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Orbán was in the Slovenian capital to mark the 30th anniversary of Slovenia’s statehood and its upcoming Presidency of 

the Council of the European Union.

“When we Hungarians come to visit Slovenia we see a beautiful country. When we open a book on Slovenia’s history we 

read about the fate of a thousand-year-old nation,” Orbán said in his address.

“You won your freedom and independence you fought for thirty years ago almost unarmed, but with full composure and 

courage. The whole world then understood that Slovenia is the home of the brave, of those who want their own country 

back,” Orbán said, adding that Hungarians understand what it means to fight against a greater power. “What makes a nation 

great is its traditions, pride and spirit,” he said.

“We see the work, creativity and calm spiritual strength with which you have made Slovenia spectacularly successful,” 

Orbán said, adding that “the stronger, richer and happier our neighbour is, the better for us, Hungarians, and for Hungary”.

“We are proud of your friendship, Hungary salutes the Slovenian people and their brave leaders,” he said.

Hungarians consider Slovenians their friends and Christian brothers and are pleased  
to be their neighbours, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in Ljubljana late on Friday.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
TARGET OF ‘GLOBAL FAKE 
NEWS’ ATTACK

The “liberal mainstream” has launched 

a “global fake news attack” on 

Hungary regarding recently approved 

legislation on the protection of 

children and stricter punishment for 

paedophilia, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said on public broadcaster 

Kossuth Rádió on Sunday.

“Everything they say is lies, 

everything they say has no connection 

whatsoever to the legislation that we 

approved in the interest of protecting 

children,” Szijjártó said. The legislation, 

he added, declares that children must 

be defended from paedophiles, on the 

one hand, and that the education of 

children regarding sexual orientation 

is exclusively the right of parents, on 

the other.

“The liberal mainstream’s suggestion 

that the law discriminates against some 

groups of society is a lie,” he said.

Commenting on the matter of the 

legislation becoming an issue at the 

recent European Union summit as 

well as at a EURO2020 match between 

Hungary and Germany, Szijjártó said 

“the liberal mainstream is incapable 

of accepting that, in Hungary, the 

patriotic government, which operates 

on the basis of the mandate of the 

Hungarian people, makes the national 

interest a priority”.

He said “they cannot stand” that 

Hungary’s government has won three 

parliamentary elections in a row, that 

Hungary achieved one of the highest 

rates of economic growth in Europe 

before the crisis, and that policy 

measures addressing the challenges of 

the coronavirus crisis were “among the 

most successful, both economically 

and in terms of health care”, so they 

“find something wrong with every 

single one of our laws”, even before 

the text is available in Hungarian.

The foreign minister said the 

illumination by Amnesty International 

of the Hungarian embassy in The 

Hague with rainbow colours for an 

hour on Friday, “with the assistance 

and support of local authorities”, was 

“an unprecedented incident”.

He added that the act runs counter 

to the practices of international law 

and diplomacy which ensure defence 

by the host country of every embassy 

against all kinds of insults. 

Commenting on the work of the 

recently established operative board 

for jump-starting the economy, which 

he heads, Szijjártó said the government 

had already approved the body’s first 

proposals, including one to broaden 

support for research and development 

by lowering the eligibility threshold 

for subsidies for investments from 3 

million euros to 1 million euros and the 

one for job creation to ten. To ensure 

export development, regulations 

governing Hungary’s Eximbank have 

been made more flexible, and a 

framework for supporting Hungarian 

companies’ investments abroad has 

been established, while rules on 

employment have been streamlined 

to support job creation, he added.

KOVÁCS: NATL 
CONSULTATION  
TO ADDRESS LIFE POST 
PANDEMIC, MIGRATION

The next National Consultation, a 

periodic public survey the government 

conducts on timely issues, will address 

life after the coronavirus pandemic 

and migration, the government’s 

international spokesman, Zoltán 

Kovács, said in a video message posted 

on Facebook on Saturday. Most of the 

questions on the survey, to launch 

next week, will concern measures to 

strengthen the economy and defend 

against the pandemic, but the issue 

of migration must not be neglected 

either, Kovács said. He noted that 

authorities had apprehended 38,000 

migrants along Hungary’s borders 

so far this year, up from just 10,000 in 

all of 2020. Meanwhile, the matter of 

the mandatory migrant resettlement 

scheme is still on the agenda in 

Brussels, he added. He warned that 

migrants, untested for the coronavirus, 

could bring new, unknown variants of 

the virus to the continent. The National 

Consultation will ask people whether 

Hungary’s stand against illegal 

migration to Europe, while focusing 

on resolving problems in migrants’ 

home countries, should be changed, 

“yielding to pressure from Soros-

backed organisations”, he said.

Another question will ask whether 

the plan in Brussels for the mandatory 

resettlement of migrants should be 

allowed to go forward, he added.
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The survey will gauge people’s 

response to the government’s 

proposal to put a hold on migration to 

Europe for a period of two years after 

the pandemic, he said. Kovács asked 

people to help the government take 

the right decisions on the matters by 

participating in the survey.

