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Orbán told a press conference marking the end of the Polish presidency of the V4 that the Hungarian presidency, to start on 

July 1, will help the Visegrad Group members (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia) restart their economies through 

boosting investments. As taxes need to be kept low to attract investments, Hungary does not support international 

initiatives for tax hikes, the prime minister added.

Orbán named security as another important aim, adding that this was tightly connected to migration. Hungary does not 

support the mandatory distribution of migrants, the prime minister said, adding that migration posed an especially great 

risk in the current health situation.

Further, Hungary advocates the soonest possible European integration of Western Balkans countries, the prime minister said.

Orbán stressed the need of a restart in intellectual terms as well. He said the Visegrad Group countries, both individually 

and as a group, will participate in the debates about the EU’s future.

The Hungarian presidency of the Visegrad Group will promote the member countries’ 
efforts to become winners of global economic changes, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 
said in Katowice on Wednesday.

ORBÁN: V4 COUNTRIES SHOULD BECOME WINNERS
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ORBÁN CONgRATULATES 
POLAND FOR V4 
PRESIDENCy

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

congratulated Poland on its 

performance as V4 president in 

what he called the most dif ficult 

year of recent decades. Orbán told 

a press conference in Katowice that 

cooperation continued among 

the four members despite the 

dif ficulties faced in the past year 

and none of them were lef t alone 

in trouble, he added. The Visegrad 

Group members cooperated in 

transporting citizens home when 

Covid restrictions made travel 

dif ficult, distributing equipment, 

sending doctors to each other and 

also in access to vaccines, he said.

Orbán said that af ter the 

coronavirus pandemic, the global 

economic and world politics status 

quo has changed. The world’s 

largest free trade area has been 

established in Asia and the United 

Kingdom quitted the European 

Union, he said. The prime minister 

said that good relations with 

Britain should be maintained even 

af ter Brexit. Orbán said that if the 

V4 countries were considered a 

single entity today, they would 

represent the world’s 17th largest 

economy, with economic growth 

twice as fast as the EU’s and public 

debt representing only 4% of that 

in the EU. Af ter Germany, the V4 

countries include the highest 

number of workers in the EU, he 

said.

In response to a question, 

Orbán said that overcoming 

the area’s lag in infrastructure 

development was a priority. 

During the Cold War, connections 

were established in east-west 

direction and the situation has not 

changed since, he said. However, 

building north-south links have 

now become vitally important 

for the V4 countries. It remains 

to be seen, however, how much 

EU funding can be involved in 

this programme, he said. Orbán 

said central Europe represented 

considerable economic weight 

in the EU economy. The central 

European nations are full members 

of the European Union with 

major contributions to its overall 

per formance that help the bloc 

keep pace with other regions. 

Accordingly, they demand due 

respect, he said.

The prime minister said 

Hungarians will never accept 

other EU members telling them 

how to raise their children. Nor will 

they accept anyone saying that a 

central European nation should be 

brought to its knees, he said.

SZIjjÁRTÓ: RESTART OF 
V4 PARTNERS’ ECONOMy 
VITAL FOR HUNgARy

For Hungary’s economy to recover 

quickly, the economies of other 

Visegrad Four member states should 

also develop dynamically, Péter 

Szijjártó, Hungary’s minister of foreign 

affairs and trade, said in Katowice 

where he attended the summit 

meeting of the Visegrad Group prime 

ministers.

Hungary’s trade turnover with its 

three Visegrad partners exceeded 

10,000 billion forints (EUR 28.5bn) 

even in the past “black year” of 

global trade, he said, adding that the 

Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia 

together accounted for 14% of 

Hungarian trade. As central Europe’s 

“remarkable economic achievement” 

was to no small extent due to low 

taxes, all external attempts at forcing 

the countries in the region to raise 

taxes should be rejected, he said. The 

Hungarian V4 presidency will spare 

no effort to prevent the imposition 

of the global minimum tax on the 

Visegrad Group, Szijjártó said. “It is our 

vital interest that tax policies should 

remain under national control,” he 

said. Concerning security challenges 

to the post-pandemic world, Szijjártó 

said that “Brussels once again puts the 

mandatory resettlement quotas on 

its agenda but it is in vain”. Central 

Europe should make it clear that it 

does not accept illegal immigrants, 

he said.

As another priority, Szijjártó said that 

EU enlargement should not be struck 

off from the agenda and the Western 

Balkan countries should be admitted 

to the bloc as soon as possible. The 

security and stability of the Western 

Balkans is a key condition of stability 

in central Europe, he said.
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WALL PAINTINg MARKINg 
30TH ANNIVERSARy 
OF VISEgRAD gROUP 
INAUgURATED  
IN BUDAPEST

A government official inaugurated a 

wall painting in downtown Budapest, 

marking the 30th anniversary of the 

Visegrad Group, and praised the group 

as Europe’s strongest political alliance, 

which is gaining economic weight, too.

The alliance comprising the Czech 

Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia 

is “synonymous with common sense, 

cooperation and strength, and the 

restart after the pandemic” in Europe, 

Tamás Menczer, a state secretary of 

the foreign ministry, said. “We want a 

Europe in which cooperation is based 

on mutual respect and strong nation 

states,” he said.

