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On the sidelines of a meeting of his EU counterparts, Szijjártó said the world was about to face further waves of illegal 

migration since “all trends recently triggering migration waves have further strengthened”. “We have a single task: to protect 

our citizens from the perils of further migration waves, and we must use every tool to stop migratory trends,” he said.

The minister said that the economic impact of the pandemic will contribute to a growing migration, adding that NATO’s 

pulling out of Afghanistan and the resulting increase in terrorism activities as well as “Brussels’s pro-migration policy” could 

also lead to another wave. “It is clear that nothing is enough for Brussels to convince its bureaucrats that migration poses 

serious risks,” he said.

Szijjártó said it was an urgent task “to convince Brussels to drop their pro-migration policy” and ensure that security in 

Afghanistan does not deteriorate. With regard to migration routes from Afghanistan to Europe, he said that a “new and 

strong deal with Turkey” aimed at stemming migration was an urgent priority.

The coronavirus epidemic and migration “make up a vicious circle” because “the more 
countries are hit by the virus the more people will set off and the more people leave 
their home the greater the risk of a spreading pandemic is,” Foreign Minister Péter 
Szijjártó said in Luxembourg.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: ARTICLE 7 
PROCEDURE POLITICAL 
BLACKMAIL AGAINST 
HUNGARY

The procedure launched against 

Hungary under Article 7 of the EU 

Treaty has nothing to do with facts; it is 

rather meant to be applied as a means 

of political blackmail, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said in a meeting of 

his European Union counterparts in 

Luxembourg.

Szijjártó spoke before the 

hearings the EU General Affairs 

Council is set to hold on Tuesday, 

as part of the procedure, on the 

rule-of-law situation in Poland and 

the enforcement of EU values in 

Hungary. “The way and the length 

of the procedure expose those who 

are conducting it. The procedure 

itself is a tool of political blackmail 

because if anyone had wanted to 

hold a debate on the facts, it would 

have long been over,” Szijjártó told 

Hungarian reporters during a break 

of the meeting.

Hungary has given an answer to all 

questions that have ever been put 

up which means that the procedure 

could be concluded right away, the 

minister said. There should be a vote 

about the issue and its outcome will 

set the further course of events, 

he added. “They will obviously be 

unable to win the vote because it 

requires unanimity and all the 27 

member states would not condemn 

Hungary,” he said.

There is an obvious link between 

the procedure and Hungary’s 

parliamentary elections set for next 

spring, with the liberal mainstream 

trying to influence the outcome of the 

vote, Szijjártó said. This will neither be 

the first attempt, nor the last one to 

influence it, he added.

Asked about Hungary’s recent law 

against paedophiles that the General 

Affairs Council might also discuss 

on Tuesday, Szijjártó said, “Should 

Brussels bureaucrats or western 

European politicians tell us if we 

can protect our children? No way.” 

Protecting Hungarian children is the 

right and responsibility of Hungary’s 

lawmakers, he said, adding that 

parliament should grant families and 

parents the exclusive right to decide 

how to raise children.

JUSTICE MINISTER 
CALLS FOR EU ACTION 
TO PROMOTE ‘PEOPLE’S 
RIGHTS IN CYBERSPACE’

Personal rights must be protected 

“in the cyberspace, too”, Justice 

Minister Judit Varga said in 

Parliament, and called for fast action 

and for the European Union setting 

an example. At a conference dubbed 

Dialogue on the Future of Europe: 

Building a Digital European Union, 

Varga urged efforts to ensure that 

people can use the internet safely.

Digitalisation now affects the 

whole of society and offers limitless 

opportunities, she said, but added 

that those opportunities involve 

responsibilities, too. “It is important 

that we take our future in Europe in 

our own hands and build a digital 

future that serves the benefit of 

the people,” she said. The minister 

insisted that the current “digital 

revolution” was a major challenge, 

adding that the internet had 

reshaped people’s lives, society, and 

culture. Social media is becoming 

more and more influential with 

billions of users worldwide, but 

“it has spread too quickly and by 

now the drawbacks are obvious”, 

she said. More and more users are 

disappointed with the “spread of 

fake news, abuse of personal data 

and curbed freedom of expression”, 

she said, adding that social media 

offers opportunities for “gathering 

personal information, surveillance of 

people’s habits and behaviour and 

controlling citizens”.

Protecting personal data is 

increasingly important, and the 

challenge is if “we can keep the 

technology under control or it will 

take control over our life”, she said. 

She said that Hungary’s recently 

established Digital Freedom 

Committee had drawn up a 

document containing a list of issues 

with the current regulations to be 

addressed. Varga said that “the same 

laws must be enforced online and 

offline” and insisted that regulation 

of the platforms of social media 

was unavoidable. “It is not good if 

players of the digital market abuse 

their monopoly power,” the minister 

added.
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NOVÁK: ‘COUNTRIES 
SUPPORTING 
IMMIGRATION, NOT 
FAMILIES, GIVE UP THEIR 
FUTURE’

Countries that choose to support 

immigrants instead of families will 

give up their future, Hungary’s family 

affairs minister said at a conference in 

Bratislava. “Today it is true for every 

country in Europe that not enough 

children are born, and although 

Europe’s population is growing, it is 

solely due to immigration,” Katalin 

Novák said in her address to the 

conference organised by the Slovak 

parliament.

