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Hungary’s exports to member states of the Turkic Council (Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey and Uzbekistan) 

increased by 77% and the volume of trade with these countries doubled during the period, Péter Szijjártó said at a joint 

press conference with Baghdad Amreyev, the secretary general of the Turkic Council. Hungary’s exports to the Council’s 

countries this year have gone up by 43%, Szijjártó said, adding that all of the country’s increasing exports had greatly 

contributed to achieving its economic growth target. The foreign minister said Hungary will join the alliance of Turkic 

Chambers of Commerce and Industry, which will hold its next business forum in Budapest in September. Hungary will also 

participate in the setting up of a Turkic Investment Fund and a Turkic Development Bank. He also noted Hungary’s role in 

establishing an institute of drought prevention under the auspices of the Turkic Council. “This is expected to give a boost 

to the exports of Hungarian water management and agricultural technologies,” he said.

Cooperation with Turkic countries has benefited Hungary’s economy, the foreign 
minister said in Istanbul.

TURKIC COOPERATION ‘BENEFITS HUNGARY’

Cbank Monetary Council holds  
rate-setting meeting
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Animation Film Festival
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Olympic gold medallist swimmer Katinka Hosszú at the Tokyo Olympics
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: TURKIC 
REGION POTENTIAL 
ECONOMIC POWERHOUSE 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said Hungary had been motivated 

to join the Turkic Council by the 

great contribution its member 

states are expected to make as 

a region to the global economy. 

He also noted the participation 

of Hungarian companies helped 

by Eximbank’s 100 million dollar 

credit line in transport, health-

care and water management 

infrastructure reconstruction 

projects in the Karabakh region. In 

terms of education cooperation, 

Szijjártó highlighted great interest 

among the youth in the five Turkic 

Council’s member states, noting a 

six-fold oversubscription for the 870 

scholarships offered at Hungarian 

universities. 

Meanwhile, the minister said 

sports was a crucial area of 

Hungarian-Turkish cooperation. 

Speaking at the opening of 

an exhibition on the history of 

Hungarian-Turkish football ties 

in Istanbul, he said athletes and 

teams competing in their countries’ 

national colours always had an 

positive effect on national unity. 

As regards bilateral cooperation 

in sports, the minister said many 

Hungarian footballers and coaches 

had spent time in Turkey and played 

key roles in developing Turkish 

football over the years.

NATL SECURITY 
COMMITTEE MEETING ON 
PEGASUS LACKS QUORUM 

A meeting of parliament’s national 

security committee, scheduled to be 

held behind closed doors to discuss 

issues around the Pegasus spyware 

on Monday, failed to reach quorum as 

deputies of the ruling parties stayed 

away. János Stummer, the head of 

the committee for opposition Jobbik, 

Socialist MP Zsolt Molnár and LMP’s 

Péter Ungár had talks with Interior 

Minister Sándor Pintér, who was to 

have participated in the aborted 

meeting. Stummer said he would 

convene the committee for the first 

day of parliament’s autumn session, 

and proposed setting up a fact-

finding investigation in connection 

with Pegasus. Referring to earlier 

press reports suggesting that the 

government had used Pegasus to 

spy on journalists, politicians, and 

other public figures, Stummer said 

that “the government pretends as if 

there were no scandal but only scare-

mongering, while they are using every 

means to avoid political responsibility.” 

He noted that a parliamentary fact-

finding committee could not be set 

up in the case since the Regional 

Prosecutor’s Office of Investigations 

of Budapest was investigating the 

matter, but said that his committee’s 

opposition members would find out 

“if such a software was purchased in 

recent years, and if so, who, when, for 

what purpose and under what licence 

had used it”. He added that it must 

be ensured that such spyware is not 

applied in future as “it has no place in 

a country governed by the rule of law”. 

Molnár said that although the 

spyware may well have been procured 

legally, “the main question is not its 

purchase but ... if it was abused”. 

