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“National democrats” oppose the makers of empires, who are in turn “opponents of democracy”, Viktor Orbán told a conference 

marking Hungarian Independence Day. Europe as a “cultural formation”, he said, was “fabulous” and “inimitable”. But the 

European Union, Orbán said, was a political body created by countries defending their economic and military interests 

after the second world war when the US and Soviet Union vied with each other on the continent. “The EU was created to 

ensure that Europeans once again decided Europe’s fate,” he said. Today, however, Europe was not actively improving or 

transforming itself, Orbán said. “It is we who must improve and transform it, and lead it back to its former successful path.” 

“Today we’re the same as we’ve always been: Europe’s last freedom fighters. The history of Europe did not simply change; 

we changed it.” Orbán insisted that Europe was in need of “freedom fighters of our own kind”.

Brussels is creating a European superstate instead of a Europe of nation states, the 
prime minister has said.

ORBÁN: EUROPE OF NATIONS NEEDED

EU foreign ministers’ meeting in 
Luxembourg

Coronavirus updates
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Hungarian striker Attila Fiola scores against France in Euro 2020 match in 
Budapest
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ORBÁN: EU BUILDING 
IMPERIAL SUPERSTATE

Prime Minister accused EU of 

skating towards building an imperial 

superstate in Brussels without a 

democratic mandate instead of 

conceiving of a Europe of nations. A 

European “demos” doesn’t exist; only 

nations do, he said. “Democracy can’t 

be built without a demos,” he said, 

adding that an empire in Brussels 

would end up lacking democratic 

legitimacy. “What we want is a 

democracy of democracies based on 

European nations,” he said. The prime 

minister said the powerholders of 

Brussels saw integration not as a means 

but as an end in itself, and they were 

intent to ride roughshod over national 

interests and traditional values. EU’s 

legal systems, he added, helped rather 

than hindered this endeavour.

He accused his political opponents 

of seeking to weaken natural 

communities that formed the bedrock 

of European culture. Hungary’s 

government therefore wants the 

term “ever closer union” to be 

excised from the Treaty on European 

Union, he said. The prime minister 

also accused Brussels of having 

“outsourced” a sizable portion of its 

power to “networks managed from 

outside Europe”, referring to “the Soros 

networks” and the US Democratic 

Party interests behind it. First, the 

European Commission transformed 

itself from being a politically impartial 

guardian of the bloc’s treaties into a 

political body, he said, adding that 

this had taken place openly with a 

public announcement to that effect by 

President Jean-Claude Juncker. This is 

why, he said, the British and Hungarians 

had refused to back Juncker as the 

bloc’s president, arguing Juncker’s 

stance had ultimately led to Brexit. 

Orbán said a politicised commission 

was now preparing reports on the 

rule of law regarding EU member 

states by outsourcing the work to 

“pseudo-civil organisations” operating 

in them -- all of them part of “George 

Soros’s network”. Democratically 

elected governments were then 

evaluated using information and 

opinions provided by these NGOs, 

with punishments then meted out 

accordingly, Orbán said, adding that 

this amounted to “an abuse of the 

power” -- made possible because 

nation states had handed their 

sovereign powers to Brussels.

Meanwhile, the prime minister 

insisted the EU was “destined to fall 

apart” unless its economy started 

performing successfully. The EU was 

based on the idea that member states 

can achieve greater economic success 

together than separately, he said. “If it 

turns out, economically speaking, that 

we are more successful ... separate than 

together, the EU will be finished,” he 

added.

“So those of us who are dedicated 

to the EU must support policies that 

focus exclusively on our common 

economic success,” he said. Brussels, 

he added, was busy “fighting with itself 

and its member states, lecturing and 

threatening them, exerting pressure 

and imposing fines”. He called this 

“a self-destructive abuse of power”. 

Orbán said the upcoming decade 

heralded “dangerous challenges, 

migration, epidemics and pandemics.” 

It was, he added, “vital to maintain 

security and the success of the global 

economy in such a dangerous period.” 

