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The survey also includes questions concerning a personal income tax rebate for low-earning parents, migration and taxes. 

Voters have until Aug. 25 to return the questionnaire. The public is asked whether the minimum wage should be raised 

to 200,000 forints (EUR 575) per month so that not only companies but also the Hungarian people enjoy the benefits of 

economic growth. The government asks whether family support, pensions and low labour taxes should enjoy constitutional 

protections to prevent future governments from depriving the public of them in times of crisis. Whether Hungary should 

enjoy the lowest taxes on labour in Europe and whether a planned measure to allow parents earning below the average 

income the chance to reclaim their 2021 personal income tax in 2022 if Hungary’s growth rate exceeds 5.5% in 2021 are 

also matters to be put to the public, as well as whether the moratorium on loan repayments should be extended from the 

current deadline of September to July 2022 for families and businesses in trouble.

The government’s new National Consultation public survey contains 14 questions 
covering a variety of issues, including the minimum wage and the moratorium on 
loan payments.

GOVT UNVEILS NATIONAL CONSULTATION

Coronavirus updates 

Stats office releases 2nd reading  
of foreign trade figures for April 2021 
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Hungarian athletes for Tokyo Games swearing their oaths
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SURVEY: SHOULD 
BRUSSELS BE ALLOWED  
TO ‘IMPOSE ITS WILL ON 
THE HUNGARIAN PEOPLE’?

The National Consultation asks 

whether Brussels’ plans to launch 

procedures against Hungary and 

“impose its will on the Hungarian 

people” are acceptable or not. The 

survey is meant to gauge public 

response to the climate tax Brussels 

has proposed levying on Hungarian 

families’ flats and vehicles to finance 

the costs of reducing pollution caused 

by multinational companies and 

tackling climate change.

The questionnaire also covers the 

recently adopted anti-paedophile law 

that triggered massive international 

protest by organisations the government 

says are financed by US billionaire 

George Soros. The National Consultation 

survey asks people whether Hungary 

should stand against illegal migration to 

Europe or yield to pressure from “Soros-

backed organisations”. 

The public is also asked if those 

arriving from pandemic-hit countries 

should only be allowed to enter 

Hungary’s territory if they hold a valid 

immunity visa. Another question asks 

whether the plan in Brussels for the 

mandatory resettlement of migrants 

should be allowed to go forward in 

the post-pandemic years. The survey 

also gauges people’s opinion on the 

government’s proposal to put a hold 

on migration to Europe for a period of 

two years after the pandemic.

The last question is about the need 

for Hungary to reduce its dependence 

on foreign vaccines in the era of 

pandemics by establishing a vaccine 

factory of its own.

JUSTICE MIN: BRUSSELS 
CAN’T TELL HUNGARIANS 
HOW TO RAISE THEIR 
CHILDREN

Brussels does not have the authority to 

tell Hungarians how they should raise 

their children, the justice ministry said in 

response to the European Commission’s 

criticism of Hungary’s new anti-

paedophile law. The law is about the 

protection of minors and how Hungarian 

children are raised, the ministry said in 

a statement, citing its response letter 

to the EC. Neither the EC nor any other 

European body has the authority to tell 

anyone in Hungary how they should live, 

think, or raise their children, the ministry 

said. Hungarian children cannot receive 

sex education without the full consent 

of the parents, it added.

The government believes children 

should be protected from content 

inappropriate for their age and that 

they should only receive sex education 

from qualified organisations or people 

with the consent of their parents, the 

statement said. Only parents can 

decide on the sexual education of their 

children, the ministry said. “This is why 

the law prohibits exposing children to 

both heterosexual and homosexual 

propaganda,” it added.

The ministry insisted that this part of 

the law was in line with the founding 

document of the European Union 

and was not in violation of anyone’s 

right to sexual self-expression, as it 

does not apply to adults. “Hungary 

is a free country, and the state does 

not interfere in the lives of its adult 

citizens,” the statement said.