Jerzy Snopek, Poland’s Ambassador 

to Hungary, noted that the painting 

was being inaugurated on the last day 

of Poland holding the group’s rotating 

presidency. He said that Hungary, 

which will start its one-year presidency 

tomorrow, will hopefully be able to 

lead the V4 in a “better epidemiological 

situation”.

Péter Fekete, the state secretary 

in charge of culture, said the V4 

will organise a joint conference on 

cultural innovations borne out of 

the pandemic during the Hungarian 

presidency, which will be followed by 

an exhibition in Strasbourg.

Joanna Urbanska, the director of 

the Polish Institute in Budapest, said 

the wall painting designed by Magda 

Miszczak is also being inaugurated in 

Bratislava, Prague and Warsaw. The 

painting adorns a wall of 32 Klauzál 

Street, in the 7th district of Budapest.

SZIjjÁRTÓ ASKS BAVARIAN 
INTERIOR MINISTER 
ABOUT INCIDENT PRIOR 
TO gERMANy-HUNgARy 
EURO 2020 MATCH

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has 

asked the Bavarian interior minister to 

brief him about what punishment was 

imposed on the person who invaded 

the field waving a large rainbow 

flag during the Hungarian anthem 

being played ahead of the Germany-

Hungary Euro 2020 match on June 

23. In a letter addressed to Joachim 

Herrmann, Szijjártó said the Hungarian 

national team had been subjected 

to an “unprecedented insult” before 

the kick-off. It is also difficult to 

understand why the incident came as 

a surprise to the organisers who were 

well aware of the “efforts to create 

artificial political tension” before the 

match, Szijjártó said.

DK CALLS ON gOVT TO 
ROLL OUT EU’S DIgITAL 
COVID CERTIFICATE

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) is calling on the government to 

start rolling out the European Union’s 

new digital Covid-19 certificate as 

early as Wednesday. Addressing 

a press conference, DK MEP Klára 

Dobrev cited the prime minister’s 

chief of staff as saying last week 

that the EU’s Covid certificate would 

be introduced in Hungary on July 

1. Gergely Gulyás, she said, had 

promised the launch of a government 

information campaign on the travel 

certificates, “but there’s no sign of 

any campaign or any preparations for 

one”. EU countries will begin rolling 

out the new digital travel certificates 

on July 1, Dobrev said, adding 

that “because of [Prime Minister 

Viktor] Orbán’s failure to launch the 

document, Hungarians will once again 

be at a disadvantage.”

Travelling to most western European 

countries “will be very problematic 

and expensive” without the EU 

certificate, she said, arguing that those 

looking to enter a western member 

state without an EU Covid passport 

will have to present a PCR test or self-

isolate upon arrival. Dobrev, who is 

also DK’s prime ministerial candidate, 

said a solution also needed to be 

found for the 2 million Hungarians 

who received eastern Covid vaccines, 

noting that those jabs had not been 

approved by the EU.

SOCIALISTS REQUEST 
CONSTITUTIONAL REVIEW 
OF LAKE BALATON 
CONSTRUCTION REgS

The opposition Socialist Party has said 

it will ask the Constitutional Court to 

retrospectively review a section of 

a law on the protection of the Lake 

Balaton area that allows construction 
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around the lake to be regulated by 

government and ministerial decrees. 

Socialist Party director Zsolt Molnár 

told a press conference that the 

government was taking advantage 

of this clause and endangering the 

natural environment around the lake 

while “transferring properties to their 

buddies”.

Molnár also announced that his 

party is turning to competition 

authority GVH over increased prices 

at the beaches on Hungary’s natural 

lakes. The Socialist Party demands that 

entry to these beaches be made free 

of charge for health and social workers 

as well as Hungarian families, he said, 

adding that the local councils should 

be compensated for this.

OPPOSITION URgES 
AFFORDABLE RENTAL 
HOUSINg FOR WORKERS

The opposition LMP and Jobbik parties 

vowed to implement an affordable 

rental housing scheme for working 

people if the opposition wins the 

2022 general election. LMP lawmaker 

Márta Demeter told a press conference 

that she would initiate a pilot project 

in Budapest’s 8th and 9th districts to 

provide affordable housing for low-

income workers if she was re-elected. 

The opposition also wants to enable 

employers to contribute to their 

employees’ housing costs through 

in-kind benefits, she added. Demeter 

said it was “unacceptable” that young 

people were often forced to spend 

their income on rent.

Dániel Z Kárpát of Jobbik told the 

same press conference that unlike the 

current government, his party and LMP 

were concerned about the future of 

young people, “because everyone 

deserves a chance to prosper”. Ruling 

Fidesz, however, “is outsourcing our 

national wealth to asset management 

foundations”, Z Kárpát insisted.

