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“The European Commission basically has one big problem with the law: that from now on, LGBTQ activists cannot go into 

schools and kindergartens to fill the heads of Hungarian children to their liking,” Péter Szijjártó told public broadcaster 

Kossuth Rádió on Sunday.

“They cannot explain to them the kind of propaganda that aims to popularise gender reassignment or homosexuality,” he 

added. Szijjártó said that the “liberal mainstream” understands democracy to mean that “everything goes the way they 

want it”.

“It has become clear in recent years that they are not democrats, because a democrat accepts that if somebody has a 

different opinion, that has to be respected,” he added.

He called out the “liberal mainstream” for striving to achieve an “absolute hegemony of opinion” and “shunning” those 

who don’t share their views.

Szijjártó said European Union institutions “are not reluctant to use EU funding for blackmail, which is why every effort must 

be made to ensure European financial matters and European political affairs can never be mixed together by anybody”.

The foreign minister has said that pressure of a vast international lobbying network is 
behind the attack against Hungary’s child protection law, in an interview.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: INTl lOBByING NETWORK BEHIND 
ATTACK ON CHIlD PROTECTION lAW

Parlt national security cttee meets 
over Pegasus

Coronavirus updates

Hungarian cinema 120 exhibition 
opens in ludwig Museum

M
TI

/T
ib

or
 Il

ly
és
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GulyÁS CAllS ON 
EuROPEAN CHRISTDEMS 
TO ORGANISE

Gergely Gulyás, the prime 

minister’s chief of staff, urged 

European Christian Democrat 

conservative political forces to 

marshal together at the Summer 

Open University in the Carpathian 

Basin in Sátoraljaújhely, in north-

eastern Hungary, on Saturday.  With 

smaller parties pitted against each 

other and the shift to the left of 

the European People’s Party (EPP), 

Gulyás said “the field has opened”.

“Our task is to bring together 

Christian Democrat movements, 

parties and forces and create an 

institutional framework for them,” he 

added.

Gulyás said Christian Democrats 

are “particularly strong” in central 

Europe, but have no representation 

on the European political scene any 

longer. He said “vast differences” 

exist between systems of values in 

western Europe and central Europe, 

adding that “Hungarians don’t tell 

Swedes, Belgians or Germans how 

to live, and we expect the same in 

return”.

At a panel discussion on the 

“Renaissance of Christian Democrats 

in Europe”, Gulyás pointed out the 

importance of establishing an alliance 

of parties to the right of the EPP that is 

free of radical elements.

“We would gladly blaze the trail 

ahead,” he said.

FIVE-PARTy ROuNDTABlE 
DISCuSSES NATIONAl 
IDENTITy, SOVEREIGNTy 
AT SuMMER uNIVERSITy

Lawmakers of five Hungarian 

parliamentary parties discussed 

issues around national identity and 

sovereignty at a roundtable panel held 

at the Summer Open University in the 

Carpathian Basin in Sátoraljaújhely, in 

north-eastern Hungary, on Friday 

afternoon.

Máté Kocsis, group leader of ruling 

Fidesz, said that “loosening national, 

religious and gender identity is the 

first, decisive step towards individuals 

and communities losing their 

sovereignty”.

“All three identities have come under 

attack in European public discourse 

and the liberal mainstream media,” 

he said, adding that “these attacks 

have sneaked into domestic politics as 

well”. Kocsis said that strong identity is 

a precondition of sovereignty, adding 

that “great powers are taking away that 

sovereignty from other states while 

small countries are fighting for their 

own”.

“Hungarians have a kind of ability to 

gain sovereignty by fighting for it, this 

is why it is worth judging Hungary’s 

position through a central European 

eye,” Kocsis said.

István Simicskó, group leader of 

the co-ruling Christian Democrats, 

identified globalisation, integration 

and migration as the three main 

challenges Hungary is facing. He said 

that all nations should be aware of their 

capabilities and values. 

“The future of Hungary definitely 

lies in a strong, sovereign state based 

on stable values and a strong sense of 

identity,” Simicskó said.

