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Gergely Gulyás said the prime minister had announced the five-question referendum on child protection in response to 

the events of the past weeks, which the government saw as an “attack from Brussels”. If the referendum will be valid, the 

regulations will have to stay in force for three years, Gulyás said in response to a question. The government will specify the 

reinforced laws at a later date, and will announce whether further legislation has become necessary, he said. Gulyás said 

there were no cases where gender reassignment surgery was promoted for minors in Hungary, and said the amendment 

was designed to prevent such cases. The issue is a “fight the whole of central Europe is engaged in, where we have to show 

that the region’s culture, values and identity are as much a part of the EU as that of Western Europe,” he said. A successful 

EU is “unimaginable” in the long term without their coexistence, he said. A referendum on migration in 2016 contributed 

to the government’s success in stopping the EU from forcing mandatory resettlement quotas on Hungary, he said.

The referendum on child protection will be held at the end of 2021 or early 2022, and 
is expected to strengthen Hungary’s position, the prime minister’s chief of staff told a 
regular press briefing.

CHILD PROTECTION VOTE TO BE HELD BY EARLY ‘22
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GULYÁS: TALKS ON 
HUNGARY’S POST-
PANDEMIC RECOVERY 
PLAN RE-OPENED AFTER 
CHILD PROTECTION LAW

Addressing a regular press briefing, 

Gergely Gulyás, the prime minister’s 

chief of staff, said Hungary and 

the European Union had reached 

an agreement on Hungary’s post-

pandemic recovery plan, but Brussels 

had “re-opened” the issue after 

Hungary passed its child protection 

law. This, he said, had been followed 

by continued “political accusations” 

and a media campaign launched 

against the country. Citing Hungary’s 

constitution, Gulyás said “human 

dignity is inviolable.” It is the state’s 

constitutional obligation to perform 

the tasks of child protection, he said. 

A clear stance of Hungarians is the only 

tool in the government’s hands against 

the current infringement procedure, he 

said. It will help the government create 

child protection measures in line with 

the citizens’ preferences, he said.

Hungary continues to strive for 

“loyal cooperation” with the EU, 

Gulyás said. “Hopefully, the European 

Commission’s head will be able to keep 

its institution in order,” he added. “It 

is particularly conflicting to see the 

Czech commissioner talk about 

corruption, as she herself had been in 

prison for graft,” he said.

The government is continuing the 

talks on the use of the EU’s recovery 

fund, but will also allocate monies from 

the budget and announce tenders 

“to make sure that Hungarian voters 

feel the EU funding is secondary” 

to economic recovery, he said. EU 

funds are regularly pre-financed, and 

the government will continue that 

practice, he said. It is in Hungary’s 

interest to stay in the EU, but it 

will maintain its right to influence 

the “club’s rules” and to decide on 

issues that lie within member state 

competencies, he said.

GULYÁS: 14 MORE CASES 
OF DELTA VARIANT 
CONFIRMED IN HUNGARY

Gergely Gulyás, the prime minister’s 

chief of staff, told a regular press 

briefing that tests by the National 

Public Health Centre (NNK) have 

identified the presence of the Delta 

variant of the coronavirus in 14 new 

cases and the Gamma variant in one 

new case. Altogether 23 people 

have tested positive with the Delta 

variant in Hungary and two with the 

Gamma variant so far, he said. Most 

experts agree that the Delta variant 

is spreading at a much faster pace 

than any other variants detected 

earlier, Gulyás said. He emphasised 

the importance of vaccination, 

insisting that it is the sole tool of 

protection against any variant of 

the virus. “Only a country where the 

number of vaccinations is very high 

will become protected,” he said, asking 

Hungarians who are yet to receive a 

vaccine to register for inoculation. 

Booster shots will be available from 

August 1, to be administered at least 

4 months after the second shot unless 

the doctor advises otherwise, he said. 

It is imperative that public trust in the 

vaccine is maintained, he said.

GULYÁS: LINKING EU 
FUNDS TO JUDICIARY 
REFORM ‘NONSENSICAL’

Linking payments of the EU’s 

Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) 

to “judiciary reform” in Hungary is 

“nonsensical”, the prime minister’s 

chief of staff told a regular press 

briefing. The Hungarian judiciary 

reform was concluded nine years 

ago in perfect coordination with the 

European Commission, and so the 

condition is actually a criticism of the 

previous Commission rather than the 

government, Gergely Gulyás said. An 

agreement on the recovery funding 

is “up to the Commission ... but our 

experiences in the past few days are 

not good”, he said. Since education 

is in the hands of the member states, 

the EC’s argument is “extremely weak”, 

he said.

