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According to this morning’s coronavirus statistics, no one with Covid-19 has died in the past 24 hours, Orbán said. Of those 

suffering from Covid-19, 76 are hospitalised without respiratory assistance, and 22 are on ventilators, he said.

All restrictions on shops will be lifted, Orbán said. Masks will not be mandatory indoors or outdoors, he said. Mask-wearing 

in shops and on public transport will no longer be mandatory, though the rule remains in force in social care settings and 

hospitals. Shops, hotels, leisure facilities and cultural events can be entered with a pre-booked seat without an immunity 

certificate. One hundred people will be allowed to attend private events, up from 50, and the limit for weddings will go 

up from 200 to 400 people, he said. Restrictions will still apply in the case of sporting, music and dance events, as well as 

concerts held indoors. Hungary, he said, was fully prepared for a possible fourth wave of the epidemic. On the subject 

of the possibility of third booster shots, Orbán said experts would assess whether a third vaccine could be administered.

The number of people inoculated against the coronavirus is expected to reach 5.5 
million in Hungary today, allowing the further easing of restrictions, Prime Minister 
Viktor Orbán told public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió.

ORBÁN: HuNGARy ON VERGE OF 5.5 M 
VACCINATIONS

Coronavirus updates
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Water tower of Debrecen illuminated to mark Hungary taking over V4 
presidency from Poland
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ORBÁN ON ECONOMIC 
RECOVERy

Commenting on the economic 

recovery, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

told public broadcaster Kossuth 

Rádió on Friday that government 

decisions would at times appear 

“unexpected and forceful”. Without 

such intervention, however, the 

economic pickup would be slow, 

he added. The prime minister said 

the government is planning to ban 

the export of construction materials 

from October. Exports have grown 

in the sector recently, contributing 

to higher prices of some products, 

Orbán noted. The government will 

notify Brussels of the measure, and 

the approval procedure is expected 

to take four months, he added. The 

export of construction materials in the 

meantime will have to be reported to 

the government, which will have pre-

purchasing rights, he said. “We’re trying 

to keep essential materials within the 

country,” Orbán said. A profit tax will 

apply to some building materials to 

curb price rises, he said, adding that 

otherwise low-income households 

would not benefit from public 

housing renovation subsidies, with 

construction and building materials 

firms profiting instead.

Orbán said the government has 

decided on broadening options for 

remote work. It is also launching job-

creating investments in 17 cities, and 

has signed a 3-year wage subsidy 

agreement with rail company MÁV, 

national bus carrier Volán, the postal 

service, the national road toll company 

and water utilities.

ORBÁN: Eu ‘COORDINATED 
ATTACK ON PAEDOPHIlIA 
lAW IN THE MOlD  
OF PREVIOuS ATTACKS’

The European Union’s “coordinated 

attack” against Hungary’s law against 

paedophilia is “in the same mold 

as previous attacks connected to 

migration, the tax on banks, cuts 

to utility fees and extra taxes on 

multinational companies ... we are 

used to it,” Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

told public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió 

on Friday. On the issue of the EU’s 

objections to the Hungarian law on 

paedophilia, which EU officials have 

said to conflate LGBTQ issues with 

paedophilia and curb the rights of 

sexual minorities, Orbán said western 

European countries had allowed 

NGOs and other LGBTQ organisations 

promoting non-traditional family 

models to hold sensitising sessions in 

kindergartens and schools. Meanwhile, 

“the other half of Europe has said: 

we are doing this differently,” Orbán 

insisted. 

Orbán slammed Dutch prime 

minister Mark Rutte for “seeing himself 

as having the right to tell Hungarians 

how to live and how to raise their 

children.” The Hungarian law pertains 

exclusively to minors, giving parents 

the opportunity to decide whether or 

not they want to “expose their children 

to such things”, Orbán said. Regarding 

the organisation tied to American 

financier George Soros, Orbán said 

its organisers were “constantly trying 

to paint Hungary in the worst light 

possible”. It is not clear whether that 

is due to personal world view and 

economic interests, or to the interests 

of a great country across the pond,” 

Orbán said. The foundations’ ties to 

the US government is a “difficult issue 

worth monitoring”, he said.