László Lóránt Keresztes, group 

leader of LMP, said the policy towards 

Hungarian communities abroad 

should never be the subject of partisan 

disputes. “It is the responsibility of all of 

us to be more successful in this area,” 

he said.

Attila Mesterhazy, of the Socialists, 

said that the government’s 

policy towards ethnic Hungarian 

organisations abroad is aimed at 

increasing their dependence on 

Budapest.

Koloman Brenner, of Jobbik, 

called his party “a guarantee” for 

ensuring that the rights of Hungarian 

communities beyond the borders will 

not be curtailed by anyone.

lMP: FIDESZ ABSENCE 
FROM CTTEE MEETING 
ON PEGASuS WOulD 
BE ADMISSION OF 
RESPONSIBIlITy

LMP believes that if politicians of 

ruling Fidesz do not participate at 

a meeting of parliament’s national 

security committee called for Monday 

to discuss the use of the Pegasus 

spyware, it would be an admission 

of the government’s responsibility 

in the matter, the opposition party’s 

co-leader said at a press conference 

streamed on Facebook on Sunday. 
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Máté Kanász-Nagy said opposition 

parties had called the committee 

meeting to establish who used the 

spyware targeting several hundred 

Hungarian citizens, including 

independent journalists, opposition 

politicians and public figures, and 

to what end in recent years. “The 

cabinet must deliver at the meeting 

an answer to the question of whether 

Hungarian specialised services bought 

and used the Pegasus spy software,” 

he added. The opposition expects to 

learn whether Justice Minister Judit 

Varga or any of her predecessors 

cleared the programme for use, and 

whether Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

had any knowledge of the surveillance, 

Kanász-Nagy said. They would also like 

to know if surveillance with the spy 

software is ongoing, he added.

SOCIAlISTS WOulD GIVE 
FAMIly CAREGIVERS 
ENTITlEMENTS

The opposition Socialists would 

ensure that Hungarians who are 

caregivers for family members are 

entitled to pensions for their work if 

they come to power, a lawmaker of 

the party said at a press conference 

streamed on Facebook on Saturday. 

Ildikó Borbély Bangó said the system 

of caregiving would be made a priority, 

first of all by resolving financing and 

other issues related to caregiving 

by family members. She added that 

remuneration for caregivers would 

be raised to the minimum wage, 

regardless if the person being cared 

for is a child or an elderly person. 

She said Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony, the Socialists’ candidate 

for prime minister, offers a “real 

chance” for the elderly and pensioners 

by “representing the majority of 

society” and “eliminating the greatest 

injustices”.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: uZBEKISTAN 
TO HONOuR HuNGARy 
IMMuNITy CERTIFICATES

Hungary and Uzbekistan have 

reached an agreement on the 

mutual recognition of each country’s 

Covid immunity certificates, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said. Under 

the agreement, Hungarians with an 

immunity card may travel to Uzbekistan 

without restriction from July 24, he 

said on Facebook. Szijjártó added 

that Hungary has reached bilateral 

agreements on honouring immunity 

certificates with 20 countries, so far.

BuDAPEST PRIDE - PRIDE 
MARCH, COuNTER-
DEMOS TAKE PlACE 
CONCuRRENTly

The 26th Budapest Pride Festival 

wound up on Saturday with a march 

organised with the slogan “Claim back 

your future!”. A number of counter-

demonstrations took place at the 

same time. The march started at 

Madách Square, in the centre of the 

Pest side of the city, and ended in a 

park in Tabán, on the other side of 

the river Danube on the Buda side. 

Prior to the march, Ádám Csikós, one 

of the Budapest Pride organisers, 

said the LGBTQ community has been 

impacted by an “unprecedented 

disenfranchisement”. He stressed 

they would not allow themselves to 

be treated as “second-class citizens” 

and acknowledged the courage of all 

of the marchers. Before the march, 

the organisers said the event was 

intended to “respond to the anxiety 

and apathy present in society”, 

adding that “the best answer to this 

is community action”.

The organisers said the march is also 

a protest against the “homophobic 

propaganda law”, “the constitutional 

stigmatising of transgender people”, 

“the ban of legal conversion” and 

“homophobic, hateful public 

discourse”.

