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Orbán said that in a document sent to the Hungarian government the European Commission demanded that Hungary 

change its child protection laws. Although family and child protection laws are a national competency, Brussels has “put 

enormous pressure on us”, Orbán said. “They will blackmail, threaten and launch infringement procedures, delay payments, 

but we cannot give in because the future of our children is at stake,” he said. “The government alone will not be strong 

enough in that fight,” Orbán said. “We need support from every Hungarian.” Orbán said Brussels wanted Hungary “to let 

LGBTQ activists into schools, and the EC thinks that some rights at school will precede parental rights”. The EU expects this 

to “contribute to the fulfilment of the ideal of European freedom” but “children are not part of the freedom of adults and this 

is not an issue of freedom but of child protection”, he said. “They want to take the education of children away from us,” he 

said, adding that “things may be different in Western Europe but the education of Hungarian children is up to Hungarians.”

“Brussels has attacked Hungary,” Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in his regular interview 
with public broadcaster Kossuth Radio on Friday, adding that this was why a referendum 
concerning child protection was necessary.
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Hungary’s team at the opening ceremony of Tokyo Olympics
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ORBÁN: BOyCOTTING 
CHIlD PROTECTION 
REFERENDuM ‘POINTlESS’

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, in a regular 

interview with public broadcaster 

Kossuth Radio, encouraged voters to 

participate in the planned referendum 

on child protection issues, arguing that 

“staying away is boycotting the vote and 

leaving it to the majority to decide”. He 

said the aim of the referendum was 

“to protect the law” already in place, 

“therefore a boycott is pointless”. The 

prime minister rejected allegations that 

the government was aiming to divert 

public attention from other issues by 

way of the referendum, saying that 

the vote could be held in January or 

February next year.

Concerning the Pegasus spyware 

case, Orbán said that the interior 

minister “has already said everything 

there is to say”.

On another subject, Orbán said that 

the government had decided to set up its 

own post-pandemic recovery fund within 

the state budget’s economy protection 

fund and pre-finance projects that would 

be paid for by the European recovery 

fund. The prime minister said that the 

European Union was seeking a two-

month delay in the talks on Hungary’s 

recovery plan. The most important 

aspect of the European recovery fund 

is that it is fast, the prime minister said, 

adding that delaying the payments 

called into question the essence of the 

fund. Hungary is entitled to the recovery 

funds, Orbán said. “They can delay 

them, but can’t withhold them, so the 

government has decided to pre-finance 

the programmes that Brussels has already 

approved,” he said. “We’ll pay for those 

projects whether we get money from 

Brussels or not,” Orbán added.

ORBÁN: HuNGARy 
CAN’T ESCAPE FOuRTH 
PANDEMIC WAVE

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, in a regular 

interview with public broadcaster 

Kossuth Radio, said that the fourth 

wave of the coronavirus pandemic 

was already visible in Western Europe, 

adding that Hungary “will also be a 

part of it”. He insisted, however, that 

Hungary, with 55% of its population 

fully inoculated, was one of Europe’s 

safest countries in that respect. Orbán 

added that Hungary was the first 

country in Europe that will be offering 

booster Covid shots from August 1. 

The health service is encouraging the 

unvaccinated elderly to get the jab, 

while a vaccination drive will also be 

launched at schools for kids over 12 

before the start of the school year, he 

said. Concerning the Tokyo Olympics, 

the prime minister said that if the games 

were held in Hungary “they would be 

played under regular circumstances”.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: MORE 
PROPOSAlS APPROVED 
TO SPEED uP ECONOMIC 
RECOVERy

The operative board coordinating 

Hungary’s economic recovery 

approved eight more measures 

to help restart the economy, Péter 

Szijjártó, the minister for foreign 

affairs and trade, said. The operative 

board has approved infrastructure and 

logistics developments in Komárom, 

Göd, Dunakeszi and Nyíregyháza, the 

minister said. The city of Komárom 

in the north, where a South Korean 

company has built one of the largest 

electric vehicle battery plants in 

Europe, will see a major upgrade of 

its transport infrastructure, including 

its railway line, he said. The industrial 

park in eastern Hungary’s Nyíregyháza 

will also undergo a significant upgrade 

with a view to attracting more 

investors, Szijjártó said. Meanwhile, 

an industrial innovation development 

zone will be established outside the 

city of Göd, which is also home to one 

of the world’s largest vehicle battery 

plants, he added. In Dunakeszi, a 

modern railway transshipment centre 

will be built to serve the logistical 

needs of industrial areas north of 

Budapest, he said.

Under another measure, 

construction of Hungary’s MotoGP 

race track in Hajdúnánás in the eastern 

part of the country will be speeded up 

so that it is ready to host a race by 2023, 

the minister said. Also, the government 

will streamline the registration of 

patents, the recognition of higher 

education degrees obtained abroad 

and the settlement of IT professionals 

in Hungary, Szijjártó added. He said 

these measures were necessary for 

Hungary to hold its own in the ever 

more competitive global economic 
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environment. The period following the 

pandemic will decide which countries 

will be the winners of the new era of 

the global economy, he added.

