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Gergely Gulyás said the fourth wave of the pandemic would be fundamentally different from the previous ones in Hungary 

thanks to the country’s vaccination drive, adding that the government had no intention of bringing back lockdowns. He 

said the elderly were still vulnerable, and appealed to people who have not got vaccinated to do so. Gulyás said booster 

jabs were primarily recommended for people over the age of 60. The government has done everything it could to facilitate 

the vaccination of the elderly, he said, adding that all data indicated that the vaccine reduced the risk of hospitalisation and 

death from Covid. Hungary has plenty of vaccines available, and it will join EU procurements of vaccines for the under-12s 

should a vaccine be approved for this age group, he added. Hungary has 3.3 million doses of Pfizer and Moderna vaccines 

in stock, in addition to 1.5 million doses of AstraZeneca, some 300,000 doses of Jansen, 77,000 doses of Russia’s Sputnik 

jab and 2.6 million of China’s Sinopharm vaccine, he said.

Hungary is among Europe’s “safest and freest” counties today in terms of the effects of the 
coronavirus pandemic, the prime minister’s chief of staff told a government press briefing.

HUNGARY ‘AMONG SAFEST COUNTRIES IN EUROPE’

Coronavirus updates
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Presidents at the Arraiolos Group meeting in Rome
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GULYÁS: POPE’S VISIT 
’RARE HONOUR’

Speaking about the 52nd International 

Eucharistic Congress Budapest hosted 

last week, Prime Minister’s Office chief 

Gergely Gulyás said the government 

regarded Pope Francis’s participation 

as recognition for Hungary, adding 

that neither the current pontiff nor 

his predecessor had taken part in 

any other Eucharistic congress. “It is 

a rare honour...” he said. Closing Mass 

celebrated by the pope on Sunday 

in Heroes’ Square drew 250,000 

worshippers, he said.

Gulyás expressed thanks to 

the 20,000 people involved in 

organising the event, and praised 

Hungary’s police force and counter 

terrorism force as well as its disaster 

management authority and 

intelligence services. Gulyás slammed 

media reports of “tension” at Pope 

Francis’s meeting with the president 

and the prime minister as “lies”, 

saying there were no disagreements 

at the meeting. He said the pope 

had made it clear that he considered 

Hungary’s family policy “exemplary” 

and considered it important that the 

government wasn’t relativising the 

idea of the family. “A family consists 

of a mother, a father and children, 

full stop,” Gulyás quoted the pope 

as saying. Commenting on a fresh 

European Parliament resolution on 

the rights of the LGBTQ community 

to same sex marriage, Gulyás said 

“these kinds of papers aren’t too 

relevant” and belonged “in the waste 

paper bin”. He added that “these kinds 

of activities” by the EP were “a part of 

the entertainment industry that’s even 

more expensive than Hollywood”.

GULYÁS: SCHOOL 
CLOSURES NOT PLANNED 

For the time being, the government is 

not planning school closures because 

of the pandemic but it may make a 

decision to this effect in the future, 

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, said.  Commenting 

on the upcoming hunting expo, he 

said the cabinet decided that the 

current number of infections does not 

justify requiring participants to have 

immunity certificates. In response to a 

question on mandatory mask wearing, 

he said introducing such a requirement 

would suggest that in effect it is similar 

to vaccination.  Gulyás expressed the 

view that the fourth wave would 

affect the country’s operations to a 

lesser extent than previous waves. 

The government would like Hungary to 

start producing coronavirus vaccines 

but no agreements have been signed 

yet with any manufacturers. 

Commenting on the outgoing 

government in Norway and related 

corruption charges, he said it would 

be good if Norway, as a member of 

the European Economic Area (EEC), 

could clear these issues, which he 

said also involved the possibility 

of foreign influence. Gulyás said 

Norwegian government comments 

concerning monies due to Hungary 

from the Norway Fund lacked 

seriousness. Hungary is waiting for 

the new Norwegian government to 

be formed, he said. If an agreement 

cannot be reached with them, legal 

tools are available to settle the issue, 

the strongest argument being that 

unanimity is required to maintain the 

EEA.

In response to a question regarding 

whether international organisations 

or other states may interfere in the 

Hungarian general elections next year, 

Gulyás said “the majority of western 

European governments would be 

happy to see the right wing not to 

win”. If no agreement is made on the 

transfer of funds to Hungary from the 

European Union’s recovery plan, it will 

show that “the European Commission 

wants to participate in the campaign 

on the side of the opposition”, he said. 