ORBÁN HOLDS TALKS 
WITH JAROSŁAW 
KACZYŃSKI 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán held 

talks with Jarosław Aleksander 

Kaczyński, deputy prime minister of 

Poland and leader of the Law and 

Justice (PiS) party, in Warsaw late 

on Wednesday, Orbán’s press chief, 

Bertalan Havasi, said. Earlier in the day, 

Orbán participated in a Visegrad Group 

prime ministers’ meeting in Katowice 

where the V4 rotating presidency 

was passed over ceremonially from 

Poland to Hungary. Hungary is 

holding the presidency from July 1 

for a year. Orbán, together with Polish 

counterpart Mateusz Morawiecki, later 

laid a wreath at the monument in 

Katowice of József Antall Sr and Henryk 

Sławik who helped Polish refugees and 

rescued Jews in Hungary during the 

second world war.

CORONAVIRUS - 32 NEW 
INFECTIONS

Fully 32 new coronavirus infections 

were registered over the past 24 

hours, while there were no deaths, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said. So far 

5,493,609 people have received a first 
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jab, while 4,958,805 have been fully 

vaccinated. The number of active 

infections has declined to 38,964, 

while hospitals are treating 116 Covid 

patients, 20 of whom need respiratory 

assistance. There are 1,998 people in 

official quarantine, while 6,138,529 tests 

have been officially carried out.

Since the first outbreak, 808,160 

infections have been registered, while 

fatalities have remained unchanged 

at 29,992. Fully 739,204 people have 

made a recovery.

EU IMMUNITY CERTIFICATE 
AVAILABLE FOR TRAVEL

The European Union immunity 

certificate is available for travel within 

the EU effective July 1, according to 

koronavirus.gov.hu. Hungary was 

the first country to introduce an 

immunity certificate and an application 

showing vaccination details, and the 

country is now also introducing the 

EU immunity certificate, the website 

said. The bilingual Hungarian-English 

document is available for free in both 

digital and paper form, the statement 

added. Citizens planning to travel 

within the EU are advised to download 

the digital document which comes in 

a standard format across the EU and 

includes a QR code or print it after 

logging in to the health portal EESZT. 

The immunity certificate is not a travel 

document and it will not be issued or 

sent out to citizens automatically. The 

certificate is made available by the 

individual countries but it is valid in 

all EU countries. Similarly to all other 

EU countries, Hungary will offer free 

entry to immunity certificate holders 

from all EU countries. 

All vaccinated persons are eligible 

to receive the EU immunity certificate 

regardless of the type of vaccine 

used but member states have the 

right to decide which vaccines 

they accept and how many days 

must pass after the vaccination 

date. The immunity certificates are 

also available to persons who have 

recovered from Covid infection and 

can show PCR or antigen test results 

from the past 15-180 days.

SZIJJÁRTÓ DELIVERS 
VACCINES TO CZECH 
REPUBLIC

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó on 

Thursday delivered a batch of 100,000 

Pfizer Covid-19 vaccines that Hungary 

is lending to the Czech Republic to 

Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babis. 

Answering a question from MTI at 

his joint press conference with Babis, 

Szijjártó said criticisms of Hungary’s 

decision to organise full-stadium Euro 

2020 matches had been “politically 

motivated”. Szijjártó said the warnings 

that full-stadium matches could lead 

to a new wave of the pandemic had 

come from those whose countries 

had a low vaccination rate. The 

minister said he was convinced that 

both the Hungarian and international 

fans had enjoyed their time at the 

matches, adding that concerns over 

the safety of the matches had proven 

unfounded.

HUNGARY OFFERS JABS 
FOR PEOPLE FROM 
BORDER REGIONS

Hungary will soon start vaccinating 

people who live in neighbouring 

countries in areas near the Hungarian 

border, the government website 

koronavirus.gov.hu said. Its vaccination 

drive is being extended to non-

Hungarian citizens living over the 

border, in addition to Hungarians there, 

from Friday. People living in western 

Ukraine can travel to vaccination 

points at designated border crossings, 

including to mobile stations and 

hospitals near the Hungarian border, 

using a shuttle bus service. Arrivals 

from Romania, Croatia, Slovenia, 

Slovakia and Austria can access 

vaccination points in designated 

hospitals. A personal ID or passport 

as well as a residency card are required.