Gulyás said that if EU funding will be 

withheld from Hungary at all, it will be 

because of the EU’s objections to the 

child protection law rather than risk of 

corruption as stated in the European 

Union’s recent report on the rule of 

law in Hungary. Although Hungary’s 

EU membership “has no alternative”, 

the government rejects EU institutions’ 

attempts at “stealthy power grabs” and 

to claw competencies from member 

states, he said. Hungary, among other 
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member states in central European and 

elsewhere, rejects the EU’s Fit for 55 

climate protection plan and stands 

by the view that the largest polluters, 

rather than EU citizens, should bear the 

costs of climate protection, Gulyás said.

Regarding press reports that 

some 300 Hungarians, opposition 

politicians and journalists among 

them, were wiretapped using 

Pegasus, an Israeli-developed spy 

software, Gulyás insisted there were 

no allegations of unlawful actions in 

the reports. “If everything was done 

within the bounds of the law, all is 

well,” he said. The “artificially stoked 

hysterics” around Pegasus “fits well 

into the international environment 

the Hungarian government has had 

to face in the past few days”, he said. 

No one was wiretapped because of 

their political views or because they 

are journalists, he said. “We support 

the national security council in 

fulfilling its analytic tasks. We do not 

support scare-mongering,” Gulyás 

said. National security procedures 

are subject to rigorous control 

mechanisms, and the harvested data 

can only be used for the purposes 

defined by law, he noted. The 

Hungarian security services collected 

data only in line with the relevant 

regulations, he said. The procedures 

will be reviewed by parliament’s 

national security committee, he added. 

Referring to the opposition’s recent 

attempt to convene an extraordinary 

session of the committee, he said “the 

specific technology of data collection” 

did not warrant such a session.

SZIJJÁRTÓ TO BBC: 
HUNGARY UNDER 
CONSTANT ‘ATTACK FROM 
BRUSSELS’

Hungary is under “continuous attack 

from Brussels, whatever we decide, 

European institutions find a way to put 

some pressure on us and to blackmail 

us so we change our decisions and 

not use national competencies,” 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

in an interview with BBC. Hungary is 

ready for dialogue with the EU but 

will not enter into “debates based on 

stereotypes,” Szijjártó said. Current 

debates are focusing on the future 

of Europe, Szijjártó said. The EU 

institutions are “federalists”, working 

to create a “United States of Europe 

which we definitely oppose”, he said. 

Hungary’s approach, “currently in 

minority”, proposes that the European 

Union is necessary but should be 

based on strong nation states, he 

said. Hungary therefore wants national 

competencies to be kept in the hands 

of the nations. “Our goal is to make 

[the] European Union stronger,” he 

said.

“We are definitely not going to 

change our approach” on specific 

policy issues which heads of certain 

member states have said went against 

the EU’s core values, he said. “These are 

all politically motivated perceptions,” 

he said.

“We are a conservative, Christian 

Democrat, patriotic government with 

a very stable background in parliament 

and the society,” Szijjártó said. Such 

a strong mandate allows very little 

external interference from outside the 

country, he said.

Regarding the EU’s recent report 

on the rule of law in Hungary, which 

saw “risks of clientelism, favouritism, 

nepotism in public administration and 

risks arising from the links between 

business and political actors”, the 

foreign minister said the document 

was “a politically motivated, biased, 

unbalanced, unfair, blackmailing 

type of document”. The EC is using 

the funds for blackmail and to gain 

influence over issues that are clearly 

in the hands of the member states, 

he said. Threatening Hungary with 

withholding those funds because of 

policy issues is “unacceptable”, he said. 

However, Hungary will be able to boost 

its post-pandemic performance and 

produce substantial GDP growth by 

the end of the year even without the 

recovery fund, he said.

Regarding Hungary’s child 

protection law, which the European 

Union has slammed as discriminatory 

against the LGBTQ community, Szijjártó 

said the law banned NGO activists 

from talking about sexual orientation 

in kindergartens and schools “without 

our knowledge and consent”, leaving 

sex education in the hands of experts. 