However, the government has made 

every effort to avoid this risk, he added.

GULYÁS: EXTENSION OF 
COVID SPECIAL MEASURES 
DOESN’T RESTRICT 
FREEDOMS

The prolongation of special measures 

related to Covid requested by the 

government has no bearing on 

people’s fundamental freedoms, the 

prime minister’s chief of staff said on 

Wednesday. Gergely Gulyás noted the 

government has asked lawmakers to 

prolong the measures until Jan. 1. He 

added past restrictions such as curbs 

on public gatherings and curfews have 

been lifted, so given an extension of 
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emergency measures it will be possible 

to hold demonstrations for example. 

The government’s reactive capabilities 

will be maintained if lawmakers agree 

to prolong the special measures, 

Gulyás said. Meanwhile, he insisted 

that rising caseload was not expected 

to have a corresponding effect on 

hospital admissions or deaths. He said 

immunity certificates were still relevant 

and it was possible they would gain in 

importance.

On another subject, Gulyás said 

consultations on next year’s minimum 

wage between employers, unions 

and the government also included 

discussions on whether employers 

could require employees to get 

the Covid vaccine. Gulyás said that 

although no decision has been made 

yet, he believed employers had a right 

to expect to be able to rely on their 

employees.

Speaking about the economy, 

Gulyás said the government wants 

to see the minimum wage raised to 

200,000 forints (EUR 571) as early as Jan. 

1, which, if implemented, would mean 

higher minimum wages in Hungary 

in 2022 compared with the average 

wage during the Socialist government 

of Ferenc Gyurcsány. Gulyás noted that 

most respondents to the government’s 

National Consultation public survey 

said the minimum wage should be 

raised to 200,000 forints. “In 2010, the 

minimum wage was 73,500 forints. This 

is why it would be a great achievement 

to have it raised to that amount as 

of Jan. 1 next year,” Gulyás said. The 

minister said the government had 

‘outperformed’ its pledge to create 

more jobs than those destroyed by 

the coronavirus pandemic, and cited 

recent data showing a record number 

of 4,704,000 employed in Hungary 

today, adding that this number was 

at a record high since the change in 

political system 31 years ago.

Regarding the country’s economic 

performance, Gulyás said third 

quarter growth fuelled reason for 

optimism, and the 5.5% growth 

target -- a precondition for providing 

families raising children an annual 

personal income tax refund at the 

level of the average wage next 

spring -- was graspable. As regards 

tourism, the sector set a record this 

summer, he said. In connection with 

the moratorium on loan repayments 

for vulnerable borrowers, Gulyás 

confirmed that the government has 

decided to extend it. “It is important to 

offer the option to entrepreneurs that 

have suffered an at least 25% hole in 

their revenues over the past 18 months, 

as well as to private individuals and 

families who suffered a permanent 

loss of income,” Gulyás said.

ORBÁN: CENTRAL EUROPE 
TO EMERGE FROM CRISIS 
FASTER THAN REST OF 
CONTINENT

The countries of central Europe 

are emerging faster from the 

economic crisis caused by the 

coronavirus pandemic than the rest 

of the continent because they have 

a strategy, have preserved jobs and 

have pursued developments without 

reducing their capacities, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán said in Celje on 

Wednesday. Addressing the opening 

of the 53rd Celje International Trade 

Fair, Orbán said the timing of central 

Europe’s recovery “couldn’t be better”, 

arguing that the global economy was 

on the brink of a new era of which 

both Hungary and Slovenia could 

be winners. Hungary is prepared to 

continue its “fruitful cooperation” 

with Slovenia, he said, adding that 

a total of 26 Hungarian companies 

were represented at the fair. Orbán 

said cooperation between Hungary 

and Slovenia was more effective now 

than at any other time in the past.

“The pandemic has turned our lives 

upside down,” he said. “It caused not 

only a health crisis but also a serious 

economic one.” An estimated 114 

million jobs have been lost to the crisis 

worldwide, investments plunged by 

42% and the global trade volume is 

down by more than 5%, Orbán said. 

Also, hundreds of factories have had 

to be shut down, major multinational 

corporations have been forced to 

reduce their capacities, he added, 

noting that the crisis had forced 

fundamental changes in all segments 

of the global economy. 

