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Booster jabs will be available from August 1 for those who have received their second vaccine at least 4 months prior, 

Cecília Müller said. Elderly citizens and those battling chronic illness or have a weakened immune system are especially 

encouraged to register for a booster jab, she said.  

Müller said those who received two doses of a vector vaccine earlier should get an inactivated vaccine or one based on 

mRNA technology as a booster jab, to achieve a stronger immune response, she said. At the same time, GPs and doctors 

will have the last decision on the individual jabs, she said. 

The number of new coronavirus cases in Hungary has grown by 20% in recent weeks, Müller said. Trace amounts of the 

virus detected in wastewater, an indicator of the pandemic’s course in the coming weeks, have grown in Budapest and 

the cities of Pécs, Miskolc, Szekszárd and Salgótarján, she said. While case numbers are as yet low, the growth is obvious 

and is clearly driven by the delta variant of the virus. The variant is expected to cause 80-90% of new infections, she added.

At-risk groups should accept booster jabs of the coronavirus vaccine to fend off new 
variants of the disease, the chief medical officer said on Tuesday.

BOOSTER JABS RECOMMENDED TO AT-RISK GROUPS

Stats office releases June employment 
figures

Coronavirus updates
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Hungarian contestants in Tokyo Olympics shooting event
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EC EXTENDS DEADLINE 
FOR RECONSTRUCTION 
PLAN TALKS 

The European Commission has 

extended the deadline for talks 

with seven members, including 

Hungary, on their plans to use 

the Commission’s Reconstruction 

and Resilience Facility (RRF), 

Veerle Nuyts, a spokesperson for 

the EC, said on Tuesday.  Nuyts 

said that Poland, Sweden, Malta, 

Romania, Finland and Estonia 

had asked for a two-month 

extension, while the comission 

had proposed that conclusion 

of the talks with Hungary 

should also be postponed to 

September 30. The Hungarian 

side responded by offering a 

constructive cooperation to 

resolve open issues, she added. 

According to the spokeswoman, 

the commission needs more time 

to obtain sufficient information to 

evaluate if the submitted plans 

meet the EC’s criteria. The EU’s 

recovery package, a total of 750 

billion euros, will be distributed 

between member states for 

projects promoting environmental 

and digitalised solutions, 

sustainable development, as well 

as social and territorial cohesion. 

Decarbonising the industry, 

renewal of buildings, digitalisation 

of public administration and 

providing re-training to job-

seekers are also crucial areas.

GOVT FILES REPORT 
AFTER CYBER-ATTACK ON 
NATIONAL CONSULTATION 
WEBSITE

The government is filing a report 

with the police to investigate a cyber-

attack committed against the website 

of its National Consultation survey, the 

official kormany.hu website said. The 

perpetrators used bots to fill in scores 

of questionnaires, the website said. 

“We find it unacceptable that certain 

players are trying to make the dialogue 

on post-pandemic life impossible. 

The minimum wage hike, tax returns 

for families, loan moratoriums and 

child protection are issues that affect 

millions of Hungarians, which is why 

we encourage everyone to speak their 

minds,” the website said.

HUNGARY RECORDS ONE 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITY, 
26 NEW INFECTIONS

One Covid patient died in the past 

24 hours, while 26 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Tuesday. So far 5,600,959 

people have received a first jab, while 

5,390,593 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 33,048, while hospitals are 

treating 73 Covid patients, 11 of whom 

need respiratory assistance. There are 

1,471 people in official quarantine, 

while 6,308,291 tests have been 

officially carried out. Since the first 

outbreak, 809,288 infections have been 

registered, while fatalities have risen to 

30,021. Fully 746,219 people have made 

a recovery. So far, most infections have 

been registered in Budapest and Pest 

County, followed by the counties of 

Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, Győr-Moson-

Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

OFFICIAL: NEW 
VACCINATIONS FOR 
ELDERLY START ON 
SUNDAY

A new vaccination campaign aimed 

at people over the age of 60 will 

start on Sunday, while anyone who 

received the second jab at least four 

months prior will be able to book an 

appointment for a third shot, an official 

said today. GPs, volunteer doctors and 

university students will make personal 

visits to elderly people who have not 

yet received a jab, the head of the 

national vaccination team, István 

György, said. 