SOCIALISTS CALL  
FOR FREE PCR TESTING 
FOR TRAVELLERS WHO 
RECEIVED EASTERN JABS

The opposition Socialists called on 

the government to make PCR testing 

free of charge to recipients of “eastern” 

vaccines who want to travel abroad, 

MEP István Ujhelyi said on Thursday. 

Hungarians vaccinated with Russian 

and Chinese jabs are forced to 

produce negative PCR test results 

before crossing borders because 

the vaccines are not automatically 

recognised within the European 
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Union in the new system of EU 

immunity certificates introduced on 

July 1, Ujhelyi said. The problem affects 

some 2 million Hungarians who will 

be expected to pay for expensive 

PCR tests in order to be able to travel 

abroad for holiday, study or work, 

he added. The EU has allocated 100 

million euros in support for cheap or 

free tests to member states, he said. 

The Socialists want to find out when 

the Hungarian government plans to 

use this opportunity, he added.

In another development, the 

opposition Párbeszéd called on the 

government to make antigen tests free 

of charge to recipients of the Chinese 

Sinopharm vaccine. In an online press 

conference, co-leader Tímea Szabó 

asked for the government to provide 

a third booster jab to those that have 

not developed antibody and T-cell 

immunity against the virus. Citing a 

municipal survey of 450 volunteers 

conducted two to three weeks after 

the second jab, Szabó said that a 

quarter of over-60 recipients and 

nearly half of over-80 recipients are 

defenceless against the virus. In 

Hungary, one million people have 

been inoculated with the Sinopharm 

vaccine at least once, and nearly 

950,000 twice, too, she said, adding 

that half a million of them are over 60. 

Opposition DK also demanded on 

Thursday that government should 

offer free anti-body tests and “EU-

approved” vaccines to all that want it. 

DK parliamentary spokesman Zoltán 

Varga told an online press conference 

that several tests had been carried 

out showing that many recipients of 

the Sinopharm vaccine had failed to 

develop immunity. He cited an article 

by news website portfolio.hu showing 

that a comprehensive and complex 

testing scheme at the company 

Videoton revealed that a considerable 

part of over-60s inoculated with 

Sinopharm had neither antibody 

nor T-cell immunity against the virus. 

Referring to the delta variant that is 

spreading in western Europe at high 

speed, he urged for testing without 

delay and offering EU-approved 

vaccines to people.

SPEAKER FINES 
GYURCSÁNY, SZABÓ 
MILLIONS OF FORINTS 

The leader of the opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK), Ferenc 

Gyurcsány has had his salary as a 

lawmaker docked by 2.4 million forints 

(EUR 6,480), while Tímea Szabó, the co-

leader of Párbeszéd, has been fined 9.6 

million forints. Speaker of Parliament 

László Kövér said in a statement 

that Gyurcsány had received several 

warnings to stop interjecting during 

a statement made by a government 

lawmaker, and he had ignored each 

warning. Meanwhile, he noted that 

Szabó had raised a banner depicting 

the symbol of “Fidesz”, the ruling party, 

with the flag of the People’s Republic 

of China above it in a red circle before 

parliamentary state secretary Csaba 

Dömötör made his statement. Since she 

refused to withdraw the banner, and, 

moreover, the state secretary was forced 

to return to his seat, the speaker decided 

to launch disciplinary proceedings. 

Kövér added that the statement was 

shouted down and warnings from the 

speaker were ignored.