The prime minister said the 

beginning of the new era of the 

global economy would involve fierce 

competition for the redistribution of 

production capacities. Factories, he 

argued, were not being reopened in 

the same countries where they had 

closed. Investors are looking for new 
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and promising destinations, he said, 

adding that Hungary was also in the 

race to attract them. The countries and 

regions that held their own during the 

crisis were the ones best positioned 

in the competition for investments, 

Orbán said. Hungary and Slovenia are 

two of these countries, he added.

The prime minister said Hungarians 

had never seen Slovenia as part of the 

Western Balkans. Hungarians consider 

the region that extends from the Baltic 

coast of Poland to the Adriatic Sea as 

“a large central European economic 

region”, Orbán said. He said it was 

this economic and cultural region 

that guaranteed the security of the 

countries located in it. “That’s why 

we’ve always viewed Slovenia as a 

central European country similar to us,” 

Orbán said. If Hungary and Slovenia 

join forces, they can both be winners 

of the new era of the global economy 

together with the other central 

European countries, he added.

Orbán said this was clear from 

Slovenia’s economic indicators from 

the first half of the year. He praised 

the government of Janez Jansa for 

creating the conditions for Slovenia’s 

quick economic recovery. Hungary and 

Slovenia’s cooperation has undergone 

a dimensional shift over the recent 

years, Orbán said. Since Prime Minister 

Jansa took office, “Slovenian-Hungarian 

ties are again based on mutual respect, 

which benefits both nations,” he said. 

Orbán said trade turnover between 

Hungary and Slovenia was expected to 

reach a record high this year. Although 

Hungary has a negative trade balance 

with Slovenia, an increase in the trade 

volume is still in Hungary’s interests, 

he said.

The two countries will link their 

power grids by mid-2022 and they 

have set up a joint fund for developing 

their border regions, he said. Hungary 

and Slovenia are also building an 

international test corridor for self-

driving vehicles, Orbán said, adding 

that Hungary was prepared to link its 

gas pipelines with Slovenia. Hungary’s 

biggest companies have also 

established a presence in Slovenia’s 

banking and fuel sectors, he noted.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: GLOBAL 
ECONOMY ON BRINK OF 
NEW ERA 

The global economy is on the brink 

of a new era, Hungary’s foreign 

minister said after a joint session of the 

Hungarian and Slovenian governments 

in Celje on Wednesday. Concerning the 

security challenges faced by Europe, 

Péter Szijjártó said the European 

Union was under migration pressure 

from multiple directions and looked 

“completely incapable of enlarging 

the bloc towards the Western Balkans”. 

The fact that Hungary and Slovenia’s 

governments held a joint session 

“clearly shows” that cooperation 

between the two countries is better 

than at any other time in the past, 

Szijjártó said.

He said practically the same 

mistakes were being made in terms 

of migration as in 2015. “Western 

European politicians regularly say 

that one must not return to 2015, yet 

their irresponsible comments send out 

invitation to masses of people who 

want to set out to Europe, suggesting 

that this is the time to come”, he said. 

The failure in Afghanistan will start 

a serious migratory pressure, with 

already four million internal migrants 

living in Afghanistan. Migration will 

result in not only the usual security and 

cultural risks but also serious health 

risks, he said, adding that a new wave 

of migrants could also speed up the 

spread of the pandemic. “We have 

been in agreement that the external 

borders of the EU must be protected 

and that illegal migration must be 

stopped, and also that people in 

difficult situation must be given help at 

the place where the trouble is,” he said.

Szijjártó said a successful project 

had been completed in Kenya and 

it has now been agreed that joint 

development projects would be 

carried out in five African countries, 

including setting up hospitals, 

developing water management, and 

revamping schools. These will help 

improve living conditions for people 

under difficult circumstances, to 

help them stay in place and not set 

out to Europe as migrants, he added. 

The importance of enlarging the EU 

has also been agreed upon, Szijjártó 

said, adding that the Hungarian 

government had expressed its 

appreciation of Slovenia, which 

currently fulfils the EU presidency, 

making every effort to promote 

enlargement towards the Western 

Balkans. Hungary, the current president 
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of the Visegrad Group and Slovenia, 

the current president of the EU, are 

joining forces to promote the success 

of one of the EU’s most important 

policies, which is enlargement, he 

added.

