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Speaking to reporters, Orbán said it was an “honour” for Hungary whenever another prime minister or the president of the European 

Council expressed interest in one of its laws. He said he was prepared to explain that the new law was not about homosexuality, but rather 

about the sex education of children. The prime minister said it was “always better to read first” before reacting to a piece of legislation. 

He said the law was about protecting parents’ right to decide on the sexual education of their children. “And the state’s job is to create 

the conditions for parents to be able to practise these rights,” Orbán said. “This is a law aimed at protecting children and parents.”

The prime minister said he was a “fighter” for gay rights. In the communist regime, “homosexuality was punished and I fought for their 

freedom and their rights,” Orbán said. “So I am defending the rights of the homosexual guys, but this law is not about that.”

On another subject, Orbán praised the performance of Hungary’s national football team in its draw against Germany in their Euro 2020  

match on Wednesday.

Hungary’s new law against paedophilia stipulates that the sexual education of children 
is the responsibility of parents alone, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said ahead of a two-
day meeting of European Union leaders in Brussels, adding that the law served to 
protect both children and parents.

ORBÁN: ANTI-PAEDOPHILE LAW ABOUT PROTECTING 
CHILDREN, PARENTS

Orbán attends EU summit in Brussels

Stats Office report on demographic 
trends

Coronavirus updates
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HUNGARY GOVT REJECTS 
‘GROUNDLESS’ CRITICISM 
OF ANTI-PAEDOPHILE LAW

The Hungarian government has 

rejected what it called a “groundless 

offensive” by multiple European 

governments against Hungary 

over its new law on the protection 

of children and imposing stricter 

punishment for paedophilia, saying 

that the legislation was based on the 

Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 

European Union. The government’s 

official note verbale issued in 

response to a joint statement by 16 

EU countries criticising the law was 

shared on Twitter by Zoltan Kovacs, 

the state secretary for international 

communications and relations, late 

on Wednesday. Kovacs said the 

signatories had not read the law and 

were not familiar with the EU Charter 

of Fundamental Rights.

In the note verbale, the government 

said several EU governments had 

launched “a groundless offensive” 

against Hungary in recent days. 

“Hungary rejects these attacks,” it said. 

The new law does not discriminate 

against anyone, the government said, 

adding that it was in line with EU law 

and was based on the regulations of 

the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.

“The Hungarian law protects 

children’s rights and guarantees those 

of the parents, it does not apply to 

adults,” the note said.

It said the joint statement cited 

the law incorrectly and left out 

substantive parts of the text. “The 

regulation put forward in the law 

protects children from all forms 

of sexuality, therefore it cannot 

be considered discriminative,” it 

added. The government underlined 

that the law prohibits “the autotelic 

display, in the case of children, of 

not only homosexuality, but also 

sexuality as a whole”. “Hence, the 

regulation is neither homophobic, 

nor heterophobic,” it said. The 

note verbale cited the declaration 

in the EU Charter of Fundamental 

rights that “the right of parents to 

ensure the education and teaching 

of their children in conformity with 

their religious, philosophical and 

pedagogical convictions shall be 

respected, in accordance with 

the national laws governing the 

exercise of such freedom and 

right.” In line with the EU Charter 

of Fundamental rights, sexual 

education in Hungary is primarily 

the task of parents, the government 

said. It added that everyone in 

the country was free to express 

their sexual identity, arguing 

that Hungarian laws guaranteed 

fundamental constitutional rights 

to all minorities, including sexual 

minorities.

HUNGARY TO LIFT MASK 
MANDATE WHEN 5.5 M 
INOCULATED 

Hungary will lift mask-wearing 

requirements once 5.5 million 

people have been inoculated 

against Covid-19, the prime 

minister’s chief of staff said.