HuNGARy, NETHERlANDS 
TO SET uP PANDEMIC 
WORKING GROuP

Hungary and the Netherlands have 

agreed to set up a coronavirus 

working group comprising 

doctors and experts to share 

their experiences concerning the 

pandemic, the state secretary for 

communications and international 

representation said. Tamás Menczer 

said in a Facebook post after 

talks with Dutch Health Minister 

Hugo de Jonge that although the 

two countries had their political 

disagreements, “we are fighting side 

by side against the virus.” Menczer 

said he and De Jonge were in 

agreement that the vaccine was the 

only solution to the virus and that it 

was crucial to increase vaccination 

rates. The state secretary said he 

had informed De Jonge that 54% of 

Hungarians have already received 

their second Covid-19 jab and that 

the minister had spoken highly of 

Hungary’s vaccination campaign. 

“We both believe that the fourth 

wave of the pandemic is a threat to 

all European countries, but it is the 

unvaccinated who will be the most 

vulnerable,” Menczer said, adding 

that those who have been inoculated 

were only likely to experience mild 

symptoms if they contract the virus.

OFFICIAl: NEARly 76,000 
FRESHMEN IN HIGHER 
EDuCATION FROM 
SEPTEMBER

Fully 101,881 young people, 11.1% 

more than last year, have applied for 

university or college education, state 

secretary Tamás Schanda told a press 

conference. Three-quarters of the 

applicants, 75,748 people have been 

admitted for the next academic year 

starting in September, Schanda said, 

adding that 81% of them will attend 

state-financed programmes. The 

largest number of applicants have 

been admitted by Budapest’s ELTE 

university, followed by Debrecen 

University and the Budapest Business 

School.

GOVT OFFICIAl: BEING 
HuNGARIAN ‘ADVANTAGE’

The government has succeeded 

in reuniting the Hungarian nation 

over the past decade, and today 

being Hungarian is an advantage 

everywhere in the Carpathian Basin, 

the state secretary in charge of policies 

for Hungarian communities abroad 

said at a roundtable discussion in 

Sátoraljaújhely, in north-eastern 

Hungary, on Friday. The Hungarian 

communities of the Carpathian Basin 

will only be strong if Hungary is strong 

economically, morally and politically, 

Árpád János Potápi told the event at 

the Summer Open University in the 

Carpathian Basin. He said the period 

since 2010 had been Hungary’s most 

successful decade of the past century. 

Hungarians must be represented at 

every existing political forum in order 

to be in a position to strengthen their 

institutions in areas like education, 

culture and sports, Potápi said. He said 

every single locality in the Carpathian 

Basin populated by Hungarians had 

received some form of support in 

recent years.

László Brenzovics, head of the 

Transcarpathian Hungarian Cultural 

Association (KMKSZ), said Ukraine 

had become the poorest country in 

Europe and had taken away the rights 

of its national minorities. He said the 

ethnic Hungarian community in 

Ukraine today was less able to rely on 

international law for protection, but 

thanked the Hungarian government 

for its support of the community. 

István Pásztor, head of the Alliance of 

Vojvodina Hungarians (VMSZ), said the 

pandemic had disproved the claim that 

it was possible to live without politics. 

Vojvodina Hungarians have come to 

recognise that “the Hungarian political 

option” could be of significant help to 

them in their everyday lives, he said, 

noting that VMSZ had achieved its best 

result in the Serbian elections of the 

past 30 years. Krisztián Forró, head of 

the Party of the Hungarian Community 

(MKP) in Slovakia, said all of his party’s 

calls for improving the situation of 

minorities in Slovakia in the recent 

period had been in vain. Democratic 

Union of Hungarians of Croatia (HMDK) 

leader Róbert Jankovics said his party 

had held on to its position in last year’s 
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parliamentary elections and had been 

successful in deepening its ties with 

Croatia’s centre-right government.

Leader of Slovenia’s Hungarian 

Self-Governing Ethnic Community of 

Pomurje (MMONK) Ferenc Horváth said 

that for the first time in 30 years, his party 

had reached a “practical” agreement 

with the Slovenian government, which 

he said would be of significant help to 

the local Hungarian community. István 

Csomortányi, head of the Transylvanian 

Hungarian People’s Party (EMNP), 

expressed his party’s support for the 

Hungarian government’s referendum 

on child protection, saying that they 

would do everything in their power to 

increase turnout among Transylvanian 

dual citizens. Barna Tánczos, Romania’s 

minister for environmental protection, 

said that the past few years had 

been successful for Romania’s ethnic 

Hungarian community, and expressed 

hope that the current cabinet would stay 

in power for the longer term.

DK TuRNS TO MINISTERS 
OVER PEGASuS SPy 
PROGRAMME

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) is turning to five ministers and 

the public prosecutor, requesting 

answers on the purchase of Pegasus, 

and whether the spyware was used 

to wiretap Hungarian journalists and 

businessmen. DK deputy leader Ágnes 

Vadai told an online press conference 

on Friday that Israeli company NSO’s 

software had been developed to 

harvest data from mobile phones. 

