
All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times.

E D I T O R S :  H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S @ M T VA . H U   W W W. H U N G A R Y M AT T E R S . H U

June 18, 2021
AFTeRnOOn ISSue

TOP STORY

UPCOMING EVENTSPHOTO OF THE DAY

PM

Hungary has a six to eight-week advantage in terms of vaccinations compared to all other European Union countries “because 

we acquired vaccines earlier and started vaccination sooner”, Orbán told public broadcaster Kossuth Radio. “We are also 

among the first ones to relaunch life,” he added. Orbán said he was still very concerned about the three million Hungarians 

who refused to get vaccinated. “The virus will find those who are not vaccinated, which means we have potentially three 

million infections,” he added. The prime minister asked everyone to register and get vaccinated.

Orbán said that, in line with current knowledge, vaccinated persons are protected against all variants of the virus discovered 

so far and there is no potential variant on the horizon that existing vaccines are not good for. Citing the example of the UK 

where the number of infections is on the increase despite the high rate of vaccinations, the prime minister asked everyone 

to accept that “vaccination is the only way to get protection against the coronavirus”.

Vaccination is the only way to get protection against the coronavirus and those who 
don’t get vaccinated can potentially become infected, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said 
on Friday.
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ORBÁn: SeXuAL 
eDuCATIOn OF CHILDRen 
JOB OF PARenTS

Asked about reports claiming that 

Hungary’s law against paedophiles 

approved this Tuesday was 

homophobic, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán told public radio that it would 

be worthwhile for gay people to read 

the text of the law. They will realise 

that it does not apply to those above 

18, he said, adding that the law was 

dedicated to the “protection of our 

children”. The starting point of the law 

is that the sexual education of children 

is exclusively the job of parents and 

no institution can take that right away, 

Orbán said. The law states that parents 

must be guaranteed the right to decide 

on the sexual education of their children 

and very clear limits must be set for 

sexual education at school, he said. 

Children must be protected from access 

to information on any platform that 

would be contrary to the educational 

ideas of parents, he added. In response 

to a question, Orbán said he did not 

expect Brussels to find any aspect of 

the law that could justify launching an 

infringement procedure in this matter.

ORBÁn: TAX InCReASeS 
‘TOXIC’ FOR HunGARY

Commenting on a European Union 

initiative to introduce a minimum 

corporate tax rate, Orbán said “it is 

in the national interest of Hungary 

not to accept externally imposed tax 

regulations” because “tax increases 

are toxic for its economic system.” 

He added that the “starting point” 

for the country’s economic success 

was a tax system that makes Hungary 

competitive. “Now is not the time to 

set aside reserves, now is the time for 

recovery,” he said.

Orbán said the time is right to 

continue the gradual reintroduction of 

an annual pensioners’ bonus, to roll out 

a personal income tax exemption for 

Hungarians under 25, to give families 

raising children a growth-linked tax 

rebate, and to agree with businesses 

on conditions for raising the monthly 

minimum wage to 200,000 forints, 

once economic growth reaches 5.5%.

He pointed out that the 2022 budget 

targets a modest decline in year-end 

state debt, relative to GDP, but said the 

timing is not right to “radically” reduce 

that indicator.

ORBÁn: HunGARY 
‘STeADFAST OPPOnenT’ 
OF ReDISTRuBuTIOn  
OF MIGRAnTS

Orbán said the issue of migration 

would feature on the agenda of 

next week’s EU summit to address 

growing migration pressure and 

the re-emergence of a plan to 

distribute among the member 

states illegal migrants who have 

been allowed entry by southern 

members. Hungary continues to be 

a “steadfast opponent” of the plan as 

it considers illegal migration a harmful 

phenomenon, he said.

The prime minister said Hungary has 

four defensive lines against migration: 

the first one in the east in Afghanistan, 

the second in Mali, Turkey and along 

the Mediterranean coast, the third 

along Serbia’s southern border, and the 

fourth along the Serbian-Hungarian 

border. Hungary’s participation in 

NATO’s Afghanistan mission was 

also motivated by a quest to defend 

its interests, Orbán said. He added 

that Hungary is examining the ways 

of involvement in the Mali mission. 

“Our presence in remote spots of the 

world is not a kind of adventuring or 

unwarrantable interference but an 

understandable effort to protect our 

national interests from the point of 

view of migration,” he said.