HUNgARy RECORDS ONE 
CORONAVIRUS FATALITy, 
52 NEW INFECTIONS

One elderly person with co-

morbidities died over the past 24 

hours, while 52 new infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said 

on Wednesday. So far 5,486,514 

people have received a first jab, while 

4,916,927 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 39,354, while hospitals 

are treating 126 Covid patients, 23 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 2,212 people in official 

quarantine, while 6,130,295 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 808,128 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,992. Fully 738,782 people 

have made a recovery.

BUDgET DEFICIT AT 7.5% 
OF gDP IN Q1

The Hungarian budget’s net financing 

requirement -- a good approximation 

for the budget deficit -- in the first 

quarter came to 862 billion forints 

(EUR 2.5bn), the equivalent of 7.5% 

of GDP, the National Bank of Hungary 

(NBH) said. The budget deficit came to 

9.4% of GDP, or 4,540 billion forints, in 

the twelve previous months, the NBH 

said. The central budget’s net financing 

requirement was at 639 billion forints, 

while local councils’ came to 199 billion 

forints.

Pandemic-related government 

expenditures lifted Hungary’s state 

debt to 81.0% of GDP at the end of 

the first quarter. The ratio rose from 

80.4% at the end of 2020 and was up 

from 65.8% twelve months earlier. In 

absolute terms, state debt reached 

39,110 billion forints (EUR 111.3bn) at 

the end of Q1.

Hungary’s constitution stipulates 

that year-end state debt relative to 

GDP must decline until the ratio 

reaches 50%. Lawmakers approved 

amendments to the 2021 budget in 

May that target a decline in the year-

end state debt level to 79.9%.

WAgE gROWTH AT 10.1% 
IN APRIL

Wage growth in Hungary increased 

by an annual 10.1% in April, picking 

up from 8.7% in the previous month, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

Data for businesses and institutions 

with at least five people on payroll 

show the average gross monthly 

wage for full-time employees stood 

at 440,600 forints (EUR 1,250). The 

average net wage was 293,000 forints. 

The average gross median wage was 

347,000 forints. Calculated with twelve-

month CPI of 5.1% in April, real wage 
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growth stood at 4.8%. Excluding the 

85,700, Hungarians working full time 

in fostered work programmes -- who 

earned on average gross 85,000 

forints in April -- the average gross 

monthly wage in Hungary was 451,800 

forints. The average gross wage in the 

business sector, which includes state-

owned companies, rose by 8.9% to 

457,700 forints, excluding fostered 

workers. The average gross wage in 

the public sector, excluding fostered 

workers, increased by 13.3% to 446,500 

forints. People working in finance and 

insurance were the highest earners in 

April, getting a gross monthly 908,000 

forints on average. People working in 

commercial accommodations and 

catering earned the least: 256,000 

forints on average.

Commenting on the data, a 

government official noted wages 

were growing even during the 

“most difficult pandemic period”. 

Sándor Bodó, a state secretary of 

the innovation and technology 

ministry, told news channel M1 that 

wages have been growing for 100 

consecutive months now. “We can 

see that the economy ... has survived 

this very difficult period, albeit with 

difficulties, thanks to hard work and 

targeted measures,” Bodó said.

András Horváth, the lead analyst 

of Takarékbank, noted that wages 

continued to rise despite the 

pandemic and a lower minimum 

wage hike. Employers are forced 

to raise wages to draw and retain 

workers, he said.

Gábor Regős of the Századvég 

Institute noted that wages grew faster 

in the public sector, driven by targeted 

raises to sectors such as health care. 

Other sectors are yet to see a wage 

hike. Growing wages in the hospitality 

sector point to a difficulty to replace 

employees laid off at the beginning of 

the pandemic, he said.

PPI REACHES DOUBLE 
DIgITS IN MAy

Factory gate prices in Hungary rose by 

an annual 11.3% in May, the fastest rate 

in years, data released by the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) show. KSH said 

the price increase was influenced by 

the forint/euro exchange rate and 

dearer commodities and feedstock 

prices. Prices for domestic sale 

increased by 14.4%, while export prices 

climbed 9.6%. In a month-on-month 

comparison, PPI edged down 0.1% as 

prices for domestic sale rose by 1.3% 

but export prices fell by 0.9%.

SOCIAL MEDIA USE  
IN HUNgARy WELL  
OVER EU AVERAgE

About 87% of Hungarian internet users 

participate on social media websites, 

well over the average rate of 65% for the 

whole European Union, an analysis of data 

on household use of ICT devices by the 

Central Statistical Office shows. Around 

79% of Hungarians said they watch 

videos on content-sharing services, 13 

percentage points over the EU average.

Some 90% said they research products 

and services before making purchases, 

10 percentage points higher than the 

EU average. About 69% use streaming 

music services or download music from 

the internet, 8 percentage points more 

than the rate for the whole EU.

Around 61% of Hungarians use online 

banking services, under the EU rate of 66%. 

Some 83% of Hungarians get their news 

online, compared to 75% of all EU citizens. 

KSH noted that the ratio of Hungarians 

between 16 and 74 who made online 

purchases last year rose 11 percentage 

points to 60%. Around 49% ordered from 

local webshops, 23% placed orders with 

businesses in other EU member states and 

15% made online purchases from countries 

outside of the EU.