The software was used to surveil 

Hungarian investigative journalists, 

businessmen and their acquaintances, 

as well as “at least one mayor”, Vadai 

said. In the “biggest scandal of modern 

Hungarian democracy”, indirect 

evidence has come to light that the 

Hungarian government was behind 

the surveillance, she said.

DK is now turning to Interior Minister 

Sándor Pintér, Finance Minister Mihály 

Varga, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó, 

Head of the Prime Minister’s Office Gergely 

Gulyás, Justice Minister Judit Varga and 

Public Prosecutor Péter Polt to ask which 

institution purchased the software and to 

request explanation on the use it was put 

to. “Such actions cannot remain without 

consequences, investigative journalists 

are wiretapped only in the darkest 

dictatorships,” Vadai said.

Meanwhile, all parties of the 

parliamentary opposition called on 

majority members of parliament’s 

national security committee “not to 

thwart” a Monday meeting on Pegasus. 

“If governing party members of the 

committee fail to turn up for Monday’s 

session the opposition will take that 

as an admission,” DK, Jobbik, LMP, 

Momentum, the Socialist Party and 

Párbeszéd said in a joint statement. 

Signatories to the statement also said 

that government ministers had recently 

made “contradictory, wishy-washy 

statements” and “did not deny” application 

of the contested spyware. János Stummer, 

the Jobbik-delegated head of the 

parliamentary committee, had convened 

a meeting for Monday, to hear the interior 

and foreign ministers behind closed doors.

PÁRBESZÉD: GOVT AT 
ROOT OF WEAK FORINT, 
HIGH INFlATION

The Hungarian government and central 

bank governor György Matolcsy have 

failed to improve the competitiveness of 

Hungarian companies and have kept the 

forint weak, causing high inflation, the 

opposition Párbeszéd said. Bence Tordai, 

the party’s deputy group leader, told an 

online press conference that Fidesz had 

funnelled development funding into 

“the pockets of friends and the party’s 

clientele”. Hungarian companies are 

now only able to compete with foreign 

counterparts by virtue of the weak forint, 

which in turn leads to high inflation, 

he said. At the same time, family and 

pensioner benefits have remained 

the same for the past 11 years, he said. 

Meanwhile, climate change further 

raises the price of basic foodstuffs, he 

said. After the “government change” in 

next April’s election, “those losing out 

on high inflation will be compensated,” 

Tordai said.

GOVT OFFICIAl: OVER 
20,000 FAMIlIES APPly 
FOR HOME RENOVATION 
SuBSIDIES

More than 20,000 families have 

submitted applications for home 

renovation subsidies so far, the minister 

for family affairs said. More than 10,500 

families have already been awarded 

subsidies worth over a combined 

17 billion forints (EUR 47.4m), Katalin 
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Novák said in a video message on 

Facebook. She noted that under the 

scheme launched in January, the 

government is offering to cover up to 

half of home renovation costs, with a 

grant capped at 3 million forints, for 

families with at least one child. “We 

trust that this home renovation subsidy 

can help a lot of families,” Novák said, 

noting that Hungarians have until the 

end of next year to apply for grants.

HuNGARy REGISTERS 
85 NEW CORONAVIRuS 
INFECTIONS, NO FATAlITIES

No patients died over the past 24 

hours, while 85 new Covid infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Friday. So far 5,588,272 

people have received a first jab, while 

5,357,511 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 33,804, while hospitals 

are treating 67 Covid patients, nine 

of whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 1,376 people in official 

quarantine, while 6,284,811 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 809,101 infections have 

been registered, while the number of 

fatalities stands at 30,020. Fully 745,277 

people have made a recovery. So far, 

most infections have been registered 

in Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén, Győr-Moson-Sopron and 

Hajdú-Bihar.

STIMuluS lIFTS BuDGET 
DEFICIT TO HuF 1,704.5 
BN IN JuNE, MINISTRy 
CONFIRMS

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget 

deficit, excluding local councils, 

reached 1,704.5 billion forints (EUR 

4.8bn) at the end of June, widening 

on stimulus measures, the finance 

ministry confirmed in a detailed 

reading of data on Friday. “Recent 

measures, such as wage support, tax 

breaks and pension supplements, 

have left significant resources in the 

economy,” the ministry said. “The 

position of the budget this year has 

been impacted significantly, too, by tax 

exemptions and wage subsidies that 

went to players in hard-hit sectors until 

the end of May,” it added.

The ministry noted that, from 

June, pensioners got a retroactive 

inflation-linked supplement that 

adds up to around 26 billion forints. 

“The budget continues to ensure the 

resources necessary for the restart of 

the economy: coverage required for 

workplace creation, for investment 

incentives and for tax reductions is 

available in full,” the ministry said. 

The government aims to achieve 

economic growth this year of “at 

least 5.5%” through “supportive fiscal 

policy”, it added. The central budget 

ran a 1,534.7 billion forint deficit at 

the end of June, the social insurance 

funds were by 198.2 billion forints in 

the red, and the separate state funds 

had a 28.4 billion forint surplus. In June 

alone, the budget deficit came to 392.0 

billion forints.