He said he was “sure” the Hungarian 

law fully complied with European 

regulations. The referendum recently 

announced on the subject will give 

an opportunity to Hungarians to 

express their views on the topic, “and 

everybody will have to respect that.”
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In response to a question on press 

reports that some 300 Hungarians 

have been wiretapped using Pegasus, 

a software developed by Israeli 

company NSO, Szijjártó said the Orbán 

government “has not monitored or 

wiretapped anyone illegally” since it 

came to power in 2010. No one was 

wiretapped just because they were 

“not friendly” with the government, he 

said. Regarding Dutch prime minister 

Mark Rutte’s remarks on Hungary “not 

having a place in the EU”, Szijjártó said 

Rutte “hates Hungary”. “Hungary will 

continue to be the member of the 

European Union and work on a strong 

EU,” he said.

PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE 
LAUNCHES INVESTIGATION 
INTO PEGASUS CASE

The Regional Proscutor’s Office 

of Investigations of Budapest has 

launched an investigation into the so-

called Pegasus case under suspicion 

of illegally gathering information. The 

investigation is aimed at ascertaining 

whether criminal activities have been 

committed, the National Prosecutor’s 

Office of Investigations said in a 

statement on Thursday.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
HAS VESTED INTEREST IN 
EASTERN UKRAINE PEACE

Hungary has a vested interest in a 

peaceful and stable Ukraine and 

in maintaining good neighbourly 

relations and fair cooperation with 

the country, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said after talks with his 

Ukrainian counterpart Dmytro Kuleba 

in Kiev. Addressing a joint press 

conference with Kuleba, Szijjártó said 

he had delivered ten more ventilators 

to Ukraine. Hungary has so far 

delivered 110 ventilators and several 

sets of protective gear worth over 

a combined 3.5 billion forints (EUR 

9.7m) to its north-eastern neighbour, 

the minister said. “The fourth wave 

of the coronavirus pandemic is here, 

and it is important for Hungary’s safety 

that its neighbours, too, can mount 

an effective defence against it,” he 

said. Szijjártó said he had reached an 

agreement to allow Ukrainian citizens 

transit through Hungary by road and 

by railway towards western Europe.

In response to a question from 

MTI, Szijjártó noted that Hungary 

and Ukraine have agreed to mutually 

recognise each other’s immunity 

certificates. Moreover, people living in 

Ukraine’s Transcarpathian region are 

eligible to register for a jab in Hungary 

irrespective of their nationality, he 

said. Meanwhile, Szijjártó said that 

the two countries’ experts had 

agreed on the implementation of 

border controls at the border crossing 

between Nagyhódos and Velyka Palad 

(Nagypalád). On another subject, the 

minister said the Hungarian-Ukrainian 

working group on vaccination was 

set to reconvene on Sept. 16. He 

expressed hope that the two sides 

would make progress in their talks 

on the issue of Hungarian-language 

education in Ukraine’s Hungarian 

schools. Meanwhile, the Hungarian-

Ukrainian economic mixed committee 

is scheduled to meet on Sept. 29-30, 

he said.

Szijjártó said he was the first official 

from a country holding the presidency 

of the Council of Europe to visit eastern 

Ukraine’s war zone. He noted that 

Hungary had contributed funds to 

the renovation of a clinic in Stanytsia 

Luhanska, and 140,000 euros to the 

CoE’s action plan on Ukraine. “Also 

there are 21 Hungarians serving in the 

OSCE’s special monitoring mission in 

the war zone,” he noted. Szijjártó and 

Kuleba signed an agreement on the 

mutual recognition of their countries’ 

higher education degrees.

Kuleba said they had agreed 

to erect a monument honouring 

Ukraine’s fallen soldiers in Budapest, 

while Ukraine will allow Hungary to 

expand its military cemetery in the 

Transcarpathian village of Pidpolozzja 

(Vezérszállás).

SZÁZADVÉG: MAJORITY 
OF HUNGARIANS REJECT 
‘SEXUAL PROPAGANDA 
TARGETING MINORS’

An overwhelming majority of 

Hungarians reject “sexual propaganda” 

aimed at minors in schools and the 

media, according to a survey released 

by the Századvég Foundation. 

The pollster noted that the latest 

amendment of Hungary’s child 

protection law has prompted an 

infringement procedure in Brussels 

citing alleged violations of European 
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Union rules and discrimination 

on the basis of sexual orientation. 