As a general rule, masks will no 

longer be required indoors and 

people will be allowed to go to 

hotels, restaurants, baths and 

water parks without an immunity 

certificate once vaccinations reach 

5.5 million, Gergely Gulyás  told a 

regular press briefing. He added, 

at the same time, that masks will 

remain mandatory in the health-

care sector. 

The use of immunity certificates 

will be maintained for mass events, 

such as sports events, concerts, 

festivals and night clubs, he said. 

Gulyás also said that the European 

Union’s Digital Green Certificate for 

Covid immunity will enter into force 

in Hungary as well on July 1.

Paper certificates will also be 

available at government offices 

or can be printed out from 

the government’s Client Gate 

electronic administration portal. 

The government will launch an 

information campaign on the 

certificate next Monday, he added. 

On another subject, Gulyás cited 

virologists as saying that all Covid 

vaccines were effective against the 

Delta variant of the coronavirus.

Gulyás also said that Hungary’s 

high Covid death rate needed to 

be investigated. Looking at data 

from the beginning of the year, it is 

clear that central European countries 

had been dealing with higher death 

rates, he said, adding that this was 

likely due to central Europeans 
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being in poorer health than western 

Europeans. Though most deaths in 

the third wave of the pandemic 

were reported in the central 

European region, Hungary had the 

lowest death rate in this part of the 

continent, Gulyás said. In response 

to a question, he said it was possible 

that the government would be 

forced to bring back restrictions in 

the event of a fourth wave. He said 

that though the vaccine would not 

be made mandatory by the state, 

certain employers could mandate 

their employees to get the shot in 

order to work on site.

Normal procedures have been 

reinstated at Hungary’s public road 

border crossings and there will be 

no border controls at Hungary’s 

internal Schengen borders with 

Slovenia, Slovakia and Austria, 

Gulyás said. The pre-pandemic 

rules will apply at the borders with 

Romania, Croatia and Serbia, with 

no need for health controls, and the 

current rules will remain in force at 

the border with Ukraine, he added. 

Hungarians will be able to visit 

the most popular summer holiday 

destinations without restrictions, he 

said. Certain countries are applying 

the same rules they applied last 

summer in terms of categorising 

countries according to their 

infection rates, Gulyás said, adding 

that Hungary was considered a low-

risk country.

As regards the new National 

Consultation public survey set to 

be launched next week, Gulyás 

said it will focus on life after the 

pandemic and in addition to 

questions about the economy, it 

will also cover the recently adopted 

anti-paedophile law. The survey 

will include questions concerning 

plans to raise the minimum wage 

to 200,000 forints (EUR 570), provide 

tax rebates to families and extend 

a loan moratorium, Gulyás noted.

In another development, Gulyás 

said that the government was 

moving ahead with plans to 

organise the public celebrations and 

evening fireworks show August 20 

national holiday. “As things stand, 

it looks like it will be safe to hold 

the August 20 celebrations and the 

fireworks display,” he said.

Concerning the economy, Gulyás 

said that post-pandemic recovery 

has inflationary effects all over the 

world. The ways of rebooting the 

economy is a matter of disputes in 

other EU member states and the 

United States, too, he said. 

The government sees the central 

bank’s instruments as sufficient for 

preventing substantial inflationary 

risks, Gulyás said, adding that the 

2022 inflation forecasts of 3-4% are 

realistic.

 

ORBÁN MEETS FDI HEAD 
MELONI IN BRUSSELS 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, the 

head of Hungary’s ruling Fidesz, and 

Katalin Novák, minister in charge 

of family affairs and deputy chair of 

Fidesz, met Giorgia Meloni, the leader 

of Italy’s right-wing FdI in Brussels 

on Wednesday evening, the prime 

minister’s press chief told MTI. Parties at 

the talks discussed European political 

issues and expressed commitment to 

unifying Europe’s right-wing parties 

and taking an active role in debates 

on the community’s future. 

