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“It is the duty of the state to provide special protection for the physical integrity and mental health of children,” Orbán said. 

Hungary stands with this position “in the centre of European set of values and an open and tolerant European Union,” the 

prime minister said.In connection with the Union of European Football Associations’ (UEFA) decision to ban the lighting of 

the stadium in Munich in rainbow colours during the Hungary-Germany Euro 2020 qualifier on Wednesday evening, Orbán 

said “whether the Munich football stadium or another European stadium is lit in rainbow colours is not a state decision”. 

“The rainbow colours are naturally a part of the street image,” in Budapest as well, he said.Orbán said that “in communist 

Hungary, homosexual people were persecuted”. “Today the state not only guarantees the rights of homosexuals but 

actively protects them,” he said, adding that “the freedom of the individual is the greatest value.” Everybody must be free 

to decide for themselves which path to choose in life, Orbán said.

The sexual education of children is a duty of parents, while fighting against 
paedophilia is that of the state, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told German 
news agency dpa.  
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City Hall in Székesfehérvár illuminated in national colours
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ÁDER SIGNS ANTI-
PAEDOPHILE LAW

President János Áder has signed 

Hungary’s paedophilia bill into law, 

stating that the legislation did not 

restrict the rights of persons aged 

over 18 but extends the constitutional 

obligations on protecting minors.

In a statement published on the 

website of the President’s Office, Áder 

said that parliament had approved a 

bill on stricter punishment against 

paedophile perpetrators and on 

the protection of children with 157 

supporting votes and one abstention 

on June 15. Áder said in the statement 

that contrary to recent press reports, 

the law does not include any restrictive 

measures for persons over 18. It does 

not violate the right to respect for 

private life and family life which is 

guaranteed by the constitution, he 

said. At the same time, the constitution 

stipulates that “every child has a right 

to protection and care required for 

proper physical, intellectual and 

moral development,” he added. The 

amended law protects minors by 

prohibiting access to pornography 

and content that promotes sexuality 

for its own sake, homosexuality 

and gender change, Áder said. As a 

result, the regulation ensues from the 

constitution, he added.

Parliament approved the law on 

paedophiles on the last day of its 

summer term. Among the opposition 

parties, only Jobbik supported the 

amendment and DK, the Socialists, 

Párbeszéd and LMP boycotted the vote 

because they said the ruling parties 

linked the fight against paedophiles 

with the stigmatisation of LGBT 

communities.

 

ORBÁN: STATEMENT  
BY THE PRESIDENT  
OF THE EUROPEAN 
COMMISSION ‘SHAME’

A statement by the President of the 

European Commission Ursula von der 

Leyen concerning recent Hungarian 

legislation is a shame because it is 

based on false allegations, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán said in a 

statement. “The recently adopted 

Hungarian bill protects the rights 

of children, guarantees the rights of 

parents and does not apply to the 

sexual orientation rights of those over 

18 years of age, so it does not contain 

any discriminatory elements,” Orbán 

said. Orbán said the statement of Von 

der Leyen was a shame “because the 

Hungarian bill is based on Article 14 (3) 

of the Charter of Fundamental Rights 

of the European Union” and “because 

it publishes a biased political opinion 

without a previously conducted, 

impartial inquiry.”

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EUROPE 
UNDER ‘TERROR  
OF IDEOLOGY’

Europe is now under a “terror of 

ideology” in which people rejecting 

“the liberal mainstream’s” ideas and 

insisting on traditional values will 

“immediately find themselves under 

unbelievable pressure”, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said. “Liberal 

mainstream” politicians and their 

media have “started recklessly 

spreading lies concerning a law aimed 

at protecting Hungarian children”, 

Szijjártó said, adding that “not a single 

word of theirs is true”. He also added 

that “we won’t back off and we’ll 

protect our children”.

Thirteen European Union member 

states in a joint statement condemned 

Hungary’s recent anti-paedophilia 

law as one violating the right to free 

expression and as “an example of 

harsh discrimination” based on sexual 

orientation.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARIAN 
DIPLOMATS  
‘NOT ALLOWED’ TO HELP 
FANS AT MUNICH ARENA 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has 

called it an “unprecedented gesture” 

that Bavarian authorities “have refused 

to give permission for the presence of 

Hungarian consuls” at the stadium in 

Munich where a Germany-Hungary 

football match is to be played on 

Wednesday night. Consuls are to assist 

citizens staying abroad, Szijjártó said 

on Facebook, adding that he had 

instructed staff at the Hungarian 

consulate general in Munich to 

“provide continuous information” in 

connection with the football event. 

Hungarian consuls were called to 

intervene twice earlier on Wednesday, 
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when a bus with Hungarian fans was 

stopped once by customs officers 

and for a second time by the police, 

the minister said. He insisted that the 

German authorities had “only released 

the bus thanks to the firm stance of 

(Hungarian) consuls”.