Commenting on energy security, 

he said the necessary cables to 

link the electricity networks of the 

two countries were being supplied 

by a company to the Slovene-

Hungary border by October this 

year. Electricity will be supplied over 

the new link from the spring of next 

year, he added. He also said that the 

OTP Group and oil and gas company 

Mol had further strengthened their 

positions in Slovenia. “The fact that 

the largest Hungarian companies 

participate in the development of 

Slovenia’s economy creates an even 

tighter link between us,” he added. 

Szijjártó also said that Slovenia’s 

security was important to Hungary, 

with the Hungarian air force to 

continue providing airspace policing 

and airspace protection tasks in 

conjunction with the Italian air force 

there.

ÁDER URGES JOINT EU 
ACTION TO HANDLE 
MIGRATION, CLIMATE 
CRISIS, PUBLIC DEBT

President János Áder urged joint 

European Union efforts to manage 

migration, climate change and public 

debt during a meeting of the Arraiolos 

Group in Rome on Wednesday. He 

told a press conference after the 

16th Arraiolos Group meeting that 

the EU must enhance action against 

human smugglers and terrorists and 

it should expand resources available 

for rebuilding humanitarian zones. 

Commenting on the management of 

public debt, he said several countries 

had suffered from such debt before 

the coronavirus pandemic already and 

Covid has only further deepened the 

crisis. Urgent joint action is needed 

to handle the problem, he added. 

Regarding the climate situation, he 

said the world was currently further 

away from fulfilling the Paris climate 

targets than six years ago, when they 

were first presented.

JUSTICE MINISTER: EP 
RESOLUTION ON LGBTQ 
RIGHTS FOR SAME SEX 
MARRIAGE ‘UNFOUNDED, 
POLITICAL’

Justice Minister Judit Varga has 

called the resolution adopted by the 

European Parliament on the rights of 

the LGBTQ community to same sex 

marriage and a registered partnership 

“a completely unfounded political 

resolution”. In her English-language 

comments published on Facebook 

on Tuesday evening, Varga said: “It 

seems like they don’t give up. It still 

hurts the EP that Hungary, thanks 

to its Child Protection Act, does not 

let any sexual propaganda into our 

educational institutions, schools and 

kindergartens. They are frustrated 

because we resist their pressure and 

the LGBTQ lobby”. She reiterated the 

Hungarian government’s position 

that raising children remains the sole 

responsibility of parents, and this 

concept is enshrined in Article 14 

of the EU’s Charter of Fundamental 

Rights. “With the resolution voted by 

the European Parliament today, they 

want to tell what shall we consider 

as a marriage, a family and child-

parent relationship. Again, they want 

to instruct us from above on issues 

that fall within national competence. 

It is only icing on the cake that the 

EP once again points at the Article 7 

procedure,” Varga said.

She cited Hungary’s basic law 

which states that “the inviolable 

and inalienable fundamental rights 

of man must be respected”, adding 

that it is the primary duty of the state 

to protect these rights. Varga said 

Hungary protects human rights at the 

highest possible level, “which is why 

this political hysteria in the European 

Parliament is meaningless”. “Facts 

justify us,” she said. “In Hungary, adults 

are free to live in the way they want, 

according to their own will and beliefs. 

However, parents have the exclusive 

right to determine how their children 

shall be raised. We are not going to 

give up on that!,” the justice minister 

said.

DEUTSCH PROTESTS 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION’S 
‘ARROGANCE’

MEPs of Hungary’s ruling Fidesz 

party have voiced protest over the 

European Commission’s “attempts 
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to settle disputes with central and 

eastern Europe by way of sheer 

force”, Tamás Deutsch, one of the 

group, said on Wednesday. Speaking 

before Hungarian journalists, Deutsch 

said that “the European ideological 

mainstream’s violent, illegitimate and 

anti-democratic attitude... destroys 

European cooperation and seriously 

undermines the unity of the European 

Union”. 

He said that EC President Ursula 

von der Leyen’s recent state of the 

EU speech had promoted an “utterly 

false utopia”, which failed to address 

“any issues around Europe, European 

citizens, or the everyday problems of 

27 member states”. Von der Leyen has 

“given an invitation to many million 

illegal migrants” and “expressed clear 

support to an agressive sexual gender 

propaganda financed from outside 

Europe”, he insisted.  Deutsch went 

on to say that the EC president had 

“illusory green daydreams” and had 

made proposals under which the cost 

of a green turnaround would be paid 

by millions of Europeans rather than 

by the largest pollutants, which are to 

blame for climate change.