Regarding the issue of migration, 

Orbán said it was in Hungary’s interest 

to take an active part in stabilising 

Afghanistan, where NATO has recently 

withdrawn its troops. Hungary’s “first 

line of defence” in migration are the 

regions where migration starts: Mali 

in Africa, and “an axis between Syria 

and Afghanistan”, he said. Hungary 

has so far seen 38,000 illegal entry 

attempts in 2021, while there were 

only 10,000 in the whole year in 

2020, he said. Orbán said migration 

pressure had “multiplied” at the 

borders and this would continue 

to grow.  The prime minister said 

the government’s recent national 

consultation survey aimed to create 

a consensus among Hungarians on 

what courses of action to adopt. “An 

age of pandemics and mass migration 

is impending; the world will be more 

dangerous than it used to be,” he 

warned. “We have to prepare for a 

dangerous era, and fortify Hungary 

at the key points also highlighted in 

the national consultation survey,” he 

said. Orbán said he hoped the survey 

would “strengthen Hungary’s resolve 

to reject migration”.
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ARMy CHIEF: HuNGARy 
MIlITARy COMMITTED 
TO EXECuTING Eu, NATO 
DuTIES

The Hungarian military is committed 

to carrying out its duties as an ally 

within the European Union and NATO, 

army chief Romulusz Ruszin-Szendi 

said after meeting General Claudio 

Graziano, Chairman of the EU Military 

Committee (CEUMC), in Budapest on 

Thursday. The meeting was held to 

discuss the EU’s military activities and 

topical issues, challenges and tasks in 

connection with the Hungarian armed 

forces, Ruszin-Szendi told a joint press 

conference after the event. He briefed 

Graziano about the Hungarian army’s 

organisational structure and Hungary’s 

comprehensive military development 

programme, as well as Hungary’s 

participation in EU military missions. 

Ruszin-Szendi also briefed the General 

on migration and pandemic defence-

related military tasks and joint issues 

with NATO and the EU.

Answering a question, Ruszin-

Szendi noted Hungary’s participation 

in four foreign EU military missions. 

Those include the 169-strong 

mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

in the Western Balkans, the 20-strong 

contingent providing consulting and 

training duties in Mali, and Hungarian 

soldiers serving in Georgia and in the 

Mediterranean on migration-related 

missions, he said. From the autumn, 

Hungary will join the EU’s rapid 

reaction force.

Graziano told the press conference 

that in the context of the coronavirus 

pandemic, the military situation 

had deteriorated, and he expressed 

concern over a worsening security 

situation after the pandemic. “This 

is why the EU needs to enhance 

its defence initiatives,” he said. The 

General noted the active involvement 

of the EU’s and Hungary’s military force 

in pandemic defence, and he thanked 

the Hungarian armed forces for its 

steady high-quality performance of 

tasks in the EU’s common security 

policy missions.

RÉTVÁRI: IMPORTANT  
FOR V4 TO GET TO KNOW 
EACH OTHER’S CulTuRE

It is important that the Visegrad Group 

(V4) countries get to know each other’s 

culture as much as possible, Bence 

Rétvári, parliamentary state secretary 

of the Ministry of Human Resources, 

said in Nagymaros on Thursday. Rétvári 

addressed a cultural event celebrating 

Hungary’s taking over the presidency 

of the Visegrad Group from Poland for 

the next year. Rétvári told journalists 

that besides political and economic 

cooperation, cultural ties were also 

important. He said that historically 

imperialists entering the region, 

whether from the west, east or south, 

had exploited the culture of all four 

Visegrad countries -- Czech Republic, 

Hungary, Poland and Slovakia -- for 

their own purposes while attempting 

to impose their own cultures. V4 

cultural cooperation, however, was 

all about mutual respect and striving 

to become deeply familiar with each 

other’s culture.