He said a precondition of success 

was restoring democracy. The prime 

minister called for a new institution to 

be set up comprising the constitutional 

courts of member states with a 

mandate to protect their national and 

constitutional identity.

Orbán insisted the European 

Parliament had proven itself “a dead-

end” of European democracy, pursuing 

its own ideological and institutional 

interests. So national parliaments 

should be boosted, he said, proposing 

that national parliaments should 

send delegates to the EP, following 

the example of the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Council of Europe. 

They should be given the power to 

stop EU legislation national spheres 

of authority are violated, he added. 

Finally, the government contends 

that Serbia should be given EU 

membership because this would serve 

the interests of the EU even more than 

the interests of Serbians, he said.

Orbán said a debate was under 

way concerning the future of the 

EU. Finally, he said, it was possible to 

discuss problems openly as well as 

those things that citizens of member 

states find hurtful and harmful. 

The debate about the EU’s future 
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has given Hungary a podium from 

which it can stop the “Sovietisation 

of the European Union and Brussels 

turning into Moscow,” he said, adding 

that Hungarians had fought for their 

freedom, whereas westerners inherited 

it; “a world of difference”. “Times have 

changed, and whereas thirty years 

ago we believed Europe was our 

future, today we understand that we 

are Europe’s future”, he said. Orbán 

said “we must have the courage to be 

democrats and freedom fighters in 

Europe; this is the only path towards a 

European renaissance”.

JUSTICE MIN: ‘WISER 
EUROPE’ NEEDED,  
NOT ‘MORE EUROPE’ 

Instead of “more Europe, we want a 

wiser Europe”, Justice Minister Judit 

Varga has said. “To us, unity in diversity 

means the harmony of sovereign 

states.” Addressing a conference 

marking Hungarian Independence Day, 

Varga said “we want a Europe where 

EU law is not used as an ideological 

weapon and where political frustration 

does not overpower the principles of 

the treaties.” 

“A series of belated and ill-fated 

European responses to the challenges 

of the 21st century have made it 

clear that integration has lost its 

response capability, and pragmatic 

cooperation has turned into a 

platform for ideological disputes,” she 

said. Varga said Europe was ruled by 

mainstream calling itself “progressive 

and liberal” which strove for a united 

states of Europe, “a Europe supporting 

multiculturalism, welcoming migration 

and rejecting the traditional family 

model as well as the continent’s 

cultural religious heritage.”

Mária Schmidt, government 

commissioner of the “Free for 30 years” 

memorial year said at the event that 

neither the West, nor the European 

Union had fulfilled the hopes of 

Hungarians, adding that “we idealised 

them and set unrealistic expectations 

of them”. “By now, we’ve learnt to 

see them for what they are. We have 

removed our rose-tinted glasses and 

now we negotiate with them by 

representing Hungarian interests,” 

Schmidt, who is also the director of 

the House of Terror Museum, said. 

“It is a promising development that 

Hungarian interests increasingly 

coincide with the interests of our 

region,” she added.

FINANCE MINISTER: 
EU ACKNOWLEDGES 
HUNGARY RECOVERY

The European Union acknowledges 

that Hungary is on the path to 

economic recovery from the 

coronavirus crisis, Finance Minister 

Mihály Varga said, noting that the 

European Commission has raised its 

projection for Hungary’s GDP growth 

this year to 5% from 4%. Speaking to 

Hungarian reporters after a meeting 

with his EU peers in Luxembourg, 

Varga said the EU’s forecast put 

Hungary at the sharp end of the 

European field, noting that it trails 

only three member states in terms 

of projected growth. This year’s and 

next year’s budgets both guarantee 

the resources needed for an economic 

recovery, Varga said. The 2022 budget 

guarantees the funding needed 

to support families, raise pensions 

and wages and finance investments 

and social programmes, he added. 

Concerning Hungary’s VAT regulations, 

Varga said the government’s decision 

to reduce the VAT on internet services 

to 5% had garnered praise from the 

EU. “If we accept that the internet is 

an everyday need and a part of our 

work and our lives, then it was worth 

including it among the goods and 

services that are subject to a lower 

VAT rate,” Varga said. The minister said 

his EU counterparts had approved 

Hungary keeping a low VAT rate on 

internet services at Friday’s meeting. 