Meanwhile, people booking a 

third jab will be able to do so online 

from the second half of the week, he 

announced. In Europe, Hungary is 

the only country carrying out mass 

vaccinations of people over 12 years 

of age. Also, so far Hungary is the only 

country in Europe where it is possible 

to have a third jab, he said. Hungary, he 

added, was among the safest European 

countries epidemiologically. Minister 

of Human Resources Miklós Kásler said 

it would be up to GPs and doctors 

administering third jabs at vaccine 

centres to decide which vaccine a 

person should receive.
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SOCIALISTS: 3RD JAB 
COULD UNLOCK TRAVEL 
FOR MANY HUNGARIANS

The opposition Socialist party is 

turning to the European Commission 

with the aim of allowing Hungarian 

citizens who received Sinopharm 

and Sputnik jabs before getting a 

3rd European-licenced shot to be 

included in the EU’s Covid passport 

system. MEP István Ujhelyi told an 

online press briefing on Tuesday that 

the Hungarian government should 

take action regarding the matter, 

noting that recipients of Sinopharm 

and Sputnik could travel abroad only 

with major difficulties. Ujhelyi said 

he had warned the government 

repeatedly that only citizens who had 

received vaccines approved by the 

European Medicines Agency (EMA) 

would be eligible for the EU’s Covid 

passport.

He accused the government 

of promoting Sinopharm and 

Sputnik in favour of its own special 

interests. Many elderly Hungarians 

received Sinopharm even though 

it was not recommended for those 

over the age of 60, he said, adding 

that many were now unprotected 

due to the ineffectiveness of the 

vaccine and susceptible to a fourth 

wave. Ujhelyi said the government 

had given into pressure to allow 

people to receive booster jabs, 

allowing those who had received 

“Eastern vaccines” to get one 

approved by the EMA.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
SELLS 200,000 
ASTRAZENECA DOSES TO 
PORTUGAL 

Hungary has sold 200,000 doses of 

the AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine 

to Portugal at purchase price, Péter 

Szijjártó, the foreign minister, told 

a joint press conference with his 

Portuguese counterpart, Augusto 

Santos Silva, in Lisbon. The shipment 

worth 365,000 euros arrived in Lisbon 

on a Hungarian government cargo 

plane. Szijjártó insisted that had 

Hungary been deterred from buying 

the Sinopharm and Sputnik vaccines 

“because of the attacks on us”, the 

country’s vaccination program would 

not be as successful, “and we wouldn’t 

be in a position to help others”. 

Hungary, he added, in the meantime 

is getting better prepared for the Delta 

variant as its vaccination programme 

advances. The minister noted that 

Portugal is the eighth country in the 

European Union to receive a vaccine 

from Hungary. 

OPPOSITION MPS CALL 
ON GOVT TO RESIGN AT 
BUDAPEST DEMO

Opposition lawmakers held a 

demonstration in downtown 

Budapest late on Monday, accusing 

the government of spying on people 

“for thinking critically about the 

regime and asking critical questions”. 

Referring to press reports that the 

Hungarian government may be behind 

the spyware hacks of the devices of 

hundreds of Hungarian journalists, 

politicians and other public figures 

using Israeli spyware, Anna Donáth, 

an MEP of the Momentum Movement, 

said: “We are living in a surveillance 

state”. Gergely Arató of the Democratic 

Coalition said a government that spied 

on its own citizens was not conversant 

with European values. He said what was 

at stake in the 2022 general election 

was “Orbán or Europe”.  Dániel Kárpát 

Z of Jobbik said the fact that ruling 

party lawmakers boycotted a meeting 

of parliament’s national security 

comittee which abandoned earlier on 

Monday for the lack of a quorum was 

“tantamount to a confession of guilt.”  

