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The pope said that he would pay a pastoral visit to Slovakia between September 12 and 15. 

The Hungarian Catholic community is looking forward to Pope Francis’ visit “with great joy and love”, Cardinal Péter Erdő, the 

head of the Hungarian Catholic Church, said in a message sent to MTI, following the announcement. “We pray that with the 

easing of the pandemic situation, the visit of the Holy Father will be a sign of hope and a new beginning for us,” Erdő said.

The Hungarian government was “pleased to hear Pope Francis announce his acceptance of the invitation to Budapest 

and is looking forward to seeing him at the closing mass”, the Prime Minister’s Office told MTI.In a statement signed by 

Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén, they said “consultations on details of the Holy Father’s visit continue in the customary 

manner”. The Prime Minister’s Office stressed that they were looking forward to the international meeting of Catholics and 

the government will provide all the necessary assistance to make it a success.

Pope Francis announced plans to concelebrate the closing mass of the 52nd 
International Eucharistic Congress in Budapest on September 12. 
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PM Orbán addresses officers’ inauguration
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ORBÁN ATTENDS 
INAUGURATION OF POLICE 
OFFICERS 

“If we allow others to tell us how we 

should live, who should be allowed 

to live in Hungary, how we should 

organise our lives and raise our 

children, we will be lost,” Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said at the inauguration 

ceremony of young police officers at 

the National Public Service University. 

In his address, the prime minister 

said that the graduates had “a mission 

to protect the safety of Hungarian 

families and Hungarian people”. 

Orbán said the officers would “serve 

a great cause more important than 

their person, entering the ranks of 

those who have managed a Hungarian 

world, order, peace and public calm for 

work and creation for a thousand years; 

when it was necessary, they fought to 

recover the safety which is crucial for 

development and prosperity”. The 

new officers will face hard work in a 

fundamentally changed world, he said. 

“In some countries those in uniform do 

not count and in some places those 

disturbing public order are openly 

supported,” Orbán said, but added 

that “Hungary is not a country like that”. 

“But the problem is here already, 

our southern borders are besieged 

by human smugglers and terrorists. 

We have reports of brutal crimes 

committed by people abusing the 

confidence of their hosts,” he said, 

adding that countries “earlier thought 

solid” could soon find themselves 

nearing chaos, therefore “we always 

need to be vigilant, strong, and firm”.

NUMBER OF INOCULATED 
REACHES 5.5 M, MASKS 
NOT MANDATORY  
FROM SAT

The number of people inoculated 

against the coronavirus has reached 

5.5 million in Hungary and masks will 

not be mandatory from Saturday, the 

government website kormany.hu 

said. Interior Minister Sándor Pintér 

announced in an official decree that 

the number of inoculated had reached 

5.5 million, allowing the sixth phase 

of the gradual easing of restrictions 

to enter into force on Saturday, the 

website said. 

Mask-wearing in shops and on 

public transport will no longer 

be mandatory, though the rule 

remains in force in social care 

settings and hospitals. Immunity 

certificates will not be required for 

the use of catering establishments, 

accommodation services, leisure 

facilities and for cultural events and 

performances with pre-booked 

seats. Shops will not be required to 

maintain restrictions on the number 

of customers and social distancing 

rules.

One hundred people will be allowed 

to attend private events, up from 50, 

and the limit for weddings will go up 

from 200 to 400 people. Immunity 

certificates will still be required for 

participation in sporting, music and 

dance events, as well as concerts held 

indoors and outdoor events with more 

than 500 spectators.