Meanwhile, Varga said the European 

Commission could approve Hungary’s 

post-pandemic recovery and resilience 

plan by the end of July.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: COOPERATION 
WITH TURKEY ECONOMIC, 
SECURITY PRIORITY

Hungary’s government sees 

strengthening cooperation with 

Turkey as an economic and security 

priority, Péter Szijjártó, Hungary’s 

minister of foreign affairs and trade, 

said after meeting Turkish Minister 

of Trade Mehmet Muş in Budapest. 

If Hungary wants to become a 

winner in the new era of global 

economic development, it has to 
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boost its relations with the most 

rapidly developing countries of the 

world, Szijjártó said. Trade between 

Turkey and Hungary surpassed one 

billion euros in the first quarter of 

2021 alone, growth of nearly 30% 

year on year, he said. Further, Turkey 

plays a crucial rule in guaranteeing 

the security of Europe as a whole, 

Szijjártó said, referring to the 2016 

EU-Turkey migration agreement. As 

NATO’s withdrawal from Afghanistan 

could result in growing terrorism and 

migration, that role might take on new 

significance, he said. Cooperation 

with Turkey should be strengthened 

on that front too, and the EU should 

fulfil its commitments, he warned. 

Hungary has a vested interest in 

economic cooperation between the 

EU and Turkey, he said. He called for 

an upgrade of the EU-Turkey customs 

union and for concluding the talks on 

visa liberalisation, as well as for “steel 

tariffs that hamper cooperation in the 

industry as little as possible.”

Muṣ said Hungary and Turkey 

had a long tradition of friendship. 

He thanked Hungary for “standing 

by Turkey”, adding they counted on 

Hungary’s support during the talks 

on the customs union.  Turkey aims 

to reach 6 billion dollar trade volume 

with Hungary, Muṣ said. The Turkish 

central bank has allocated substantial 

sums to finance joint projects, he said. 

Talks on business cooperation are 

expected to continue in the autumn, 

with joint investments and projects 

in African countries on the agenda, 

he said.

GOVT OFFICIAL HITS BACK 
AT SOROS’S ‘INSULT’  
OF HUNGARY

Csaba Dömötör, a state secretary of the 

Prime Minister’s Office, has hit back at 

US financier George Soros for “insulting 

Hungary”, citing US media reports that 

Soros had avoided paying taxes by 

tucking billions of dollars into his charity 

organisation. “George Soros is insulting 

Hungary again; this time by calling it 

a mafia state,” Dömötör wrote. “These 

sort of insults ring totally false from a 

billionaire who pays no taxes.” Citing 

recent press reports, Dömötör said 

Soros had managed to avoid paying 

federal income tax for three years. 

“Foundations play a key role in these 

tax evasion manoeuvres,” the state 

secretary said, adding that Soros had 

moved 18 billion dollars into his Open 

Society Foundations alone. “The Wall 

Street Journal is calling this transfer of 

wealth the single biggest tax dodge 

in US history.” Meanwhile, Dömötör 

said, Soros was calling for others to 

pay more taxes. He cited the Project 

Syndicate website linked to Soros as 

calling corporate tax increases “the best 

solution” to the economic crisis caused 

by the pandemic. However, a low 

corporate tax rate is one of Hungary’s 

biggest competitive advantages, 

he added. “If he [Soros] attacks us a 

hundred times, we’ll defend ourselves 

a hundred times,” Dömötör said. “And 

we will add each time that an unelected 

tax-dodging godfather shouldn’t 

lecture us on democracy.”

DK: ‘THOUSANDS’  
OF HEALTH-CARE 
WORKERS PLANNING  
TO QUIT

Thousands of health-care employees 

are planning to quit their jobs due to 

recent amendments to their contracts, 

the opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) insisted. Erzsébet Gy Németh, 

a deputy mayor of Budapest, said 

the amendments, which were 

introduced at “the worst possible time 

at the height of the third wave of the 

coronavirus pandemic”, led to 4,000 

workers leaving their jobs at the time. 