In a separate video message on 

Saturday, the spokesman for the 

parliamentary group of co-ruling 

KDNP, said the debate over migration 

had once again become a focus 

of European Union politics. Lőrinc 

Nacsa said Brussels’ intentions are 

unchanged: “resettle migrants in 

cooperation with the left wing and 

Soros-backed organisations”.

He urged everyone to weigh in on 

the matter in the National Consultation.

TOP COURT, KÚRIA HEADS 
CALL FOR DEFENCE  
OF CONSTITUTION

The presidents of the Constitutional 

Court and the Kúria, Hungary’s 

supreme court, have warned of the 

dangers posed by attacks against the 

basic law, and called for defending the 

constitution. As the constitution is the 

foundation of social peace and public 

order, the attacks launched against it 

endanger social order, as well as the 

life, health and property of citizens, 

Constitutional Court President Tamás 

Sulyok told a conference marking the 

tenth anniversary of the new basic 

law on Friday. As these phenomena 

go beyond the frames of democratic 

dialogue, the Constitutional Court 

cannot tolerate them, he said. There 

exists and is a need for legitimate 

criticism of Hungary’s constitution, 

he said. Illegitimate criticism, 

however, differs from this as it aims 

to break constitutional continuity 

and advocates open violations of 

the constitution and the effective 

laws. Sulyok noted that over the past 

decade the Constitutional Court 

had repeatedly protected freedom 

of the press, freedom of religion, 

judicial independence and the right 

of assembly. “The Constitutional Court 

has become the cornerstone of the 

rule of law,” he said. 

Kúria President András Zs Varga 

spoke about “the ongoing planning 

of a constitutional coup”, insisting that 

the “breaking” of the basic law would 

be equal to breaking the sovereign 

Hungarian state. 

He stressed the need to defend the 

basic law from the attacks, arguing 

that division of power is an asset and 

the state and the legal system should 

prevent any attempts of “criminal 

organisations” to abuse it.   

The Kúria should be steadfast, self-

confident and reliable so as to serve 

as a supporting pillar of the basic law, 

Varga said.

Chief Public Prosecutor Péter Polt 

said that the Hungarian prosecution 

is independent, cannot be instructed, 

and is not subordinated to either the 

government or the parliament.

“The basic law is the compass 

which helps navigate the ship of 

Hungary and its prosecution service 

to safe, legally safe waters,” he said.

ÁDER ELABORATES 
ON ISSUES OF WATER, 
CLIMATE CHANGE AND 
COVID AT UN CONFERENCE 

Crises related to water, global warming 

and changes in public health conditions 

are following one another increasingly 

fast, Hungarian President János Áder 

said in his address at a UN online 

conference focusing on sustainability 

in a post-Covid 19 world, on Friday.

The conference was opened by 

Han Seung-soo, past president of the 

UN General Assembly session, Volkan 

Bozkir, President of the UN General 

Assembly, and António Guterres, UN 

Secretary-General.

In his speech, Áder noted that the 

issues of floods, water shortage and 

water pollution have been eclipsed by 

the coronavirus pandemic over the past 

one and a half years while security threats 

related to climate change and the water 

crisis have increased. Damage caused by 

natural disasters had further increased 

last year to total 300 billion dollars, the 

Hungarian president said, adding that the 

prices of basic foodstuffs in the global 

markets had gone up by 40 percent.

“This all goes to show that the topic 

of today’s conference is all the more 

important, since it concerns our future,” 

he said.

Highlighting conclusions drawn 

from the experience of the coronavirus 

pandemic and natural disasters, Áder 

said that water, climate change and 

public health related crises follow one 

another in a domino effect. Global 
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efforts are necessary to speed up 

prevention which is more effective 

than tackling the consequences of 

a crisis. The president stressed the 

need to adapt to the new situation, 

develop water-related infrastructure, 

and invest in science and technology 

research which can help develop in a 

record time a vaccine in the case of 

another pandemic. 

Áder highlighted measures Hungary 

had taken in the fields of adaptation 

and prevention. He noted the 

installation of a monitoring system 

for the early projection of droughts, 

the expansion of the country’s flood 

protection system and the central 

bank’s drafting of a financial regulatory 

system to support investments aimed 

at enhancing sustainability. He noted 

that Hungary was among the first 

countries in the world to incorporate 

sustainability class in the national 

curriculum. In connection with the 

pandemic, the president noted the 

regime introduced to monitor waste 

water for the traces of coronavirus 

which allows to locate “a surge” of 

infections seven to ten days in advance. 

The Hungarian president closed his 

address by underscoring the importance 

of international cooperation, noting 

the work of the UN’s Water and Climate 

Leaders’ Panel he is also a member of.

HUNGARY SENDS AID  
TO CZECH REGION HIT BY 
DEADLY TORNADO 

Hungary’s government has sent 

20 million forints (EUR 57,000) 

worth of swift aid to the Czech 

Republic’s South Moravia region 

hit by a deadly tornado, the prime 

minister’s office said on Friday. The 

aid is provided in partnership with 

the Hungarian Ecumenical Charity 

and contains humanitarian supplies 

and material to help rebuild an 

elderly care home and a church in 

the village of Hrusky, the office said 

in a statement.