FIDESZ JOINS 
KACZYNSKI’S 
DECLARATION ON FUTURE 
OF EUROPE

Hungary’s ruling Fidesz party has 

signed a declaration on the future 

of Europe drawn up by Poland’s Law 

and Justice (PiS) party chief Jaroslaw 

Kaczynski, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, 

Fidesz’s leader, said. In a video posted 

on Fidesz’s Facebook page, Orbán 

said Kaczynski had called on parties 

with similar positions to PiS to sign 

the declaration issued after months 

of planning as a contribution to the 

ongoing debate on the future of the 

European Union. The declaration 

concerns the protection of nations, 

families and traditional Christian 

values, Orbán said. “Fidesz answered 

the call, because as the declaration 

states, we want this joint document 

to form the basis of our cultural and 

political work,” the prime minister said. 

“This is how we wish to take part in the 

debate on the future of the European 

Union.”

SZIJJÁRTÓ: GOVT 
APPROVES ECONOMY 
OPERATIVE BOARD 
PROPOSALS

The government has approved six 

proposals submitted by the operative 

board for coordinating the economic 

recovery, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
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and Trade Péter Szijjártó, who heads 

the body, said at a press conference. 

The government decided to expand 

the number of counties in which 

the investment value threshold for 

subsidies is 5 million euros by two to 

seven, Szijjártó said. The investment 

value threshold for subsidy eligibility 

is 10 million euros in other counties. 

The value threshold for R+D 

investments eligible for subsidies will 

be lowered from 3 million euros to 1 

million euros, while the job creation 

threshold for such investments falls 

from 30 to ten, he added. Regulations 

governing Magyar Eximbank will be 

modified allowing it to offer businesses 

flexible export credit insurance, he 

said. Rules on telecommuting will be 

streamlined and “unnecessary” statutes 

eliminated, he added.

To address labour shortages in 

some sectors, Szijjártó said workers 

who were trained abroad and whose 

first language is not Hungarian will be 

allowed to take practical vocational 

examinations with the help of an 

interpreter. He said the government 

decided to expedite 17 infrastructure 

investments necessary for job-creating 

investments by businesses.

LMP CALLS FOR FREE 
COVID IMMUNITY TESTING

The opposition LMP has called on 

the government to offer free Covid 

immunity testing, at least for over 

60-year-olds, party co-chair Máté 

Kanász-Nagy said at an online press 

conference. Kanász-Nagy said 5.5 

million Hungarians have been 

inoculated so far but it is questionable 

whether they are protected against the 

virus. 

“We are asking the government to 

allow everyone to ascertain whether 

they are really immune to Covid-19 

after getting vaccinated,” he said. 

There are more and more reports, he 

said, that not everyone has developed 

immunity, especially people older 

than 60 who received the Sinopharm 

vaccine. He added that these are 

people who have not developed either 

antibodies or cell-mediated immunity. 

Kanász-Nagy noted that the Budapest 

City Council will launch free immunity 

testing for over 60-year-olds next 

week for 18,000 people and said the 

government “should extend this to the 

entire country”.

GOVT PLEDGES OVER 
HUF 450 M FOR CATHOLIC 
YOUTH CAMP  
IN C ROMANIA

The Hungarian government will 

contribute a total of 455 million forints 

(EUR 1.3m) to the establishment of a 

Catholic youth camp in Baile Selters 

(Szelterszfürdő) in central Romania’s 

Harghita County. Speaking to Hungarian 

public media at the campsite’s 

inauguration, Miklós Soltész, the 

state secretary for church and ethnic 

relations of the Prime Minister’s Office, 

said the government was supporting 

the construction of the camp to help 

foster the communities that can help 

preserve the Hungarian nation.

He encouraged the young people 

gathered in front of the camp to 

stand up for their beliefs and values, 

“and for those who can’t speak out 

for themselves”. Construction on the 

camp’s common room, chapel and 

main building capable of housing 

50 people began in the spring. The 

camp will serve as a venue for the 

archdiocese’s youth organisation to 

organise events, training programmes 

and camps, and as a place of retreat 

for the archdiocese’s pastoral groups 

and spiritual communities. Hungary’s 

government has so far contributed 

150 million forints to the camp’s 

construction and has allocated a 

further 305 million forints for its 

completion.