“However, if we prefer migration to 

family support, we will give up our 

future,” she said, adding that “migration 

is a wrong answer to challenges posed 

by demographic changes.”

The minister said that several 

contributors to the conference 

called the Hungarian government’s 

policy supporting families over the 

past decade a model for Slovakia 

to follow. 

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EUROPE 
SHOULD DEFEND ETHNIC 
MINORITIES, FREEDOM OF 
RELIGION

Europe should defend ethnic 

minorities and the freedom of religion 

because both national communities 

and traditional Christian values are 

exposed to attacks, Péter Szijjártó, 

Hungary’s minister of foreign affairs 

and trade, told MTI in Strasbourg.

Europe was strong only when it 

adhered to its traditional Christian 

values that are now under attack, 

Szijjártó said before the Monday 

session of the Council of Europe (CoE) 

Parliamentary Assembly.

There is an endeavour dictated by 

the strong liberal mainstream that 

Europe should forget its Christian 

values, he said. It is regrettable that 

this endeavour is coupled with 

considerable anti-Semitism in Western 

Europe, Szijjártó said, referring to the 

clearly anti-Semite demonstrations that 

erupted in western capitals after Israel 

had defended itself from a terrorist 

organisation’s attack.

Szijjártó also said that several 

European countries had approved 

legislation that restrict the rights 

of national minorities. “There is a 

pressing need in Europe to halt these 

tendencies,” the minister said

Hungary, which is holding the 

rotating CoE presidency until late 

November, will spare no effort to 

guarantee the free exercise of religion 

and respect for minority rights in 

Europe, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ AGAINST 
‘MIXING’ SPORTS, 
POLITICS

“Mixing sports with politics is 

extremely harmful and dangerous,” 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

in connection with German plans to 

illuminate in the rainbow colours the 

stadium in Munich where the national 

elevens of Germany and Hungary 

would play a match in the European 

football championship on June 23.

The rainbow initiative, supported 

by the city of Munich and Bavaria’s 

minister-president, is aimed at 

expressing support for tolerance and 

equal treatment.

Szijjártó insisted that “demands” for 

the rainbow colours clearly indicated 

a political intent because “everybody 

knows what it is all about”. “We in 

Hungary have adopted a law to protect 

Hungarian children and it is now being 

protested in Western Europe,” he said.

V4, FRENCH ECONOMY 
MINISTERS DISCUSS 
PANDEMIC, EUROPE’S 
ECONOMY 

The economy ministers of the four 

Visegrad Group countries and France 

discussed the experiences of the 

coronavirus pandemic and ways of 

strengthening Europe’s economy 

in the post-pandemic period in 

Krakow, Hungary’s innovation and 

technology minister told MTI by 

phone. The ministers discussed in 

detail the economic, health care and 

social impact of the pandemic, László 

Palkovics said.

They established that Europe had 

faced a shortage of essential medical 

supplies and production capacities 

it would have needed to tackle the 

pandemic, Palkovics said, noting 

that Hungary had responded to the 

challenge by enhancing its domestic 
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production capacities in ventilators, 

face masks and other medical supplies.

Discussing the economic aspect and 

the restarting of Europe’s economy, 

Palkovics said that global supply 

chains had posed a challenge but the 

industrial sector had recovered in a 

relatively short period of time. “There 

is, however, still a shortage of some 

raw materials which must be tackled,” 

he said.

The five ministers also touched upon 

the issue of energy independence 

and agreed that the option of using 

nuclear energy and natural gas must 

be maintained. 

SOCIALISTS: MANY 
HEALTH WORKERS 
EARNING LESS IN NEW 
EMPLOYEE STATUS

Many health workers have suffered 

a decrease in salary as a result of the 

introduction of new employee status, 

with the government failing to pay 

allowances, an opposition Socialist 

lawmaker said.

Ildikó Borbély Bangó told an online 

press conference on Facebook that the 

“irresponsible, forced introduction of 

the new employee status has been a 

great sin” of the government because 

it resulted in many workers quitting 

the health sector during the third wave 

of the coronavirus epidemic, a time 

“when the system was already at the 

brink of collapse”.

“Even those that stayed on have 

been cheated,” she added citing press 

reports about decreased salaries for 

nurses resulting from the lack of wage 

compensation following restrictions 

connected to the new employee 

status.

Ruling Fidesz refuses to provide 

money to hospitals so that they could 

pay allowances and hospital directors 

are forced to reduce such payments, 

she insisted. Borbély Bangó cited a 

recent survey by the independent 

health-care union showing that more 

than half of nurses are mulling plans to 

leave their profession. She called on 

the government to restore the public 

worker status of health-care staff and 

start consultations without delay on a 

wage hike for nurses.

DK PLEDGES HIGHER PAY 
FOR TEACHERS

Teachers will benefit from a “decent” 

pay rise, should the opposition 

win next year’s election and Klára 

Dobrev, the candidate of Democratic 

Coalition (DK), sets up Hungary’s next 

government, DK’s deputy group leader 

told an online press conference.