Socialist lawmaker Gergely Bárándy 

said the Pegasus case was “another 

outrageous stage in the government’s 

ongoing efforts since 2010 to push 

Hungary closer to Eastern regimes.” 

Dávid Dorosz of Párbeszéd said the 

government would “pay the price” 

for the scandal in next year’s election. 

The demonstration started at the 

House of Terror Museum on Andrássy 

Avenue and marched to the Fidesz 

headquarters on Heroes’ Square, with 

the crowd carrying banners and signs, 

and the flags of opposition parties.

DK: HUNGARY MISSING 
OUT ON EU FUNDS ‘DUE TO 
GOVT GRAFT’

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has said “it is clear” that Hungary 

is set to miss out on European Union 
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funding as a result of “graft associated 

with Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s 

government”. The EU “had made it 

clear” that the Hungarian government 

may not pre-finance projects in 

connection with EU recovery funds 

not yet received, a spokesman for the 

party’s parliamentary group, Zoltán 

Varga, told an online press briefing. 

The government has said that it will 

use state funds to finance projects until 

the EU money arrives. DK said it was 

“warning the prime minister and his 

cronies that they are trying in vain to 

cover up the fact that they are to blame 

for Hungary missing out on huge sums 

of money.”

HUNGARY CBANK RAISES 
BASE RATE 30 BPS

Hungarian rate-setters raised the 

central bank’s base rate by 30 basis 

points to 1.20% at a scheduled 

meeting on Tuesday, while they also 

changed the interest rate corridor. The 

interest rate corridor is now between 

minus 0.25% and 2.15%.

KSH: PANDEMIC CAUSES 
MARKED DROP IN 
TOURISM-CATERING IN 
2020

The coronavirus pandemic and 

associated restrictions resulted 

in a marked drop in nearly all 

areas of tourism and catering last 

year, with preliminary estimates 

showing a 32% fall in revenue by 

commercial lodgings and catering 

establishments compared to 

the previous year, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said on 

Tuesday. The continued increase 

in guest turnover reported by 

commercial lodgings in recent years 

came to a halt last year, with 5.4 

million guests spending 14 million 

nights in commercial lodgings, 

representing a 58% and 57% drop, 

respectively, from 2019, KSH said 

in a comprehensive report about 

tourism and catering in 2020. The 

proportion of domestic guests 

increased considerably to 72% in 

commercial lodgings last year as a 

result of travel restrictions and other 

protective measures. A total of 4 

million domestic guests spent 9.9 

million guest nights at commercial 

lodgings last year, representing 

41% and 37% drop, respectively, 

from 2019. Around half of the 

annual turnover resulted from July 

and August, KSH said. Hungarians 

made around 50 percent fewer 

trips abroad last year than in 2019 

and their spending dropped by 58 

percent. Preliminary figures show 

that catering establishments had 

total revenue of 1,062 billion forints 

(EUR 2.9bn) last year, a 32% decrease 

from the previous year, while total 

revenue of commercial lodgings 

declined by 58% to 234 billion 

forints. KSH reported a total of 31.6 

million trips made by foreigners to 

Hungary last year, a 48% decrease 

from the previous year.  Revenue 

from foreign visitors totalled 1,054 

billion forints last year, a drop of 54% 

from 2019, KSH said. Their average 

spending fell from daily 16,700 

forints in 2019 to 14,900 forints last 

year, it added.

LMP CALLS ON GOVT TO 
SEEK AGREEMENT ON 
NORWAY GRANTS

The opposition LMP has called 

on the government to “reach a 

consensus on the utilisation of 

funds from the Norway Grants”.  

Unless an agreement is reached, 

the country will miss out on 77 

billion forints (EUR 213m) due to 

the “stubbornness” of the Hungarian 

government, LMP co-leader 

Erzsébet Schmuck said.  Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán’s “regime 

has demonstrated that nothing is 

too costly for them; they must be 

the sole manager of every cent,” 

she said. According to LMP, the 77 

billion forints “thrown to the wind” 

could have been used to support 

small businesses, health and climate 

protection projects, including 4 

billion forints going to civil groups.