This time, the exodus could sweep up 

even more, she said. “That would be 

the end of the Hungarian health-care 

system” where some 20,000 jobs are 

currently unfilled, she insisted.

Some 1,600 professionals have 

recently signed a survey of the 

chamber of health-care professionals, 

saying they were planning to quit their 

jobs, she said. Gy Németh called for the 

suspension of the contested legislation 

which she insisted was passed 

without consulting representatives 

of the profession. The government 

should rather embark on filling the 

vacant positions by employing 3,000 

doctors, 9,000 nurses and 500 GPs 

in the coming years as proposed by 

Klára Dobrev, DK’s candidate for prime 

minister in the coming elections. 

Unless those measures are carried 

out, Hungarians will be left without 

adequate health-care services, she 

warned.
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UJHELYI: SOCIALIST PARTY 
LAUNCHES DIALOGUE  
ON EU’S FUTURE

Hungary’s Socialist Party is launching 

a round of dialogues on social media 

concerning the future of the European 

Union. Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi 

noted at an online press briefing that 

the EU’s future has been the subject 

of debate in Strasbourg for the past 

year, and it was hoped that resulting 

changes in the bloc would benefit all 

European citizens. He accused the 

ruling Fidesz party of “taking Hungary 

out of the European community”. 

Since the country’s security and future 

was bound up with the EU, he said, 

Hungary should be concerned with 

how the bloc is reformed, adding 

that input from citizens was therefore 

needed. Citizens, interest groups and 

trade unions will be consulted, with 

broad-ranging debates on a particular 

topic to be held each month, he 

said, outlining the party’s plans. The 

government, he added, had failed to 

canvass the opinions of Hungarians on 

this subject. He said European policy, 

as far as the Fidesz government was 

concerned, revolved around the 

“petty power interests” of the “ruling 

kleptocracy”.

Socialist politician Kata Tüttő said that 

hopefully the discussions would lead 

towards identifying the areas in which 

“more Europe” was needed in the future 

as well as the converse.  An EU is needed 

that “fits better with what we’re like in 

the world today,” she added.

FIDESZ: ECONOMY  
TO SEE ‘UNPRECEDENTED 
GROWTH SPURT’ 

Fidesz’s parliamentary group sees the 

economy enjoying an unprecedented 

growth spurt, with 5.5% targeted, 

resulting in measures aimed to help 

ordinary Hungarians, the ruling party’s 

group leader said in a radio interview. 

Summing up Fidesz’s recent group 

meeting in Debrecen, Máté Kocsis 

said the relaunch of social life and 

the economy was a focal point of 

discussions. The 1-1.5-month headstart 

given thanks the Hungary’s successful 

vaccination drive will add 1 percentage 

point to GDP this year, “giving us 

hope that we’ll be able to introduce 

a number of economic measures that 

are out of the ordinary”, he said.

With growth of 5.1% by the start of 

2022, pre-crisis GDP levels would be 

reached, he said, adding that 5.5% 

would pay for lower taxes on labour, 

a higher minimum wage -- the basic 

wage possibly hiked to 200,000 forints 

(EUR 570) and the one for skilled 

workers to 260,000 forints -- while 

income tax would be waived for the 

under-25s. Further, families would 

enjoy a tax refund, he said. Kocsis said 

the coronavirus pandemic had hit a 

strong Hungarian economy, meaning 

the recovery would be easier. 

Meanwhile, commenting on 

the paedophile law, he said the 

legislation was largely focused on 

criminal aspects of regulation against 

paedophiles.

“The law’s about protecting 

children,” he said, adding there 

was little to debate when it came 

to outlawing “sex propaganda” in 

the lives of 5-10 year-olds. “Content 

inappropriate to a child’s age should be 

excised from their lives and education,” 

he said, adding that sex education was 

a matter for parents. NGOs, he said, 

rather than providing educational 

materials, peddled propaganda.

