coupon and 2 billion dollars-worth of 

30-year bonds with a 3.125% coupon, 

at 100 basis points and 150 basis points 

over corresponding US Treasuries. 

The issue was lead managed by BNP 

Paribas, Citi, Goldman Sachs Bank 

Europe SE and J.P. Morgan. ÁKK on 

Monday said it modified its 2021 issue 

plan to make room for an additional 4.5 

billion euros of FX bond issue to help 

cover a likely delay in European Union 

COVID recovery fund money, certain 

government expenditures in 2021 and 

for partial pre-financing of the 2022 

budget deficit.

Regarding the timing of the 

bond issue Gergely Gulyás, the 

prime minister’s chief of staff, at the 

moment it was possible to borrow on 

favourable terms in the market due to 

the budgetary situation and economic 

growth in Hungary. Gulyás said that 

the government requires funds to 

run its pre-financing system of EU 

development grants but said that the 

favourable terms could also allow the 

refinancing of exiting loans with better 

conditions.

HUNGARY RECORDS 
458 NEW CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS, FOUR 
DEATHS

Four patients died over the past 

24 hours of a Covid-related illness, 

while 458 new coronavirus infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Thursday. So far 5,850,887 

people have received a first jab, while 

5,558,919 have been fully vaccinated. 

Fully 565,000 Hungarians have already 

received a booster jab. The number 

of active infections stands at 7,129, 

while hospitals are treating 343 

Covid patients, 40 of whom need 

respiratory assistance. Since the first 

outbreak, 816,680 infections have been 

registered, while fatalities have risen to 

30,118. Fully 779,433 people have made 

a recovery. There are 3,931 people in 

official quarantine, while 6,753,395 tests 

have been officially carried out.

RATE-SETTER WARNS 
ABOUT UNDERESTIMATING 
RISK OF PERSISTENT RISE 
IN INFLATION

It would be a mistake to underestimate 

the risk of a persistent rise in inflation, 

National Bank of Hungary deputy 

governor Barnabás Virág said, noting 

that inflation is rife around the world 

partly due to rapid post-pandemic 

recoveries. Addressing an event 

organised by fund manager Aegon 

Alapkezelő, he said, however, inflation 

had already taken root in the world 

economy well before the pandemic. 

Inflation has taken off wherever 

economic relaunches have been 

robust, and this is the “price” effective 

recovery, he said. But recoveries 

could be jeopardized were inflation 

to become onerous, he warned. The 

lesson for Hungary’s central bank 

is that the risk of inflation must be 

addressed and safeguards put in place 

in case large central banks narrow their 

asset purchase programmes, he said.

TOURISM AGENCY  
TO LAUNCH CAMPAIGN 
PROMOTING HUNGARY V4 
PRESIDENCY

The Hungarian Tourism Agency 

(MTÜ) is launching a three-week ad 

campaign to promote the Hungarian 

presidency of the Visegrad Group by 

showcasing the unique cultural, natural 

and economic treasures of the region. 

Alongside the policy and diplomatic 
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events connected with the presidency, 

a series of concerts, exhibitions and 

design events will mark the Hungarian 

presidency in the autumn season. 

Hungary took over the rotating V4 

presidency on July 1.

E-SIGNATURE IN FOCUS  
AT BUDAPEST MEETING  
OF EU NOTARIAT COUNCIL

A uniform European e-signature 

protocol will be in focus at the 

assembly meeting of the Council of 

the Notariats of the European Union 

(CNUE) in Budapest on September 16-

17, the Hungarian Chamber of Notaries 

said. The event will be attended 

by representatives of 26 countries 

with Hungary holding the rotating 

presidency of the CNUE this year, the 

chamber said. One of the main goals 

of the Hungarian presidency is to 

create a uniform European electronic 

signature, accepted by all member 

states, and to promote the sole use 

of electronic notarial deeds, it said. 

“The main objective of the Hungarian 

Presidency is to monitor and study 

these new technical developments 

and related EU projects and to find the 

most appropriate ones that can further 

improve the efficiency and quality of 

our services, thus contributing to the 

recovery of the European economy 

and the interests of our clients,” Ádám 

Tóth, the president of CNUE, said on 

the body’s website. Set up in Brussels in 

1993, the CNUE represents over 40,000 

notaries of the EU.

RAIL CARGO GROUP 
TO OPERATE REGULAR 
FREIGHT TRAINS TO CHINA

Rail Cargo Operator and Rail Cargo 

Hungaria will operate regular 

express freight trains running 

from Budapest to China, carrying 

Hungarian export products. 

The carried cargo will consist 

mainly of electrical equipment 

manufactured in Hungary, machine 

and car parts, household and IT 

equipment, including raw materials 

for production, as well as sports 

equipment and cutting tools. The 

regular trains, with a travel time of 

15-20 days, are launching following 

three successful test runs.

Rail Cargo Group has been 

receiving trains from China at 

Záhony, on the Ukrainian border, 

carrying imported goods, on a 

weekly basis since August 2020. 

The rail freight company expects 

volume passing through the Záhony 

checkpoint to exceed 10,000 twenty-

foot equivalent units by the end of 

2021.

BUDAPEST AUTUMN 
FESTIVAL TO OFFER OVER 
150 EVENTS

The Budapest Autumn Festival will 

offer over 150 events at thirty venues 

between September 26 and October 

10, the deputy mayor in charge of 

charge of cultural affairs said on 

Thursday. Erzsébet Gy Németh told 

a press conference that the festival 

has been revamped to demonstrate 

that “experimentation, movement 

and change” were all part of culture. 

Events this year will be performed 

in the city’s first, second, eighth and 

ninth districts, she said, though the 

organisers plan to involve more and 

more districts in the years ahead.

The Budapest Autumn Festival was 

originally launched by the city council 

some thirty years ago.