lMP: PlANNED SPENDING 
ON FuDAN SHOulD 
BE SPENT ON HIGHER 
EDuCATION MORE 
BROADly

The opposition LMP has slammed 

the government for planning to 

spend 450 billion forints (EUR 1.3bn) 

on a Chinese-Hungarian project to 

set up Fudan University in Budapest 

without releasing the details of 

the investment. The money could 

be used instead to create high-

quality higher education in the 

entire country, LMP national board 

secretary Péter Ungár told an online 

press conference. It is still unknown 

what rate of interest would have 

to be paid on the loan that the 

government plans to take out for 

the Fudan project or whether the 

contract could be cancelled, he 

added.

HuNGARy TRADE SuRPluS 
EuR 347 M IN APRIl

Hungary posted a trade surplus of 

347 million euros in April, widening 

by 914 million year on year, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

confirmed in a second estimate 

released on Friday. Exports grew by 

an annual 74.1% to 9.832 billion euros, 

while imports rose by 52.6% to 9.484 

billion.
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HuNGARy RECORDS 
37 NEW CORONAVIRuS 
INFECTIONS

Fully 37 new infections were registered 

in Hungary over the past 24 hours, 

while no deaths were recorded, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday. So 

far 5,495,888 people have received 

a first jab, while 4,973,210 have been 

fully vaccinated. The number of active 

infections has declined to 38,644, 

while hospitals are treating 98 Covid 

patients, 22 of whom need respiratory 

assistance. There are 1,851 people in 

official quarantine, while 6,145,920 tests 

have been officially carried out. Since 

the first outbreak, 808,197 infections 

have been registered, while fatalities 

have remained unchanged at 29,992. 

Fully 739,561 people have made a 

recovery. So far, most infections have 

been registered in Budapest and Pest 

County, followed by the counties of 

Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, Győr-Moson-

Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: SlOVAKIA 
IMPORTANT TRADING 
PARTNER OF HuNGARy

Slovakia is the third largest trading 

partner of Hungary, with trade volume 

hovering at 10 billion euros despite the 

coronavirus pandemic, Péter Szijjártó, 

the minister of foreign affairs and 

trade, said on Friday, at a joint press 

conference with Andrej Doležal, the 

Slovak transport and construction 

minister. Speaking at the cornerstone-

laying ceremony of a bridge over the 

river Ipoly between Ipolydamásd, in 

northern Hungary, and Helemba, in 

Slovakia, Szijjártó said the growing 

number of crossing points between 

the two countries had a visible effect 

on the economy. The government will 

work to increase their number even 

further, with the construction of two 

bridges over the Ipoly, one bicycle 

bridge over the Danube, as well as a 

ferry and a road crossing, he said. The 

58m Ipoly bridge is expected to be 

ready by 2023. Costs are expected to 

come to 1.6 billion forints (EUR 4.6m), 

he said.

Of the 35 currently operating official 

crossings between Hungary and 

Slovakia, 10 have been built under 

the current Hungarian administration 

since 2010, Szijjártó noted. Slovak 

investments in Hungary have grown 

by 64% since 2010, showing a return 

on the efforts invested into improving 

bilateral ties, Szijjártó said. 

Doležal said bridges aided the 

mobility of the work force and the 

expansion of cultural programmes, 

as well as tourism. The construction 

of crossings will be accelerated on the 

Slovak side, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HuNGARy’S 
ECONOMIC RECOVERy  
TO BE EuROPE’S FASTEST

Hungary’s economic recovery will be 

Europe’s fastest, Péter Szijjártó, the 

minister of foreign affairs and trade, 

said on Friday, announcing a local 

investment. “We’ve succeeded in 

defeating the third wave in Hungary, 

enabling us to lift restrictive measures 

and reopen the country, thanks to 

our rapid vaccination campaign,” 

Szijjarto told a press conference in 

connection with Mono-Ipolyfabric 

Kft, a company that designs, 

develops and manufactures interior 

decorative elements for luxury cars. 