CATHOLIC KINDERGARTEN 
ENLARGED WITH 
HUNGARIAN STATE GRANT 
IN GHEORGHENI 

A Catholic kindergarten expanded 

with funding of 32 million forints from 

the Hungarian state was inaugurated 

in Gheorgheni (Gyergyószentmiklós), 

Romania. The kindergarten, which 

provides day-care and meals for 

twenty children, was consecrated by 

Gergely Kovács, the Roman Catholic 

archbishop of Alba Iulia. 

Speaking at the ceremony, state 

secretary of the Prime Minister’s 

Office for churches, minorities and civil 

affairs Miklós Soltész said even a small 

kindergarten group has an important 

role in ensuring that young families will 

stay in the neighbourhood, decide to 
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have children and raise them to keep 

and pass on their Hungarian identity 

and Catholic faith.

After ten years of the government’s 

introducing national policies, Soltész 

said, Hungary now has a much better 

relationship with its neighbours, 

and this is also because the funding 

provided does not only enrich the 

ethnic Hungarians living there but 

the neighbouring states as well. The 

state secretary said the Fogarasy 

Mihály Technical School in the centre 

of Gheorgheni will also be renovated 

from Hungarian state funds.

STATE SECY ATTENDS 
INAUGURATION  
OF SPORTS HALL  
IN C ROMANIA

Miklós Soltész, state secretary at the 

Prime Minister’s Office for church and 

ethnic minority relations, attended the 

inauguration of a sports hall in Lunca 

de Jos (Gyimesközéplok), in central 

Romania, built with financing from the 

Hungarian state. In his address, Soltész 

said that the Hungarian government 

was committed to providing assistance 

to such projects with the aim of 

helping the community develop, 

which would then contribute to 

stronger national cohesion and survival 

of the community. Ethnic Hungarians 

will survive “if they maintain their 

Christian faith and stay faithful to their 

nation and language”, Soltész said. 

The 1,360sqm facility was named 

after the late ethnic Hungarian bishop 

Áron Márton.

HUNGARY, SERBIA 
CONNECT GAS PIPELINE 
NETWORKS

The end points of Hungary’s and 

Serbia’s high-pressure gas pipeline 

networks have been physically 

connected near Horgos, Serbia, on 

Sunday, reaching a symbolic point in 

the construction of the interconnector 

project, the head of Hungarian 

transmission system operator FGSZ 

Földgázszállító Szabolcs Ferencz 

told MTI. The Serbian-Hungarian gas 

interconnector project is scheduled to 

be completed on October 1, allowing 

Hungary to receive large volumes 

of natural gas from the south. The 

investment is of key importance to 

Hungary’s safety of supply and the 

diversification of its supply routes, the 

CEO said.

FGSZ Földgázszállító will build 

about 15 kilometres of pipeline from 

the border to Kiskundorozsma and will 

also set up an international metering 

station, he added. The development 

on the Hungarian side will cost around 

20 billion forints (EUR 56.9m) and the 

total cost including finishing work 

planned for next year will be 23 billion 

forints.

Dusan Bajatovic, head of the 

Serbian-Russian-owned Gastrans said 

the pipeline, leading from Turkey via 

Bulgaria and Serbia to the Hungarian 

border, will have capacity to transport 

15.7 million cubic metres of gas arriving 

from the Black Sea to Central Europe.

CANADA, THAILAND LIFT 
RESTRICTIONS  
ON HUNGARIAN POULTRY 
IMPORTS

Canada and Thailand have lifted 

restrictions on imports of Hungarian 

poultry introduced due to an outbreak 

of highly pathogenic bird flu, national 

food safety authority Nébih said. 

Canada’s ban on Hungarian poultry 

products was lifted on June 16 and 

Thailand’s on June 25, Nébih said. The 

authority added that the restrictions 

were lifted thanks to Hungary’s swift 

measures to contain the spread of the 

bird flu.