FIDESZ: REBOOTING 
ECONOMY, MIGRATION 
TOPICS AT GROUP 
MEETING

Topics to be discussed at a meeting 

on Wednesday of the Fidesz and 

Christian Democrats parliamentary 

group include attacks by Brussels 

on Hungary’s child protection law, 

mounting pressures brought about 

by migration and the reboot of the 

country’s economy, Fidesz’s group 

leader said in an interview to the daily 

Magyar Nemzet. Máté Kocsis said 

border protection and other security 

issues in light of the situation in 

Afghanistan were high on the agenda.

Regarding Hungary’s economic 

recovery programme, Kocsis said the 

government’s aim was to maximize 

economic growth with a view to 

giving a boost to young people, 

families and entrepreneurs as well as 

helping pensioners. The meeting will 

start with Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

assessing the political situation, he 

said. Pandemic policies will also be 

to the fore, he said, adding that the 

Covid vaccination campaign should be 

continued in the autumn. Referring to 

the autumn session of the parliament, 

he said new elements of the child 

protection package would be put 

forward to lawmakers. 

“Brussels has bitten off more than 

it can chew this time ... going against 

parental instincts politically doesn’t 

work,” he said. “The main trust of the 

message to the LGBTQ lobby: get your 

hands off our kids!” 

The government is also planning 

several economic measures such as 

family tax rebates, he noted.

On the topic of next spring’s general 

election, Kocsis said: “Clearly we’ll 

have to talk about the left wing, too; 

those people want to return to power 

who, under the leadership of Ferenc 

Gyurcsány, destroyed and plundered 

the country.”

NÉZŐPONT SURVEY: MOST 
HUNGARIAN VOTERS 
WANT GYURCSÁNY OUT 
OF POLITICS

Three out of four voting-age 

Hungarians would like to see Ferenc 

Gyurcsány, the leader of the opposition 

Democratic Coalition, retire from 

politics, according to a fresh survey 

conducted this month by Nézőpont 

Institute on the occasion of the 15th 

anniversary of the former Socialist 

prime minister’s infamous Őszöd 

speech. In the leaked speech in 

September in 2006, Gyurcsány told the 

party group behind closed doors that 

they had lied about the state of the 

economy to win the general election. 

Nézőpont said that the leaked speech 

had triggered “the biggest political 

crisis since Hungary’s democratic 

regime change” in 1989-1990. “It shows 

how much political damage the lies 

speech wreaked that a decade and 

a half later 75% of Hungarians want 

to see Gyurcsány disappear from 

public life,” Nézőpont said, calling 

it “less surprising” that 83% of pro-

government voters wanted the same.

Two-thirds of leftist voters also said 

Gyucsány should go, according to the 

survey published on Wednesday. 

This, it added, was “a warning signal” 

for the political left. Nevertheless, 

Gyurcsány’s “political talent” is such 

that “he has managed to put all 

relevant opposition parties together 

on a single party list” for next 

spring’s general election, it added. 
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Nézőpont’s phone survey was carried 

out between Sept. 6 and 8 with a 

representative sample of 1,000 adults.

BAKONDI: BIG RISE IN 
NUMBER OF BORDER 
ARRESTS OF ILLEGAL 
MIGRANTS

This year has seen a big rise in the 

number of border violators caught 

by the authorities, with an increasing 

number of Afghan citizens among 

them and intensifying activity on the 

part of human smugglers, György 

Bakondi, the prime minister’s domestic 

security chief, told a press conference 

at the Röszke border station, in 

southern Hungary, on Wednesday. By 

mid-September this year 73,617 arrests 

were made as against 21,992 in the 

same period last year, he said, adding 

that 719 human smugglers have been 

prosecuted this year, up from 274 last 

year. Bakondi said politicians all over 

Europe were saying the events of 2015 

must not be repeated. He added that 

Hungary’s position was clear: the 

border must be protected, migration 

must be stopped, and nation states 

were responsible for asylum processes. 

Further, troubles must be dealt with at 

the location they arise, he said.