The 6.1 billion forint (EUR 17.4m) 

investment will create 100 new jobs 

in Ipolytölgyes, and the government is 

providing 1.9 billion forints in support. 

Mono-Ipolyfabric currently has 700 

employees. Referring to a new global 

realignment of economic capacities, 

he said: “To win this competition, we 

must attract as many investments 

as possible to Hungary.”  The new 

state-of-the-art manufacturing 

plant in northern Hungary, which 

includes a research and development 

centre, will supply Jaguar, Mercedes, 

Lamborghini and Porsche. Fully 99% of 

Ipolytölgyes’s products are for export, 

he noted. “This will help us achieve our 

target of an economic growth rate of 

5.5% by the end of the year; our top 

strategic goal right now,” Szijjártó said.

GOVT OFFICIAl 
INAuGuRATES SPORTS 
FACIlITIES IN GHANA

Tristan Azbej, the state secretary 

responsible for organising aid for 

persecuted Christians, has inaugurated 

a children’s sports centre built in Ghana 

with Hungarian funding, and visited 

schools funded by the Hungary Helps 

aid programme. Tristan Azbej told MTI 
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that he had visited northern Ghana, 

where a 12-classroom school was 

built with the support of Hungarian 

architects and civilians for children with 

no other access to education. Azbej 

inaugurated a sports centre on the 

outskirts of Accra on Thursday, which 

was built with Hungarian funding 

as part of a Don Bosco school for 

traumatised, sexually abused children 

who had been freed from the clutches 

of people smugglers. Hungarian 

volunteers have offered online 

classes to the school, and Budapest’s 

Ferencváros Sports Club has sent a 

shipment of sports equipment, Azbej 

said. 

The Hungary Helps scheme aims to 

protect Christian communities from 

Islamist extremism, strengthen local 

communities and prevent migration, 

Azbej said.  

VARGA: PlANS uNDER 
WAy FOR HuNGARy-
uKRAINE RAIl 
TRANSHIPMENT ZONE

Plans are under way to develop a rail 

transhipment zone on the Hungary-

Ukraine border, the finance minister 

said on Friday. Two years ago, the 

government decided to stick to 

its guns on restoring the logistics 

zone to its previous strength, 

Mihály Varga told journalists in 

the border town of Záhony. An 

opportunity for a major logistics 

development involving China and 

Russia in the zone is also on the 

horizon, he added. László Palkovics, 

the minister of innovation and 

technology, unveiled government 

support for initial investments 

worth 150 billion forints (EUR 

426.7m). The project covers the 

total transformation and upgrade 

of the Záhony transhipment zone, 

as well as launching an industrial 

park, László Horvath, the chairman 

and CEO of LAC Holding Zrt, said.

PM’S OFFICE: uNIVERSITy 
FOuNDATIONS 
REGISTERED

Hungary’s university reforms have 

reached a new stage with the 

registration of nine public trust 

foundations this week, according 

to the Prime Minister’s Office. 

István Stumpf, the government 

commissioner for reforming higher 

education, said in the statement 

that the foundations would put 

the country’s competitiveness 

“on a new footing”. The process 

transforming the sector will 

continue as the foundations’ 

trustees and university senates 

work together to turn opportunities 

arising from the model change 

into tangible results, he added. 

Foundations will be able to rise 

above administrative constraints, 

create their own strategies, and run 

performance-focused operations, 

the statement said. The foundations 

are public trust funds with a public 

function, providing guarantees for 

the state and the universities, since 

they must stick to designated goals 

and use their assets exclusively 

in the public service, it added. 

Following a Constitutional Court 

ruling, the new model must 

guarantee the sustainability of 

the higher education system and 

its institutions as well as their 

autonomy, the statement said.