The Hungarian government’s 

announcement on Wednesday to hold 

a referendum on child protection was 

a reaction to “pressure from Brussels” 

in connection with the new law, 

Századvég said.

Századvég found that 73% of 

respondents opposed classes 

on sexual orientation to be held 

without parental consent in 

institutes of public education, 

while 24% expressed no concern. 

Fully 88% rejected the presentation 

of media contents to minors on 

gender change and another 89% 

disapproved showing content to 

minors that may influence their 

sexual development, Századvég 

said. Ninety-one percent Hungarians 

rejected that minors should have 

access to gender reassigning surgery 

in Hungary, and 93% were against the 

“promotion” of such interventions, 

Századvég said.

DK ACCUSES FIDESZ OF 
LOOKING TO LEAVING EU

The threat that ruling Fidesz would 

lead Hungary out of the European 

Union is greater than ever, the 

opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) said on Thursday, pledging 

to thwart such plans. “Having 

had enough of the Hungarian 

government’s corruption and its 

attempts to dismantle Hungarian 

democracy, the European Union 

has decided to withhold EU funding 

for the country,” Sándor Rónai, an 

MEP of the party, said. “Despite the 

lies [Fidesz leaders] spread about 

a war against Hungary,” the funds 

were stalled because of “a decade’s 

worth of unhemmed thievery ... and 

because Fidesz criminals who have 

defrauded the EU funds of billions 

are still running free,” Rónai said. 

“Up to now, we could trust that 

this deeply corrupt regime has no 

interest in leaving the EU because 

they needed the billions they could 

steal. The European Commission’s 

decision on the back of a rule-of-

law mechanism has put an end to 

that. That is why we have never 

been in a greater danger of Fidesz 

leading the country out of the EU,” 

he said. The general election in 2022 

will be “between Viktor Orbán and 

Hungary’s EU membership”, he said.

TOP COURT THWARTS 
MUNICIPAL HOUSING LAW 
STIPULATIONS

Stipulations in Hungary’s recent 

municipal housing law facilitating a 

purchase option to tenants renting 

their units for a shorter term than 

25 years are in contravention with 

the constitution, the Constitutional 

Court said in a ruling published on 

Thursday. The constitutional review 

was initiated by President János 

Áder, who thought that allowing 

tenants to privatise their municipal 

units in historical monuments was 

in conflict with a constitutional 

stipulation to preserve the national 

heritage, and such restrictions to 

the ownership of local governments 

were not justified. In its justification, 

the court said that ensuring a 

purchase option to tenants should 

be followed by indemnification to 

the local governments in proportion 

with the assets they lose in the 

transaction. According to the court, 

the original purpose of the law to 

provide options to tenants of housing 

units in historical buildings similar to 

the privatisation option offered to 

municipal tenants in the 1990s, would 

only be met in the case of long-term 

tenants. The top court also noted 

that the state had a constitutional 

obligation to introduce sufficient 

guarantees that historical buildings, 

when privatised, should continue 

to be managed in line with their 

historical value.

CARPATHIAN BASIN 
SUMMER UNIVERSITY 
OPENS IN NE HUNGARY

The Summer Open University in 

the Carpathian Basin opened in 

Sátoraljaújhely, in north-eastern 

Hungary, on Thursday. Addressing 

the opening, Zsolt Németh, the 

head of parliament’s foreign affairs 

committee, said it was Hungarians’ 

openness to success, rather than 

conformity to expectations from 

the West, that was the key to their 

own and Europe’s future. He said 

central Europe had the potential 

to restart “like a Mercedes-Benz” 

after the pandemic, and “become a 
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success story in which Hungarians 

also have a role”. The principle of 

“your success is my success” will be 

the future for Europe, while “national 

minorities are both the engines 

behind and the beneficiaries of that 

approach”, Németh said. He insisted 

that central Europe was a “region of 

freedom” with peoples rejecting 

external pressures “whether from 

the Habsburgs, the Ottomans or 

Communists” as well as “the pressure 

from Brussels, which has recently 

surfaced”.

“This theoretical basis has a clear 

ideology, which we could call a right-

wing renaissance, which determines 

the future ideals of a national identity, 

and approaches to the current state 

of Christian Democracy and national 

sovereignty,” Németh said. “Together 

we can resist divisive attacks, no matter 

what part of the world they should 

come from.” “Respect for national 

minorities, respect for neighbouring 

nations, and respect for ourselves, for 

our own national community,” Németh 

said.