Meanwhile, the Hungarian Reformed 

Charity has dispatched a team of seven 

experts to help rescue operations, the 

charity said. The team is also taking 

humanitarian aid to the region, it said 

in a statement.

BUDAPEST CITY HALL 
FLIES RAINBOW FLAG  
FOR PRIDE MONTH

The City Hall of Budapest has 

displayed the rainbow flag, joining 

several cities in Europe and around 

the world in marking Pride Month, 

Mayor Gergely Karácsony said on 

Friday. “The flag stands against all 

forms of hatred and division, as 

its stands for a cohesive society, 

human dignity, freedom and 

love, free love,” Karácsony said on 

Facebook. “Love is always stronger 

than hatred, and the power of 

community can overcome efforts 

to divide; Budapest is a strong 

city, a strong community, a city of 

rights, instead of a city of privileges, 

where everyone is free to express 

their opinion, their world view and 

identity,” the mayor said.

PÁRBESZÉD: HUNGARIANS 
WILL PAY FOR MOTORWAY 
CONCESSION

If the government’s plan to make Hungary’s 

motorways a concession materialises, 

Párbeszéd believes vignettes will become 

dearer and road conditions will worsen, 

a member of the opposition party’s 

leadership said at a press conference 

streamed on Facebook on Saturday.

Dávid Dorosz said the government 

wants to “slyly sell out” the country’s 

motorway system for a period of 35 

years, which can “have only a negative 

effect on 99% of Hungarians, based on 

international and Hungarian examples”, 

while “the Fidesz one-percenters get 

richer on the deal”.

Bence Tordai, the deputy head of 

Párbeszéd’s parliamentary group, said 

a request for information in the public 

interest had been submitted to determine 

who will be the recipient of the “hand 

over” of the motorway network.

He said it was “frivolous” allowing a 

one-month deadline for a project of 

such a scale, adding that the concession 

winner “is already evident”, while Magyar 

Közút, which is in charge of motorway 

upkeep at present “is expected to be a 

consortium member”. Tordai said the 

35-year concession would raise state 

debt by 4-5 percentage points, “while 

Fidesz oligarchs get richer”.

In a statement issued in response 

to Párbeszéd’s remarks, the 

Government Information Centre 

said Ferenc Gyurcsány, Hungary’s 

former [Socialist] prime minister, 
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had granted a 75-year concession to 

foreigners for Budapest’s international 

airport as well as a concession, to 

be paid in foreign currency, for the 

M6 motorway, which caused the 

Hungarian state “enormous losses”.

“Today, Ferenc Gyurcsány’s 

allies are protesting because the 

new concession tender is not in 

foreign currency, but in forints, thus 

Hungarians can bid, too. If they could, 

they would continue where they 

left off: handing over the country to 

foreign multinationals,” the centre said.

NEW PAKS POWER PLANT 
BLOCKS COULD START 
COMMERCIAL OPERATION 
IN 2029

Two new blocks at Paks could start 

commercial operation in 2029 and 

in 2030, the minister in charge of 

the expansion of Hungary’s sole 

commercial nuclear power plant 

said at a meeting of the Tolna 

County Council on Friday.

János Süli said the two blocks would 

have a six- to eight-month test run 

before starting commercial operation. 

He noted that an application for the 

implementation licence for the two 

blocks had been submitted to the 

National Atomic Energy Office (OAH) 

by project company Paks II on June 30, 

2020. The office has twelve months to 

review the application with an option 

for a three-month extension, which 

means the licence should be issued by 

the end of September 2021, he added.

The state of Russia is financing 80% 

of the 12.5 billion euro cost of the 

blocks. The general contractor for the 

upgrade is Russia’s Rosatom.

The Paks plant’s existing four 

blocks, each with a nominal capacity 

of 500MW, account for about half of 

domestic electricity generation.

I BIKE BUDAPEST DRAWS 
15,000 CYCLISTS

About 15,000 cyclists participated 

in the I bike Budapest bicycle 

parade on Saturday, the Hungarian 

Cyclists Club said, based on its own 

estimate and one by police.

I bike Budapest, which has been 

postponed for a year and a half 

because of the pandemic, aims to 

send a message to decision-makers 

that development projects for 

cyclists are worthwhile because of 

the scale of the demand for cycling 

and the long-term benefits to city 

living, the organisers said. The 

route took cyclists on embankment 

roads on both sides of the Danube 

before entering a final stretch on the 

capital’s grand Andrássy Boulevard 

and ended in City Park. The event 

was opened by Dutch Ambassador 

Rene van Hell, a long-time supporter 

of the cycling movement in 

Hungary.

A representative survey 

conducted by the Hungarian 

Cyclists Club shows most 

Hungarians would cycle during the 

week, too, if there were more bike 

lanes and bike paths.