In a Facebook post reacting to the 

fine, Szabó vowed not to back down 

“in the fight for the country’s freedom, 

no matter how hard” Kövér and Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán “come down” 

on her. Szabó noted that her act of 

protest had been against the ruling 

parties’ approval of the plan to build 

the Budapest campus of China’s Fudan 

University. She said the timing of the 

fine was “fitting”, given that Thursday 

marks the 100th anniversary of the 

founding the Chinese Communist Party. 

Szabó added that she would not be 

intimidated by Kövér. “I won’t let Orbán 

leave each and every Hungarian 110,000 

forints and every two-child family close 

to half a million forints in debt with a 

450 billion forint loan from China just for 

the sake of a Chinese university that will 

deprive young Hungarians outside the 

capital of housing, charge 2.5 million 

forints in tuition fees and serve as a 

hideout for Chinese secret agents,” 

she said. “We won’t turn our country 

over to the Chinese Communist Party,” 

Szabó said. “What’s at stake is Hungary’s 

independence.”

SZIJJÁRTÓ OPENS 
CONSULATE IN SLOVENIA 

The Slovenian and Hungarian 

governments introduced tough 

measures to defeat the third wave 

of the coronavirus pandemic and 
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return their respective countries 

to a normal course of life, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said at the 

opening of a Hungarian consulate in 

Koper on Thursday. “As a result, the 

current task in Hungary is to relaunch 

the Hungarian economy as soon as 

possible,” he told the ceremonial 

event. Hungary, however, is not an 

island and cannot act independently 

of its surroundings or isolate itself 

from its neighbours, he added. The 

success of economic cooperation with 

neighbouring countries is therefore 

vitally important for Hungary’s foreign 

economic performance and the 

relaunch of the economy, Szijjártó said.

Koper is a key city in terms of 

Hungary’s foreign trade policy, 

the minister said, underlining the 

importance of the Port of Koper for 

Hungarian companies exporting their 

products to the Far East and Africa. Even 

last year, when global trade took a hit 

because of the pandemic, Hungarian 

companies shipped around 2 million 

tonnes of goods through the Port of 

Koper, Szijjártó said. “And this year we’re 

already seeing a 16% growth in trade 

turnover,” Szijjártó said, adding that 

Hungarian businesses accounted for 

ten percent of the port’s cargo turnover.

Szijjártó congratulated Slovenia on 

the expansion of the port’s container 

terminal, calling it one of the most 

important projects of the past decade. 

Given the importance of exports to 

Hungary’s economy, it is in the interest 

of Hungarian companies to get their 

goods out to the port as quickly as 

possible, while importers want to 

offload their goods and ship them to 

Hungary similarly swiftly, Szijjártó said. 

Hungary’s new consulate will help 

Hungarian companies shipping their 

goods to, or doing business in, Koper 

as well as those investing in Slovenia, 

the minister said.

Concerning bilateral economic ties, 

Szijjártó said trade turnover between 

Hungary and Slovenia came close to 3 

billion euros in 2019. Trade turnover in 

the first quarter of this year was close 

to the turnover registered in the same 

period two years ago, while exports 

came close to matching the all-time 

Q1 record. Hungary’s most successful 

companies are continuing to expand 

their presence on the Slovenian 

market, Szijjártó said. OTP Bank is 

now the biggest player in Slovenia’s 

banking sector, while oil and gas 

company MOL is the second biggest 

fuel company in the country, he added. 

Meanwhile, Hungary’s Eximbank has 

opened a 350 million euro credit line 

to help finance Hungarian-Slovenian 

business cooperation.

Szijjártó said the new consulate in 

Koper will also be tasked with helping 

out Hungarian citizens visiting the city, 

noting that some 49,000 Hungarians 

had visited the Slovenian seashore 

before the pandemic. “Also, we 

mustn’t forget that there’s a Hungarian 

diaspora of some 200 people living 

here by the sea, who will now get a 

chance to have official relations with 

the motherland,” he said.