The law, Kocsis said, did not 

disseminate information about various 

sexual identities, neither did it exclude 

anyone. “It merely protects the child 

from content that is inappropriate for 

their age”, while broadening parental 

rights.

He said he was “surprised” that the 

EU saw the law as a human rights issue. 

“I’d always thought protecting children 

is a common European value,” Kocsis 

said.

PLAN TO RELAUNCH 
ECONOMY ‘AT HEART  
OF 2022 BUDGET’

The action plan to relaunch the 

economy is at the heart of the 2022 

budget and will help people facing 

hardships due to the coronavirus 

pandemic back on their feet, Finance 

Minister Mihály Varga told public 

broadcaster Kossuth Rádió. Hungary 

wants to recover its pre-pandemic 

growth rate as soon as possible and 

this may happen as early as 2022, 

he said. This year the economy is 

expected to return to the level where 

it was at the end of 2019, before the 
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pandemic, he said. In 2022, growth 

of 5.2% and a deficit target of 5.9% of 

GDP are targeted, while the debt rate is 

expected to return to a path of decline, 

Varga added. The minister cited 

important social policy targets, such as 

family support, 13th month pensions, 

and the introduction of a personal 

income tax holiday for the under-25s. 

He said that since 2016, the greatest 

impetus for economic growth resulted 

from an agreement with employers 

and employees involving tax cuts 

and wage increase. “If we can return 

to that path, with continual, vigorous 

wage increases coupled with tax 

cuts, then the Hungarian economy’s 

competitiveness can improve and the 

growth path can be expected to be 

steadily in the 4-5% range,” Varga said.

ÁDER INAUGURATES 
RESTORED RÁKÓCZI 
CASTLE IN SLOVAKIA

Each new generation has a 

responsibility to preserve the legacy 

of the past, Hungarian President 

Janos Áder said on the occasion he 

inaugurated the restored Ferenc 

Rákóczi II castle in Borsi, in southeast 

Slovakia, together with his counterpart, 

Zuzana Čaputová, on Saturday.

The renovation of the castle built 

between 1563 and 1638 was carried 

out with support from the Hungarian 

state. Áder said in a speech that 

Rákóczi was a statesman who, given his 

struggle for the independence of his 

nation, set an example for the peoples 

of Europe today. He said the renovation 

was the result of many consultations 

and work carried out across the border. 

Čaputová said the renovated 

castle was not only a building of 

great architectural and historical 

value but a valuable symbol of unity. 

“As neighbouring countries of the 

European Union, it should unite us.” 

The project to restore of the 

birthplace of Ferenc Rákóczi was 

agreed upon in 2013 by the Hungarian 

president and Ivan Gašparovič, the 

Slovak president at the time, and 

the work itself started in September 

2018 under the direction of a non-

profit organisation. The Hungarian 

government provided 8.5 million 

euros for the complete reconstruction 

of the castle and its surroundings. A 

permanent exhibition has opened 

in the castle. Hundreds of Hungarian 

and Slovak politicians, representatives 

of churches and social organisations 

took part in the handover ceremony.

GOVT OFFICIAL 
INAUGURATES 
VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
CENTRE IN LEBANON

Tristan Azbej, Hungary’s state secretary 

in charge of aiding persecuted 

Christians, and Bechara Boutros 

al-Rahi, the Maronite Patriarch of 

Antioch, inaugurated a cultural 

and vocational training centre 

built using funds contributed by 

the Hungarian government. The 

Hungarian government contributed 

2.2 billion dollars to the construction 

of the cultural and vocational training 

centre that will serve the “revival” of 

the local Christian community, Azbej 

told MTI. In addition to supporting 

the Middle Eastern and Lebanese 

Christian community, the project also 

serves Hungary’s political interests, the 

state secretary said. Lebanon is caring 

for some 2 million refugees, Azbej 

said, adding that if the humanitarian 

crisis there were to deepen, the 

refugees would likely flee the country, 

thereby increasing the flow of illegal 

migrants towards Europe. He said it 

was therefore in Hungary’s strategic 

interest to support and strengthen 

the local community and protect the 

region’s Christian heritage.