He slammed the ruling parties for 

boycotting the committee meeting, 

and called their absence “confirmation 

that they have something to hide”. 

“Truth cannot be obliterated by 

technical moves such as rendering a 

committee meeting invalid,” Molnár 

said. Referring to the upcoming 

general elections, he added that “a 

definitive solution could be achieved 

in spring 2022”.

AGRICULTURE MINISTRY: 
SUSTAINABILITY OF FOOD 
SYSTEMS IN FOCUS AT EU 
PRE-SUMMIT

Minister of Agriculture István Nagy, 

representing Hungary at the Pre-

Summit of the UN Food Systems 

Summit in Rome, told the ministerial 

meeting that the role of local and 

seasonal foods, short supply chains 

and reliable information supply was 

increasingly important in developing 

sustainable food systems. The 

ministry supports and promotes 

such endeavours, Nagy said, adding 

that Hungary is dedicated to meeting 

sustainable development targets and 

has started a national dialogue on 

food production and consumption. 

Nagy told the meeting that in 
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Hungary only 10% of food ends up 

in waste, as against 30% globally 

and 20% in the European Union, the 

ministry’s statement said.

Nagy also said that thanks to 

a Hungarian scheme promoting 

sustainable food consumption and 

cutting food waste, the country 

managed to reduce household food 

waste by 4%. The agriculture ministry 

has placed emphasis on long-term 

schemes and campaigns to influence 

consumer practices, he added. He 

expressed hope that by expanding 

the use of precision technologies, 

Hungary’s agricultural production 

would become more reliable and 

predictable, enabling better quality 

products, fewer burdens on the 

environment and more weather-

resistant food systems.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
ALLOWS ENTRY  
TO VACCINATED RUSSIAN 
TOURISTS

Hungary will allow entry to Russian 

visitors if they hold a Covid-19 

immunity certificate from Tuesday, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

announced. The measure comes in 

response to Russia’s recent decision 

to resume issuing tourist and business 

visas to Hungarian citizens who hold 

a negative PCR test for coronavirus, 

Szijjártó said on Facebook. Szijjártó 

said the Hungarian government’s 

decision was made on the principle 

of reciprocity and is aimed at 

reviving the country’s tourism sector 

which has been hit hardest by the 

coronavirus pandemic. “Hungary has 

always been a popular destination for 

Russians, and the fact that vaccinated 

Russian tourists can visit Hungary 

again will help the sector immensely,” 

Szijjártó said.

GULYÁS: KEY CULTURAL 
INSTITUTIONS TO RECEIVE 
INCREASED FUNDING 

Central support to the National Cultural 

Council’s 17 institutions of strategic 

importance will increase by an annual 

13.5 billion forints (EUR 37.4m) this 

year and by a further 17 billion forints 

in 2022, the prime minister’s chief of 

staff said. Gergely Gulyás said that the 

government’s decision was aimed 

at the 2021-2025 period, with this 

year’s extra funding to be paid out on 

August 1 and October 1.  Speaking at a 

press conference attended by György 

Vashegyi, the cultural council’s head, 

Gulyás said that the extra funding 

would “provide a decent background 

and financial security for people in 

culture”. He added that Hungary was 

a “cultural superpower” and its recent 

economic growth could support 

“increased focus” on the cultural sector. 

The National Cultural Council 

was set up in December 2019 as an 

umbrella organisation for 17 cultural 

institutions, including the National 

Theatre, the Budapest State Opera, 

the Hungarian National Museum and 

the Museum of Fine Arts, as well as 

the National Film Institute and the 

Hungarian Academy of the Arts.

MATOLCSY: GOVT’S 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
STRATEGY OVER-RELIANT 
ON ‘STEEL AND CONCRETE’

Hungary’s sustainable convergence 

with more developed economies 

could be inhibited if the government 

continues to rely on the construction 

sector to prop up growth once the 

economy recovers, György Matolcsy 

wrote in an article published on 

Monday. The real question is whether 

the government continues to follow 

a “sweeping” fiscal policy or whether 

it invests smartly in people’s skills, 

the National Bank of Hungary (NBH) 

governor wrote in the online edition 

of daily Magyar Nemzet. “This is not 

just about 2022, but about the entire 

decade,” he said, referring to next 

year’s general election.