According to Orbán and Meloni, 

right-wing parties should firmly 

represent “many millions of European 

citizens that believe in the traditional 

family model, an European community 

based on strong nations, as well as 

shared cultural and religious roots”, 

Bertalan Havasi said.

TOP COURT RULES 
PRESENTING OPPOSING 
VIEW MAKES PUBLIC 
MEDIA REPORTING 
BALANCED

The Constitutional Court has ruled that 

the requirement of balanced reporting 

by the public media is fulfilled if at least 

one opposing opinion is broadcast 

in reports on public events, news 

website hvg.hu said. With its ruling, 

the top court unanimously rejected a 

complaint by the opposition Socialists 

submitted because public television 

had refused to present the party’s 

position on regulations concerning 

overtime pay, dubbed by critics as the 

“slave law”, hvg.hu said.

It added that opposition lawmakers 

had been banned from the public 

media headquarters by a notary 

decision citing the protection of 
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property but this was later deemed 

unlawful by a court which ruled 

that the lawmakers had a right to 

be in the building. The Socialists 

also complained that a public news 

channel M1 anchor discussed the 

decision with lawyers in an interview 

headlined “Opposition lawmakers 

threaten the public media”, but the 

affected lawmakers were not invited 

and a Socialist party statement was 

not presented in the programme. The 

party turned to the media authority 

with its complaints and when the 

authority rejected them, they went to 

court. At the end of a court procedure, 

the Kuria, Hungary’s supreme court, 

ruled that the requirement of balanced 

reporting had not been violated. The 

complaint was then submitted to the 

Constitutional Court. 

The top court ruling showed that 

balanced reporting does not require 

the presentation of all those promoting 

opposing views, only the views 

themselves have to be presented and 

it is up to the editors to decide who are 

invited to a programme, hvg.hu said.

CORONAVIRUS - ONE 
DEATH, 69 NEW 
INFECTIONS

One elderly chronically ill Covid-19 

patient died over the past 24 hours, 

while 69 new infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said 

on Thursday.

So far 5,445,544 people have 

received a first Covid jab, while 

4,657,776 have been fully vaccinated. 

The number of active infections has 

declined to 41,018, while hospitals 

are treating 215 Covid patients, 30 of 

whom need respiratory assistance. 

There are 2,973 people in official 

quarantine, while 6,083,248 tests have 

been officially carried out. Since the 

first outbreak, 807,844 infections have 

been registered, while fatalities have 

risen to 29,972. Fully 736,854 people 

have made a recovery. 

MINISTRY EXTENDS HEAT 
ALERT FOR HUNGARY

The human resources ministry has 

extended a “red code” heat alert for 

the country, expected to be in force 

until 8pm on Friday. The ministry said 

extending the heat alert was justified 

because in line with the national 

weather service’s forecast, average 

daily temperatures will exceed 27 

degrees Celsius on both Thursday and 

Friday. During a red alert, all institutions 

in the social sector must follow a 

special procedure and offer shelter to 

homeless people, the ministry said.

NEW HEAT RECORD OF 40 
C FOR JUN 24 

A new heat record of 40 C for the day 

was measured in Fülöpháza, in central 

Hungary, on Thursday, the national 

weather service (OMSZ) reported. 

According to OMSZ, such high 

temperatures have not been 

measured in June since 1901, when 

the institute started its observations. 

Nationwide, the highest average 

temperature reached 37 C, about 10 

C higher than usual. The Budapest 

record has also been broken, with 

38.1 C in northern parts of the city, 

compared to the previous record for 

the day, 35.2 C, measured in 2002. The 

previous heat record for the country 

was also measured in 2002, at 38.4 

C, in Békéscsaba, in south-eastern 

Hungary.

HUNGARY DONATES 
MOTORCYCLE HELMETS 
TO KENYA IN UN ROAD 
SAFETY SCHEME

Hungary has donated motorcycle 

helmets to Kenya under the 

arrangements of the United Nations’ 

Road Safety scheme, the minister of 

innovation and technology said. László 

Palkovics said after the opening of the 

2021 Safari Rally in Kenya that the idea 

to donate helmets had resulted from 

consultations in recent years with Jean 

Todt, president of the International 

Automobile Federation and the United 

Nations’ Special Envoy for Road Safety.