A giant rainbow flag as well 

as smaller ones were carried by 

marchers. Banners of the opposition 

Socialist, DK, Párbeszéd and 

Momentum parties could also be 

seen among the crowd. At the end 

of the march, Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony said he joined the event 

because he cannot bear politics “that 

want to make people more and more 

wicked every day” and because he 

serves a Budapest that is “diverse” 

and “inclusive”.

“I’m a heterosexual, I belong to the 

majority. But I know that belonging 

to the majority is not a privilege, it 

is not a power to be abused. It is the 

responsibility of the majority to ensure 

that everything that is a given for me is 

also a given for everybody else in this 
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city and in this country,” he added. As 

a Christian, Karácsony said he knows 

everybody is made in the image of the 

Creator. “Although we’re not all the 

same, we are equal,” he said, adding 

that “as long as everyone isn’t free, 

nobody is free”.

A group of counter-demonstrators 

met the marchers at Fővám Square. 

Cordoned off from the marchers, the 

counter-demonstrators waved a “STOP 

LGBT” banner and chanted “Forbid it!” 

and “Dirty Pride!”.

Ahead of the march, an organisation 

dubbed European Patriots United held 

a demonstration on the corner of 

Andrássy Avenue and Bajcsy-Zsilinszky 

Street, a busy intersection not far from 

the start of the Pride March. There, 

Tamás Gaudi-Nagy, the managing 

director of the National Legal Defence 

Service, said “globalist forces want to 

make a colony of the country of the 

Holy Crown” and “sexual deviants are 

their vanguard”.  

János Volner, an independent 

lawmaker and the head of the Volner 

Party, urged everyone to participate 

in a referendum on child protection 

initiated by the government. He 

pressed them to support “the defence 

of healthy families” and oppose “LGBT 

propaganda”.

ROMA ORG luNGO DROM 
RE-ElECTS CHAIRMAN

Florián Farkas has been unanimously 

re-elected to head Lungo Drom for 

another five years, the organisation for 

protecting the interests of the Roma 

told MTI on Saturday. Lungo Drom said 

in a statement that it is committed to 

the government’s policy. As a “strategic 

ally” of governing Fidesz, Lungo 

Drom said it sees the continuation of 

the government’s social integration 

programme to be the primary means 

for establishing the conditions necessary 

for the well-being of Hungary’s Roma.

COuRBET PAINTING 
RETuRNS TO BuDAPEST

A painting by French Realist Gustave 

Courbet, the Bathers in the Forest 

(1862), has returned to Hungary after 

75 years and is set to be put on display 

in the Museum of Fine Arts in Budapest 

in November, the museum told MTI. 

The 41x33cm canvas was purchased 

by a private Hungarian collector at 

Sotheby’s in May and has been taken to 

the Budapest museum for an inspection 

by experts. The painting was originally 

bought by the Hungarian art collector 

Baron Ferenc Hatvany (1881-1958) 

in Paris in 1908. At the end of WW2, 

Hatvany’s collection of several hundred 

works of art, including the Courbet 

painting, was deposited in a bank vault 

that was looted by the Soviet Army in 

1945. The painting resurfaced at auction 

in May, after a restitution agreement was 

reached between the heirs of Hatvany 

and the painting’s owner at the time, 

the museum said. The hammer price for 

Bathers in the Forest was 320,000 dollars, 

the Budapest museum said.

FORMulA ONE 
HuNGARIAN GRAND PRIX: 
IMMuNITy WRISTBANDS 
MANDATORy

Wristbands certifying immunity against 

the coronavirus will be required to enter 

the area around Hungaroring from Friday 

until Sunday, when the racetrack hosts 

the Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix 

next weekend. Fans who buy tickets at 

the track will get their Covid immunity 

wristband with their purchase, but race-

goers who have already bought tickets 

must pick up their wristbands before 

arriving at Hungaroring, at the Akvárium 

Klub at Deák Ferenc Square, in the centre 

of the capital, or in the parking lot of the 

Auchan store in Fót, off the M3 motorway.