Addressing a panel discussion on 

minority protection at the summer 

university, Justice Minister Judit 

Varga said that the European Union 

was experiencing a clash of two 

conflicting visions on its future. One, 

she said, wanted strong cooperation 

among strong member states, while 

the other was a federalist vision 

looking to transcend nation states 

and weaken natural communities 

and the concepts of the family, 

the nation and identity. Hungary 

along with several other European 

Union member states supports the 

idea of a strong Europe of strong 

nations. As regards the protection 

of minorities, the minister said 

that while the EU was prepared to 

protect sexual minorities “even if it 

means circumventing the law”, the 

protection of national minorities 

was seen as less important. “The 

government is continuing its fight 

in Brussels on this issue, constantly 

pointing out the use of double 

standards,” she said.

HUNGARY RECORDS ONE 
COVID FATALITY, 71 NEW 
INFECTIONS

One Covid patient died in the past 24 

hours, while 71 new infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said. 

So far 5,583,815 people have received 

a first jab, while 5,344,123 have been 

fully vaccinated. The number of active 

infections has declined to 34,282, 

while hospitals are treating 62 Covid 

patients, 10 of whom need respiratory 

assistance.

There are 1,384 people in official 

quarantine, while 6,274,804 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 809,016 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 30,020. Fully 744,714 people 

have made a recovery. So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed 

by the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-

Zemplén, Győr-Moson-Sopron and 

Hajdú-Bihar.

HUNGARY POLICE BUST 
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN 
SMUGGLING RING

Hungary’s National Investigation 

Bureau (NNI) has cracked an 

international human smuggling ring 

in a joint operation with Bulgarian 

and Greek authorities, the bureau 

said on Thursday. The operation 

supported by European police 

agency Europol also nabbed the 

members of criminal cells operating 

in Hungary, the NNI said in a 

statement. NNI agents apprehended 

eight suspected human smugglers 

who are believed to have attempted 

to smuggle 87 illegal migrants 

to western Europe, it said. The 

bureau said that its Székesfehérvár 

department had identified a criminal 

gang that had been operating in 

Hungary since the beginning of 

the year. The network had been 

engaging in human smuggling 

activities between Hungary’s 

southern and western borders.

Investigators say the network’s 

organisers had provided their 

smugglers with luxury vehicles 

which had been brought into 

Hungary on trailers. The Ukrainian 

and Georgian drivers who were 

recruited abroad and stationed in 

Hungary were “experienced and 

good drivers with quick ref lexes” 

who resisted police intervention 

and often resorted to escaping 

on foot, the statement said. The 

human smuggling operations 
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that took place in Hungary were 

managed by a family-based 

criminal gang in Bulgaria, and its 

members were carrying out similar 

activities in Greece, the NNI said. 

During the operation NNI agents 

surveilled and identified 19 vehicles 

used for human smuggling and 

10 trailers used to transport the 

vehicles.

GOVT OFFICIAL MARKS 
ANNIVERSARY OF BATTLE 
OF NÁNDORFEHÉRVÁR

Hungary is playing a key role in 

protecting Europe’s borders, its 

values and shared Christian traditions 

just as it did in 1456, the year of the 

battle of Nándorfehérvár (present-

day Belgrade) against the Ottoman 

Empire, a government official said 

on Thursday. Szilárd Németh, a state 

secretary of the Defence Ministry, 

marked the anniversary of the 

victory over the Ottoman occupying 

army at an event held at the statue 

of János Hunyadi, the defending 

army’s commander, in Budapest. 

The memorial day is marked all over 

Europe as an example of patriotism, 

self-sacrifice, European cooperation 

and Christianity, Németh said. The 

midday tolling of Christian church 

bells continues to mark the victory, 

he added.

PALKOVICS ANNOUNCES 
MOTORSPORT TALENT 
SUPPORT INITIATIVE

The Hungarian Motorsport 

Development Agency (HUMDA) is 

setting up a programme to scout and 

develop future motor racing talent, 

Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics said. The new talent 

development programme will aim to 

give as many young people as possible 

a chance to dip their toes into the 

world of motor racing, Palkovics said. 

He noted that one of the main goals of 

HUMDA was to popularise and develop 

motorsports in Hungary.