“President Todt supported our 

ambitions for the development of 

Hungarian auto and motor sport 

but asked as at the same time to get 

involved in programmes not linked 

to competition sport but for instance 

the development of alternative fuel 

vehicles and road safety,” he said. In 

his work at the UN, Todt has launched a 

campaign which is aimed at supplying 

important road safety accessories to 

less developed countries, Palkovics 

added.
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KÁSLER: HUNGARIAN, 
CROATIAN GOVTS 
SUPPORT ETHNIC 
MINORITIES

Both the Hungarian and the 

Croatian governments spare 

no ef for t to enable their  ethnic 

minorit ies to provide the 

fullest possible education for 

their  children,  Mik lós Kásler, 

Hungar y ’s human resources 

minister,  told a press conference 

in Zagreb on Thursday af ter talks 

with Radovan Fuchs,  Croatia’s 

minister of education and 

science.  Previously,  Hungar y ’s 

human resources ministr y and 

innovation and technology 

ministr y as well  as the Croatian 

education and science ministr y 

signed an inter-ministr y 

cooperation agreement for 

the period of 2021-2025. Kásler 

said the agreement would 

envisage cooperation between 

institutions,  students and 

teachers alike.  The minister 

said that both governments 

had developed their  respective 

minorit ies’  oppor tunities in 

education.  Kásler noted that 

Hungar y had increased suppor t 

for the education of its  Croatian 

minorit y three and a half  t imes 

since 2010.

Fuchs said the two countries’ 

approach to their ethnic minorities and 

the rights they granted to them may 

serve as an example for other member 

states of the European Union.

SOCIALIST PARTY 
EXCLUDES FORMER HEAD 
MOLNÁR

The Socialist Party’s disciplinary body 

has decided to strip Gyula Molnár, 

former chairman of the party, of his 

membership, Molnár announced on 

Facebook. 

According to the body, Molnár 

has “seriously violated” the integrity 

and the strategy of the Socialist 

Party through accepting leftist 

Democratic Coalition’s (DK) support 

in the opposition’s preselection 

ahead of next year’s parliamentary 

elections. 

Molnár said in his entry that he had 

acted under a cooperation agreement 

between the Socialists, DK and 

Párbeszéd, as a joint candidate of the 

three parties. He added that under the 

same agreement, he would sit in DK’s 

parliamentary group if he won a seat 

next year. 

Molnár was Socialist leader between 

2016 and 2018.

ITA CHARGES FORMER 
WEIGHTLIFTING FEDERATION 
HEAD AJÁN WITH 
COMPLICITY IN DOPING

The International Olympic Committee’s 

testing agency (ITA) has charged 

Tamás Aján, former president of the 

International Weightlifting Federation 

(WF), with “complicity and manipulation” 

in connection with cases of doping. 

ITA conducted an investigation on 

suspicion of Aján’s assisting in sweeping 

doping cases under the carpet during 

his terms as IWF president. ITA has raised 

similar charges against Nicu Vlad, vice 

president of IWF, while Hassan Akkus, 

head of the European federation, is 

charged with forgery. According to 

ITA’s findings, in 29 cases of doping 

in the past the federation had failed 

to impose sanctions and destroyed 

evidence. The ITA report pointed to a lack 

of administrative controls, slack registries, 

a chaotic organisational structure, as well 

as indifference, negligence and in the 

worst cases a deliberate covering up of 

criminal activities. 

Eighty-two-year-old Aján was elected 

IWF president in 2000, and resigned in 

April 2020 when he was suspected 

of covering up doping, financial 

misconduct and purchase of votes when 

electing IWF officials.


