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Speaking at a conference on the subject of NATO’s withdrawal from Afghanistan and its impact on migration, Szijjártó 

suggested that that country could become “the primary origin of migratory waves” unless “peace, security, and stability” 

are ensured. Szijjártó insisted that the risk of migration was also increased by “Brussels’s pro-migration policies”. “Rather 

than working to stem migration they are preparing to sign a migration agreement with African and Caribbean countries,” 

he said, adding that the idea of “sponsored return” was another name for mandatory migrant quotas.

The minister said that some 3 million Afghans had left their country since 2001, making up 10% of illegal migrants arriving in 

Europe. Szijjártó highlighted Hungary’s participation in NATO’s Afghanistan mission since 2004, saying that “we can be proud 

of Hungarian troops” who not only sought to build security and stability but contributed to the training of Afghanistan’s 

military, too. He made a special mention of the seven Hungarian soldiers who died in operations in Afghanistan in the 

past 17 years.

Unless stability is achieved in Afghanistan the risk of terrorism could become serious 
and further waves of migration could be triggered, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said.
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KÖVÉR: HunGARY WAnTS 
TO STAY ‘HunGARIAn 
COunTRY’

Addressing a conference on the 

subject of the constitution on Friday, 

House Speaker László Kövér referred 

to Hungary’s basic law as a “historic 

document” with the message that 

“Hungary wants to stay a Hungarian 

country”.

Kövér told the event organised by the 

Hungarian Lawyers’ Association in the 

supreme court building that according 

to the constitution, Hungarians “want 

to live in an able and self-governing 

state, as a nation preserving its identity, 

and in a democratic rule of law”. “This 

message is not losing its force as time 

goes by but is getting stronger, and 

the responses draw a clear, political 

line between those trying to enforce 

the nation and democracy and those 

that seek to destroy them,” Kövér said.

László Trócsányi, MEP of ruling Fidesz, 

said that the constitution “answers the 

questions of who we are, where we 

come from and where we are going”.

ÁDeR ReQueSTS 
COnSTITuTIOnAL ReVIeW 
OF LAW On MunICIPAL 
HOuSInG PRIVATISATIOn

President János Áder has asked the 

Constitutional Court for a review of 

an amendment proposal that would 

allow tenants to purchase apartments 

in historical monument buildings, the 

President’s Office said.

The legislation that would make it 

possible to purchase state or municipal 

rental housing located in World Heritage 

Sites for individuals who have been 

renting apartments for at least five years 

was passed by parliament on June 15.

In his request, Áder said he 

considered the amendment 

unconstitutional because of the 

protected status of World Heritage 

Sites and historical monuments, the 

safeguards and guarantees resulting 

from the non-derogation clause, and 

the absence of individual consideration.

JuSTICe MIn: eu nOT 
InTeReSTeD In GOVT’S 
POSITIOn On SeX eD LAW

The Hungarian government was 

“mistaken” when it thought the European 

Union would be interested in its position 

on Hungary’s new sex education law, 

Justice Minister Judit Varga said in a blog 

post on abouthungary.hu.

The minister posted an op-ed on 

Hungary’s new law which she said 

Brussels-based news outlet Politico 

had refused to publish. In the op-ed, 

the minister said that “no one” in the 

international press cared that a joint 

statement issued by several European 

countries expressing concern over the 

law “contains false allegations and 

falsifies the merit of the Hungarian 

law by suppressing essential parts 

thereof”. “No one cares to notice that 

the focus of the law is the protection 

of children from any kind of sexuality 

- hence it cannot, by definition, be 

discriminatory,” Varga added.

She said the signatory member 

states had not even bothered to 

ask the government for an official 

explanation of the law before issuing 

their statement. “Criticisms instead have 

generated an artificial conflict between 

the rights of children and the rights of 

LGBT. Is this really the embodiment 

of the loyal cooperation enshrined in 

the Treaties?” Varga said the new law 

was about guaranteeing the rights or 

parents and “guaranteeing the rights 

of parents and protecting minors from 

accessing content that may contradict 

the educational principles their parents 

chose to teach them until they become 

adults themselves”.

The minister also cited the Charter of 

Fundamental Rights of the European 

Union as stating that “the right of 

parents to ensure the education and 

teaching of their children in conformity 

with their religious, philosophical and 

pedagogical convictions” must be 

respected. The minister added that 

sexual orientation and gender identity 

fell under strict constitutional protection 

in Hungary. “In Hungary, everybody is 

free to express their sexual identity as 

they see fit, as Hungarian legislation 

guarantees fundamental rights to the 

full extent for each minority,” she said.

FIDeSZ: eu SHOuLD FOCuS 
On CReATInG eFFeCTIVe 
BORDeR PROTeCTIOn 
SYSTeM

The European Union should 

concentrate on creating an effective 

border protection system that can 
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prevent illegal immigrants from 

entering the bloc, Barna Pál Zsigmond, 

a lawmaker of Hungary’s ruling Fidesz 

party, said after taking part in a session 

of the Parliamentary Assembly of 

the Council of Europe (PACE) in 

Strasbourg. “It’s sad that the Brussels 

elite is constantly putting forward 

new proposals concerning mandatory 

migrant redistribution quotas, which 

they could force onto member states,” 

Zsigmond told MTI after the session 

focusing on migration. Hungary did 

not build a fence on its border to be 

isolated from the rest of Europe, but to 

protect its borders and the European 

way of life from illegal immigrants, 

Zsigmond said.