HunGARY ReCORDS TWO 
COROnAVIRuS FATALITIeS, 
106 neW InFeCTIOnS

Two elderly patients with co-

morbidities died over the past 24 

hours, while 106 new infections were 

registered, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Friday. So far 5,389,058 people have 

received a first jab, while 4,360,313 have 

been fully vaccinated. The number of 

active infections has declined to 42,851, 

while hospitals are treating 289 Covid 

patients, 43 of whom need respiratory 

assistance. There are 4,044 people in 

official quarantine, while 6,033,519 tests 

have been officially carried out. Since 

the first outbreak, 807,428 infections 

have been registered, while fatalities 

have risen to 29,950. Fully 734,627 

people have made a recovery. So far, 
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most infections have been registered in 

Budapest and Pest County, followed by 

the counties of Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, 

Győr-Moson-Sopron and Hajdú-Bihar.

BuDAPeST COuLD HOST 
euRO 2020 FInAL unDeR 
COnTInGenCY PLAn

London’s Wembley Stadium could be 

replaced as the site of the Euro 2020 

final in line with a contingency plan 

announced by the Union of European 

Football Associations (UEFA). The British 

daily The Times reported on Friday 

that Budapest’s Puskás Arena was 

considered as an alternative venue. The 

British government has not waivered 

travel restrictions introduced as a result 

of the coronavirus pandemic, including 

a ten-day mandatory quarantine for 

arrivals. UEFA said that discussions with 

the British authorities on allowing fans 

to attend the two semi-finals and the 

final are under way. “There is always a 

contingency plan but we are confident 

that the final week will be held in 

London,” UEFA said in a statement.

HunGARIAn PRISOnS  
nO LOnGeR 
OVeRCROWDeD, SAYS 
nATIOnAL COMMAnDeR

Due to some major development 

projects over the past few years, 

Hungarian prisons have ceased to be 

overcrowded, the national commander 

of the Hungarian prison service said. 

Tamás Tóth told a press conference that 

the saturation of Hungarian prisons 

had declined from 146% in 2013 to 96% 

by now. A total of 150 billion forints 

(EUR 430m) worth of developments 

over the past four years involved 

opening a new prison, expanding ten 

existing facilities, modernising the 

information technology systems used 

by the prison service, as well as the 

vehicle fleet and security technology 

equipment, he added. Tóth also said 

that Hungary was the only country in 

Europe with employment of prisoners 

capable of work.

HunGARY JOInS PAn-
euROPeAn DAY-AHeAD 
POWeR MARKeT

The electricity markets of the 4M 

MC region of the central and eastern 

European countries (Hungary, Czech 

Republic, Slovakia, Romania) and the 

MRC region of the western European 

countries were linked up successfully on 

Thursday, transmission system operator 

MAVIR said. Countries were linked up 

as part of the Interim Coupling Project, 

which aims to further develop regional 

integration of day-ahead organized 

electricity markets by introducing Net 

Transmission Capacity (NTC) based 

implicit capacity allocation.

Single Day-ahead Coupling 

(SDAC) allocates scarce cross-border 

transmission capacity in the most 

efficient way by coupling wholesale 

electricity markets from different 

regions through a common algorithm, 

simultaneously taking into account 

cross-border transmission constraints 

and calculating prices.

HUPX, the operator of the organized 

Hungarian spot power market, said 

separately that the next phase of 

integration is the Bulgarian-Romanian 

coupling, which is scheduled three 

months after the successful go-live of 

the Interim Coupling. The Croatian-

Hungarian coupling will happen 

simultaneously with the introduction 

of flow-based capacity calculation in 

the Core region, including Hungary, 

scheduled to go-live in February 2022.

VISeGRAD GROuP 
InFOCOMMunICATIOnS 
ORGS TO SeT uP JOInT 
DIGITAL KnOWLeDGe 
CenTRe

Representatives of Visegrad Group 

countries have agreed to set up a joint 

digital knowledge centre to promote 

digital transformation in east central 

Europe and the development of digital 

economies in member countries, the 

IVSZ association for digital economy 

said. The New V4lley Regional Digital 

Knowledge Centre is expected to 

further strengthen professional 

cooperation between all organisations 

participating in the development of 

the infocommunications sector in 

central Europe, the statement said. 

Due to the unification of artificially 

fragmented markets, companies 

in the region can break through 

their boundaries, IVSZ leader Balázs 

Vinnai said. The potentials offered by 

digitalisation could give a boost to 

the V4 region to become a European 

Silicon Valley, he added.