SZIJJÁRTÓ OPENS 
CONSULATE IN NORTH 
MACEDONIA

Hungary gives its utmost support 

to help companies succeed in 

foreign markets and the Western 

Balkans are considered a key area 

in this endeavour, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said at the opening of 

Hungary’s consulate in Štip. Hungarian 

companies have been traditionally 

successful in the Western Balkans and 

the government’s decisions needed 

for their continued success have been 

made, he said.

Hungary’s Eximbank had provided 

a 115 million euro credit line for the 

cooperation of Hungarian and North 

Macedonian companies, he added. 

The opening of the consulate in Štip is 

also aimed at strengthening economic 

relations, he said, adding that Štip is 

at the crossroads of trade routes in 

the eastern part of the country and 

it will be headed by the president of 

the trade chamber of North Macedonia 

Danela Arsovska. Szijjártó said that 

bilateral economic cooperation has 

firm footing and despite the crisis, 

bilateral trade was increased by 

38% last year and by 12% in the first 

four months of this year. Hungary 

has national security and economic 

interests in the European Union 

intergration of the Western Balkans, 

he said, and added that Hungary will 

continue to make every effort to speed 

up the accession process.

He said that strengthening North 

Macedonia was also an important 

security issue for Hungary because 

the pressure of illegal migration is 

continually increasing. At least 300 

weekly illegal border crossing attempts 

have been registered at the southern 

borders of North Macedonia and 

NATO’s withdrawal from Afghanistan 

could result in new waves of migration 

towards Europe, he said. “It is our 

interest in Europe that these migratory 

waves are stopped as far from Europe 

as possible and this is why I say that the 

European integration of the Western 

Balkans is a security issue for us, 

because only a strong Western Balkans, 

including a strong North Macedonia, 

can stop the migratory wave,” he said. 

Bujar Osmani, the foreign minister 

of North Macedonia, told the 

opening event that the consulate will 

hopefully contribute to the economic 

development of the eastern part of the 

country.

EU GOVTS EXPRESS 
CONCERN OVER HUNGARY 
ANTI-PAEDOPHILE LAW

Thirteen European Union countries 

have expressed concern over 

Hungary’s new law against 

paedophiles, saying that it 

discriminates against the LGBT 

community and violates “the right 

to freedom of expression under the 

pretext of protecting children”, Belgian 

Foreign Minister Sophie Wilmes said on 

Tuesday. Wilmes said the governments 

of Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, 

Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, 

Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the 

Netherlands, Spain and Sweden have 

signed a joint statement criticising 

Hungary’s new law for introducing “a 

prohibition of the ‘portrayal and the 

promotion of gender identity different 

from sex at birth, the change of sex and 

homosexuality’ for persons under 18”.

The statement said the law also 

violated the freedom of expression 

and limited the freedom to hold 

opinions and to receive and impart 

information. Stigmatising sexual 

minorities constitutes a clear breach 

of their fundamental right to dignity, 

it added. Wilmes, who is participating 

in a meeting of the EU’s General Affairs 

Council, said the new law had been 

discussed at the meeting. She said the 

Benelux countries had a duty to speak 

out if they believed that the rights of 

sexual minorities and EU values were 

being undermined. The minister said 

the statement’s signatories have called 

on the European Commission to use 

every tool available to ensure that EU 

law is respected, even referring the 

case to the EU court, if necessary.

Commenting on the joint statement, 

Hungarian Justice Minister Judit Varga 

said that “like several others before 

it”, the statement was declaring a 

piece of Hungarian legislation to 

be in violation of EU law without 
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the signatories having assessed the 

law in question. She criticised the 

statement for containing “completely 

baseless fake news”. Hungary believes 

that the legislation has nothing to 

do with EU law, Varga said, adding 

that the principle of subsidiarity and 

constitutional and national identity 

were national competences. Further, 

the Charter of Fundamental Rights of 

the European Union also declares that 

providing the cultural and traditional 

background for a child’s development 

is the right of the parent, she said. 

Hungary’s anti-paedophile law does 

not discriminate against anyone 

and imposes no restrictions on the 

freedom of expression, Varga said.

European Commission Vice 

President Věra Jourová said after the 

meeting that the EC was looking 

into the Hungarian law to determine 

whether it breaches EU law. “Freedom 

of expression needs to be protected, 

and no one should be discriminated 

[against] on the basis of sexual 

orientation,” she said.

JUSTICE MINISTER: 
ENSURING UNDISTURBED 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
‘PRIMARY DUTY’

Hungary considers it a primary duty 

to protect families and ensure the 

undisturbed development of children, 

Justice Minister Judit Varga said after 

a meeting of the European Union’s 

General Affairs Council in Luxembourg. 