Gergely Arató, citing an assessment 

based on OECD figures, said that 

Hungarian teachers receive the second 

lowest salaries in the EU in comparison 

with other professionals. In Hungary, 

secondary-school teachers earn 

70% of the average graduate salary, 

he said, adding that kindergarten 

and primary school teachers made 

even less. Arató slammed the 

government for spending billions of 

forints on “hunting expos and such 

gentlemanly passions”, while teachers 

are “humiliated with paltry salaries”. An 

opposition government would again 

make teaching an attractive career for 

young people and “reward those that 

train the next generations”.

CORONAVIRUS - NINE 
FATALITIES, 202 NEW 
INFECTIONS

Nine elderly patients with co-

morbidities died over the weekend, 

while 202 new infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said 

on Monday.

So far 5,411,431 people have received 

a first jab, while 4,491,113 have been 

fully vaccinated. The number of active 

infections has declined to 42,097, 

while hospitals are treating 275 Covid 

patients, 37 of whom need respiratory 

assistance. There are 3,969 people in 

official quarantine, while 6,058,488 

tests have been officially carried 

out. Since the first outbreak, 807,630 

infections have been registered, while 

fatalities have risen to 29,959. Fully 

735,574 people have made a recovery. 

MATOLCSY WARNS 2022 
OVERSPENDING COULD 
FUEL INFLATION

National Bank of Hungary (NBH) 

governor György Matolcsy said he 

believes the 5.9%-of-GDP deficit target 

in the 2022 budget is “a mistake” and 

could set the country up for “persistently 

high inflation” in a column published 

on the website of daily Magyar Nemzet 

on Monday. “Parliament has approved 
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the 2022 budget and its target for 

a 5.9%-of-GDP deficit. I believe the 

decision is a mistake, as it unnecessarily 

builds significant risk into the operation 

of the Hungarian economy,” he said. 

Matolcsy and the other members of the 

Fiscal Council expressed concern over 

the deficit target in the 2022 budget 

bill before it was approved, but the 

government insisted that looser fiscal 

policy affords flexibility.

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said 

that “if we want to overtake in the 

curve” - borrowing one of Matolcsy’s 

signature phrases - “we have to press 

the gas pedal harder”.

In his column, Matolcsy said the 

2022 budget “cannot be the budget 

of recovery because the Hungarian 

economy is already in a recovery this 

year”. With GDP growth expected to 

reach around 6% for the full year in 2021, 

Hungary’s economy could expand at 

one of the fastest paces, if not the fastest, 

in the European Union. “The Hungarian 

economy does not require a high fiscal 

deficit to re-start in 2022, instead a return 

to the earlier path of balance is possible 

and necessary,” he said.

Matolcsy noted that Hungary is 

expected to reach pre-crisis GDP levels 

within one-and-a-half years, a far shorter 

period than the six-and-a-half years 

it took to recover after the 2008 crisis. 

“That change can bring with it spikes 

in inflation, as demand that has been 

forcibly built up cannot be matched with 

the same level and structure of supply 

on the domestic market. As it will be the 

case in other countries, too, imported 

inflation will also jump,” he said.

Matolcsy warned that spikes 

resulting from excess demand could 

put Hungary on a path of “persistently 

high inflation”.

CENTRAL BANK ADVISES 
BORROWERS WHO CAN TO 
RE-START INSTALMENTS

The National Bank of Hungary (NBH) 

has advised borrowers participating 

in a repayment moratorium who are 

not distressed to re-start instalments. 

The central bank and financial market 

regulator noted that borrowers in the 

moratorium, introduced in the spring 

of 2020 to ease economic fallout from 

the coronavirus crisis, must still pay 

interest for the period during which 

instalments were suspended, albeit 

in equal annual amounts. “Whoever 

doesn’t want to pay back more interest 

and whose financial situation allows 

would be advised to start repaying 

their loan instalments as soon as 

possible,” the NBH said.

Hungary’s government recently 

extended the term of the blanket 

repayment moratorium to September 30.

FOREIGN VISITORS’ 
SPENDING PLUNGES 56% 
IN Q1

Spending by foreign visitors in 

Hungary fell by an annual 56% to 

164 billion forints (EUR 463m) in 

the first quarter, data compiled by 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

show. Spending by day-trippers 

reached 68 billion forints, while 

visitors staying for longer periods 

spent 97 billion. Austrians spent the 

most, 35 billion forints, mostly on 

health tourism.

Foreigners travelling for pleasure 

accounted for 41% of visitors who 

stayed more than a day in Hungary. 

People travelling to Hungary to work 

accounted for 30% and business 

travellers made up 29%.

MINISTRY ISSUES HEAT 
ALERT FOR HUNGARY

The human resources ministry 

has issued a “red code” heat alert 

for the country, expected to be 

in force between Monday and 

Thursday morning. State Secretary 

Attila Fülöp said that the alert 

was justified by average daily 

temperatures exceeding 27 C in 

the upcoming days.