The government’s Hungary Helps 

aid programme is aimed at both 

helping persecuted Christians in the 

Middle East and stemming the flow 

of migrants to Europe, he noted. The 

newly inaugurated vocational training 

centre will contribute to the education 

of Christian youth and women, 

allowing them to find jobs and make 

a living in their homeland, Azbej said. 

The Hungarian delegation is in Beirut 

at the invitation of Maronite Patriarch 

Bechara Boutros al-Rahi, Azbej. He said 

the patriarch had conveyed his thanks 

to Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán and the Hungarian people for 

their solidarity. 

LEGO SPENDING HUF 53 
BN ON EXPANSION  
IN HUNGARY

Danish toy manufacturer Lego is 

investing 53 billion forints (EUR 
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149.6m) to expand its plant in 

Nyíregyháza, in northeast Hungary, 

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of 

foreign affairs and trade, said. The 

government is supporting the 

investment creating 250 jobs with a 

5.9 billion forint grant, he noted. The 

investment will be the third largest in 

Hungary in 2021, and will result in the 

second largest Lego plant worldwide, 

he added.

Investments by leading international 

companies prove that Hungary is 

providing an excellent environment 

for high-quality production, 

Szijjaártó said. The “Hungarian 

system” combines companies with 

cutting-edge technology, the high 

performance of Hungarian workers, 

good infrastructure and a supportive 

economic policy, he said. To maintain 

that environment, Hungary rejects 

criticism of a key element, its 

competitive taxation system, Szijjártó 

added, referring to debates of an 

international corporate tax. Hungary 

wants to keep taxation in the state’s 

hands and hold onto the competitive 

edge achieved by low taxes, he said. 

Lego deputy CEO Jesper Hassellund 

Mikkelsen said the construction will 

be completed in 2023, expanding the 

plant by 70,000sqm. Casting capacity 

will grow by 50%, and packaging 

capacity by 30%, he said.

V4 TRANSPORT MINISTERS 
SIGN COOPERATION PACT 
ON RAIL DEVELOPMENT

The transport ministers of the Czech 

Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia 

signed a cooperation agreement on 

developing the railway network of the 

region in Kraków, in southern Poland. 

Deputy state secretary Péter Tóth, 

who represented Hungary at Friday’s 

talks, told a joint press conference 

that Hungary would treat regional 

infrastructure development as a 

priority when it takes over the Visegrad 

Group’s rotating presidency in July. The 

Visergad Group will also coordinate 

during talks with the European Union 

on the development of the Trans-

European Transport Network (TEN-T), 

he said. The Hungarian stretch of 

the Via Carpathia, a north-south 

regional road, will be finished this 

year, Tóth said. Andrzej Adamczyk, 

the Polish minister of infrastructure, 

said it was in the group’s interest 

that the region’s important transport 

corridors be included in TEN-T. Besides 

Via Carpathia, Adamczyk said the 

high-speed railway linking the four 

countries, the Danube-Odera-Elbe 

canal and the Polish central airport 

planned between Warsaw and Lodz 

should also receive funding.

FOREIGNERS WITHOUT 
SOCIAL INSURANCE 
NUMBER, HUNGARIANS 
ABROAD CAN NOW 
REGISTER FOR JAB

Foreign residents and Hungarian 

citizens living abroad without a social 

insurance number can now register 

for jab, koronavirus.gov.hu said. The 

Hungarian vaccination program is 

reaching a new stage, it added. Now 

that 55% of the Hungarian population 

and 92% of registered citizens have 

been vaccinated, the government 

is allowing foreigners resident in 

Hungary and Hungarian citizens 

abroad to get the jab by registering 

at vaccinainfo.gov.hu. An English-

language registration platform as well 

as an online appointment booking 

system are also available for foreigners 

living in Hungary. Sinopharm, Pfizer 

and a limited amount of Sputnik 

V vaccines are available. Resident 

foreigners and Hungarian citizens 

abroad will be entitled to an immunity 

card once vaccinated.