Matolcsy proposed changing the 

2022 budget, insisting that the share 

of “smart investments” needed to 

generate knowledge-intensive growth 

was too low in the bill approved last 

month. He also said the government 

should lower the current budget 

deficit target of 5.9% of GDP and 

return to targeting a 3 percent deficit 

in parallel with reductions to the public 

debt. Around half of the government 

investments in next year’s budget 

are tied up in construction, he said, 

noting that between 2017 and 2020 

Hungary saw the largest increase in 

the share of construction investments 

in the European Union. Matolcsy said 

it was construction projects rather 
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than “smart investments” that were 

driving up Hungary’s investment rate. 

Hungary also has the largest share of 

government investments of all EU 

member states, he noted.

“The state is investing in steel and 

concrete rather than skills, institutions 

and brains,” he added. Matolcsy 

said that because of the shortages 

plaguing the construction sector, 

the government’s many construction 

projects were generating high 

inflation in the industry, aggravated 

by inflation imported from abroad. 

All sources of growth are important, 

he said, but the most important 

source for sustainable convergence 

with more developed economies 

was productivity growth, he added. 

The key here was digital investment, 

Matolcsy said. The low level of 

hi-tech investments couple with 

outsized construction investments, 

he said, sucked away resources for 

productivity growth, he said.

DK VOWS TO LEAD 
HUNGARY INTO EURO 
ZONE

The Democratic Coalition will lead 

Hungary into the euro zone if it is 

victorious in next year’s general 

election, Balázs Barkóczi, the party’s 

spokesman, told an online press 

conference. Hungarians are “fed up 

with” price increases regardless of 

their political allegiances, Barkóczi 

said, citing a study indicating that 

Hungary’s current inflation trends 

are expected to continue. The 

politician lamented that neither 

wages nor pensions were keeping 

up with inflation, saying that millions 

of Hungarians were now forced to 

pay the price of ruling Fidesz’s “failed 

economic policies”.

ÁDER DISCUSSES CURRENT 
CONDITION OF LAKE 
BALATON IN PODCAST

President János Áder discussed the 

water quality, wildlife and water 

management of Lake Balaton, 

Hungary’s largest natural lake and 

top tourist hotspot, with government 

commissioner for preserving Lake 

Balaton, Zsolt Szári, in his latest 

environmental Blue Planet podcast. 

Áder highlighted the excellent water 

quality of the lake. Szári said the water 

quality had considerably improved 

as a result of a significant cleansing 

of the lake over the past decades. 

Commenting on the emergence 

of floating algae in the lake’s water 

in earlier decades, Szári said it had 

been triggered by “heat waves” and 

an absence of oxygen in the lakebed. 

The president also addressed the 

issue of water management, noting 

that the regulation of the lake’s water 

level had been raised several times 

in recent years. “In the event of poor 

water management, part of the lake’s 

southern shore could even become a 

desert,” Áder cautioned and suggested 

that it could be more advantageous to 

keep the water level higher. 

Discussing fishing, Áder noted the 

establishment of Balaton Fishing 

Nonprofit, a company tasked with 

managing and protecting the lake’s 

fish stock and fish breeding, as well as 

fighting poaching. He said that as a 

result of systematic fish farming, the 

bream and carp stocks had increased 

significantly in the recent years.

AUTHORITIES ISSUE 
HUNGARY HEAT ALERT 
FROM 12 NOON

Hungary’s chief medical officer has 

issued a heat alert for the whole 

country, expected to be in force from 

noon on Monday until Friday midnight. 

Temperatures higher than average may 

even put healthy individuals under 

stress and trigger health problems, 

Cecilia Muller said in a statement.