Speaking to Hungarian reporters, 

Varga underlined the need to protect 

families’ right to raise children, saying 

that it must not be “handed over to 

lobby groups”. She said that only those 

had trouble understanding Hungary’s 

new law against paedophiles who 

didn’t want to understand it. “It’s 

regrettable that Europe is under 

pressure from a liberal steamroller,” 

she said.

Varga said ideological debates 

on issues like migration, the family, 

religion and national identity were 

being dressed up as political and legal 

debates and would never be settled, 

arguing that they represented the clash 

of two conflicting worldviews.

ÁDER: ‘TIME RUNNING 
OUT FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT’

Time is running out for turning global 

development into a sustainable 

direction, the Hungarian president 

said, opening an online forum of the 

UN’s Water and Climate Leaders Panel. 

János Áder is on the 15-member panel 

comprising incumbent and former 

heads of state and government, 

ministers as well as leaders of 

international civil organisations and 

multinational companies. “It is our 

common responsibility to act as soon 

as possible,” he said.

The Hungarian president called 

water the most important issue in 

the 21st century, noting that 80% of 

climate change hazards are related 

to water, including droughts, floods, 

the shrinking of glaciers and rising 

sea levels. Water released in increased 

amounts from the soil into the air is 

immensely contributing to extreme 

weather, Áder said. He noted that the 

amount of water accessible per person 

has declined by half over the past forty 

years, with its level dropping below 

critical levels in 36 countries.

CORONAVIRUS - HUNGARY 
OFFERS TO VACCINATE 
FRONTIER COMMUTERS

Hungary will offer to inoculate foreign 

nationals living in border regions 

against the coronavirus from July, the 

government said on its website. Foreign 

nationals living in areas along the 

borders Hungary shares with Ukraine, 

Romania, Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, 

Austria and Slovakia will be able to get a 

Covid jab at designated inoculation sites 

in Hungary. Registration will take place 

on site. People will not be permitted 

to select the vaccine administered but 

will get the Covid jab that is available. 

Offering the vaccine to foreign nationals 

aged 18 and older will contribute to 

the pandemic defence of Hungarian 

nationals and Hungarians living in 

border regions outside of the country, 

the government said.

Hungary has inoculated more than 

half of its population against the 

coronavirus.

CORONAVIRUS - EIGHT 
FATALITIES, 91 NEW 
INFECTIONS

Eight patients died over the past 24 

hours, while 91 new infections were 
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registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said. 

So far 5,431,713 people have received 

a first jab, while 4,619,877 have been 

fully vaccinated. The number of active 

infections has declined to 41,417, 

while hospitals are treating 241 Covid 

patients, 32 of whom need respiratory 

assistance. There are 3,322 people in 

official quarantine, while 6,073,516 tests 

have been officially carried out. Since 

the first outbreak, 807,775 infections 

have been registered, while fatalities 

have risen to 29,971. Fully 736,387 

people have made a recovery.

So far, most infections have been 

registered in Budapest and Pest 

County, followed by the counties of 

Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, Győr-Moson-

Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

STIMULUS LIFTS BUDGET 
DEFICIT TO HUF 1,312.6 BN 
IN MAY, SAYS MINISTRY

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget 

deficit, excluding local councils, 

reached 1,312.6 billion forints (EUR 

3.76bn) at the end of May, widening 

on stimulus measures, the Finance 

Ministry confirmed in a detailed data. 

In May alone, the budget shortfall was 

269 billion forints, 55.1 billion forints 

less than a year before. The central 

budget deficit was 1,171.0 forints at 

the end of May. Social insurance funds 

were 155.0 billion forints in the red, 

while the separate state funds had a 

surplus of 13.4 billion forints.

“The development of growing 

expenditures was influenced mainly 

by items necessary for re-starting the 

economy,” the ministry said. “The aim 

of the government is to get everybody 

put in a difficult situation because of 

the pandemic back on their feet,” it 

added. The ministry said Hungary’s 

quarter-on-quarter GDP growth of 2% 

in Q1 shows that “economic defence 

and economic recovery measures 

taken so far have worked”.

The ministry noted that lawmakers 

had approved amendments to the 

2021 budget act late in May that 

raised the deficit target to 7.5% of 

GDP, based on European Union 

accounting methodology. The 

public debt-to-GDP ratio is targeted 

at 79.9% in 2021, down from 80.4% 

in 2020.

HUNGARIAN CHESS 
FEDERATION SIGNS 
CONTRACT TO HOST 2024 
CHESS OLYMPIAD

The International Chess Federation 

(FIDE), Hungary’s National Sport 

Agency and the Hungarian Chess 

Federation (MSSZ) has signed a 

contract on the organisation of 

the 2024 Chess Olympiad, a chess 

tournament for national teams from 

around the world, in Budapest. 

After the contract was signed, FIDE 

chairman Arkady Dvorkovich said 

Budapest’s application to host the 

contest drew its strength from 

Hungary’s chess tradition as well as 

the government’s contribution and 

support, singling out the efforts of 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán.