“Brussels is constantly trying to 

shatter the unity of countries that 

oppose immigration, but Hungary 

is committed to its policy of 

providing help where it is needed 

rather than importing trouble to 

Europe,” he said. Zsigmond also said 

that it was “hypocritical” of Greece 

to appeal to the EU for financial aid 

to help combat migration pressure 

while expecting other member 

states to take in the migrants 

stranded in the country.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: GeRMAn 
POLICe ReLeASe 16 
HunGARIAn SOCCeR FAnS

The German police have now 

released 16 Hungarian soccer fans 

out of 18 detained in connection 

with a Hungary-Germany football 

match in Munich on Wednesday, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó told 

regional Debrecen TV on Thursday 

evening. Szijjártó said that “among 

those striving for regular human 

relationships a football match 

cannot create a problem”. He also 

insisted that “some” had sought 

to “involve the match, players and 

spectators in mean political games 

and in a campaign of lies”.

According to the minister, Hungarian 

fans in Munich were facing “continuous 

provocation” and “incorrect treatment” 

such as when “riot police stood up in 

front of the Hungarian camp or when 

their bus was held up for hours”. 

Bavarian authorities exhibited an 

“unaccustomedly and shockingly 

hostile and incorrect behaviour”, he 

said, adding that “those that advocate 

diversity, tolerance, democracy 

and liberal values now added an 

unscrupulous and mean political 

dimension to the match”.

MOST BuDAPeST 
ReSIDenTS ‘unHAPPY’ 
WITH MAYOR’S TRAFFIC 
POLICIeS - SuRVeY

More than three-quarters of 

Budapest’s residents are concerned 

about the increasingly heavy traffic 

congestions in the city and the 

resulting air pollution, according 

to a fresh survey by the Századvég 

Foundation, which found that 

“Budapest disapproved” of Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony’s traffic policies.

Altogether 82% of the survey’s 

respondents expressed concern 

over traffic jams resulting from 

traffic lanes being blocked off for 

cyclists, Századvég said. Fully 80% 

said they were concerned about 

the increased air pollution that 

came with the congestions. At the 

same time 61% of respondents had 

nothing negative to say about the 

increased road space for cyclists, 

Századvég added.

A total of 56% of the survey’s 

respondents disagree with the 

municipal council’s expansion of 

bicycle lanes at the expense of 

roads for cars. In addition, 61% said 

they disagreed with the Budapest 

leadership’s decision to pave a flower 

bed at the bridgehead on the Buda 

side of the Chain Bridge and put a 

bicycle path on it.

“It is clear that the mayor’s efforts 

to promote cycling are not in 

line with the needs of Budapest 

residents on roads with heavy 

traffic,” Századvég said in its analysis. 

“The interests of local residents lie 

in well-thought-out improvements 

to traffic for both motorists and 

cyclists, rather than having the 

various groups of road users be 

pitted against each other.”

LMP: OPPOSITIOn 
SHOuLD JOInTLY InITIATe 
COnSTITuTIOnAL ReVIeW 
OF CLIMATe LAW

The parliamentary groups of the 

opposition parties should jointly 

initiate that the Constitutional Court 

should review the law on climate 
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protection posteriorly, Erzsébet 

Schmuck, co-leader of LMP, said. 

The law enacted was initiated by the 

opposition but the governing parties 

have rewritten and softened it to such 

an extent that it is no longer in line 

with the basic law, she told an online 

press conference.

Hopefully, the top court will also 

declare that the purposes and the 

measures envisaged by the law 

are insufficient, Schmuck said. For 

instance, the target of reducing the 

emission of greenhouse gases by 

40% as specified by the law should 

be raised to 60% so that Hungary 

should not be forced to take rapid 

and drastic measures involving the 

limitation of fundamental freedoms 

in the subsequent two decades, 

she said. Nor does it comply with 

the basic law that the climate law 

fails to declare the imperative of 

reducing energy consumption, 

a target that could be attained 

through a more effective insulation 

of buildings, Schmuck said.

She announced that LMP would 

once again submit a bill on reducing 

carbon emission in Hungary by 65% 

in this decade.

COROnAVIRuS - eIGHT 
FATALITIeS, 66 neW 
InFeCTIOnS

Eight patients, generally elderly with 

co-morbidities, died over the past 

24 hours, while 66 new infections 

were registered, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Friday. So far 5,454,866 

people have received a first jab, while 

4,728,655 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 40,697, while hospitals are 

treating 182 Covid patients, 22 of whom 

need respiratory assistance.  

There are 2,701 people in official 

quarantine, while 6,094,415 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 807,910 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,980. Fully 737,233 people 

have made a recovery.  So far, most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed by 

the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, 

Győr-Moson-Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

KSH: RATe OF POPuLATIOn 
DeCLIne InCReASeS  
In JAn-MAY

The rate of population decline 

increased in the first five months 

of 2021 as the number of deaths 

increased by 25% and the number of 

births decreased by 0.6%, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said on Friday.

Preliminary figures show that there 

were 36,375 births in Jan-May, down 

231 from the same period a year earlier. 

The number of deaths was 68,927, 13,880 

more than in Jan-May 2020. The rise in 

deaths and the drop in the birth rate 

means that the rate of natural population 

decline was up by 77% compared with 

the same period last year, KSH said. The 

number of marriages increased, with 

24,025 couples tying the knot, 15% more 

than in the same period in 2020.