The minister thanked Iztok Seljak, 

the owner of one of the biggest 

Slovenian companies with investments 

in Hungary, for agreeing to head 

the consulate. He also handed over 

Hungary’s official greeting to 

Slovenia on the occasion of the 30th 

anniversary of its independence and 

welcomed Slovenia’s takeover of the 

European Union’s rotating presidency. 

At the ceremony, Szijjártó also 

presented Slovenian police officer Erik 

Demirovič with the Officer’s Cross of 

the Order of Merit of Hungary, Military 

Division, in recognition of his role in 

the repatriation of Hungarians during 

the pandemic.

KÖVÉR MEETS AZERI 
COUNTERPART

Speaker of Parliament László Kövér 

on Wednesday met Azeri counterpart 

Sahiba Gafarova, who is paying an 

official visit to Hungary, parliament’s 

press chief said. Zoltán Szilágyi cited 

in a statement Kövér as saying that 

Azerbaijan was a major strategic 

partner of Hungary in developing its 

eastern relations. “The Turkic linguistic 

and cultural relations provide a strong 

and reliable basis for efforts to further 

strengthen relations between Azeri 

and Hungarian people,” he added. “We 

consider it important to strengthen 

inter-parliamentary cooperation,” 

Kövér said, adding that “it is our 

mutual interest that economic relations 

should reflect the level of political 

ties.” Hungary sees opportunities for 

closer project-based cooperation 

in areas including agriculture, water 

management, renewable energy, health 

industry and the IT sector, he said.
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Azerbaijan could play a special role 

in Europe’s energy security because 

of the Southern Gas Corridor project, 

Kövér said. “In order to diversify energy 

imports, connection to the Southern 

Gas Corridor is a priority for Hungary, 

and we would welcome Azeri gas in 

our energy mix from 2023,” he said.

Commenting on expanding relations 

in education, science and culture, 

Kövér said Azerbaijan was one of the 

biggest beneficiaries of the Hungarian 

government’s Stipendium Hungaricum 

scholarship scheme. The Hungarian 

government offers 200 Azeri students 

the opportunity to start higher 

education in Hungary, he added.

ARMY CHIEF: HUNGARY 
MILITARY COMMITTED 
TO EXECUTING EU, NATO 
DUTIES

The Hungarian military is committed to 

carrying out its duties as an ally within 

the European Union and NATO, army 

chief Romulusz Ruszin-Szendi said after 

meeting General Claudio Graziano, 

Chairman of the EU Military Committee 

(CEUMC), in Budapest on Thursday. 

Ruszin-Szendi noted Hungary’s 

participation in four foreign EU 

military missions. Those include the 

169-strong mission in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina in the Western Balkans, 

the 20-strong contingent providing 

consulting and training duties in 

Mali, and Hungarian soldiers serving 

in Georgia and in the Mediterranean 

on migration-related missions, he said. 

From the autumn, Hungary will join 

the EU’s rapid reaction force.

Graziano told the press conference 

that in the context of the coronavirus 

pandemic, the military situation 

had deteriorated, and he expressed 

concern over a worsening security 

situation after the pandemic. “This 

is why the EU needs to enhance its 

defence initiatives,” he said. The 

General noted the active involvement 

of the EU’s and Hungary’s military 

force in pandemic defence, and 

he thanked the Hungarian armed 

forces for its steady high-quality 

performance of tasks in the EU’s 

common security policy missions.

HUNGARIAN GOVT, EMIH 
PROVIDE HUF 10 M TO 
YEMEN JEWISH COMMUNITY

The Hungarian government and 

the Unified Hungarian Jewish 

Congregation (EMIH) is providing 

10 million forints (EUR 28,490) in 

humanitarian aid for persecuted 

Jews in Yemen caught up in the 

civil war there, the Prime Minister’s 

office said on Thursday. The aid, with 

5 million forints provided by the State 

Secretariat in charge of the Hungary 

Helps humanitarian programme 

and matched by EMIH, is aimed at 

helping the local Jewish community 

remain in their homeland and 

preserve their religious heritage, the 

PM’s office said in a statement.