He said the decision to build fences 

on the Hungary-Serbia and Hungary-

Croatia borders had been important, 

and he noted Hungary’s declaration 

of Serbia as a safe third country, the 

establishment of transit zones, its 

declaration of a crisis caused by mass 

immigration and its decision to send 

a large police and military force to the 

border. Thanks to these measures, the 

number of border violators steadily 

decreased until 2018, he said, noting 

that over the span of six years since 

2015, more than 591,000 border 

violators and 3,027 human smugglers 

have been caught, 211,000 refugee 

applications processed, with 2,837 

refugees receiving international 

protection. Also, 67 tunnels under 

the border were discovered, though 

32 were only partially completed, 

he said. Ten cases of violence were 

recorded at the border as migrants 

typically threw rocks at police officers 

and soldiers, while equipment was also 

damaged, he added.

KARÁCSONY EMBROILED 
IN POLITICAL SCANDAL 
OVER CORVINUS 
TEACHING JOB

Gergely Karácsony, the mayor of 

Budapest who is vying to become 

the opposition alliance’s candidate 

for prime minister, has insisted that his 

stint teaching at Budapest’s Corvinus 

University from 2004 had been with 

the university’s blessing, even though 

he did not possess the requisite 

foreign-language qualification and 

was not a doctoral candidate. The daily 

Magyar Nemzet said that Karácsony, 

who co-heads the Párbeszéd party, 

did not dispute working at Corvinus 

in the absence of the necessary 

qualifications, but he blamed the 

university for the oversight. At a forum 

in Szentendre on Tuesday, Karácsony 

told journalists that he had only earned 

100,000 forints (EUR 285) a month at 

the university, the same as a teaching 

assistant. 

The newspaper added, however, 

that after 2008, Karácsony had been 

employed as an assistant professor for 

four years and had certainly enjoyed 

a higher salary while not meeting the 

appointment criteria for the post. 

The Education Office recently 

concluded an investigation which 

found that Corvinus had employed 

Karácsony illegally.

HUNGARY RECORDS 12 
COVID DEATHS, 371 NEW 
INFECTIONS

Twelve patients died over the past 24 

hours of a Covid-related illness, while 

371 new coronavirus infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said.

So far 5,847,002 people have 

received a first jab, while 5,553,346 

have been fully vaccinated. Fully 

544,000 Hungarians have already 

received a booster jab.

The number of active infections 

stands at 6,858, while hospitals are 

treating 307 Covid patients, 40 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

Since the first outbreak, 816,222 

infections have been registered, 

while fatalities have risen to 30,114. 

Fully 779,250 people have made a 

recovery. There are 3,286 people in 

official quarantine, while 6,737,713 tests 

have been officially carried out. So far, 

most infections have been registered 

in Budapest and Pest County, followed 
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by the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén, Győr-Moson-Sopron and 

Hajdú-Bihar.

KSH: CONSTRUCTION 
SECTOR OUTPUT JUMPS 
FROM LOW BASE IN JULY

Output of Hungary’s construction 

sector jumped by an annual 22.5% 

in July, recovering from a double-

digit decline in the base period, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

Output of the building segment 

grew by 21.1% and civil engineering 

output jumped by 25.4%, KSH said. 

In absolute terms, output reached 

464.2 billion forints (EUR 1.32bn). The 

building segment accounted for 52% 

of the total. Month on month, output 

fell by a seasonally and working day-

adjusted 0.4%.

HUNGARIAN 
EVOLUTIONARY 
BIOLOGIST SZATHMÁRY 
ELECTED MEMBER OF 
UNESCO IBSP BOARD

Eörs Szathmáry, a Hungarian 

evolutionary biologist, has been 

elected to the board of UNESCO’s 

International Basic Sciences 

Programme (IBSP), Budapest ELTE 

University’s ELKH Centre for Ecological 

Research said. The IBSP board is the 

only body with a mandate to submit 

proposals to UNESCO leaders on 

matters related to basic research. 

IBSP’s board is composed of 30 science 

scholars representing fields of basic 

research from countries around the 

world. Szathmáry was nominated 

by Miklós Réthelyi, the head of the 

Hungarian National Commission for 

UNESCO. In a statement, Szathmáry 

said supporting basic research was his 

top priority, and he called his election 

to the board “a clear recognition of 

Hungary’s scientific community”, 

noting that a small number of 

countries are represented in the body. 

Szathmáry’s mandate is for three years 

and can be extended once.


